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Pastor Christina’s Corner 

As we step into June, the Florida heat begins to settle in around us. The 
days grow longer, the humidity rises, and many of us find ourselves 
searching for shade, cool air, and refreshment. Summer in Merritt Island 
teaches us quickly: when the heat intensifies, we must be intentional about 
how we care for ourselves. 

Perhaps that is true spiritually as well. 

There are seasons in life when the pressures of the world seem to rise 
like the summer temperature. Worries mount, schedules fill, divisions 
deepen, and hearts grow weary. Yet scripture reminds us that God 
continually offers rest and renewal. The psalmist writes, “He leads me 
beside still waters; he restores my soul” (Psalm 23:2–3). Even in life’s heat, 
God provides refreshment. 

This June, as a church family, we have several opportunities to gather, 
celebrate, serve, and be renewed together. 

Following worship on June 14, we will enjoy our Flag Day Luncheon, a 
chance for fellowship and gratitude as we remember the blessings and 
responsibilities of citizenship – both as citizens of the USA and in the 
kingdom of God. Shared meals are one of the beautiful ways we “beat the 
heat” of isolation by strengthening the bonds of Christian community. 

We will also celebrate Father’s Day on June 21, giving thanks for 
fathers, grandfathers, mentors, and all those who have offered care, 
wisdom, guidance, and love. We honor the many ways faithful presence 
shapes our lives and reflects the steadfast care of our Heavenly Father. 

June also brings World Church Service Blanket and Tool Sunday, an 
important opportunity to extend Christ’s compassion beyond our walls. 
Through these ministries, blankets provide warmth and comfort, while tools 
empower communities toward self-sufficiency and hope. In a world facing 
hardship, hunger, and displacement, our gifts become tangible signs of 
God’s care. What a reminder that even small acts of generosity can bring 
relief in difficult seasons. 



Pastor Christina’s Corner 

 

Later this month, I will have the privilege of attending the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) General Assembly in Milwaukee. The General Assembly is a 
time for worship, discernment, learning, and connection across the broader 
church. Presbyterians from around the country gather to pray, discuss the 
future of ministry, and seek God’s guidance together. I look forward to 
representing Merritt Island Presbyterian Church and will be eager to share 
reflections and updates when I return. 

As we enter the warmth of summer, I invite you to consider this 
question: What helps you “beat the heat” spiritually? Perhaps it is worship, 
prayer, serving others, quiet moments in scripture, or simply reconnecting 
with the church family. However busy life becomes, may we remember to 
stay close to the One who refreshes us. 

May this June be filled with joy, meaningful connection, and the cool 
assurance of God’s abiding presence. 

 

Love,  

Pastor Christina 

 

 



Worship 

Communion on June 7 
On June 7, we will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper during our 
worship service.  The lectionary readings for the 2nd Sunday after Pentecost, 
which recall God’s promise to Abram – “I will make of you a great nation…
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen 12: 2-3) – 
invite a particular devotional focus for this celebration of the sacrament:  we 
receive this holy meal as a family of faith, and through Christ’s presence 
with us in that meal we are nourished (blessed) so that we may be a 
blessing to all families of the earth.  
 
Father’s Day on June 21 
June 21 is Father’s Day, so we will offer prayers of thanksgiving for our 
fathers, and for men of faith who have been fathers to us and have 
influenced our lives in so many ways. 
 
Rev. Will Lawrence to preach on June 28 
While Pastor Christina is away at General Assembly, we will be blessed and 
honored to have as our guest preacher Rev. Will Lawrence, who serves as 
Assistant Stated Clerk of the Central Florida Presbytery.  
 
 
Thanks to all who work to create meaningful worship services at MIPC: 
Pastor Christina, our music team, our tech team, those who serve as 
liturgist, those who usher, those who serve communion, and those who 
prepare and clean the sanctuary. If you feel called to share in the work of 
our Worship Ministry, or have feedback, ideas, or talents to share, please 
contact worship elder John Shuford (john.m.shuford@gmail.com). 
 

John Shuford 
Worship Chair 



Property 



Thank you to everyone who helped with making our 

Teacher Appreciation week special! Our teachers really 

felt loved and cared for and we all may have gained a 

pound or two with the delicious treats all week! 

Kona Ice will be coming to the Preschool at 10:45am 

every other Monday for the summer. Snow cones are only 

$3.00. Come join us for a sweet, cool treat! 

Our VPK children graduated on May 29.  We are so proud of them and 

wish them a great year in kindergarten! 

We have had 14 backpacks donated to us. Will you help us fill them for 

our students in need? We are looking for donations of the following kind: 

• Crayola crayons  

• Glue bottles and glue sticks 

• Crayola color pencils  

• Crayola markers 

• Child size scissors  

• Wide ruled lined paper 

• Pencils  

• Cap erasers 

• Expo dry erase markers 

• Nutritious snacks (granola bars, goldfish, pretzels, muffins) 

 

Respectfully, 

Robyn Mills, Preschool Director 

Preschool 



We celebrated our preschool teachers during 

Teacher Appreciation Week May 4th-8th. Thanks 

to everyone who helped show our support for 

these dedicated teachers. There were so many 

people in the congregation who provided 

delicious baked treats that we were able to have 

lots of tasty treats for the teachers every day that week.  

In addition, the talented Heavenly Handmaids made each teacher a 

beautiful key chain that will be a lovely reminder of our appreciation for all 

they do. On Wednesday, Chaparral Mexican Restaurant donated meals for all 

of the teachers which included two of their delicious enchiladas for each 

teacher and their wonderful yellow rice, refried beans and chips. To everyone 

who baked, delivered, served, donated, or simply shared a kind word — 

thank you. We appreciate your support for the preschool and its teachers.   

 

Julie Hill, Preschool Elder 

 

  

Preschool 



Mission/Outreach 

Family Promise Update 
 
 

Family Promise of Brevard  (familypromiseofbrevard.org), as you almost surely 
know, is one of our community’s efforts to help homeless families with children.  Over a 
dozen churches and synagogues participate. 

The quarterly meeting May 18th that Cheryl attended gave many of us a place to 
share information and work toward solutions to glitches in the program.    

Most of the families that we at MIPC knew and others who we didn’t get to meet 
personally, are now successfully housed... except for the family of 7.  They far exceeded 
the maximum of 100 days in the program and are now working things out on their 
own.  While in the program both parents were able to find jobs and get their car 
fixed.  We hope they know we are praying for them to succeed. 

Another disappointment this quarter was having to let the coordinator go.  Until 
that position is filled FP will limit families to 2 instead of the potential 4.  Mike Hoenig 
will have to do double duty for a while but he thinks he has a promising candidate right 
now. 

Most of the meeting was devoted to discussion of the much-anticipated Static Site 
in Merritt Island  (across from Jefferson Middle School) where multiple families can stay 
unsupervised if there are no churches scheduled to house them.  It had appeared to be 
a painless answer to a prayer but as with most things, there were issues.   Who would 
be responsible for keeping things cleaned up?  Who would make sure the meals 
dropped off for them would be properly refrigerated?  And that everything is marked 
with dates and names?  Would all the families get along in a nice house but with four 
bedrooms and only two bathrooms?  

Among the things we learned:  let the families unwind a bit when they come home 
for supper.   

A new set of expectations will be written up for the families when they are in the 
Static Site which will differ from the expectations when in churches. 

 



Mission/Outreach 

The current Static Site is probably FP's until 2027 and there is a possibility of a Static 
Site in Cocoa Beach.  As can be imagined, the Static Sites save huge amounts of money 
and also—in contrast to housing in hotels— they make it easier for us to get to know 
and interact with the families. 

Looking at the hosting calendar through December of 2026 there will be many 
weeks when the Static Site is in use.  During those times it works out beautifully if a 
single church will take over the meals for a full week.  

I think MIPC can do that and will pursue that offer if I can get 6 people (I will do the 
7th supper) to say they will feed the families for one night during the week.   

Please let us know if you think that this is a good idea and can help.   

Ending on a happy note, the one family who entered the program with a cat (not 
supposed to happen) were happy that someone fostered their kitty until they were free 
to rehome her with them. 

MIPC’s next scheduled housing is September 20-27, 2026.  Counting on our 
wonderful volunteers to pitch in again! 

 

 

Questions or want to do more?  Call Cheryl 321-431-9623 or Frances 321-427-4477 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mission/Outreach 

Hope begins with the right tools. Through your generosity, families gain access to 
seeds, tools and even chickens—empowering them to grow their own food and build a 
sustainable future, both in the U.S. and around the world. Every shovel, garden tool and 
watering can is a blessing in the hands of those working toward a better future. When 
you support CWS Tools, it’s more than a donation—it is a way to live out your faith, 
ensuring that our most vulnerable neighbors have the tools they need to cultivate hope 
and nourishment.  

CWS also has a long history of providing blankets to those in crisis.  Each gift of a 
CWS Blanket brings comfort, care and hope to someone facing a difficult moment. 

On Father’s Day, Sunday, June 21, MIPC will receive our annual Church World 
Service offering, helping enable the CWS mission of empowering and comforting people 
in need all over the globe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church World Service 
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Fellowship 

Fellowship along with Heavenly Handmade celebrated all of the women of our 

church on Mother’s Day, May 10.  The Heavenly Handmaidens created 53 colorful 

crystal light-catchers using both Czech and Swarowski crystals, each one different 

and oh so pretty.  When our women arrived at church on May 10 they were 

invited to select a light-catcher. We also gave them a small drawstring bag that 

contained a friendly card and a suction cup for hanging.  After church we served 

home baked cakes and cookies, coffee, and tea.  Cheryl Mahan, Frances Fernald, 

Shirley Kidd, Betsy Heenan and Peggy Boekhout prepared the delicious 

food.  Dave Hertzler prepared the coffee, and Mike Smith toted us plenty of ice 

for iced tea. Cheryl Mahan delivered light-catchers to all women who were either 

absent from church or not able to attend.   

At MIPC, Fellowship is easy, because we like each other. 

The next engagement is to assist Anne Cole to make her June 14 Flag Day 

Celebration a huge success.  The Heavenly Handmaidens made 50 beribboned 

cups to hold candy to give as small gifts.  Everything looks good for June 14. Anne 

has planned excellent food, uplifting music and a fun trivia game with prizes.  We 

are all helping Anne to make her day a success - Fellowship, the Deacons and 

Heavenly Handmade.  Yes - we like each other and here is another opportunity to 

share our love.   

 

Peg Boekhout, Fellowship Chair 

 

 



Fellowship 



Presbytery News 

Presbyterians for Earth Care June Webinar 
Climate Migrants: Neglected Victims of Climate Injustice 

WEBINAR DATE: Tuesday, June 9, 2026 
TIME: 7:30 pm Eastern / 6:30 Central 
PRESENTER: Dr. Paul Clements, Western Michigan University 
 
In recent years the United Nations, the European Union, the US government, 
and the media have indicated that there could be 200 million people 
displaced from their homes and livelihoods by effects of climate change by 
the year 2050, but my research finds that 500 million is a more likely 
estimate. This would be about 5% of Earth’s population. 
 
Global responses to climate change have always been inadequate and today 
international cooperation generally and development assistance in particular 
are in deep crisis. Nevertheless, it is important to aim for climate justice. This 
presentation will address five topics: 
 
(1) international cooperation on climate change since 1992 and its neglect of 

climate migrants, 
(2) estimates of potential climate migration through 2050, 
(3) the problematic focus of the American climate justice movement on 

injustices within the US, 
(4) the stronger global government needed to address the climate crisis, and 
(5) how Americans could take responsibility for impacts of our carbon 

pollution. 
 
For more information and to register, please visit this website: 
https://presbyearthcare.org/climate-migrants-victims-climate-injustice/ 
 
 
 

https://presbyearthcare.org/climate-migrants-victims-climate-injustice/


Finance  

The April financial report reflects  ongoing cash flow challenges for both 

the church and preschool ministries. The church reported a monthly 

operating deficit of approximately $3,839, with a year-to-date deficit of 

$14,474. The preschool reported a monthly deficit of approximately $3,217 

and a year-to-date deficit of $19,141.  

In May, to help maintain cash flow, remaining funds in the preschool’s 

investment account as well as an additional amount from the church’s New 

Covenant - General Fund investment account were transferred to the 

preschool checking account so the preschool could pay a couple of months’ 

worth of payable amounts owed to the church, so that then the church would 

be able to handle the second payday in May and other remaining May 

expenses.  

It should be noted that, with both the church and the preschool having 

deficit budgets, it is not ideal but also not surprising that monies will 

sometimes have to come out of savings/investment accounts to pay for 

operating expenses, like in this month’s situation. 



Finance  

 

On that note, at the May Finance Committee meeting, we were joined by 

the Rev. Dana Waters, our Ministry Relations Officer with the Presbyterian 

Foundation. Dana shared several ways that he and the Foundation might be 

able to assist us, with one way being Project Regeneration, a program focused 

on helping churches discern mission and ministry priorities for the purpose of 

revitalization. From a financial perspective, this program could assist us with 

stewardship, budgeting, and developing additional sources of income. Dana 

will be speaking soon to Session about this and other programs, and Session 

will determine whether our participation in this free program might be what 

we need to amend our current course. 

 

As always, thank you for your continued prayers, generosity, and faithful 

support of the ministries of Merritt Island Presbyterian Church. 

 

 

 

Gayle Allenback 

Finance Elder 

epigayle@gmail.com 



Deacons/Stephen Ministry 

 

Our next Deacon meeting will be on June 15 at 3:30 PM in 

the Session Room. 

 

 

=================================================================== 

 

 

 

 

MIPC has a strong Stephen Ministry program in partnership with Grace United 

Methodist Church. A Stephen Minister is a lay caregiver providing one-on-one 

confidential Christian care to the bereaved, hospitalized, terminally ill, divorced, 

unemployed, relocated, empty nester, and others facing a crisis or life challenge. All 

Stephen Ministers and care receivers are paired by gender…women with women and 

men with men. 

Stephen Ministers are a vessel for Christ, to be a listening ear and to walk with people 

during difficult times. It should be stressed that this ministry is God centered. The 

Stephen Minister provides the care….God provides the healing. 

MIPC Stephen Ministers can be identified by their blue name tags which show their 

names along with “Stephen Minister” on Sunday mornings and any of these Stephen 

Ministers will gladly answer any questions you may have about the program. If you or  

anyone you know might benefit from a Stephen Minister, please contact Pastor 

Christina or Craig Smoot (Stephen Minister liaison with Grace Methodist church) at 

321-223-4841. 



Faith Formation Ministries 
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Faith Formation Ministries 



 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS: 
 
4 Caroline Fjeldheim 
5 Jacob Fjeldheim 
7 Larry Peek 
9 Carol Illinik 
10 Nicholas Erb 
11 Stephen Downen 
13 Lance Caron 
15 Larry Hand 
15 Trudy Adams 
17 Jason Poirier 
21 Megan Smoot 
21 Anne Cole 
 
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES: 
 
2 Chris & Megan Smoot 
12 Ralph and Jill Franklin 
14 Leslie & James Neihouse 
24 Jo & Francis Shill 
24 Dale & Christina Greenawalt 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

BUDGET UPDATE 
 

 

YTD As of 4/30/26 

 

Actual Revenue:   $ 52,162 

  Budgeted:   $ 60,800 

Actual Expenses:     $ 66,737 

  Budgeted:  $ 72,703 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

The deadline for input in the  

July newsletter is June 24 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 



The MIPC Press is printed by the Merritt Island Presbyterian Church,  
600 S. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, Florida 32952.  

 
 
Rev. Christina Greenawalt Pastor 
Pam Poland Faith Formation Ministries Associate 
Leslie Mitchell Financial Secretary 

 Robyn Mills Preschool Director 
Jennavon Brown Substitute Organist/Pianist 
Gabriella Plaza One Purpose Director  

 
 
 

Each month, we feature an “Eco-Friendly Tip!”  It’s our way of helping conserve 
resources and preserve our beautiful Brevard beaches and waterways. 

Hurricane Season is upon us!  Thoughtful storm preparation can be eco-friendly; for 
example, you can choose sustainable materials like reusable tarps, rechargeable 
batteries, solar-powered lanterns and long-lasting water containers. Avoid 
purchasing single-use plastics like disposable bottled water and fill up gallon-sized 
water jugs with filtered tap water.   

Do you have a tip to share?  Contact mipresbyterian@gmail.com. 

 
 

Please contact the church office if you have questions, if you would like to speak to the pastor, 
or if we can assist you in any way. 

 
 Office extensions: 
Office phone number: 321-452-5689  1001: Reception 
 1002: Leslie Mitchell 
Preschool phone number: 321-453-1640 1003: Pam Poland 
 1004: Rev. Greenawalt 
 1005:  Robyn Mills 
  

Email:  mipresbyterian@gmail.com 
Preschool email:  MIPCPreschool@gmail.com 

Website: www.merrittislandpc.org 
Facebook:  Facebook.com/Merritt.Island.Presbyterian.Church 
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