
To: Whitefish United Methodist Church Volunteers (Current and Potential) and Staff 

From:  Pastor Morie Adams-Griffin 

 

May 1, 2016 

I want to express my deep appreciation for your service within the ministries of Whitefish United Methodist Church.  

Your commitment to the work of Christ through this faith community allows us to share God’s love in many ways.  One 

important way we do this together is by working with the children and youth in our community.  While we know your 

heart and mind are in it for all the right reasons, we want to continually ensure the safety of both the young people and 

you as a volunteer.  Therefore, we are asking for your help in the process. 

We are currently working on a final draft of a “Safe Sanctuaries Policy and Procedures” manual.  Although the work is 

not fully completed, we can begin implementing one integral part immediately: volunteer training and background 

checks.  I understand that you may have participated in some this in the past, but the new method will be the one we 

use moving us into the future.  Therefore, everyone is required to take part in this new method called Safe Gatherings. 

Safe Gatherings is an on-line process for training and background checks that can be done on your time as you are 

available.  You do not have to do it all in one sitting, as the process can take a few hours to complete.  This may sound 

tedious and/or overwhelming, but I want to remind you that the outcome for everyone is worth it.  As I work with 

volunteers, I always say, “you never want to put yourself in a situation that can even be questioned.”  Safe Gatherings 

provides thorough training for you as a volunteer so that you can eliminate such situations from your volunteer work.  At 

the same time, this training will also increase your ability to effectively share God’s love in meaningful and safe ways. 

In order to begin the process for Safe Gatherings, you will need to go to the following link and click on “Start 

Application” at the bottom left hand of the page:  https://safegatherings.com/  .  Make sure that you fill out the initial 

form that will end with “Whitefish United Methodist Church.”  This will ensure that once the training and background 

check is completed, that I will receive notice of completion.  Also, Pastor Debbie Schmidt will be the reference you list 

for the pastor who has known you for at least two years.  There is one challenge to this process and that is the cost of 

$38.00. 

I am asking that you consider covering the cost of this training yourself as an in-kind donation to the church.  At the 

same time, I recognize that this might be a challenge for some people, and if that is the case, then the church will cover 

the cost.  Please let me know if this is the case for you.  I want to suggest that this is a very small price compared to any 

harm (emotional, physical, sexual, or otherwise) that could occur without proper training and policies in place.  We are 

God’s people living in the midst of much brokenness, and we want to always strive to be agents of healing and 

wholeness. 

I sincerely thank you for taking the time to do this important work.  As move forward with the process, please let me 

know if you have any questions or concerns.  If you are planning on volunteering for VBS (June 20-24), then please 

complete Safe Gatherings by June 15.  I look forward to receiving your notice of completion very soon. 

 

Peace be with You, 

      Morie  

Pastor Morie Adams-Griffin 

https://safegatherings.com/


 


