
 

 

MERRITT ISLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Leading in Worship:  Rev. Christina A. Greenawalt and Leslie Neihouse 

March 26, 2023      In Person and Facebook Live 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

 

Gathering Music 

Words of Welcome   Pastor Christina 

Centering Video 

Call to Worship (responsive):   Liturgist 

One:  Have you ever felt washed up, brittle, worn-down to the bone?   

All: Have you ever felt grief lay heavy on your back?   

One:  Have you ever felt like hope was out of reach?   

All: Have you ever wondered, can these bones live?   

One:  If you have, then you are in the right place, for this is God’s house.  Hope lives here.   

All: So, come. Rest your weary bones.   

One:  Let us worship Holy God.   

Hymn # 286:  Breathe on Me, Breath of God  

Breathe on me, Breath of God; fill me with life anew, 

that I may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure, 

until with thee I will one will, to do and to endure. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly thine, 

until this earthly part of me glows with thy fire divine. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die, 

but live with thee the perfect life of thine eternity. 

Time with Children - Young and Young at        Pastor Christina 

Call to Confession   Liturgist 

Prayer of Confession (unison): 

Jesus of Nazareth, I confess: I forget that you know this feeling. I forget that you, too, have wept. I forget 

that you, too, have lost. I forget that you, too, have gathered at the tomb, have grieved for a friend, and have 

felt the sting of humanity. Forgive me for all the times I place blame on you. Forgive me for all the times I 

create distance, imagining that you could never feel what I feel. Forgive me for allowing the valley of dry 

bones to be a sea of space between us. Pour yourself into the cracks in my heart. Bring these bones back 

to life. Bring me closer to you. With gratitude I pray, amen.   

 

 



 

 

Assurance of Pardon (responsive):            

One: Friends, you could spend your whole lives ignoring God, pushing God away, or trying to solve the world’s 

problems all on your own, and God would still love you all the same. Even in our shortcomings, we are 

God’s beloved. So hear and believe this good news:  

All:  We are saved by grace through faith. We belong to God. We are not alone.  

Response to Assurance: As We Seek Your Face 

As we seek Your face may we know Your heart 

Feel Your presence, acceptance as we seek Your face 

At Your feet we fall, Sov'reign Lord. We cry holy holy, at Your feet we fall 

Prayer for Illumination 

First Reading:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 Page 987, OT 

One:  The Word of the Lord.    All:  Thanks be to God. 

Special Music: Dry Bones Jeana Lutz, soloist 

Second Reading: John 11:1-45 Page 127, NT 

One:  The Gospel of the Lord.    All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Message: Seeking: Can These Bones Live? Rev. Christina Greenawalt 

Hymn:   Can These Bones Live?  

(tune: LAUDA ANIMA- “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”)  

When the past is dead and buried, lifeless in the barren ground  

What good can emerge from ashes?  Where can any life be found?  

Breathe in deep the rushing Spirit; life is growing all around.  

When our hearts are bowed in sorrow and the grief is newly wrought  

Crying, “If you’d only been here;” weeping for what we have lost  

Resurrect our hearts and spirits, living God whom we exalt. 

When our spirits feel so broken, wrapped in linens and entombed  

Without hope and without feeling as the storm clouds ‘round us loom  

Hear the words of life from Jesus: “Come out, be unbound” and bloom. 
 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

Prayers of the People 

Invitation to Live Generously: The offering basket is near the back door of the sanctuary. 

You may also give online at www.merrittislandpc.org 

Response:   Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow: praise Him all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen! 

Prayer of Dedication 

Closing Hymn # 292:  As the Wind Song (verse 1) 

As the wind song through the trees, as the stirring of the breeze, so it is with the Spirit of God, 

as the heart made strangely warm, As the voice within the storm, so it is with the Spirit of God. 

Never seen, ever known where this wind has blown, bringing life, bringing power to the world, 

as the dancing tongues of fire, as the soul’s most deep desire, so it is with the Spirit of God. 

Charge and Benediction   

Postlude 

 

 

http://www.merrittislandpc.org/


 

 

*************************************************************************** 

Ushers:  Linda Whitten, Lynn Pemberton, Marsha Strickland 

Attendance Last Week:  In Person 36, On Line 15  

*************************************************************************** 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today, whether you are here in person or online!  We gather together as a church family, 

from wherever we may be. If you would like to know more about MIPC, how you can be more involved, or to speak to the pastor, 

please contact the church office at the number/email below. 

Worshiping with Children: We are so glad you have chosen to worship with us, and we pray that you feel welcome and at 

home here at MIPC. The ushers have children's bulletins available for the kids. We offer Children’s Church for Preschoolers 

through 6th grade. After the Children’s Message, the children will be escorted to our Activities Room for Children’s Church, and 

then returned to their parents in the sanctuary at the end of the worship service. If you have any questions please see an Usher 

and they can direct you to our Faith Formation Ministries Associate, Pam Poland, or one of our Children’s Church teachers. 

Thank you for being here today! 

Church Library: We have children’s Easter books displayed on the book truck in the Narthex from our 500+ item library.  Check 

it out! 

 

Ways to Serve 

Nursery Care: Faith Formation Ministries is seeking volunteers to participate in a Nursery Care rotation when we have little 

ones in worship. We would like to have a group of approximately 8 people, so it would require a minimum time commitment for 

everyone. If you are willing to serve in this ministry please contact Pam Poland at mipcffm@gmail.com or 321-626-6224. (There 

is also a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.) 

One Great Hour Of Sharing:  Received during the season of Lent (culminating on Easter Morning), each gift to OGHS helps 

to improve the lives of people in challenging situations. The Offering provides us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors 

in need. In fact, OGHS is the single largest way that Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world. In 2022, 

MIPC donated $246 to One Great Hour of Sharing. Wouldn’t it be great to help even more in 2023? May each of us prayerfully 

consider how we might help with the OGHS Special Offering. There are flyers in the Narthex with more information on how your 

gift helps people all over the world, and how to offer prayers for the people and projects who receive this support. 

There is a new flower chart for 2023 in the Narthex.  Sign up for your week to beautify our sanctuary!  There is also the 

option to donate to the Sharing Center (or other organization) in lieu of flowers.  Contact the church office for more details. 

Fellowship:  We are seeking new members of the Fellowship Committee!  See the forms in the Narthex and let us know if you 

are interested. 

MIPC will celebrate Jeanna Lutz's upcoming April wedding with a reception after church TODAY in the Activities Room.  We 

hope everyone will join us for cake and finger foods.    

Please join us in the Activities room for an Easter Egg stuffing party on Tuesday, March 28th, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in 

preparation for our Easter/Spring Festival. Lunch will be provided. If you would like to help please RSVP on the sign-up sheet 

in the Narthex. 

The Scouts are having a car wash fundraiser on April 1 from 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. at the Advanced Auto Parts (next to the Bowling 

Alley). If you would like to get a pre-sale ticket for $5 please see Crystal McPhail.  

Our Easter/Spring Festival is coming up on Saturday, April 1st, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. If you love seeing the faces of happy 

children and a visit from the Easter Bunny please sign-up to volunteer in the Narthex. We need help with set up, food service, 

activities, crafts, and clean up. 



 

 

 Ways to Connect 

Lent:  There are two different Lenten study calendars in the Narthex - feel free to take one or both. 

Name Tags:  Building our faith community is easier if we know each other’s names.  Please help us by wearing your clip-on 

name tag that is in the Narthex.  (If you prefer we can provide a blue lanyard for it.)  If you need a name tag, or have 

lost/misplaced yours, just ask Cheryl Mahan (321-431-9623) or your deacon. 

Adult Faith Enrichment Class: Join us for our Lenten study, Meeting Jesus at the Table, led by Sandy Hill, at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Session Room or on Zoom. The Zoom link is emailed weekly. 

HOLY WEEK:  Mark your calendars for our holy week worship events: 

 April 2:  Palm Sunday communion worship with choir, 10 AM 

 April 6:  Maundy Thursday communion worship, 7 PM 

 April 7:  Good Friday worship service, 3 PM 

 April 9:  Easter Sunday worship with choir, 10 AM 

 

Celebrations & Concerns 

Happy Birthday to:    

March 27:  Mary Ann Eastep 

March 27:  Milt Seapker 

 

Our Prayers are with:*  Carolyn Crockett, Michelle Fornelli, Carl & Pat Houston, Andre Koodie, Courtney Penderson, Faye 

Porche, Rita Rhinehart, and George Wilcox. 

* Please contact the office with any additions or subtractions to the prayer list.  Names will remain on the list for 4 weeks unless 

otherwise requested.   

Thank you,  Maryrose Beerman and Jeana Lutz for the beautiful music today.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Rev. Christina Greenawalt, Pastor 

Maryrose Beerman, Acting Music Director Pam Poland, Faith Formation Ministries 

Tammy Lewis, Preschool Director  Robyn Mills, Preschool Director 

Leslie Mitchell, Financial Secretary  Mary Lou Tipton, Director of Performing Arts 

James Neihouse, Live Feed Director/Producer  Dale Greenawalt, Sound Operator 

www.merrittislandpc.org (321) 452-5689 mipresbyterian@gmail.com 
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