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Whitefish UMC Protocol for Resuming Worship 
(Edited June 3, 2020) 

 

 

1. Masks will be required by everyone entering the building on Sunday morning.  

 Masks will be provided at the entrance for anyone who does not have one their 

 own. 
 

2.   A large sign will be placed at the entrance reading, “By entering the building for 

 worship, you assume the liability of your well-being and will not hold Whitefish 

 UMC liable of any illness that may be contracted.”  This protocol list will also be 

 posted at the front door. 
 

3. One designated person will stand at entrance writing the names of everyone 

 entering the building.  If the person(s) are visitors or guests (not regular 

 attendees), then they will  be required to give a contact phone number.  This 

 information will only be used in case an illness is diagnosed for someone who 

 attended worship.  Another person will stand in the hall, ensuring protocol is 

 followed by everyone. 
 

4.   All entrance doors to be propped open, minimizing the amount of hands touching 

 handles.  At the conclusion of worship, one side door of the sanctuary will be 

 propped open by the pastor  and will be the only exit door for everyone leaving 

 the sanctuary. 
 

5.   All personal belongings (coats, purses, backpacks, hats, etc.) will remain with 

 owner at all times. 
 

6. People entering must move directly into the sanctuary and find a seat (the only 

 exception is the use of the restroom).  All other rooms, including the kitchen will 

 be closed and off limits. 
 

7. All hymnals, envelopes and pencils will be removed from the chairs and stored in 

 the office. 
 

8. There will be no nursery care or Sunday School, and Children’s Time will be 

 done in a manner that children will remain with their family (not coming up front). 

 

9.    Several hand sanitizing stations will be in the entryway and sanctuary. 
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10. Chairs in the sanctuary to be formed into various sized “pods” accommodating 

 family sizes.  All chairs will be sanitized after worship. 
  

 11. There will be no singing at this time. 
  

 12. Pastor and musicians to speak/perform 15 feet from congregation or other 

 musicians, and on the same level as everyone else (not from risers/platform).  

 Pastor may remove mask while speaking and at the 15-foot distance. 

  

 13. Bathroom doors will be propped open, but restrooms will only be used if 

 absolutely necessary.   If used, sanitizing wipes will be provided by the user to 

 wipe down anything touched (i.e. flush handle, bars, faucets).  Instructions in the 

 restrooms about wiping down surfaces and disposing of paper towels or wipes 

 will be posted. 
  

 14. A basket for offering will be at the entrance and exit doors of sanctuary where 

 people can place their offering.  Only one person to handle the collection from 

 the basket. 
  

 15. Passing of the peace will be from pods, making eye contact and offering a hand 

 gesture or bow from a distance. 
  

 16. Communion will be done symbolically from the altar. 
  

 17. Exiting the sanctuary will be in a staggered fashion by the Pastor, allowing those 

 closest to the exit door to go first and proceeding in a similar manner. 
  

 18. Lined wastebasket will be placed at the exit door. 
  

 19.  There will be no fellowship except in the parking lot as people choose, but 

 everyone is encouraged to maintain the proper social distance of 6-feet at all 

 times. 
  

 20. We sincerely plea that anyone with any kind of symptoms of any illness to please 

 not attend worship.  We also encourage anyone in a high-risk category to also 

 not attend worship.  Online worship experiences will continue to be provided 

 indefinitely. 


