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Where

In Whitefish 
is Morie?

Back in the late 80’s/early 90’s there were two

games kids loved to play:  Where In the World is

Carmen Sandiego? and Where’s Waldo?  The first

began as a computer game where the player had

to find the criminal, Carmen Sandiego, through a

series of clues and airplane rides. The second was

a detailed picture of some scene where Waldo

was hanging out and the person was supposed to

find him in the picture. Although I am not a crimi-

nal and I do not where a red and white striped

shirt, I want to be like these characters. However, I

am going to make it easy on you…I will tell you

where I will be. Each week I am going to find a

place in Whitefish to be and you, and anyone else

who wants to, can join me as we share our re-

sponses to some open-ended question. The pur-

poses of “finding” me is another opportunity for

me to get to know you. Right now, this is the most

important thing I can be doing as your pastor. You

can join me for five minutes or an hour during

these times, and if there is someone else with me,

please join in the conversation without hesitation!

In order to solve the mystery of Where in White-

fish is Morie?, you will need to check the website

or worship bulletin each week. I look forward to

seeing if you can “find” me!

Don’t Forget!

To find Morie and learn the
question of the week you have
to read the weekly Sunday bul-
letin or check the calendar on
our website www.white-
fishumc.org



Morie’s Musings

I am currently reading a great
book, Fall of Giants: Book One
of the Century Trilogy. Although
I am only about 250 pages into
this 960 page book, I am
hooked. The way author, Ken
Follett, interweaves the individ-
ual stories of people while
telling the story of world
history is fascinating.
As I delve further
into the lives of
these ordinary peo-
ple, albeit culturally
and socially varied, I
cannot help but think
about my own life inter-
twining with those around me.
In this pondering, I am asking
the question, how much posi-
tive difference can I make in the
world, simply though my daily
interactions.
My faith in Jesus is about a life
of transformation for me person-
ally and, I hope, for the world
around me. Therefore, I am lead
to believe that my interactions
with every person I meet matter,
and to some degree have the
potential to make the world a
better place. Yet, what I find that
will always get in the way of this
goal is ME. When I consider my

own gain, agenda, opinion, and
needs before anything else, then
I often fall short of my hopes
and dreams for the world. And
so, I have to keep coming back
to what I really stand for and
believe in as my baseline: grace.
I need to accept grace for my-
self through forgiveness and I try
to practice grace with others as I

interact with them.  One
way that I am attempt-

ing to do this with
you, the people of
Whitefish United
Methodist Church,
is by hearing your

story. Non-judgmen-
tal, sincere inquisitive

listening is a form of grace.
This is one the greatest life les-
sons I am in the process of
learning and practicing.  Fur-
thermore, the connections we
make through such sharing
shows us how our lives are in-
tertwined and creating the new
history of the future. When I
consider this I am dumfounded
by the powerful opportunity
today is for us to write a history
of successes around peace and
justice. The ripple effect of my
life matters, and only I can
choose what kind of ripple it is
going to be.

Pastor Morie



Thursday, Oct. 8 at 6:30pm
Ellis Home
630 Somers Avenue, Whitefish
862-3798

Monday, October 19 at 7pm
Sanman Home
1049 Meadowlark Lane, Whitefish
862-1887

WUMC HOME GROUPS
Family and friends at WUMC have been gathering
for home groups since August. If you’ve not yet at-
tended – sign up soon! These groups are purely a
“get to know you” time for our new pastor. There is
no church “agenda” or theological basis for the
gathering. There are only TWO MORE GROUP
MEETINGS LEFT and your RSVP is helpful. Sign-up
sheets are available at church or contact the office
at 862-3418 or office@whitefishumc.org.

OCTOBER HOME GROUPS



Consecration Sunday Is Coming 
Whitefish United Methodist Church Family

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money
Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial
contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their
church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 

Our congregation’s finance committee has selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program
as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education
emphasis this year. 

New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or
her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating peo-
ple like members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus
Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Consecration Sunday encourages peo-
ple toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my in-
come is God calling me to give?” 

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday we are asking our attendees and members to make
their financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this
community and around the world. 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending
morning worship on Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to com-
pleting a card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or
she chooses not to fill out a card. 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship our guest
leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their
commitments as a confidential act of worship. 

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday team
and governing board members. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their
cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday
worship. 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events. 
Mark Sanman

Mark Sanman
Chair, WUMC Church Council



United Methodist Women are community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experi-
ence freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative supportive fellowship;
and to expand concepts of mission in the global community.  We support the North Valley Food
Bank, the Community Garden and the BUMP mission, the No More Malaria and the Angola projects.
In addition, the local UMW helps organize the church dinners, weddings and funerals, and special
events. This fall the UMW will be studying about Islam, human trafficking, and the church in Latin
America. We will be preparing to attend the Western Jurisdiction Conference in Salt Lake City in
April 2016. We are an active group seeking to help each woman find a role in UMW. Join us online,
in small groups or attend one of our quarterly meetings. The first meeting is September 17th at noon
at the church. Lunch is provided. Children are welcome.

Sue Paulson

UMW

ADVANCEMENTS IN GIVING!
Giving is even easier! You can now TEXT your donations to the church:
1. Simply text the amount you’d like to give to 406-200-8772
2. First time givers will be prompted to visit a secure URL
3. Once you click the registration link, enter your credit or debit card information & your donation will
be processed.
4. You’ll receive a confirmation text showing all was successful!

WUMC again joined Team Schroeder on Saturday, October 3rd for the Walk to Defeat
ALS at McCormick Park in Missoula. This year, Team Schroeder surpassed their goal
of raising more than $21,000 for ALS support and research. Donations can still be made
by visiting the ALS Evergreen Chapter Team Schroeder website or click on the links on
the church website www.whitefishumc.org



Children’s Education
Our Mission

To Reveal God’s Love and Jesus’ Compassion 

By Serving Our Community 

2014  Church Leaders

Morie Adams-Griffin 600-0086..........................Pastor

Dawn Hashley 261-4259........Music Director

Chris Rankin 291-2918...............Lay Leader

Hannah Plumb 261-1831..........Worship Chair

Sylvia Heselwood  212-5597.....Trustee Chair

Jean Loercher 862-4332...............................Secretary

Sandy Burroughs 863-3275..........................Treasurer

Randy Whitlock 253-4258.............Finance Chair

Mark Sanman 862-1887......Leadership Chair

Berniece Goodwin 862-3805..........Memorial

Diane Grove 862-3156.........Care Committee

Sue Paulson 249-5603..........................UMW

Cherilyn DeVries 209-3457.........Youth Leaders

Andrea & Eric Schroeder 260-1235.....Children’s Ed

Karen Crittenden..........862-2683 & Elizabeth

Askew 862-9602................Missions Co chair

Carol Ellis 314-1468............................SPRC

Glenda Smith 862-3305................Newsletter

Dina Wood 862-3418............Office Assistant

WANTED:  Sunday school teachers! This important pro-
gram relies on volunteers from the congregation to share
their time, energy, and personal faith with our precious
children. Ready-to-use lessons are emailed to our volun-
teer teachers, and we have a room stocked with supplies.
Teaching can be simple and straightforward (you can see
for yourself, risk-free, by observing Andrea and Erik in
September!), and teachers often comment on how much
their faith grows from this exposure to our kids! We would
love to have teachers lined up for September through May
by the end of September, allowing us to devote our time
and energy to coordinating, improving, and growing the
program. Please prayerfully consider where you can help!
Sign-up begins now! We hope to see you all on Rally Sun-
day!                                          Erik and Andrea Schroeder

Youth Group
We have had a phenomenal start to the school year with
more adult helpers, more kids and a whole lot of fun! Bar-
bara Otey is bringing her expertise with kids and artistic
endeavors, and Erin Adams-Griffin is leading the kids in
music. We are so grateful for the return of Jennifer George
and Paula Halama, who are fantastic with the kids.

While youth group is all about connections and fun in
church, we are pleased to announce that we have a lot of
new kids attending! There were 19 children there the first
week and 24 last week. We are amazed to see how these
teens' relationships with each other are bringing them to us
each week.

If you can help us out with a meal once or twice this
school year, we would be very grateful. It seems too hard to
feed 25 kids yourself, grab a friend so you can share the
project.

Thank you for all of your support!

Cherilyn DeVries, youth leader



October Birthdays
4........................................................Carol Sanma

5.....................................................Forrest Fletcher

6..................................................Donnalee Forbes

10...............................................Maeve Alexander

14............................................................Scott Fair

15.........................................................Tana Knuth

17.....................................................Erik Schroede

19.......................................................John Nelson

20.................................................Cherilyn DeVrie

21.....................................................Mark Branine

22..........................................................Kat DeVall

23..................................................Jacob Courtney

24....................................................Demi Sullivan

29............................................Mackenzie Thomas

31............................Lynn Grossman, Leslie Rogers

September Birthdays

6.Sandy Burroughs, Ethan Dykstra, Betsi Morrison

12......................................................Janet Mulroy

13...................................................Natalie Gayner

15.......................................................Ellis Connor

17...................................................Rob Alexander

19............................Marie Hedman, Donald Clark

21.............................Doug Hamilton, Alita Phelps

22....................................Jody Collins, Bryan Perry

23...............................................Margo Alexander 

24...................................................Laurie Roberts

29.....................................................Joe Courtney

August Birthdays

4.........................................................Jennifer Sipe

7..........................................................Erin Rankin

9....................................................Aidan Croskrey

12 ...........................Anna Carpenter, Jim Mechem

15..............................Stephen Smith, Bob Walstad

16....................................................... Sue Paulson

19......................................................Debby Nagel

21.................................Jill Courtney, Bruce Wauer

23.........................Elliott Slavish, AndreaSchroeder

27.................................................Debbie Schmidt

28........................................................Hailey Hall

29...........................................................Jim Parker

31.................................................Maya Schroeder

MONDAY MORNING PRAYERS

You may have already noticed a new e-

mail in your in-box on Monday morn-

ings! Whitefish United Methodist

Church is working toward cultivating a

community of prayer by sharing and

praying for each other through e-mail.

Prayer cards located in the back of each

of the chairs in the sanctuary can be

filled out each Sunday. You can request

that your prayer need be shared publi-

cally or for the private intercession of

Pastor Morie only. A prayer e-mail will

be sent out regularly Monday mornings.

We appreciate your time and your heart

in praying for each other.

Happy Birthday


