
 

 

MERRITT ISLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Leading in Worship:  Rev. Christina Greenawalt and Pam Poland 

January 29, 2023      In Person and Facebook Live 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

Gathering Music 

Words of Welcome   Pastor Christina 

Call to Worship (responsive):   Liturgist 

One:  God calls us to seek justice: 

All: Let Christ’s love for the poor and hungry fill the earth. 

One:  God calls us to show kindness, 

All: Let Christ’s light shine in places of brokenness and despair. 

One:  God calls us to walk humbly in the Spirit, 

All: Let us join the work of the kingdom in humility and hope. 

One:  Called, blessed and inspired, let us worship God together. 

Hymn:  Sing a New Church (Sung to the tune of Nettleton) 

Summoned by the God who made us rich in our diversity,  

Gathered in the name of Jesus, richer still in unity: 

Refrain: Let us bring the gifts that differ and, in splendid, varied ways, 

Sing a new church into being, one of faith and love and praise  

Radiant risen from the water; robed in holiness and light,  

Male and female in God’s image, male and female God’s delight: Refrain  

Trust the goodness of creation; trust the Spirit strong within. 

Dare to dream the vision promised, sprung from seed of what has been: Refrain 

Time with Children - Young and Young at        Pastor Christina 

Call to Confession   Liturgist 

Prayer of Confession (Unison): 

What have we done to you, dear God?  We dishonor you every time we treat another with disrespect.  We 

shatter your heart when we find it easier to break our word, then to take the risk to keep it.  We fill your ears 

with the gossip, lies, and slander we speak about those around us. 

     You are wise enough to forgive our foolishness; 

     you are strong enough to overcome our weakness; 

you are loving enough to heal the hurt we cause to you and to others.   

And so you give us new hope and new life in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.   

(Silence is kept)   Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon (responsive):            Liturgist 

One: What has God done to us - shown mercy!  What has God done for us - forgiven us!  This is the Good News 

for us. 

All:  We will not boast, for it is not our doing.  We will give thanks to God for such grace and hope. Amen. 

Response to Assurance: Freely, Freely 

God forgave my sin in Jesus' name, I've been born again in Jesus' name 

And in Jesus' name I come to you to share His love as He told me to 

He said freely freely you have received, freely freely give 

Go in My name and because you believe, others will know that I live. 

Prayer for Illumination   Liturgist 

 



 

 

First Reading:  Micah 6:1-8 Page 1060, OT 

One:  The Word of the Lord.    All:  Thanks be to God. 

Special Music: Offertory (Micah 6:6-8) Jeana Lutz, soloist 

With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, shall I come before Him with yearling calves? 

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my first-born for my transgressions, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

He has shown you, O man, He has shown you what is good. And what does the Lord require of you, 

but to do justice and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Page 202, NT 

One:  The Word of the Lord.    All:  Thanks be to God. 

Message: What God Requires  

Hymn # 749: Come! Live in the Light! (Verses 1 & 2) 

Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 

We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God. 

We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly; 

we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 

Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear! 

We are called to be hope for the hopeless so hatred and violence will be no more. 

We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly; 

we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 

 

Responding to the Word 

Ordination and Installation of Church Officers 
 

One:  With the whole church let us confess our faith. Do you believe in God the Father? 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

One:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

One:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

All:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Constitutional Questions 
 

● Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through 

him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? I do. 

● Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative 

witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you? I do. 

● Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our 

church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed 

and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God? I do and I will. 

● Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be continually guided 

by our confessions? I will. 

● Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend among your 



 

 

colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? I will. 

● Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of 

the world? I will. 

● Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? I do. 

● Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? I will. 

For Deacons: 

● Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and directing the people’s help to the friendless and 

those in need, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? I will. 

For Elders: 

● Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture and service? Will you 

share in government and discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry will you try to show the love 

and justice of Jesus Christ? I will. 
 

Constitutional Questions for the Congregation: (please use the comment section of Facebook to respond)  
 

● Do we, the members of the church accept these men and women as elders and deacons, chosen by God through the 

voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? We do. 

● Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who 

alone is Head of the Church? We do. 

 

Ordination Prayer (All ordained ruling elders and teaching elders are invited to lift your hand towards  
your screen/tv as we pray over these new elders and deacons, remembering we are all connected) 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Live Generously: The offering basket is near the back door of the sanctuary. 

You may also give online at www.merrittislandpc.org 

Response:   Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow: praise Him all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen! 

Prayer of Dedication 

Closing Hymn # 749: Come! Live in the Light! (Verse 3) 

Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one! 

God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other as sisters and brothers united in love. 

We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly; 

we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 

Charge and Benediction   

Postlude 

 

 

*************************************************************************** 

Ushers:  Betsy Heenan, Marilyn Smoot, Marsha Strickland 

Attendance Last Week:  In person: 47  Online: 12 

*************************************************************************** 

http://www.merrittislandpc.org/


 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today, whether you are here in person or online!  We gather together as a church family, 

from wherever we may be. If you would like to know more about MIPC, how you can be more involved, or to speak to the pastor, 

please contact the church office at the number/email below. 

Worshiping with Children: We are so glad you have chosen to worship with us, and we pray that you feel welcome and at 

home here at MIPC. The ushers have children's bulletins available for the kids. We offer Children’s Church for Preschoolers 

through 6th grade. After Pastor Christina’s Children’s Message, the children will be escorted to our Activities Room for Children’s 

Church, and then returned to their parents in the sanctuary at the end of the worship service. If you have any questions please 

see an Usher and they can direct you to our Faith Formation Ministries Associate, Pam Poland, or one of our Children’s Church 

teachers. Thank you for joining us today! 

Nursery Care: Faith Formation Ministries is seeking volunteers to participate in a Nursery Care rotation when we have little 

ones in worship. We would like to have a group of approximately 8 people, so it would require a minimum time commitment for 

everyone. If you are willing to serve in this ministry, please contact Pam Poland at mipcffm@gmail.com or 321-626-6224. (There 

is also a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.) 

Annual Congregational Meeting: Please plan on attending the Annual Congregational Meeting TODAY directly following 

worship. We will receive the 2022 Annual Report and 2023 Budget, and conduct our annual Corporation meeting. 

Church Library: Every month there will be different library books displayed on the book truck in the Narthex from our 500+ item 

library.  Check us out! 

The Flowers Today are given by Anne Cole, in loving memory of Grant B. Cole. 

 

Ways to Connect 

Fellowship: Join us after worship for coffee and snacks in the Narthex.  There is a sign-up sheet there for anyone who would 

like to volunteer to bring goodies.  Today’s are provided by Marilyn Smoot 

Name Tags:  Building our faith community is easier if we know each other’s names.  Please help us by wearing your clip-on 

name tag that is in the Narthex.  (If you prefer, we can provide a blue lanyard for it.)  Just ask Cheryl Mahan (321-431-9623) or 

your deacon. 

Adult Faith Enrichment Class: Join us for a study called The Fruit of the Spirit, led by Craig & Marilyn Smoot, at 9:00 a.m. in 

the Session Room or on Zoom. The Zoom link is emailed weekly. 

Weekly Prayer:  Light a candle in a quiet space and gather with your MIPC family for an evening of prayer & reflection.  We 

share scripture and joys and concerns with each other via Zoom, every Wednesday at 7:30 PM.  

 

Celebrations & Concerns 

Our Prayers are with:*  Carolyn Crockett, Michelle Fornelli, Andre Koodie, Courtney Penderson, Rita Rhinehart, and George 

Wilcox. Our Sympathies are with: the family, friends and colleagues of Pastor Hugh Lackey, Central Florida Presbytery, who 

passed away Jan. 21.   
* Please contact the office with any additions or subtractions to the prayer list.  Names will remain on the list for 4 

weeks unless otherwise requested.   

Thank you,  Maryrose Beerman and Jeana Lutz for the beautiful music today. 

 
 

Rev. Christina Greenawalt, Pastor 
Maryrose Beerman, Acting Music Director Pam Poland, Faith Formation Ministries 
Tammy Lewis, Preschool Director  Robyn Mills, Assistant Preschool Director 
Leslie Mitchell, Financial Secretary  Mary Lou Tipton, Director of Performing Arts 
James Neihouse, Live Feed Director/Producer  Dale Greenawalt, Sound Operator 
www.merrittislandpc.org (321) 452-5689 mipresbyterian@gmail.com 

http://www.merrittislandpc.org/
mailto:mipresbyterian@gmail.com

