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Happy New Year to you and yours! What are your New Year traditions? Dale and 
I do not really have any for the day, but this week between Christmas and New Year 
we have been doing some clearing out, donating, and organization of the house. It 
has been two years since I have taken the time to do that. It is something I used to 
do each week and it has me thinking about the things that clutter up our relationship 
with God. Is it time to declutter to make more room for new possibilities and time 
with God?  

Whether it’s done in the fall or the spring, decluttering our homes is a task we 
must all do from time to time. 

And just as our physical space can collect dust and clutter, so can our hearts and 
minds. We can become so filled with random “stuff” that we lose track of what 
matters most – time with God. 

Spiritual clutter is anything that comes between you and your relationship with 
Jesus. It takes many forms.   

Our minds can be cluttered with excessive social media, news, Netflix, or screen 
time. 

Our schedules can be cluttered by the busyness of life— we may risk missing out 
on what God has planned for us.  While we participate in our favorite spiritual hustle 
and bustle at church or in a group, are we taking quality time to be with God? 

We can get distracted from our relationship with Jesus by getting caught up in 
our own wants and needs. 

We can have so many things that stand in our way of spending time with God, we 
continue to stuff them in the junk drawer or in the closet – out of sight, out of mind. 
The more clutter we have in our spiritual life, the more we risk stuffing the joy, 
enthusiasm, and peace we find in God into the drawer and being unable to access it 
when we really need it.  

Have you ever put something away in a safe place and then lost it? That is not 
what we want to happen with our relationship with God. We want our relationship 
with the Lord to be always nearby and free from clutter.  

So, join me this January in removing the things that stand in the way of our 
authentic relationship with God. Let’s also give our spiritual health priority this 
January.  
    Happy New Year,  

      Pastor Christina  

Pastor Christina’s Corner 



What are Star Words? 
The use of star words, also called “star gifts,” is a prayer practice connected to 
Epiphany and the new year that has been growing in popularity in Protestant 
churches for nearly a decade now. The idea is that a list of intention words, or 
guiding words, are written or printed on paper stars. These paper stars are then 
arranged, most commonly face down, on the Communion Table or in a large basket. 
During our Epiphany service, you will be invited to draw a word from the basket or 
off the Table, and to use that word as a guiding word throughout the year. You are 
encouraged to trust the word drawn, and not to replace the word. You are 
encouraged to place your star word somewhere you will see it regularly throughout 
the year to allow consistent reflection on how God has moved through, around, or in 
connection to that word.  
If you are not able to attend or watch live on January 1st, when we will be celebrating 
Epiphany, just contact the church office and we will help you pick a star word.  
 

There Are Several Theological Statements Being Made in this Tradition 

1. The Magi followed a star, which ultimately led them to Jesus. Therefore, we too 
use all the resources we have available to us—including creative prayer practices and 
intention words for the new year—to move closer to Jesus. 
2. We trust that God uses multiple ways to guide us and speak to us. Star words are 
one such lens that might provide us a way to look for God in our midst, both actively 
and in hindsight. 
3. We trust that it is often easy to miss God in our daily midst. Having an intention 
word to consider both in present days, as well as to reflect on at the end of the year, 
allows for us to see God in ways we may not have seen God before. This is the 
greatest gift. 
4. We know that the most common prayer practice for many involves speaking to 
God as opposed to silence or contemplation. We believe that star words invite a new 
prayer rhythm of reflection and review that can be a powerful new way to connect 
with God. 
5. By not looking or sorting through the star words at their selection, we practice the 

spiritual task of receiving. It is not we who are in control in this moment. Instead, we 

trust that God is present, and we let go of our desire to cultivate or control. 

Pastor Christina’s Corner 



Your Session met December 15, 2022 with the following highlights: 

1.  Welcomed those who will be installed as elders in January: Kathy Porche, 
Mike Smith, Pat Smith. 

2.  Scheduled a session retreat for January. 

3.  Approved Annual Congregational Meeting for January 29, 2023. 

4.  Approved 2023 Stated Supply Pastor Agreement 

5.  Approved Scouts use of Preschool area for rummage sale on January 21; 
Proceeds to go towards Scout Scholarships. 

6.  Approved Communion schedule for 2023 to add (in addition to the ordinary 
1st Sunday of every month) the Women’s Retreat, Maundy Thursday, and 
Christmas Eve 2023. 

7.  Approved the 2023 budget. 

8.  Approved recommendation to add two signers to church checking account. 

9.  Approved slate of Corporate Officers to be presented at the Annual 
Meeting: President: Brian Poland; Secretary: Karri Fjeldheim; Treasurer: 
Shirley Bottomley. 

 

Additional Notes: 

● Thank you to all of the volunteers who supported our hosting the Central 
Florida Presbytery on December 6. You made MIPC “shine” with hospitality. 

● We invite members of the congregation to join committees. We plan to 
share more about committees and opportunities early in 2023. Our 
committees are essential in the life and operation of the church; they 
include Worship, Faith Formation Ministries, Fellowship, Mission, Outreach, 
Preschool, Finance, and Property Committees. Committee meetings and 
activities offer a great way to get to know others while working to fulfill the 
mission and vision of the church.  

Clerk of Session, 

Karri Fjeldheim  

Session Highlights  



Worship 

Another year has come to a close, and a new year begins! 

 

Our Advent series, From Generation to Generation, brought us to our beautiful 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.  Since Christmas Day fell on a Sunday 

this year, we opted for a 4 PM Christmas Eve service, to give everyone a chance to 

have some time in between.  This year brought us some FRIGID temperatures but 

we had a very good turnout nonetheless, for both services.  It was fun gathering 

Christmas morning in our jammies and Christmas sweaters!  Our grateful thanks to 

our musicians and vocalists for making the services extra special:  Maryrose 

Beerman, Ted Beerman, Jeana Lutz, Joyce Walker, Caroline Fjeldheim, and Jacob 

Fjeldheim.  

 

As we turn to 2023, we will begin with a communion New Year’s service on 

January 1 at 10 AM, observing the Epiphany of the Lord.  On January 8 we 

celebrate the Lord’s Baptism, and receive our 5 Cents Per Meal offering. 

 

Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 29, right after worship.  We will 

receive the 2022 Annual Report of the committees , the annual Financial Report 

for 2022, and the 2023 budget.  In addition, we will welcome, ordain and install 

our new Deacons and Elders.  Please join us for this important day in the life of our 

church.  

 

 

A very happy New Year to all our MIPC friends and family! 

 

  Leslie Neihouse 

  Worship Chair 

 

 



Preschool 
          

We are so excited here at the Preschool.  Our school 
age playground has been completed and looks 
great.  If you get by, drive around and check out our 
newest playground.   

We had a great time this year at our Family Fun Day 
feast.  We appreciate all who helped.   

We celebrated Christmas with the children on Dec. 
22 with Breakfast with Santa.  Santa walked around to all the classrooms to say 
hello.  We were able to be blessed to provide Christmas to many of our families 
who simply cannot afford Christmas. This is such a blessing to be a part 
of.  Thank you to all the church members for providing gift cards to Publix and 
for taking an angel off the tree and providing a child with Christmas gifts.  You 
have made a lasting memory for a child and provided presents they will open 
Christmas morning.     

On January 18 we will get a visit from the Lions Club.  They will be giving all of 
our children a free vision screening.  We would like to give them any eyeglasses 
that are no longer needed.  If you have any eyeglasses that you no longer 
need, the Lions club would love to receive them—please bring to the church or 
preschool office before Jan. 18. 

We hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas, and we want to let you know 
that we feel very blessed to be a part of the ministry here.  Thanks for all your 
continued prayers and support.  We appreciate and love you all very much. 

We pray the new year will bring more growth and new opportunities to share 
God's love here at the Preschool. 

 

     God's richest blessings to all, 
 

Tammy Lewis, Preschool Director 
Robyn Mills, Assistant Preschool Director 

Pat Smith, Preschool Elder 



Heavenly Handmade 

Heavenly Handmades Spread the Love of Christ in Outward Incarnational Ways 

Our Heavenly Handmades (HH) love to stitch, knit, crochet and sew their way 
through the year in ways that bring joy to those who receive their handmade gifts. 
For some recipients, what they receive brings comfort in a time of grief, illness or 
loneliness. For others, it is an item to wear, a pillow to put their head on, or a 
package that gives them some essentials to get through the day. Always, the gifts are 
made with love and used to share the incarnational love of Christ in a hurt and 
broken world. 

This Christmas, the HH Small Group had a big heart that saw a need and worked as 
a group to fulfill that need in our community. In the past, we have worked with Mike 
to provide hats, ponchos, drawstring bags, socks, etc. to help our local unsheltered 
folks. This Christmas, HH set out to do that again to spread Christmas cheer and the 
love of Christ to those who may be forgotten. They are putting their faith into action, 
as is Mike, who took the gift boxes and distributed them in our community. 

Who is Mike?  Mike is a man of action. He loves Jesus and he knows what the Bible 
says, but he is not satisfied to rest there. He wants to put the Word of Jesus into 
action. He is a communicator and uses this skill to connect with many in law 
enforcement, churches, politics, and industry within Cocoa to plead for those in need 
of the love of Jesus as well as their immediate earthly needs. He actually lives the 
words from the book of James, “faith without works is dead.” With the help of 
donations like these from the MIPC Heavenly Handmades, Mike is able to tirelessly 
distribute valuable essentials to the unsheltered community in Cocoa, while 
reminding them of the love of Jesus through their efforts. Mike was overwhelmed at 
the love shown by the HH group, and was anxious to share those gifts of love. 

Are you crafty, do you need a group to belong to, do you like to sew, knit, crochet, 
can you cut, do you have ideas for craft projects, do you just enjoy fellowship? 

You can help to put your faith into action as well, by being part of the Heavenly  
Handmades or helping them acquire the supplies they need to share the joy and love 
of Christ with others. The fabric used to make the draw string bags for the homeless 
came from a roll of fabric that Ann Cole donated. With the nimble and caring hands 
of the Heavenly Handmades, beautiful gifts were made and lives were touched. 

Thank you, HH, for your love, care, and compassion! If you would like to learn 
more about when the Heavenly Handmades meet or to get on their email 
distribution please contact the church office. 

 



Heavenly Handmade 

Enjoy these pictures from Heavenly Handmade’s latest community project. 

HH Members create the items for 
the gift boxes 

Assembling the boxes 
 

Mike receives the boxes 
and takes them for distribution 



Dear Church Family,  
On behalf of Dale and myself, I want to express our gratitude for the 
generous Christmas Gifts and Bonus that we received! Dale and I 
count it an honor, pleasure, and joy to be part of the MIPC family 
with you all. Your ongoing expressions of love and support have 
blessed us abundantly. Thank you being such a giving church!  
    Pastor Christina and Dale Greenawalt 

Dear MIPC: 

We are so grateful for the bonuses we received from the church.  It is a blessing to be 
working in partnership with MIPC.  God bless you all. 
    Robyn Mills and Tammy Lewis 
 
The staff of MIPC gives thanks to the congregation for their generous gifts—not only 
the contributions to the staff bonuses but the handmade gifts, home baked goodies, 
and beautiful cards.  Thank you all! 

 

MIPC has a strong Stephen Ministry program in partnership with 
Grace United Methodist Church.  

A Stephen Minister is a lay caregiver providing one-on-one 
confidential Christian care to the bereaved, hospitalized, 

terminally ill, divorced, unemployed, relocated, empty nester, and others facing a crisis 
or life challenge. All Stephen Ministers and care receivers are paired by gender…
women with women and men with men. 

Stephen Ministers are a vessel for Christ, to be a listening ear and to walk with 
people during difficult times. It should be stressed that this ministry is God centered. 
The Stephen Minister provides the care….God provides the healing. 

MIPC Stephen Ministers can be identified by their blue name tags which show their 
names along with “Stephen Minister” on Sunday mornings, and any of these Stephen 
Ministers will gladly answer any questions you may have about the program. If you 
know of anyone or if you yourself believe you could benefit from a Stephen Minister, 
please contact Craig Smoot (Stephen Minister liaison with Grace Methodist church) at 
321-223-4841.  

Thanks / Stephen Ministry  



Mission 

 

Advent Mission Projects always bring out the best in our congregation! 
 

Our Reverse Advent Calendar was a big success once again!  A multitude of 
goodies were gathered, which will be shared between the Preschool and the 
Central Brevard Sharing Centers.  Thank you to everyone for your generosity! 
 

On Christmas Eve we raised nearly $480 for the Family Promise of Brevard, for 
their efforts in preventing homelessness here in Brevard County.  We look 
forward to a tour of Family Promise’s new facility in Cocoa in early 2023—stay 
tuned for more details! 
 

Continuing last year’s tradition, our congregation gathered gift bags for our 
homebound members and friends.  Our “elves” delivered 26 packages all over 
the county.  Here are just some of the gifts lined up for delivery.  The “elves” 
all really enjoyed their opportunities to visit with folks we don’t see that 
often.  Thanks to everyone who participated!   
 
 
    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2023 we look forward to completing our Food Pantry so that we can 
continue to meet the needs of our Preschool families.  More information on 
ways you can help will be coming soon. 
 
      Happy New Year! 
      Cindy Bottomley 
      Mission Chair 



Wreaths Across America 

Each December on National Wreaths Across America Day, 
wreath-laying ceremonies are held at Arlington National 
Cemetery, as well as at more than 3,700 additional 
locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad.  Here are a 
few photos from Cape Canaveral National Cemetery in 
Mims, and wreaths laid at our own Memorial Garden.  

Bob Willett at the In Memoriam marker 
for his father, Robert L. Willett Sr. 



Fellowship 

                         
 

 

 

 

Café 
Join us for Fellowship time after 

worship every Sunday! The church 

provides coffee and drinks. Please sign 

up in the Narthex if you would like to 

provide snacks for your family and 

friends. 



                   
 
 

                                 

 
 
 

 
Kids Klub Christmas performances were awesome! They will 
start their Spring semester on Tuesday, Jan. 17th at 3:00 p.m.  

 
If you know anyone who is interested in this amazing ministry please 

contact our Performing Arts Director, Mary Lou Tipton at 321-452-5948 or 
iccone1@yahoo.com, or Pam Poland, Faith Formation Ministries Associate 
at 321-452-5689 ext. 104 or mipcffm@gmail.com. Flyers and registration 
forms are available in the Narthex and also on our website. 

www.merrittislandpc.org 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 

mailto:iccone1@yahoo.com
mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com
http://www.merrittislandpc.org


                   

One Purpose Productions Christmas performances were amazing! They will 

start their Spring semester on Wednesday, January 18th at 3:30 p.m.   
 

 If you know anyone who is interested in this amazing ministry please contact our 
Performing Arts Director, Mary Lou Tipton at 321-452-5948 or iccone1@yahoo.com, 

or Pam Poland, Faith Formation Ministries Associate at 321-452-5689 ext. 104 or 
mipcffm@gmail.com.  Information is also available on our website:  

www.merrittislandpc.org 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 

mailto:iccone1@yahoo.com
mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com
http://www.merrittislandpc.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Going to God together! 
 

Virtual Weekly Prayer Service via Zoom 
Wednesday Evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Light a candle in a quiet space and join your MIPC 
family for an evening of prayer and reflection as we 
share scripture and joys & concerns with each other. 

 
A link to join the service will be sent out each week. 

We encourage everyone to come pray with us! 
 
 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.   
~ Psalm 145:18 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 



Faith Formation Ministries 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Class:        Sunday Mornings,  9:00 a.m.         Session Room and Zoom 
 

Jan. 1:  NO CLASS 

Jan. 8:  We will finish the study of Faithful Joseph, with Dave Hertzler. 

Beginning Jan. 15, Craig & Marilyn Smoot will lead the new study, The Fruit of 

the Spirit. 

 

 

Come join us in person or on Zoom! 
  

The link to join will be sent out with your 

weekly bulletin. 

 

 

 
—————————————————————- 

Presbyterian Women’s monthly Bible study:  Join us on the 

second Thursday of each month (Jan. 12) at 7 PM on Zoom.  New 
attendees are welcome. We always have an enriching time of warm 

fellowship and study.   For more information please contact Julie Hill at 
cj2hill@bellsouth.net.   



Faith Formation Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities Room—Sundays at 10:00 AM 

 
Merritt Island Presbyterian Church offers Children’s 
Church for Preschool—6th grade. Class starts after the 

Children’s Message in our 10 AM Worship service. Come 
join us for Bible stories, Crafts and Games! If you are 
interested, know someone who might be, or would like 

more information please contact Pam Poland at 321-452-
5689 ext. 104 or mipcffm@gmail.com. 

 

 

A Heart to Give 

mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com


Faith Formation Ministries 
 

Plans for FFM Activities: 
 

1. Our committee met on Sunday, December 11th at 11:30 a.m. These are 
the current and upcoming activities for 2023.  

a. Weekly Prayer Service-Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. 
b. Children’s Church-Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Activities 

Room. We will resume our Believe curriculum on January 8th. 
c. Adult Faith Enrichment Class-Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the         

Session Room and on Zoom. On January 8th we will finish our 
Advent study, “Faithful-Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph” by 
Adam Hamilton led by Dave Hertzler. Starting on January 15th we 
will start a new study on “Fruits of the Spirit” led by Craig & Marilyn 
Smoot. 

d. We will have a planning meeting for the Performing Arts programs 
on Friday, January 6th at 1:00 p.m. 

e. Kids Klub will start their Spring semester on Tuesday, January 17th 
at 3:00 p.m.  

f. One Purpose Productions will start their Spring semester on 
Wednesday, January 18th at 3:30 p.m. 

2. Our next committee meeting will be on Monday, January 9th at 1:00 p.m. 
 



 
 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS: 

 

12 Jan McConnaha 

13 Diana Hammer 

16 Bob Hill 

19 Elaine Larkin 

23 Ralph Franklin 

24 Forrest Mitchell  

24 Mary Lynne Webster 

25 Rich Larkin 

26 Randy Broekema 

27 David Boote 

28 Linda Serfozo 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES: 

 

6 Ray & Linda Pecaut 

12 Linda & Kamran Sarkarati 

25 Cheryl & Fred Mahan  

27 Mary Ann & Randy Eastep 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BUDGET UPDATE 

 
YTD As of 11/30/22 

 
 
 
Actual Revenue:   $ 158,637 

Budgeted:  $162,095  
Actual Expenses: $ 174,284 
  Budgeted: $ 189,946  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The deadline for input in the  
February newsletter is  

Jan. 23 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 



 
The MIPC Press is printed by the Merritt Island Presbyterian Church,  

600 S. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, Florida 32952.  
 

Rev. Christina Greenawalt Pastor 
Pam Poland Faith Formation Ministries Associate 
Leslie Mitchell Financial Secretary 
Maryrose Beerman Acting Music Director 
Tammy Lewis Preschool Director 
Robyn Mills Assistant Preschool Director 
MaryLou Tipton Performing Arts Director 

 
 

Each month, we feature an “Eco-Friendly Tip!”  It’s our way of helping conserve 
resources and preserve our beautiful Brevard beaches and waterways.  This 

month’s tip comes from Waste Management: 

 
After the holidays it’s even more important to Recycle Right! Recycle 

empty and dry bottles, cans, paper and cardboard.  Keep food waste out 
of your recycle bin, and be sure there are NO PLASTIC BAGS.  Holiday 
items to keep OUT of your recycle bin:  string lights, glossy or glittery 

wrapping paper, packing peanuts, bubble wrap, polystyrene foam, and 
tissue paper.  These all have to go in regular trash. 

 
Do you have a tip to share?  Contact mipresbyterian@gmail.com. 

 
 

 
Please contact the church office if we can assist you in any way. 

 

 Office extensions: 
 
Office phone number: 321-452-5689  101: Reception 
Preschool phone number: 321-453-1640 102: Leslie Mitchell 
 104: Pam Poland 
 105: Rev. Greenawalt 
 201: Preschool 
  
 

Email:  mipresbyterian@gmail.com 
Preschool email:  MIPCPreschool@gmail.com 

Website: www.merrittislandpc.org 
Facebook:  Facebook.com/Merritt.Island.Presbyterian.Church 

Twitter: @MIPresby 


