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LENT 



 

 

When I think of February, I think of love. First, I think about 
Valentine’s Day where we share our love of others in our midst: 
friends, family, children, spouses. My mind then goes to the Love of 
God, with Ash Wednesday. This year we will Celebrate Ash 
Wednesday on February 22, 2022 with three distinct services to 
meet the needs of our worshiping community. At 10:00 am, we will have a family 
chapel where the Preschool aged children and their families can receive imposition 
of ashes and hear about the Love of Christ. At noon-time we will have a simple 
prayer service with the imposition of ashes for those who may not be able to make it 
to the 7:00 pm traditional Ash Wednesday service. The 7:00 pm service will be 
shown on Facebook live (like our normal Sunday Services).  

As I was driving out to Titusville last week to meet with a colleague, I saw what I 
thought were flamingos migrating. I came to find out they were probably scarlet ibis. 
I thought of the transitions we make. Sometimes out of love and to be able to have 
our children in a safe place. Sometimes it is to get better resources. Perhaps we 
make transitions to get us out of the rut we find ourselves in. We transition in life 
too: birth, adolescent, youth, adult, senior adult, retired, married, single, divorced, 
death. The seasons are changing as well here in Florida. The trees are transitioning to 
spring, even if the rest of the world is  blanketed in snow. Our church is transitioning 
as we recently installed and ordained new church officers. They are getting up to 
speed on the ways they will help to resource the church, preschool and community. 
The world is always in a constant time of transition; our days change, our weather 
changes,  and yet transition is often seen as scary and hard. It can be those things.  

January is often a time to recoup from all the holidays; we need the time to 
renew ourselves, to get back on track and to plan the year ahead. In the liturgical 
calendar it is also ordinary time; it is a time when we transition between the 
Christmas season and the Lenten Season. The excitement of Christmas is fading 
quickly and soon that will give way to the somber tone of Lent as we contemplate 
Jesus’ passion.  

 

Pastor Christina’s Corner 



 

 

We all face transitions in life. Some of our highest highs are followed by our 
biggest struggles and pain. When we read of Jesus facing death, we look at it through 
the lens of the resurrection – the crucifixion is not the end of the story, and yet 
resurrection requires death.  

We, too, go through trials to allow for the good to emerge.  We need to be 
willing to take the risk of trying something new, of getting past the fear of failure in 
order to embrace the opportunity to move into the next chapter where God is 
leading us. Friends, we know that well at MIPC. I get so excited when people come— 
and come back—to worship, when we see all the activity, when I am invited to form 
relationships with our Preschool families and teachers or the Scouts.  

The trials are not the purpose – rebirth and transformation are the real purpose 
of it all. We are called to be a people who are given new life in Christ and to allow 
the love of Christ to transform us into a new creation.  

This is the purpose of Lent – to understand God, that God does not want us to 
stay stagnant but to change, to be renewed into the likeness of Christ – with His love, 
grace, mercy and character. Lent is both a period of repentance and renewal. We 
acknowledge we need a change, and we ask God through Jesus Christ to come renew 
our mind, heart and spirit.  

As we transition into February and Lent, may we all be open to the opportunities 
God provides us, to embrace the transition and rejoice in seeing God at work in 
ourselves, our church, and our community.  

 
 
 
 

Love,  

      Pastor Christina  

Pastor Christina’s Corner 



Your Session met January 19, 2023 with the following highlights: 

 

• Accepted with regret the resignation of Bob Willett from the Endowment 
Committee.  The Session greatly appreciates Bob’s service on the 
Endowment Committee and his continued service to MIPC in a variety of 
activities/committees. 

 
Session members also gathered on January 22 for a retreat for officers’ training 
led by Pastor Christina.  Highlights include: 

• Shared our own spiritual journeys ending with how we came to MIPC. 
• Reviewed being a rowboat vs. sailboat church; sailboat requires being 

aware of and sailing with the wind, where wind = Holy Spirit.  As a 
Session, we want to make strong efforts to follow  the guidance - and 
sail with -  the Holy Spirit. 

• Focused on positive events/activities in our church for 2022 and how we 
can continue to grow in 2023. 

• Discussed the work of the church through committees and the 
importance of involving members of the congregation in each of the 
committees.  Committees offer opportunities for small group fellowship 
and are essential in the life and operation of the church.  Committee 
chairs will share briefly about their committees during upcoming 
“Moment for Mission” times during Sunday worship. 

 
 

Clerk of Session, 

Karri Fjeldheim  

Session Highlights  



Worship 

It is exciting to see more and more people worship with us in-person and 

online. Pastor Christina will be out twice in February as she enjoys a cruise for her 

birthday and attends the Synod meeting.  

On February 5th, we welcome the Scouts for Scout Sunday. Please come and 

show our love of our Scouts and encourage them as they help to lead us in worship. 

On February 12th, Pastor Christina and Dale will be returning from their cruise, and 

we welcome Pastor Rick Oppelt to the pulpit; he is working with Maryrose on some 

special music on his ukulele.   Thank you to Leslie Neihouse for filling in for Dale in 

the tech booth. 

Mark your calendars: February 22 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent.  

We will have three different services to reach the needs of our congregation. Please 

feel free to come to any or all of them and invite someone to join you. All services 

include the imposition of ashes. Our service times on February 22 include: 
 

• 10:00 am – Family Chapel with our Preschool Children.  Each year they are 

mesmerized by this physical mark of Christ’s love on them.  

• 12:00 pm – Simple Prayer Service.  Maybe you do not want to drive at night or 

just need a moment during the day to come, sit, and be with God and receive 

your own reminder to the work and love of Christ.  

• 7:00 pm – Traditional Ash Wednesday Service – will be streamed on Facebook 

Live.  
 

On February 23, Pastor Christina leaves to attend the Synod Meeting at 

Epworth By The Sea. We welcome Rev. Dr. Carmelo Mercado for the First Sunday of 

Lent.  

Our Lenten theme this year is “Seeking.” We will look at the people Jesus 

encounters who are seeking. Nicodemus comes to Jesus in the veil of the night. 

Jesus approaches a Samaritan woman at the well, and he heals a man born 

without sight. In each of these stories, the people we read and hear about are 

seeking a new beginning, a different life, a deeper faith. Each story is an exchange 

filled with questions and exploration.  



Worship / Fellowship 

Perhaps this resonates with where you are right now in your life. We come 

seeking many things: clarity, connection, wonder, justice, balance. We are seeking 

our calling, the sacred, and how to live as a disciple. Maybe, like many other people 

in light of the turbulent last few years, you are asking big questions about your life 

and faith. We pray that whatever questions lie on our hearts, our Lenten theme will 

help us all unpack some of these big questions in ways that are both honest and 

faithful. May each of us ask: “What am I seeking? What is God seeking?”  

This Lent, we invite you to engage in the spiritual practice of seeking – being 

open, curious and flexible – to be drawn more deeply into the fullness of life, in the 

heart of God.  

 

  Leslie Neihouse and Karri Fjeldheim 

  Worship Co-Chairs 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The Fellowship Committee is planning a Valentine’s Covered Dish Luncheon, right 

after worship on Sunday, Feb. 19.  Bring a dish to share and enjoy love and 

fellowship with your church family!   If you would like to help please contact Kathy 

Porche at islanddawgs@yahoo.com. 

 

 



Preschool 
         In January, the Preschool stayed busy learning 

about literacy, and reading many fun stories.  We 

celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King Day and learned 

about him.   

The children had fun sampling foods from the 

food groups and enjoyed themselves .  VPK went on a 

field trip to a farm and learned about farm animals 

and had a picnic lunch.   

The preschool has added more 
playground equipment to our playground and the children are enjoying it very 
much.  February brings us to looking forward to learning about the many 
different ways we can travel and how we travel.  The children will enjoy a 
Valentine’ party this month and enjoy friendships. 

We continue to grow and look for ways to improve.  Tammy completed 
training to become certified to teach and certify staff and others in First 
Aid and CPR, also blood-borne pathogens.   

We have also started the process of becoming a Pyramid Model school 
through ELC which will make us better able to serve our children and 
community. It will also give our teachers excellent training to work and 
educate our children.  It is a three year process, which is a lot of training, but 
it will be worth it.   

We thank you for all your support. We are very blessed to be a part of 
this ministry. 

 
 
 
 
 

Tammy Lewis, Preschool Director 
Robyn Mills, Asst. Preschool Director 

Pat Smith, Preschool Elder 



Preschool 
          

 
 



Finance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As many of you have seen and heard at our Annual Meeting on Jan. 29, we ended 
2022 with an operating loss for the church (-8,543).  However, our prospects for 2023 
are good, with a balanced budget for the first time in many years.  Pledges are up 
over last year, and we anticipate our increased attendance will continue to build, 
meaning more “loose” income as well.  A huge factor in being able to balance our 
budget is the fact that the Preschool has been very prosperous, and has granted 
MIPC a portion of their 2022 profits—$20,000—to be applied to 2023 income.  We 
are so grateful for this generosity, and proud of the excellent leadership of our 
Preschool. 
 
We send our thanks to Bob Willett for chairing Finance for this past year; we 
welcome Mike Smith as the new chair of the committee.  We welcome new members 
to our committee as well!  And even if you don’t want to be on the committee, we 
are happy to answer any questions you may have about our church finances.  Contact 
Leslie Mitchell at mipresbyterian@gmail.com, or 321-452-5689 ext 1002. 
 
 

  2022 Totals 

General Fund Revenue: 181,416 

General Fund Expenses: 189,959 

General Fund Net Revenue: 8,543 

   

Preschool Revenue: 655,168 

Preschool Expenses: 617,579 

Preschool Net Revenue: 37,589 



 
 
 
The first meeting of the deacons for 2023 took place following worship on 8 January 

where our Pastor conducted a training session and welcomed the newest deacon 

member: Jason Poirier. Jason was officially ordained during the worship service on 29 

January.  

Your MIPC deacons are people serving others through compassion, witness, and 

sharing. During this past Christmas season your deacons visited the homebound and 

delivered Christmas packages prepared by several people within the congregation. The 

service of the deacons is not reserved for those ordained as deacons, but for anyone 

willing to reach out to others by sharing the love of Jesus. Talk to your deacon if you 

would like to help in this worthwhile mission. 

 

 

 

 

Along the rural roads in India, shelves are built on top of posts at shoulder height. 

These are called “soma tonga.” People who walk the roads, carrying loads on their 

backs, can stop at a soma tonga, place their load on the shelf, and rest for a while 

before continuing the journey. At some time, each of us needs help in dealing with a 

heavy load …overwhelming grief or sadness, an unexpected crisis. A Stephen Minister 

can be a soma tonga for you. If you want to experience the caring, Christian presence 

of a Stephen Minister in your life, contact Craig Smoot (321-223-4841). All information 

is handled in strict confidence.  

Deacons / Stephen Ministry  



Mission 

 

Potential Volunteers Needed for Overnight at Family Promise 
 

When Grace Methodist Church hosts families who are being sheltered by 
Family Promise, they need folks to be chaperones and spend the night, as well 
as providing the meals.  Often we have little interaction with our guests since 
they are usually putting the kids to bed for the night. 

This happens 3 to 4 times a year.  Cindy Bottomley and Cheryl Mahan are 
happy to do this chaperoning but there may be times when one or both of us 
cannot do it (sickness, out of town, etc).  What we are looking for is someone, 
man or woman (there are potentially two places to put the comfortable cots 
we sleep on) who is willing to overnight at Grace.   We start at 8:30 pm and 
leave for home at 7 am.  We would be happy to show you the setup if you 
wish before you volunteer. 
 
Thanks for considering it!  Contact Cheryl or Cindy for more details. 
  
 
Mission Committee: 
If you saw our article in the 2022 Annual Report, you know that we are a very 
busy committee!  There were 18 different projects/missions listed that MIPC 
supported in the past year. 
If you would like to be a part of this team, please contact Cindy Bottomley or 
the church office.  As Pastor Christina said to the children in worship recently, 
“many hands make light work.”  And we have so much we plan to accomplish 
this year—especially the ongoing work on our Preschool Food Pantry. 
 
Dates to remember: 
February 5:  Monthly collection of canned goods and items to be split 
between the Sharing Center and the Preschool Food Pantry. 
February 12:  Monthly 5 Cents Per Meal collection, which assists hunger issues 
both locally and nationally (a portion of this also comes back in support of our 
Food Pantry). 
          
      Cindy Bottomley 
      Mission Chair 



Fellowship 

                         
 

 

 

 

Café 
Join us for Fellowship time after 

worship every Sunday! The church 

provides coffee and drinks. Please sign 

up in the Narthex if you would like to 

provide snacks for your family and 

friends. 



                   
 
 

                                 

 
 

 
Kids Klub started their Spring semester on Tuesday, January 17th.    We 

have 20 wonderful children participating. We are very excited to celebrate 
our 40th Anniversary of this program in 2023!   

Their show is Mission: Possible and will be performed on                
Saturday, April 29th & Sunday, April 30th at 4:00 p.m. 

 

If you know anyone who is interested in this amazing ministry please 

contact our Performing Arts Director, Mary Lou Tipton at 321-452-5948 or 

iccone1@yahoo.com, or Pam Poland, Faith Formation Ministries Associate at 321-452-

5689 ext. 1004 or mipcffm@gmail.com.  

 
 

 
 

Faith Formation Ministries 

mailto:iccone1@yahoo.com
mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com


                   

One Purpose Productions started their Spring semester    on Wednesday, 

January 18th. We have 12 amazing youth participating.         
Their show is State Road 47 and will be performed on Friday, May 5th at 7:00 p.m. & 

Sunday, May 7th at 4:00 p.m.  
 

 If you know anyone who is interested in this amazing ministry please contact our 
Performing Arts Director, Mary Lou Tipton at 321-452-5948 or iccone1@yahoo.com, 

or Pam Poland, Faith Formation Ministries Associate at 321-452-5689 ext. 1004 or 
mipcffm@gmail.com.  Information is also available on our website:  

www.merrittislandpc.org 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 

mailto:iccone1@yahoo.com
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Going to God together! 
 

Virtual Weekly Prayer Service via Zoom 
Wednesday Evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Light a candle in a quiet space and join your MIPC 
family for an evening of prayer and reflection as we 
share scripture and joys & concerns with each other. 

 
A link to join the service will be sent out each week. 

We encourage everyone to come pray with us! 
 
 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.   
~ Psalm 145:18 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 



Faith Formation Ministries 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Class:        Sunday Mornings,  9:00 a.m.         Session Room and Zoom 
 

 

Discover your Spiritual Gifts! 
With Craig & Marilyn Smoot 

 

God has given each of you a gift from His great 
variety of Spiritual Gifts. 

Use them well to serve one another. 
  

The link to join will be sent out with your 

weekly bulletin. 

 
Beginning on February 26th join us for a Lent study- 

“Meeting Jesus at the Table” 

 
—————————————————————- 

 

Presbyterian Women’s monthly Bible study:  Join us on the 

second Thursday of each month (Feb. 9th) at 7 PM on Zoom.  New 
attendees are welcome. We always have an enriching time of warm 

fellowship and study.   For more information please contact Julie Hill at 
cj2hill@bellsouth.net.   

 



Faith Formation Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities Room—Sundays at 10:00 AM 

 
Merritt Island Presbyterian Church offers Children’s 
Church for Preschool—6th grade. Class starts after the 

Children’s Message in our 10 AM Worship service. Come 
join us for Bible stories, Crafts and Games! If you are 
interested, know someone who might be, or would like 

more information please contact Pam Poland at 321-452-
5689 ext. 104 or mipcffm@gmail.com. 

 

 

A Heart to Give 

mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com


Faith Formation Ministries 
 

Plans for FFM Activities: 
 

1. Our committee met on Monday, January 9th at 1:00 p.m. and Monday, 
January 23rd at 1:00 p.m. These are the current and upcoming activities 
for 2023.  
a. Weekly Prayer Service - Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. 
b. Children’s Church - Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Activities 

Room. We are currently studying our “Believe” curriculum through 
February 19th. Beginning on February 26th we will study a Lent 
curriculum, “Seeking—Honest questions for deeper faith” 

c. Adult Faith Enrichment Class - Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the         
Session Room and on Zoom. We are currently studying “Fruits of the 
Spirit” led by Craig & Marilyn Smoot.  Our Lent study will be 
“Meeting Jesus at the Table.” 

d. Easter Egg stuffing party on Tuesday, March 28th 11:00 a.m. -  
1:00 p.m. 

e. Spring/Easter Festival on Saturday, April 1st 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
f. Kids Klub Spring performances: Saturday, April 29th & Sunday, April 

30th at 4:00 p.m. 
g. One Purpose Productions Spring performances: Friday, May 5th at 

7:00 p.m. & Sunday, May 7th at 4:00 p.m. 
h.  FFM/Preschool Family Fun Day: Sunday, June 4th 10:00 a.m.  

- 1:00 p.m. 
i. Our next committee meeting will be on Monday, February 13th at 

1:00 p.m. 



 
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS: 
 
6 Dottie Grothjahn 
9 Randy Eastep 
10 Alecia Dutter 
10 Olivia Carden 
11 Paul Fernald 
11 Christina Greenawalt 
12 Shirley Bottomley 
18 Ted Beerman 
19 Elaine Kicklighter 
19 Marilyn Smoot 
21 Al Sams 
22 Betty Pothoff 
24 Ronny Gould 
25 Lorrie Peek 
28 Tom Boekhout 
 
 
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES: 
 
7 Ted & Maryrose Beerman 
14 Craig & Julie Hill 
22 Lorrie & Larry Peek 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUDGET UPDATE 

 
YTD As of 12/31/22 

 
 
 
Actual Revenue:   $ 181,416 

Budgeted:  $ 207,705  
Actual Expenses: $ 189,959 
  Budgeted: $ 207,705   
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The deadline for input in the  
March newsletter is  

Feb. 17 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 



 
The MIPC Press is printed by the Merritt Island Presbyterian Church,  

600 S. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, Florida 32952.  
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Maryrose Beerman Acting Music Director 
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Robyn Mills Assistant Preschool Director 
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Each month, we feature an “Eco-Friendly Tip!”  It’s our way of helping conserve 
resources and preserve our beautiful Brevard beaches and waterways.  This 

month’s tip is for gardeners, and comes from Rockledge Gardens: 

 
February in Florida:  Most plants shouldn’t be pruned this month, as we 
may have cold days that would damage new growth.  It is, however a 

great time to plant new roses! Watch the forecasts and if freezing 
temperatures are expected, make sure your plants are well watered; 

cover delicate plants with sheets or cloth, and bring in your pots.  Check 
out Rockledge Gardens’ website for spring planting tips in March.  

 

Do you have a tip to share?  Contact mipresbyterian@gmail.com. 

 
 

Please contact the church office if we can assist you in any way. 
 

 Office extensions (NEW): 
 
Office phone number: 321-452-5689  1001: Reception 
Preschool phone number: 321-453-1640 1002: Leslie Mitchell 
 1004: Pam Poland 
 1005: Rev. Greenawalt 
  
  
 

Email:  mipresbyterian@gmail.com 
Preschool email:  MIPCPreschool@gmail.com 

Website: www.merrittislandpc.org 
Facebook:  Facebook.com/Merritt.Island.Presbyterian.Church 

Twitter: @MIPresby 

https://rockledgegardens.com/march-gardening-tips-brevard-county-florida/

