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Pastor Christina’s Corner 

As the Merritt Island landscape blooms with the vibrant colors of May, we 
are reminded of the "tender and fresh" power of God to bring new life to all 
things. Here at Merritt Island Presbyterian Church (MIPC), this season is a 
beautiful mix of celebration and a call to revived discipleship, including 
faithful stewardship. 

Our Mission Statement: 

As an imperfect but loved and forgiven family of faith, our mission is to 
worship God sincerely as disciples of Christ, to connect people to God and 
each other, to grow in love through Spirit-guided teaching, and to share 
God’s grace generously through mercy, hospitality and service to others. 

The Mission in Our Hands: 

Our commitment to our neighbors remains as steadfast as ever. Throughout 
May, we continue to serve through our vital ministries: 

• Heavenly Handmade: Our crafters meet every other Wednesday to 
create prayer shawls and supplies for hospitals and the unsheltered. 

• Community Support: We continue our work with the Brevard Sharing 
Center through canned food drives and participate in the 5 Cents Per 
Meal program on the second Sunday of each month.  We look 
forward to Blanket and Tool Sunday in June. 

• Youth: This month, we look forward to the Graduation of our VPK 
class and we celebrate with Carrie Mills who has grown up through 
the Preschool and is now graduating from UNF in Jacksonville. On 
May 1st and 2nd our One Purpose Youth will take the stage once 
again to share their talents. 
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Facing the Numbers with Faith 

While our hearts are full, our financial outlook requires our collective 
attention. We are currently navigating a roughly $65,000 deficit budget 
(Church and Preschool combined) for 2026. Just as we journey through the 
liturgy, we remember that "grace does not draw boundaries," but it does 
call us to responsible action and stewardship. 

To bridge this gap while maintaining our outreach—from Stephen Ministry 
partnerships to supporting children through the MIPC Preschool—we must 
look at how we can each contribute to our shared vision and mission. 

Living Our Mission Through Generosity 

At Merritt Island Presbyterian Church, we describe ourselves as an 
“imperfect but loved and forgiven family of faith.” This honesty is our 
strength. It allows us to face our challenges—including our current budget 
deficit—not with fear, but with the confidence of a family that looks after 
one another. 

To sustain the vibrant life of our congregation and close this gap, we look to 
the four pillars of our mission statement: 

1. Worshiping Sincerely & Connecting People 

Our sanctuary is a place where we connect people to God and each other. 
From the music that lifts our spirits to the prayers that sustain us, worship 
requires resources. Closing this deficit ensures our doors remain open and 
our technology stays current, allowing us to reach those who cannot join us 
in person. 
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2. Growing through Spirit-Guided Teaching 

Discipleship is a lifelong journey. Your stewardship supports our Faith 
Enrichment, VBS, and adult Bible studies. To "grow in love," we must invest 
in the materials and leadership that foster spiritual maturity for the next 
generation of our faith family. 

3. Sharing Grace Generously 

Our mission calls us to share God’s grace through mercy, hospitality, and 
service. Whether it’s feeding the hungry in our local community or providing 
a place of refuge and hospitality on the Island, our budget is the engine 
behind our outreach. We cannot share what we do not sustain. 

How You Can Help: 

• Reflect and Pray: Prayer is a vital component of spiritual 
stewardship. In your prayers, ask how God is calling you and 
equipping you to support our mission financially. If you haven’t yet 
made a commitment for this year, your first-time gift is a powerful 
affirmation of faith and of confidence in our future. 

• Consistent Giving: Small, regular contributions—like our 5 Cents Per 
Meal habit—make a significant impact over time. Imagine if we each 
not only put 5 cents per meal in a can, but what if we each give an 
extra $1 a day – with an average attendance at church of 50, that 
would mean and extra $18k a year. 

• Active Participation: Beyond financial gifts, your presence in Adult 
Faith Enrichment Class (Sunday at 9:00 AM on Zoom or in-person), 
the Men’s or Women’s Bible Studies and our Live Stream services 
keeps our community strong. As you go out into the community 
bring a sticker or two to share and let people know that MIPC is an 
open, inclusive and welcoming church where they can find a place of 
belonging. 
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• Invite a friend: Recently we talked about how many in our 
community feel isolated. Come to our game days, Joyful Thursdays, 
and bring a friend, allowing others a safe way to get involved and 
form relationships at the church. Invite one of your “crafty” friends 
to Heavenly Handmade. Bring a friend to a Fellowship event or the 
One Purpose Show. 

We believe that connection is sacred. By addressing this deficit together, we 
ensure that MIPC remains a place where hope and community continue to 
thrive for years to come. 

We are a people of grace. By giving generously, we aren't just balancing a 
spreadsheet; we are witnessing to the depth and authenticity of our faith 
and ensuring that MIPC remains a lighthouse of hope, mercy, and love on 
Merritt Island. 

 

 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Christina 

 

 

 



Worship 

WORSHIP UPDATES FOR MAY 

 

Communion on May 3 

On May 3, we will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper during our 

worship service. Celebrating the Sacrament on the 5th Sunday of Easter 

invites a particular devotional focus: as we receive the cup of Christ’s new 

covenant, we remember that in doing so we are called to be “a chosen 

people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that [we] 

may declare the praises of him who called [us] out of darkness into his 

wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9). Guest vocalist Sarah Lawrence will bless us 

with her offering of special music on this date! 

 

Mother’s Day! 

May 10 is Mother’s Day, so we will offer prayers of thanksgiving for our 

mothers, and for strong women of faith who have been mothers to us and 

have influenced our lives in so many ways.  Join us in the Activities Room 

after worship for cake and coffee. 

 

Special Music on May 17 

We will be richly blessed on the third Sunday of May when Leslie Mitchell 

and her longtime friend and musical collaborator Shelly McLoney combine 

their extraordinary talents to grace our worship with special music. Do not 

miss this! 
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Day of Pentecost 

The Day of Pentecost falls this year on May 24. The name Pentecost comes 

from the Greek Pentékosté which means fiftieth and originally referred to 

the Jewish Shavuot (Feast of Weeks) which occurs seven weeks after 

Passover. The Hebrew festival celebrated the receiving of the Law at Mt. 

Sinai (Exodus 19-20). The Christian observance recalls and celebrates the 

receiving of the Holy Spirit by the Apostles and other believers "on the day 

of Pentecost" as described in Acts 2. We cherish Pentecost Sunday as the 

"birthday" of the Church, and we use the color red to symbolize the 

"tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them" (Acts 2:3) 

on that day. 

 

Trinity Sunday is May 31 

The first Sunday after Pentecost is Trinity Sunday. On this date, we 

emphasize and celebrate the Christian doctrine of the Trinity, that is, the 

three persons of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Thanks to all who work to create meaningful worship services at MIPC: 

Pastor Christina, our music team, our tech team, those who serve as 

liturgist, those who usher, those who serve communion, and those who 

prepare and clean the sanctuary. If you feel called to share in the work of 

our Worship Ministry, or have feedback, ideas, or talents to share, please 

contact John Shuford (john.m.shuford@gmail.com). 

 

John Shuford 

Worship Chair 



Property 



Church Family Spotlight 

Caroline “Carrie” Mills’ journey is a beautiful reflection of how a community can 
help shape a life from its very earliest days—and how those roots continue to guide 
new beginnings. 

Carrie’s story with Merritt Island Presbyterian Church began when she was just 
two months old, entering our preschool as an infant. From those first days, she grew 
up within these walls, learning, playing, and forming the earliest foundations of who 
she would become. She remained in the preschool until age five, carrying with her not 
only early education but also the warmth and care of a church family that watched 
her grow. 

As the years went on, Carrie stayed connected. She returned to help at the 
preschool alongside her mom, Robyn Mills (now the preschool director), offering the 
same care and attention she once received. She joined in summer camps when she 
could, participated in Vacation Bible School, and was part of Kids Klub in sixth grade. 
Her presence was a constant thread—sometimes as a student, sometimes as a helper, 
always as part of the MIPC family. 

In 2019, Carrie officially stepped into a working role at the preschool, helping with 
behind-the-scenes tasks like cleaning classrooms and bathrooms—work that often 
goes unnoticed but is essential to creating a safe and welcoming space for others. By 
2022, during her school breaks, she expanded her role by assisting in classrooms, 
pouring into the next generation of children just as others once poured into her. 

Now, Carrie graduates from Florida Atlantic University with a degree in business 
management—an incredible milestone that reflects years of dedication and growth. 
And in true adventurous spirit, she is preparing for her next chapter: moving to 
Australia to gain life experience and explore the world beyond what she has always 
known. 

Her journey brings to mind the words of scripture: 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.” ~Proverbs 3:5–6 

While her path is taking her far from Merritt Island, her story remains deeply 
rooted here. From a two-month-old infant in the preschool to a young woman 
stepping confidently into the world, Carrie’s journey is a testament to faith, 
community, and the enduring impact of a loving foundation.  Wherever life takes her, 
Carrie will always have a place to call home at Merritt Island Presbyterian Church. 



Happy Mother’s Day to all our moms! I hope you 

enjoy your special day and are treated to some 

wonderful surprises! 

May is a busy month at the preschool. We will celebrate 

our moms with our annual Muffins for Moms.  

Our VPK class has a song and a poem to share and our three-year-old 

class has an art activity planned with their moms. We also have our VPK 

graduation on Friday, May 29th. We are so proud of our class and all that 

they have accomplished this year. We love them and will miss them when 

they leave for Kindergarten. 

Our school age students will have their last day of school on May 22nd 

and then our summer program will be in full swing! Our teachers are planning 

a “Trip Around the World” this summer. The students will learn about 

different countries and enjoy some cooking and art activities that are related 

to each country. We also have VBS scheduled in July and a bunch of fun field 

trips planned throughout the summer. 

 

Respectfully, 

Robyn Mills, Preschool Director 

 

  

Preschool 
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Madagascar Update 

Dear Friends, 

I had hoped to keep you better updated on happenings in Madagascar.  You may 

remember we have a 25+ year relationship with Dan and Elizabeth Turk…and I 

promise to do better! 

First bit of information is that the Turks are in the States (for their daughter 

Frances’ wedding) and will be here probably until October.  We hope to have 

them in our pulpit in August or September so they can fill us in on progress and 

happenings.  Fortunately their connections with the 6 million-member FJKM 

church and the Malagasy people will keep them in touch with happenings.  You 

perhaps know that every month I am part of the Madagascar Mission Network 

(MMN) meetings which are attended by people from all over the world! 

As to the government we learned in March that there were 30 government minis-

ters appointed, men and women, who hope to lead their country away from the 

rampant corruption and be “serving the people, not special interests.”  Colonel 

Michael Randrianirina who is the acting president seems to be working to root 

out the problems that have plagued Madagascar for decades.  

But there is confusion about the Gen Z group that spearheaded the October 2025 

takeover which ran out the former president Andry—no one quite knows who 

Gen Z is.  In the past they were cast as disgruntled and well organized students 

but no one seems to be quite sure.  There is also the concern about Colonel 

Michael’s visit to Moscow where he met with Putin.  The Russians gave Madagas-

car armored vehicles, weapons, ammunition, and uniforms on April 1, a visible 

strengthening of the Russian presence in the country. 
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But on a happier note, in the next newsletter I will share with you a picture of the 

beautiful new small elementary school our two recent mission groups are respon-

sible for—it will save the children who live close to the Mango Palace (where Dan 

has most of his plants) from a dangerous long walk to the government school 

along one of the few very busy roads.   It will be a FJKM school which has much 

higher standards for their students. 

If you have questions about Madagascar please ask me!  If you want to be more 

involved we would love to have you join the MMN. 

 I hope at some point to give a Sunday morning presentation of Fred’s and my trip 

which we took with 4 members of the 1st Presbyterian Church of Tuscaloosa. 

 

 

Cheryl Mahan   

321-431-9623 
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Clothing Bin 

 

 



Fellowship 

On Palm Sunday, March 20, 2026, Fellowship invited all members to dinner and a 

sing-a-long after church.  New Elder Peggy Boekhout turned to Lorrie Peek first, 

knowing the gathering would then be a guaranteed success.  Lorrie suggested a simple 

dinner – ham, baked beans, potato salad and peas.  Peggy baked two hams and 

enough beans for 50 people (a perfect recipe courtesy of Chat GPT), Lorrie cooked the 

peas and Anne Cole made ten pounds of potato salad for all to enjoy.   

And then we watched as church members brought in a bevy of delightful dishes 

and a full table of desserts.  It was a delicious feast, truly wonderful.  

 Sarah Lawrence and Jennavon Brown warmed up at the piano as people loaded 

up their plates. Peggy passed out song sheets with fifteen different songs, some hymns 

and some oldies but goodies.  Sarah thought it’d be fun to get folks singing with their 

mouths full and so we began.  We sang as many songs as time permitted and saved a 

few for next time.  Don’t worry, before next time Peggy will add in a few more songs 

and the beat will go on.   

 Fellowship provided plates, Saran wrap, plastic bags and plastic lidded containers 

for all to take home food.  Peggy then took all the leftovers to W. Cocoa for the folks 

on Fern St. to enjoy on this beautiful Sunday evening. (Anne, less than a quart of 

potato salad remained leftover; it was that good). 

 Thank you to all of you for making this dinner an enjoyable success.   

   

Next Events:  

 After-Church Cake and Coffee and Tea on Mother’s Day, May 10 in the 

Activities room with gifts from the Heavenly Handmaidens.   

 A spectacular celebration of Flag Day on June 14 led by Anne Cole and 

your faithful Fellowship Committee 

 

Enjoy the photos on the following page! 

 

Peg Boekhout 

Fellowship Elder 



Fellowship 

 

 



Finance  

—————————————————————— 

The March financial report reflects steady progress in our shared ministry. 

The church recorded a positive balance of $1,086, while the preschool showed 

a temporary deficit of $1,180 due to the unplanned expense of playground 

mulch replacement. While partial funds were raised, the remaining cost was 

expensed; without this infrequent expense (every 3-4 years), the preschool 

would also have ended the month with a positive result. (The “Mulch 

Madness” special collection remains open, for those who still would like to 

contribute.) 

At the close of the first quarter, both the church and preschool are tracking 

close to budget expectations. Pledge income is in line with projections, while 

some other income sources are slightly behind. Expenses for both ministries 

remain generally consistent with the budget. 

While this alignment reflects careful stewardship, it also means we remain 

on track for the planned combined deficit of $65,209. In the months ahead, we 

will prayerfully consider ways to strengthen generosity, grow income, and 

manage expenses in support of our mission. 
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In May, we will welcome a representative from the Presbyterian Foundation to 

guide us in areas such as stewardship, generosity, legacy giving, and facility 

usage. The Finance Committee will be meeting with him on May 21 at 6:00 

PM, followed by a presentation from him at the next Session meeting on  

May 27. 

It is a privilege to serve in this role and to support the stewardship of our 

church’s resources. If you would like to join the Finance Committee or even 

just attend the next meeting via Zoom on May 21st — please feel free to reach 

out. 

 

Gayle Allenback 

Finance Elder 

epigayle@gmail.com 



Deacons/Stephen Ministry 

 

Our next Deacon meeting will be on May  11 at 3:30 PM in 

the Session Room. 

 

 

=================================================================== 

 

 

 

Bear one another’s burdens and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.  

-Galatians 6:2 

 

Stephen Ministers multiply ministry by providing high quality care to 

· those grieving the loss of a loved one 

· terminally ill people and their families 

· people who are homebound 

· victims of disaster 

· the hospitalized 

and countless other situations when people are experiencing a crisis or difficult time 

and could benefit from on going, one-on-one Christian care. 

MIPC, in partnership with Grace Methodist Church, has a strong Stephen Minister 

program. If you or anyone you know who might be benefitted with a Stephen 

Minister, please call Pastor Christina or Craig Smoot (321-223-4841, Stephen Minister 

liaison). All is held confidential. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS: 

 

1  Mike Smith 

12  Stacy Boote 

13 John Heenan 

13 Bobby Pflaumer 

14  Karri Fjeldheim 

23 Barbara Seaman 

26 Marsha Strickland 

26 Frances Fernald 

 

 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES: 

  

24 Cathy & Bob Erb 

25 Linda & Rob Serfozo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUDGET UPDATE 
 

 

YTD As of 3/31/26 

 

Actual Revenue:   $ 40,084 

  Budgeted:   $ 45,750  

Actual Expenses:     $ 50,819 

Budgeted:  $  52,401 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

The deadline for input in the  

June newsletter is May 21 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 



The MIPC Press is printed by the Merritt Island Presbyterian Church,  
600 S. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, Florida 32952.  

 
 
Rev. Christina Greenawalt Pastor 
Pam Poland Faith Formation Ministries Associate 
Leslie Mitchell Financial Secretary 

 Robyn Mills Preschool Director 
Jennavon Brown Substitute Organist/Pianist 
Gabriella Plaza One Purpose Director  
Giovanna Curry One Purpose Music Director 

 
 

Each month, we feature an “Eco-Friendly Tip!”  It’s our way of helping conserve 
resources and preserve our beautiful Brevard beaches and waterways. 

Presbyterians for Earth Care is a national eco-justice network that cares for God’s 
creation by connecting, equipping, and inspiring Presbyterians to make creation care a 
central concern of the church.  They work with individual members, congregations, and 
other faith-based ministries to  support people of faith working towards “environmental 

wholeness with social justice.”   For more information visit the website   
https://presbyearthcare.org  

Do you have a tip to share?  Contact mipresbyterian@gmail.com. 

 

 

Please contact the church office if you have questions, if you would like to speak to the pastor, 
or if we can assist you in any way. 

 
 Office extensions: 
Office phone number: 321-452-5689  1001: Reception 
 1002: Leslie Mitchell 
Preschool phone number: 321-453-1640 1003: Pam Poland 
 1004: Rev. Greenawalt 
 1005:  Robyn Mills 
  

Email:  mipresbyterian@gmail.com 
Preschool email:  MIPCPreschool@gmail.com 

Website: www.merrittislandpc.org 
Facebook:  Facebook.com/Merritt.Island.Presbyterian.Church 
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