
          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      OFFERING       

                              OFFERTORY                                                                    Ariel Parker 

     DOXOLOGY       “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”  UMH 95 

                 

   PRAYER TIME    COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

  SILENT PRAYER 

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

   Loving God, 

    for all of the times you have revealed yourself to us, but we failed to notice…  

  for all the ways you have made yourself manifest, but we failed to acknowledge… 

  for all the guiding lights you have sent to intercede, but we have ignored… 

  we seek forgiveness, we pray. 
  (Silence is kept.) 
 
  WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
         Remember and be assured: The God, who created all things, created us in love.  
 
  LORD’S PRAYER 

       

               HYMN    “Sing We Now of Christmas”  (UMH 237) 

   BENEDICTION    May the God of surprises bless you,  

                            may the Christ of possibilities keep you, 

                            and may the Spirit of new pathways hold you,  

                            now and forever more. Amen.  

 

  

 

       GATHERING MUSIC      

                                                                                            

        WELCOME &  

      ANNOUNCEMENTS  

       CALL TO WORSHIP    One:   Arise, shine, for the light has come, after a long and cold night.  

        God’s bright radiance has risen for you.  

 All: Our hearts warm within us, as we come with gifts to praise God.   

     *SHARING THE PEACE 
       

                            *HYMN    “There’s a Song in the Air”  (UMH 259) 

  

          CHILDREN’S TIME  

  

        TIN CUP OFFERING    Recipient: Samaritan House – “Homeless, not hopeless”    

                                                  (Tin Cup is a chance to give to a variety of Missions) 

 

                       SCRIPTURE    Ephesians 3:1-12 & Matthew 2:1-12 

        

                         SERMON    

 

              COMMUNION    God’s invitation is a gift to all of us regardless of age or membership.  

  

                            HYMN    “We Three Kings”  (UMH 245)    

                    

                      

 

     

                      

                     

    

   

 

                   

 

 
 

*Please stand or sit as the Spirit leads you.  Hearing Assistance devices are available from the usher.                                 Jessica Henson, Flutist  

W E  E N T E R  T H E  S A N C T U A R Y  I N  J O Y O U S  E X P E C T A T I O N  A S  W E  P R E P A R E  O U R  H E A R T S  A N D  M I N D S  F O R  W O R S H I P .  



Fellowship: Join us after worship for dessert to 
celebrate January Birthdays! 

 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 
                                      
                                                     

Ephesians 3:1-12 
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— for surely you 

have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you, and how the 

mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which 

will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this 

mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and 

sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by 

the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to 

bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the 

plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the 

wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ 

Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, 

he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In 

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 

 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; 

and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 

had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the 

star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child 

with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-

chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

Get involved! Sign-up 
today in the narthex or 
visit whitefishumc.org 

• Liturgist on Sunday 
• Bring altar flowers 
• Lead fellowship 
• Provide a meal for 

Youth Group 
• Teach Sunday School 

This Week 

PO Box 4248 I Whitefish, MT 59937 I 406.862.3418 I whitefishumc.org I Office Hours: M,W,F 9am - 2pm 
 

Volunteer ! 

Welcome & Peace 
 

Scan the QR code for a 
fast & easy way to give! 
Click on “QUICK GIVE”. 

Most smartphones offer 
free QR reader  
downloads. 
 

TODAY 
Adult Bible Study 9am 
MONDAY 
Finance Mtg 4pm  
THURSDAY  
Bulletin Deadline 9am 

NEXT SUNDAY 
Adult Bible Study 9am 
 

Easy Giving 

JANUARY TIN CUP OFFERING: SAMARITAN HOUSE 
"Samaritan House's mission is to provide for the basic needs 

of homeless people, while fostering self-respect and human 

dignity.” 

December Tin Cup: Heifer International - $191.69 

CONVERSATION ON BECOMING A RECONCILING CONGREGATION 
During Church Conference on December 17 a proposal 

was supported to begin the conversation process about 

becoming a Reconciling Congregation.  A congregation 

with this designation includes a statement with specific 

language about full inclusion of all sexual orientations and 

gender identities.  It was noted that such a statement will 

include these groups of people, but not limited to only 

these, by naming other identities such as race, ethnicity, 

gender, etc.  However, this is putting the cart before the 

horse.  For now, the congregation will enter into the overall 

conversation by creating a lay-led Reconciling 

Congregation Team that will guide the process.  This team 

will be made up of about 4-5 people and charged with the 

responsibility of ensuring every voice is heard in the process.  

Individuals will be invited to participate on this team, but If a 

person has interest please inform Pastor Morie this week.  

Again, it is important to understand that this process is led by 

the lay participants of the congregation, members and 

non-members alike.  Once the Reconciling Congregation 

Team feels that adequate conversation has taken place, 

then a vote of all participants will be conducted.  Becoming 

an official Reconciling Congregation comes with at least 

75% of those voting affirmative for the designation. 

JANUARY 5, 2020 / EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

W H I T E F I S H  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

DÉCOR CHANGEOVER - TODAY 
We’ll be changing décor in the sanctuary immediately 

following service today. If you’re able to stick around and 

help with this, we would greatly appreciate it!  

 

YEAR-END GIVING STATMENTS 
Year-end giving statements are now available. You’ll find 

them in alphabetical order on the sign-up table. Thank you!   


