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When David had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was bound to the soul of David, 
and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. Saul took him that day and would not let him return to 
his father’s house. Then Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him as his own 
soul. Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that he was wearing, and gave it to David, and his 

armor, and even his sword and his bow and his belt. David went out and was successful wherever Saul sent him; as a result, Saul set 
him over the army. And all the people, even the servants of Saul, approved. 
Saul spoke with his son Jonathan and with all his servants about killing David. But Saul’s son Jonathan took great delight in David. Jon-
athan told David, “My father Saul is trying to kill you; therefore be on guard tomorrow morning; stay in a secret place and hide your-
self. I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are, and I will speak to my father about you; if I learn anything I 
will tell you.” Jonathan spoke well of David to his father Saul, saying to him, “The king should not sin against his servant David, be-
cause he has not sinned against you, and because his deeds have been of good service to you; for he took his life in his hand when he 
attacked the Philistine, and the Lord brought about a great victory for all Israel. You saw it, and rejoiced; why then will you sin against 
an innocent person by killing David without cause?” Saul heeded the voice of Jonathan; Saul swore, “As the Lord lives, he shall not be 
put to death.” So Jonathan called David and related all these things to him. Jonathan then brought David to Saul, and he was in his 
presence as before. 
Jonathan said, “Far be it from you! If I knew that it was decided by my father that evil should come upon you, would I not tell 
you?” Then David said to Jonathan, “Who will tell me if your father answers you harshly?” Jonathan replied to David, “Come, let us go 
out into the field.” So they both went out into the field. Jonathan said to David, “By the Lord, the God of Israel! When I have sounded 
out my father, about this time tomorrow, or on the third day, if he is well disposed toward David, shall I not then send and disclose it 
to you? But if my father intends to do you harm, the Lord do so to Jonathan, and more also, if I do not disclose it to you, and send you 
away, so that you may go in safety. May the Lord be with you, as he has been with my father. If I am still alive, show me the faithful 
love of the Lord; but if I die, never cut off your faithful love from my house, even if the Lord were to cut off every one of the enemies 
of David from the face of the earth.” Thus Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, “May the Lord seek out the 
enemies of David.” Jonathan made David swear again by his love for him; for he loved him as he loved his own life. 
…David rose from beside the stone heap and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. He bowed three times, and they kissed 
each other, and wept with each other; David wept the more. Then Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, since both of us have sworn in 
the name of the Lord, saying, ‘The Lord shall be between me and you, and between my descendants and your descendants, forever.’” 
He got up and left; and Jonathan went into the city. 

PRAYER PRACTICE 
Each day this week, sit with God and/
or talk with someone about how you 
can practice each commitment of the 
churches’ covenant: 
 prayers 
 presence 
 gifts 
 service 
 witness  

MESSAGE 
SUMMARY 

The God of love, power and grace binds us together. David and Jonathan experienced this in their inti-
mate relationship. The beginning of this strong connection does not, at first, mention God’s presence. 
Yet, by end, God is recognized as the center of the relationship. The covenant they make with each 
other confirms this divine presence, and binds them together even more. When we covenant with an-
other in the church, we have the chance to experience a deeper connection with others and with God.  

ENDING PRAYER 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1 Samuel 18:1-5; 19: 1-7; 
20:11-17; 41b-42 

Who is your closest friend? Why? 

Who do you talk with about God? 

How do you show your commitment to another person? 

Describe a time when you felt God’s love                        
in a human relationship. 

What is your favorite part of worship service? Why? 

REFLECTION TIME: What did you learn about yourself,    
your family member(s), friend(s) and God this week? 

MONDAY 
TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 
THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 
SATURDAY 

God, may we know your presence in our commitment of connecting with others 
and the world. Amen. 



A Message From Pastor Morie About This Resource: 

Greetings! 

The idea for this resource comes from an attempt to get more of us reflecting together, especially 

families.  Our Sunday school curriculum does not always coincide with what is happening in worship.  

Therefore, in the month of October, worship will be centered on the Sunday school focus, namely 

stories of King David.  The intention is to make this resource accessible for all ages while simultane-

ously offering the chance to go deeper through reflection, practice and discussion.  Each week the 

overall format will be the same for you to use this resource at your convenience.  It is my hope that 

you will not only make an effort to try it out, but also to provide feedback about the material.  Here 

are some helpful feedback prompts: 

• Do you find the material easy to use for all ages? 

• Are the questions meaningful and do they create good discussion? 

• Is the prayer practice engaging and interesting? 

• Can you see using this material more often? 

These are only some of my ideas, but you may have other things that you would like to share…

please, constructive criticism is welcomed! 

FOR ADULTS WITHOUT CHILDREN AT HOME OR WHO LIVE ALONE—THIS IS FOR YOU TOO!!!                        

I encourage adults to do this together.  If you live alone, consider finding a prayer partner to do this 

with.  You can do it over the telephone too!  Have fun with it and provide your feedback also. 

YOU DON’T HAVE TO ATTEND WORSHIP TO USE THIS!                     

Anyone can still use this at home whenever or however you would like.  It is designed to be a self-

contained resource, and worship only supplements the material.  However, if you’d like to listen to 

the  sermon on your own time (usually 15-20 minutes), then you can go to this link:                          

http://www.whitefishumc.org/making-disciples/sermon-3 

 

 

Blessings to you! 

Pastor Morie   

http://www.whitefishumc.org/making-disciples/sermon-3

