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Friends, 

 

Where does the time go? We blink and it is the eve of a new year! In December we 

have entered into a new church year as we celebrate Advent. Can you believe it is 

nearly Christmas? Join us this Advent season as we explore our Advent theme: From 

Generation to Generation, which will invite us to look at the characters in our 

scriptures and wonder: What did each character pass on or contribute? How did 

each character participate in God’s liberation and love? Which characters try to 

thwart God’s justice and what can we learn from them? What is our role now? What 

is our generation’s task? What will we carry forth, and what should we leave behind? 

This theme reminds us of how we have been shaped by generations before us—in 

our families, friends, traditions, and our church.  Matthew begins his gospel with 

Jesus’ genealogy, the list of generations that influenced and guided him and the 

Israelite people.  We’re going to explore our own influences and how they have 

shaped our faith.  Who are the figures who have helped guide you along your 

spiritual journey?  It’s a good time to give thanks for them—and even personally 

thank them if you can. 

The Christmas story, of a love that came here, that walked among us, that was 

born in a humble manger to uncertain parents, is a story that we pass from 

generation to generation, because without fail, it continues to change us. It reframes 

the way we hope. It centers the way we love. It shapes the way we live. This Advent, 

we’ll be telling this story that has spread like wildfire from generation to generation.  

Our services, as they are every year, will be a preparation for Christmas and the gift 

of Jesus. This is a unique year, in that Christmas Day is on a Sunday.  We will gather 

for a casual service in celebration together on Christmas morning in a time to see our 

church family’s different generations.  Feel free to bring your favorite breakfast/

brunch dish to share for after the service, and you might even want to sneak in 

wearing your pajamas or a Christmas-y sweater!  

 

Pastor Christina’s Corner 



 

We are providing an Advent Devotional that will help you as you make this journey 

through the season. Other ways to enrich your Advent season include: Kids Klub and 

One Productions Shows (December 3 & 4, and 10 & 11), Family Chapel at 11:30 am in 

the Sanctuary (December 5), an Advent Calendar, daily social media posts throughout 

Advent (like and share them to spread God’s love), Faith Enrichment Class and 

Wednesday Night Prayer Service, and a Reverse Advent Calendar where each day you 

collect an item to help someone in our community. If you want something fun, we 

have added a Christmas Bucket List into the newsletter.  

The Church sanctuary will be open for prayer with peaceful music on Mondays from 

noon to 3pm (except Dec. 26th).  

This year as a congregation we will again be making and distributing care packages 

for our home-bound members and friends. Consider bringing a gift bag with items we 

can deliver to brighten the lives of some of our precious members. If you would like to 

be part of the delivery team please contact the church office.  

Consider sharing one or all of these activities with a friend.  

Finally, in your own preparation, remember to slow down.  This time of year is 

hectic.  I can already feel myself getting anxious about all of the things I have to do to 

get ready—decorating, shopping, cooking, eating(!), going to social events, extra loads 

at work, and traffic.  Please take time to feel the peace of this season, give thanks for 

your loved ones here now and in generations past, your church family and most 

importantly—be kind to all you meet.  Our world needs it. 

May the hope, peace, joy, and love of Christ be felt in your life this Advent season 

and may it bring meaning and renewal to your life! 

Love, 

Pastor Christina 

Christmas Services: 
Dec. 24:  4 PM Family Service 

Dec. 25:  10 AM Informal Worship (sweaters/jammmies) 

Pastor Christina’s Corner 



 

Your Session met on November 17, 2022 with the following highlights:  

1. Accepted and recorded committee reports. 

2. Approved Scouts’ request use of the sanctuary for a Court of Honor on 
Nov. 28 from 6-9.   

3. Approved request for Girl Scout troop to use Fellowship Hall (or other 
room as needed) on Sunday afternoons beginning January - pending 
check on liability, chartering, and congregation member for onsite 
support. 

  
4. Approved Finance Procedures document to be effective in 2023. 

 

      Note to congregation:  Session discussed need for volunteers to help 
prepare and be on site for the December 6th Stated Presbytery Meeting that 
will occur in our sanctuary and in the Fellowship Hall.  This is a great 
opportunity for our entire church to work together to welcome our Presbytery 
leaders and members from other churches.  If you are available and willing to 
help on December 6, please email me (karriwf@gmail.com), and I will connect 
you to team leaders for various committees.  Volunteer work could include 
preparing snacks, desserts, greeting guests, cleaning up, etc.  We look forward 
to working together to show our MIPC hospitality! 

 

 
 

 

Clerk of Session, 

Karri Fjeldheim 

 

 

Session Highlights  
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Worship 

November was an eventful and wonderful month for MIPC.  We celebrated the 

sacrament of communion on November 6 with a remembrance of the Saints of the 

Church we have lost during the past year.  On November 20 we made our 

commitments to MIPC for 2023; we were blessed by the music of Kids Klub and 

One Purpose; we gathered together as a church family for a Thanksgiving 

luncheon; we enjoyed the Preschool children singing; and celebrated a Family Fun 

Day for all.  What a beautiful time we had together! 

On the last Sunday of November, we entered the season of Advent with the 

theme of From Generation to Generation.  We are looking forward to this Advent 

journey together.  At our congregational meeting that day the Nominating 

Committee presented our new Elders and Deacons, for whom we are so grateful. 

Advent continues in December, with Communion on December 4, our Christmas 

Joy Offering on December 18, Christmas Eve Service December 24 at 4 PM, and 

Christmas Day informal worship at 10 AM.  Come as you are, in your Christmas 

jammies or ugly sweater, or whatever you are comfortable in, and start your day 

off with your church family. 

In keeping with our Generations theme, we are grateful to our Advent 

candlelighters:  The Tipton/Poirier family, the Lutz family, the Harris Family, the 

Brown Family, and the Fjeldheim family.  Thank you all! 

As always, and especially at the holidays, we are so appreciative of our talented 

and dedicated music and AV team:  Maryrose Beerman, Jeana Lutz, Joyce Walker, 

Ted Beerman, James Neihouse, Dale Greenawalt, Brian Poland, Leslie Neihouse, 

and Joe Neihouse. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from your Worship 

Committee! 

  Leslie Neihouse 

  Worship Chair 

 



Preschool 
          

The preschool is busy learning about being 
Thankful and what that means.  Some of our children 
didn't know what to be thankful for until others 
started sharing and then they all chimed in.  

They are learning why we celebrate Thanksgiving;  
it's a special time of year to enjoy family and friends, 
and be Thankful. 

Our VPK class learned about food groups and 
even made homemade pizza.  They also got to enjoy 

eating what they made.  Fun times!  
We’re looking forward to our Family Chapel/Pageant on Dec. 5 at 11:30; 

the children’s Christmas Program on Dec. 16 at 11:00, and Breakfast with Santa 
on Dec. 22 at 10 AM.  These are always such wonderful times with the children. 

We hope everyone had a Happy Blessed Thanksgiving. 
 

     God Bless, 
 

Tammy Lewis, Preschool Director 
Robyn Mills, Assistant Preschool Director 

Pat Smith, Preschool Elder 



For Fun! 
        

 



Thank you so very much for all of your prayers for the past 2 ⅟2 years 
for Robbie, my sister, and the thoughtful cards and more prayers for 
me and my family in our deep loss.  You share grace, and 
graciousness, and have lifted my spirit and touched my heart.  God 
bless you real good. 

Love, 
Sandy Hill 
 

Dear MIPC Family, 
Thank you for the cards, calls, and messages sent through Karri following my recent 
surgery.  Your thoughts and prayers have lifted my spirits. 

Love,  
Irene Williams 
 

 
 
Bear one another’s burdens and in this way you will fulfill the 

law of Christ. Galatians 6:2 
 
 

Stephen Ministers multiply ministry by providing high quality care to: 
 

 those grieving the loss of a loved one 
 terminally ill people and their families 

 people who are homebound 
 victims of disaster 

 the hospitalized 
 
and countless other situations when people are experiencing a crisis or difficult time 
and could benefit from on going, one-on-one Christian care.  MIPC, in partnership with 
Grace Methodist church, has a strong Stephen Minister program. If you or anyone you 
know might benefit from a Stephen Minister, please call Pastor Christina or Craig 
Smoot (321-223-4841, Stephen Minister liaison). All is held confidential. 

Thanks / Stephen Ministry  



MIssion 

As we move into Advent we have many mission projects to share!   
 
Reverse Advent Calendar:  Copies are available in the Narthex.  Each day of 
Advent there is an item to contribute to a box, bag, or basket.  All can be 
brought to the church on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day and will be shared 
between the Preschool Food Pantry and the Central Brevard Sharing Center. 
 

Preschool Food Pantry:  Our holiday dinner needs continue:  Grocery gift 
cards, stuffing mix, gravy, instant mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce, pie 
fillings and crusts, canned sweet potatoes, canned fruit, and canned veggies 
(not green beans).  
 

Peace & Global Witness shared funds:  The Presbytery recommends churches 
retain 25% of the funds collected to use for local peace and justice efforts.  
This year, the mission committee has chosen Brevard Justice Ministry as the 
recipient of this 25%. 
 

Homebound Care Packages:  Please consider creating a care package in a bag 
or box for our homebound members and friends.  You can include things like 
homebaked treats, candies, socks, blankets, stationery, etc.—use your 
imagination!  Packages need to be at the church office by December 18 for 
delivery that week.  Volunteers for deliveries are appreciated. 
 

Christmas Eve Loose Offering:  This year the recipient of the offering on 
Christmas Eve will be Family Promise of Brevard. 
 

Christmas Joy Offering:  This offering will be received on December 18.  The 
PC(USA) distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of 
Pensions and to Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color. The Assistance Program provides critical financial 
support to church workers and their families. Presbyterian-related schools 
and colleges provide education and leadership development while nurturing 
racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyterian commitment for 
nearly 140 years.  
 

      Cindy Bottomley 
      Mission Chair 



Mission 

It’s Not Too Late To RSVP!  Just email  
mipresbyterian@gmail.com, or call the church 

office, 321-452-5689 x102 and leave a message.  
There will be plenty of food for all. 

Haiti and Matthew 28 Update   
 (matthew28.org or find them on Facebook) 

  
MIPC has had a relationship with Hein Vingerling, and the organization he co-

founded-- Matthew 28-- for many years.   MIPC had a meaningful mission trip there 

in 2013.  But there have been many changes at Matthew 28 necessitated by the 

rapidly deteriorating situation in Haiti.   

The orphanage is finding other ways to support the dozen children they 

have.  Six of the children were “orphans” whose parents could not afford to feed 

them.  Those children were sent back to their families with the promise of a monthly 

55 lbs bag of rice, 6 lbs of beans and a gallon of vegetable oil.  Matthew 28 will also 

pay for their education and uniforms until age 19.  The other 6 children will be 

fostered into the family of Liline, the Matthew 28 director in Bohoc.  Liline has 

known all these kids for most of their lives and loves them very much. 

 The school continues to provide a quality free Christian education to children 

from families without means to support schooling.  Also an integral and hugely 

important part of Matthew 28 is feeding 1500 children in 30 communities in the 

surrounding area plus the 112 children who are at the school for a total of 450,000 

meals a year. 

 The update on the situation in Haiti is too difficult to condense so following is a 

part of Hein’s newsletter.  We know you will be moved by their situation. 

 

Now to a subject that has been bothering all of us involved with the mission. 

Haiti has become a very difficult place to be. Gangs are de facto ruling the big cities 

and the National Police has little or no control over the country. Parents fear for the 

security of their children and most schools, including our own, hardly see any 

students show up anymore. Elections have been postponed and there is really no 

government except for the Prime Minister. He has taken some very unpopular  

http://matthew28.org/


Mission 

It’s Not Too Late To RSVP!  Just email  
mipresbyterian@gmail.com, or call the church 

office, 321-452-5689 x102 and leave a message.  
There will be plenty of food for all. 

measures causing the price of gas to triple and the inflation to spiral out of control. 

Food prices have doubled since last year and that is when you buy in bulk. They  

continue to go up every month. The local market prices have gone up even more. The 

 gangs have since the announcement of the gas price hike totally blocked the fuel 

terminal in the harbor and by now there is no gas or diesel available. Prices on the 

illegal market have spiked up to $80 per gallon. Of course, you will ask, who can pay 

those prices? Well in most cases it will be the foreigners who work for the non-profits. 

So, the dilemma we are in is, are we going to pay extreme prices going forward, 

which has the result that the poor population can even buy less or are we cutting 

back on what we can do? We want to feed hungry kids but if the price is that 

everyone else suffers more then we must make up our minds about this. Haiti is not 

going to be helped if we keep the reality of their problems in the country masked by 

throwing money at it. So, for now we try to limit using transportation unless we have 

to. Our orphanage buildings offer us the possibility to store several months’ worth of 

food. Recently, the Prime Minister has asked for foreign military intervention, 

something that is very unpopular among the Haitians, but if you ask a hungry person, 

they will agree to anything if it brings them relief. Just think about it. How would you 

feel if the leader of your country invited a foreign army in to restore order and peace? 

That is almost unthinkable, but Haiti has already gone through three previous 

interventions or occupations if you want to call them that. None of them provided 

anything more than suffering and renewed violence. So why would it be different this 

time? At any rate, our efforts to improve the life of the people are so hampered that 

soon it may be impossible to continue. I will spare you the day-to-day details that we 

deal with simply because it is too upsetting, and I want to stay positive somehow. 

This my friends is the reality in Haiti today. I pray that things will improve and hope 

that you will do the same. Please stay positive about this with us however hard it 

may be.  We need your support more than ever! We need your prayer! God is able to 

do all things! 

     Hein 



Mission 

It’s Not Too Late To RSVP!  Just email  
mipresbyterian@gmail.com, or call the church 

office, 321-452-5689 x102 and leave a message.  
There will be plenty of food for all. 

 

Opportunity to be with Regional Liaisons for the Caribbean 

We have an opportunity to be with Rev. Dr. Jose Manuel Capella-Pratts & Ruling 
Elder Vilmarie Cintron-Olivieri, World Mission's Regional Liaisons for the 
Caribbean.  They will be at El Redentor Presbyterian in Oviedo, Monday, December 
5, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.   Vilmarie and Jose Manuel have served as the 
Regional Liaisons for less than a year, yet they are already having a meaningful 
impact on our strong relationships with the Presbyterian Church in Cuba.  There will 
be both a presentation by them as well as time to just talk with them about their 
perspectives on Cuba and other areas of World Mission.  They are excellent speakers 
and I think you will find it to be a most valuable afternoon. You may RSVP Olga 
Malave-Mercado at malaveo@yahoo.com. 

 
 
 
 

Madagascar Mission Network “Conference” 
  

Now that our PCUSA peacemaker Helivao has gone back home, the Madagascar 
Mission Network will put our energies into preparing for our next conference.  

Because the members of the group are from all over the world, we will continue 
the Zoom method of conferencing.  Perhaps someday we will return to an annual in-
person conference but not for now. 

We’re not sure of a date other than to say we are aiming for February 2023 and 
this conference topic is education and all the wonderful things FJKM (our partner 
denomination in Madagascar) is doing. 

There will be more information coming in the new year.  Several of us have 
enjoyed participating in the Zoom meetings together and invite you to join us! More 
info:  Cheryl Mahan mahan625@att.net or 321-431-9623. 
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Stewardship 
 

 

The Stewardship and Budget Committees are happy to 

give you this update on Merritt Island Presbyterian 

Church’s stewardship campaign: Our Money Story. 

This year’s stewardship season officially ended on 

Sunday, November 20th, when we celebrated our 

performing arts ministries, our preschool, and the 

generosity of our members and friends in supporting 

God’s work here at MIPC.  

We thank all of you who have responded so readily and generously with your 

pledge submissions, and in many cases, pledge increases. Thanks to YOUR 

support our stewardship campaign is succeeding. So far, we received 34 

pledges for a total of $118,040 towards our challenge budget of $208,604. 

With anticipated pledges still to come, plus other revenue sources, we are 

close to having a balanced budget for 2023, the first time in several years. 

There are a few faithful pledgers that have not yet returned a commitment 

form. If you are one of those, it is not too late to help us achieve our goal of 

funding our 2023 challenge budget. Pledge forms are available in the Narthex, 

on our website (www.merrittislandpc.org) or you can request that one be 

mailed or emailed to you.  Please contact Leslie Mitchell in the church office 

with any questions.  321-452-5689 x102. 

Friends, thank you for living a life of generosity as we continue to see where 

God is leading us and as we write the next chapters of our stories, together 

making a difference.  

      



Fellowship 

                         
 

 

 

 

Café 
Join us for Fellowship time after 

worship every Sunday! The church 

provides coffee and drinks. Please sign 

up in the Narthex if you would like to 

provide snacks for your family and 

friends. 



                   
 
 

                                 

Kids Klub will perform their Christmas show, Star 
Search, on Saturday, December 3rd and Sunday, 

December 4th at  4 PM, followed by receptions.  
If you know anyone who is interested in this amazing 
ministry please contact our Performing Arts Director, 

Mary Lou Tipton at 321-452-5948 or 
 iccone1@yahoo.com, or Pam Poland, Faith 

Formation Ministries Associate at 321-452-5689 ext. 
104 or mipcffm@gmail.com. Information is also 

available on our website.  www.merrittislandpc.org 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

One Purpose Productions will perform their 

Christmas show, Tangled in the Tinsel, on 

Saturday, December 10th and Sunday, December 11 at 
4 PM,  followed by receptions. 

 If you know anyone who is interested in this amazing 
ministry please contact our Performing Arts Director, Mary Lou 

Tipton at 321-452-5948 or iccone1@yahoo.com, or Pam Poland, 
Faith Formation Ministries Associate at 321-452-5689 ext. 104 or 

mipcffm@gmail.com.  Information is also available on our 
website:  www.merrittislandpc.org 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 
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Faith Formation Ministries 

Christ the King Worship—One Purpose Youth liturgists 

Kids Klub sings Children’s Time with Pastor Christina 

One Purpose sings Thy Word 

Our Family Fun 
Day was a 
spectacular 
day of worship 
& fellowship! 
Here are a few 
pictures to 
enjoy. 



Faith Formation Ministries 

Preschool Children sing “I’m a Little  Turkey” 

Craft Time 

Thanksgiving Luncheon 

Play Time 



Faith Formation Ministries 

Awesome Kitchen Crew! 

Fun in the kitchen! 

We did it! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Going to God together! 
 

Virtual Weekly Prayer Service via Zoom 
Wednesday Evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Light a candle in a quiet space and join your MIPC 
family for an evening of prayer and reflection as we 
share scripture and joys & concerns with each other. 

 
A link to join the service will be sent out each week. 

We encourage everyone to come pray with us! 
 
 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.   
~ Psalm 145:18 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 



Faith Formation Ministries 

  
 
 
 
 

Adult Class:        Sunday Mornings,  9:00 a.m.         Session Room and Zoom 

 
 

 
 
 

Advent Study With Dave Hertzler  
 

From his beginnings as a humble carpenter to his all-important role as the earthly father of 
Jesus Christ, Joseph's place in the nativity story is sometimes overlooked but contains valuable 
lessons for all of us. Join Adam Hamilton as he examines Christmas through the eyes of Joseph. 

Absent from much of the biblical narrative, Joseph never spoke a word, but his courageous 
actions were crucial to the birth of Christ and God's salvation plan for humanity. As you study, 

you will understand how Joseph's story is much like our own. In life, we encounter 
circumstances that we would never have chosen for ourselves. At times it can be tempting just 
to walk away. Joseph provides us a great example of humbly obeying God even when we don't 

understand, and faithfully moving forward in the strength that God provides. 
 

Come join us in person or on Zoom! 
 The link to join will be sent out with your weekly bulletin. 

Please note:  No class on December 25. 
———————————————————————————- 

Presbyterian Women’s monthly Bible study:  Join us on the second 

Thursday of each month (This month it will be the 3rd Thursday, Dec. 15) at  
7 PM on Zoom.  New attendees are welcome. We always have an enriching time 
of warm fellowship and study.   For more information please contact Julie Hill at 

cj2hill@bellsouth.net.   



Faith Formation Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities Room—Sundays at 10:00 AM 

 
Merritt Island Presbyterian Church offers Children’s 
Church for Preschool-6th grade. Class starts after the 

Children’s Message in our 10 AM Worship service. Come 
join us for Bible stories, Crafts and Games! If you are 
interested, know someone who might be, or would like 

more information please contact Pam Poland at 321-452-
5689 ext. 104 or mipcffm@gmail.com. 

 

 

A Heart to Give 
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Faith Formation Ministries 
 

1. Our committee met on Monday, November 7th at 1:00 p.m. These are 
the current and upcoming activities for 2022.  

 
a. Weekly Prayer Service—Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. 
b. Children’s Church—Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Activities 

Room. Our Advent study is “From Generation to Generation.” 
c. Adult Faith Enrichment Class—Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the         

Session Room and on Zoom. Our Advent study is “Faithful -
Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph” by Adam Hamilton led by 
Dave Hertzler. 

d. Kids Klub Christmas Performances—Saturday, December 3rd & 
Sunday, December 4th at 4:00 p.m. 

e. One Purpose Productions Christmas Performances—Saturday, 
December 10th & Sunday, December 11th at 4:00 p.m. 

 
2.   A date has not been set yet for our December committee meeting. 



 
 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS: 

 

9 Suzanne Larsen 

11 Heidi Dutter 

12 Cheryl Mahan 

14 Bob Erb 

19   Gregg Kraver 

21 Dale Greenawalt 

22 Sue Sakala 

27 Tyler Johnson 

29 Leslie Neihouse 

31 Julie Hill 

31 Craig Hill 

 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: 

 

4 Elaine & Rich Larkin 

22 Wally & Barbara Finney 

29 Brian & Sarah Finney 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUDGET UPDATE 

 
YTD As of 10/31/22 

 
 
 
Actual Revenue:  $ 141,504 

Budgeted:  $ 147,359    
 
Actual Expenses:   $155,068 
  Budgeted: $ 171,293 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The deadline for input in the  
January newsletter is  

Dec. 19 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 



 
The MIPC Press is printed by the Merritt Island Presbyterian Church,  

600 S. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, Florida 32952.  
 

Rev. Christina Greenawalt Pastor 
Pam Poland Faith Formation Ministries Associate 
Leslie Mitchell Financial Secretary 
Maryrose Beerman Acting Music Director 
Tammy Lewis Preschool Director 
Robyn Mills Assistant Preschool Director 
MaryLou Tipton Performing Arts Director 

 
 

Each month, we feature an “Eco-Friendly Tip!”  It’s our way of helping conserve 
resources and preserve our beautiful Brevard beaches and waterways.  This 

month’s tip: 
 

 
The Brevard Zoo shares these tips for a greener holiday.  For more info 

see https://brevardzoo.org/10-tips-greener-holiday-season/   
1. Make your own gift wrap  2. Use natural candles  3. Buy a fresh tree 

and recycle it   4. Buy used  6. Carpool to parties  7. Skip disposable 
utensils  8. Purchase local food  9. Give experiences instead of material 

gifts  10. Give back 
 

Do you have a tip to share?  Contact mipresbyterian@gmail.com. 
 

 
Please contact the church office if we can assist you in any way. 

 
 

 

 Office extensions: 
 
Office phone number: 321-452-5689  101: Reception 
Preschool phone number: 321-453-1640 102: Leslie Mitchell 
 104: Pam Poland 
 105: Rev. Greenawalt 
 201: Preschool 
  
 

Email:  mipresbyterian@gmail.com 
Preschool email:  MIPCPreschool@gmail.com 

Website: www.merrittislandpc.org 
Facebook:  Facebook.com/Merritt.Island.Presbyterian.Church 

Twitter: @MIPresby 


