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Hello October… we are officially in fall and yet it’s still hot, humid, and there are 

storms in the waters. Maybe for you, like me, fall seems elusive in Florida. So, each 

year I get out my fall decorations - fall leaves, cinnamon sticks, and scarecrows. I love 

this time of year because starting at the end of September, my home transforms each 

month with the addition of different decorations. It brings new life, invigorates, adds 

warmth to my home. 

Maybe instead of decorating for the season you are in a period of renovation at 

home. Unlike just decorating, adding a piece here and there, renovation means more 

of a permanent change. It takes extra work, often displacing us or making us work 

around the area being renovated. Like when you have to do dishes in the bathroom tub 

while renovating the kitchen. Or having to subsist on take out instead of a home 

cooked meal. But, when a renovated space is complete, we step back and have a new 

space. Maybe it has a better flow, is more accessible, fresh, clean, shiny. 

Thinking of these things leaves me pondering my heart, my soul. Sometimes, we 

only need to add a piece here and there to our spiritual journey to invigorate our soul. 

These are adding spiritual disciplines that help to freshen up our relationships with God 

and others. 

Yet, other times we may need more of a spiritual renovation. Taking things down 

to the studs and rebuilding our heart to align it with God. Asking for repentance, 

returning to church, starting a relationship with God. 

Neither is right or wrong, they are just different. The beautiful thing is that both 

are honoring to God. May we not look down on those who are in a time of renovation 

and may we take action to always be invigorating our faith. 

As we at the church move into the fall I am aware of what a busy time this is. 

August was jam packed with the long awaited return of Kids Klub and 1 Purpose. We 

also returned to the school year at the preschool. We hosted Family Fun Sunday. All of 

this on top of our normal activity of Faith Enrichment, Prayer Service, Heavenly 

Handmades, and worship. 

Pastor Christina’s Corner 



 
In September, we continued to add to the life of our congregation with the 

monthly women’s Bible Study on Zoom which is studying “Embracing Sabbath” on the 

second Thursday of each  month at 7 p.m. The women of the church also held a 

women’s retreat where they left feeling Renewed, Restored and Refreshed. 

As we begin October, we continue to build vitality at MIPC. We celebrate the 

retirement of Rev. George Wilcox and the ordination anniversary of Rev. Rick Oppelt. 

The Preschool Food Pantry space continues its renovation with the goal of helping to 

alleviate, in the short term, the real and felt needs of some of our most vulnerable in 

our community. Our Deacons continue to reach out and care for our congregation. For 

the first time we are hosting Presbyterian Peacemakers on October 4th. I hope you will 

participate in this amazing opportunity to hear from speakers living a life of ministry in 

South Africa and Madagascar. I’m really excited that we were asked to host this event. 

But that isn’t all we have going on. On Saturday, October 15th we have the Annual Fall 

Festival - with a Trunk or Treat and a chili cook off. This is a wonderful time in which we 

host our community.  We invite them to experience the love of Christ through MIPC in 

various and fun ways. 

November and December will also have exciting opportunities to gather together. 

It’s easy to get discouraged thinking things aren’t moving fast enough, but I’m brought 

back to thinking of renovation. Sometimes, most times, renovating takes longer than 

we expected. We have to find peace in the mess and hold on to the hope of the new 

thing being created. This is true with MIPC. The pandemic gave us an opportunity to 

renovate our mission and ministry to answer the call God is sharing with us for our 

future ministry. 

They say renovations can bring a family together or tear them apart. I continue to 

be amazed at how God is knitting us together in beautiful ways. I can’t wait to see how 

God builds our ministry together. 

 

Love, 

Pastor Christina 

Pastor Christina’s Corner 



Worship 

September 4 marked the beginning of the Season of Peace.  This four-week 

pilgrimage is designed to deepen the pursuit of peace for congregations, families, 

and individuals.  The season culminates on World Communion Sunday, October 2, 

when we receive the Peace and Global Witness offering. 

On October 2, we will welcome Rev. Rick Oppelt to the pulpit while Pastor 

Christina is on study leave.  It will be Rev. Oppelt’s ordination anniversary, which 

we will recognize at our fellowship time in the Narthex following worship.  We will 

also honor Rev. George Wilcox’s official retirement, effective October 1.  We are 

grateful to both for their ministry! 

We thank Ted Beerman for filling in as vocalist while Jeana was out sick; thanks 

also to Leslie Mitchell for filling in on October 9 for Maryrose Beerman while she is 

away.   

Pastor Christina will also be away on October 23, attending the Presbyterian 

Women’s Triennial gathering in St. Simons Island.  Rev. Joel Kelly will be our pulpit 

supply that Sunday. 

Our Stewardship campaign will begin on October 30, leading us to our 

Stewardship Sunday on November 20.  Also on October 30 (appropriately, 

Reformation Sunday) we will have a Congregational Meeting right after worship in 

order to present the Nominating Committee’s slate of Elder and Deacon nominees. 

Looking ahead:  We plan to honor the Saints of the church in worship on 

November 6.  If you have lost a loved one between November 2021 and now, 

please notify the church office so we may include their names in our service.  

On Stewardship Sunday, November 20, we will welcome Preschool families to 

worship for a Family Fun Day.  Kids Klub and One Purpose will sing in worship —

AND, this will be our Thanksgiving Family Luncheon along with Hanging of the 

Greens.  More details coming soon. 

       

     Leslie Neihouse, Worship Chair 



Preschool 
          

 
The Preschool has been very busy.  September came 

in quickly and went out quickly.  We have started our 

new school year out staying busy—learning new 

letters, learning about God's nature, and we learned 

about apples and how they taste different from Red 

to Yellow.  This past week we have started learning 

about Fire Safety and when to dial 911.   

 Our Preschool is still growing and we have a lot of new young families 

moving into our area.  We have been enjoying getting to know all our new 

friends.  We are looking forward to October and Halloween, and our Fall Festival 

on October 15 from 4-7 PM.  We will be open on Columbus Day, Monday, 

October 10. 

 We did have to close Wednesday through Friday during the last week of 

September due to Hurricane Ian. We are so grateful that we didn't have any 

severe damage.   

 We are enjoying some cooler weather now.  We are very thankful for 

that! 

 

 
 
      God Bless, 

 
 

Tammy Lewis, Preschool Director 
Robyn Mills, Assistant Preschool Director 

Pat Smith, Preschool Elder 



MIssion 

SAVE THE DATE!—Tuesday, October 4 
International Peacemaker Helivao Poget 

 

We have the wonderful opportunity to hear Helivao Poget again, this time 
as one of PCUSA’s designated International Peacemakers, on Tuesday, 
October 4.  This will be a potluck meal at 6 PM in the Fellowship Hall. She will 
be accompanied by Doug Tilton (longtime Mission Co-Worker in South Africa).  
Below is Helivao’s bio from PCUSA’s website: 

 

Helivao Poget was ordained as a pastor in the Church of Jesus Christ in 
Madagascar (known by its Malagasy initials, FJKM) in 1989. Early in her 
career she was assigned to work with the Federation of Protestant Churches 
in Madagascar (FFPM) where she directed the FFPM social center in Isotry, a 
poor neighborhood of Madagascar’s capital, Antananarivo. She began 
developing a “street ministry,” living and sharing the gospel with the area’s 
marginalized people – sex workers, drug addicts, street kids, street families. 
In 2009, she started a ministry to socially and economically displaced people, 
known as SAFFIFAA, within the FJKM’s Chaplaincy program. SAFFIFA works 
in a number of sites across Antananarivo and around the island providing a 
wide range of services aimed primarily at marginalized communities: youth, 
women, migrants, and developmentally challenged people. Much of 
SAFFIFA’s work helps to provide young people alternatives to criminal 
activity, substance abuse and sex work. In 2010, after one of the women she 
knew from Isotry died while working as a domestic worker in Lebanon, 
Pastor Helivao began to learn about and expose human trafficking networks 
and to help Malagasy women abroad to escape abusive situations. In 
addition to her ministry at SAFFIFAA, Pastor Helivao has worked to foster 
national reconciliation and to address the factors that have contributed to 
the country’s cyclical political instability. She also teaches missiology at the 
FJKM Theological Faculty in Antananarivo. She has pioneered a field 
research program for her students that exposes them to the realities of 
social problems such as poverty, violence and exploitation and equips them 
to address these challenges more effectively as pastors. 
 

If you would like to help with this mission activity, please contact  
Cindy Bottomley.  See the shareable flyer on the following page for RSVP info. 



Mission 

Merritt Island Presbyterian Tuesday, October 4, 2022  
6:00pm 

Early in her career, Pastor Helivao was 
assigned to work with the Federation of 

Protestant Churches in Madagascar (FFPM) 
where she directed the FFPM social center in 
Isotry, a poor neighborhood of Madagascar’s 

capital, Antananarivo. She developed a 
“street ministry,” living and sharing the 

gospel with the area’s marginalized people – 
sex workers, drug addicts, street kids & 

families. 

 
It’s Not Too Late To RSVP!  Just email  

mipresbyterian@gmail.com, or call the church 
office, 321-452-5689 x102 and leave a message.  

There will be plenty of food for all. 



News 

These are photos of a graduation program of inmates receiving their GED 
diplomas, thanks to Larry Hand’s son Jones Hand’s teaching.  Since being at CFRC-
SSCI Orlando, over 50 inmates have received/earned their GED high school 
equivalent diploma. Add these to the over 130 inmates receiving  their GED 
diplomas at Tomoka Correctional Institute while Jones was there, and current 
totals are over 180 graduates. Jones uses the books he developed in his teaching. 
 
Congratulations to Jones on his accomplishments and his desire to help his fellow 
inmates. 

 
 
 



 

WHAT IS STEPHEN MINISTRY? 
 

Stephen Ministry is a way for congregations to provide high-quality care and 

outreach to hurting people in the congregation and community. Stephen Ministers are 

congregation members who go through 50 hours of Christian care-giving training. Each 

Stephen Minister is then matched with a hurting person (men are paired with men, 

women with women) and meets with that person weekly to listen, care, pray, and 

encourage. Caring relationships last for as long as the need persists. 

 

Stephen Ministers care for those dealing with grief, divorce, job loss, 

hospitalization, financial struggles, loneliness, convalescence, terminal illness, and 

other life difficulties. 

Mother Teresa used to say, “Loneliness is the leprosy of the modern world.” For a 

lot of people today, levels of care they might have once received through tight-knit 

communities are not available anymore. Stephen Ministers are attuned to those needs, 

stand in that gap, and provide quality Christian care. 

 

MIPC has an active Stephen Ministry program. If you, or anyone you know, may be 

in need of a Stephen Minister, please call either our pastor or Craig Smoot, 321-223-

4841 (MIPC referral coordinator). 

Stephen Ministry  



Finance 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT as of 8/31/22 

 
For the first time this year, we are falling below our projected income/loss 

totals.  This speaks to a need for us all to examine our giving during this fourth 
quarter of 2022, and to ensure we are meeting our pledges.  If you need to check 
your pledge status, please contact the church office. 

 
P.S.:  Good news—we are now established with the digital payment network 

Zelle, so if you use Zelle at your financial institution, you can make a payment 
directly to the church bank account, with no fees to you OR the church!  Use the 
church’s email address, mipresbyterian@gmail.com, as the recipient.   For more 
information contact Leslie Mitchell at the church email or 321-452-5689 x102. 

 
 

Bob Willett, Finance Chair 

  August 2022 Totals 

General Fund Revenue: 8,985 98,847 

General Fund Expenses: 15,830 118,900 

General Fund Net Revenue: -6,845 -20,053 

    

Preschool Revenue: 49,973 427,736 

Preschool Expenses: 51,295 391,881 

Preschool Net Revenue: -1,322 35,855 



Stewardship 

As I write this, I am sitting in a Stewardship 
Conference, facing Hurricane Ian, wondering 
about a celebration of life for the Ritters.  

As we approach our Annual Stewardship 
Season, I am reminded that I am where I am 
because others have invested in me.  

When I think about Leslie and Carl, I think 
about how they invested in others. Most of us 

have been touched by the Ritters  - until Leslie passed away they were a 
package deal. How many lives did they touch through giving of themselves 
and investing in Merritt Island, both the community and the church?  

They lived out their faith by generously giving of themselves. Most of us 
cannot enter the kitchen without thinking about the efforts of the Ritters in 
the kitchen, and particularly their cooking for Tremendous Tuesdays. The 
Ritters showed love and invested in others by giving of themselves.  

As we prayerfully come to Stewardship Season which will culminate with 
commitment Sunday on November 20th, ask yourself:  How can we invest in 
others through the mission and ministry of MIPC?  

May our witness resemble the Ritter’s and Jesus’ in that we give of 
ourselves to bring the light of Christ into other peoples’ lives. May we be a 
bright spot in a hurt and broken world.  

Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it 
on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. Matthew 5:15 

 
Pastor Christina 
 

********************** 
 

MIPC’s Stewardship Campaign will begin October 30 and culminate on 
Commitment Sunday, November 20.   

  



Hurricane Resources 

 
How to Apply for FEMA Assistance After Hurricane Ian:   You can apply for disaster 
assistance at www.disasterassistance.gov, by calling 800-621-3362 from 7 a.m. to 11 
p.m. Eastern Time, or by using the FEMA mobile app. If you use a relay service such as 
video relay service (VRS), captioned telephone service or others, give FEMA the number 
for that service.  
 
How to Help:  If you would like to donate to assist the worst-hit areas of Florida, Cash is 
the best option and most needed at this time.  You can donate to Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance:  The funds will be used to provide grants to affected presbyteries, churches 
and for long term recovery.   
 
https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/hurricane-ian/ 
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000194/ 

Brevard County was fortunate to have avoided the worst of Hurricane Ian.  However, 
storm damage and flooding has occurred all throughout Central Florida.  If you need 

help, here are some resources. 

http://www.disasterassistance.gov/
https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/hurricane-ian/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000194/


Fellowship 

                         
 

 

 

 

Café 
Join us for Fellowship time after 

worship every Sunday! The church 

provides coffee and drinks. Please sign 

up in the Narthex if you would like to 

provide snacks for your family and 

friends. 



                   
 
 

                                 

Kids Klub Our children are working hard rehearsing 

for their show. Star Search will be performed on 

Saturday, December 3rd and Sunday, December 4th 
at  4 PM, followed by receptions.  

If you know anyone who is interested in this amazing 
ministry please contact our Performing Arts Director, 

Mary Lou Tipton at 321-452-5948 or 
 iccone1@yahoo.com, or Pam Poland, Faith 

Formation Ministries Associate at 321-452-5689 ext. 
104 or mipcffm@gmail.com. Information is also available on 

our website.  www.merrittislandpc.org 

 
 

 

 

 
 

One Purpose Productions Our youth are working 

hard rehearsing for their show. Tangled in the 
Tinsel will be performed on Saturday, December 10th 

and Sunday, December 11 at 4 PM,  followed by 
receptions. 

 If you know anyone who is interested in this amazing ministry 
please contact our Performing Arts Director, Mary Lou Tipton at 

321-452-5948 or iccone1@yahoo.com, or Pam Poland, Faith 
Formation Ministries Associate at 321-452-5689 ext. 104 or 
mipcffm@gmail.com.  Information is also available on our 

website:  www.merrittislandpc.org 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 

mailto:iccone1@yahoo.com
mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com
http://www.merrittislandpc.org
mailto:iccone1@yahoo.com
mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com
http://www.merrittislandpc.org


Faith Formation Ministries 

We had a wonderful and blessed spa day at our Women’s Retreat!                                         

Here are some pictures to enjoy. 

                      
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

     
 
 

 

 

“A Fresh Start” devotion skit! 

Fantastic time of Fellowship with 
our sisters in Christ! 

 



Faith Formation Ministries 

Beautiful music with our 

Praise Choir! 

Fun games! Pin the  
cucumber on the girl! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Going to God together! 
 

Virtual Weekly Prayer Service via Zoom 
Wednesday Evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Light a candle in a quiet space and join your MIPC 
family for an evening of prayer and reflection as we 
share scripture and joys & concerns with each other. 

 
A link to join the service will be sent out each week. 

We encourage everyone to come pray with us! 
 
 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.   
~ Psalm 145:18 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 



Faith Formation Ministries 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Class:        Sunday Mornings,  9:00 a.m.         Session Room and Zoom 

 

The Book of 
Ephesians 

 9-week study 
With Dave Hertzler & 

Craig Smoot 
 

 
 

The journey through the book of Ephesians explains how the 
Church comes to full spiritual maturity in Christ. The first 

part describes the Good News of what God has done (Eph. 1-3). 
The second section gives instructions on how to live in the 
light of those blessings (Eph. 4-5). Ephesians ends with an 

encouragement to stand firm in the face of any hardships 
(Eph. 6). 

 

Come join us in person or on Zoom! 
 The link to join will be sent out with your weekly bulletin. 

 



Faith Formation Ministries 

 

 

 

*Face Painting *Crafts *Petting Zoo                        
*Lots of Candy & Much More! 

*Bring a decorated car for the “Trunk or Treat” contest!  
Vote for your favorite chili or enter your favorite recipe in the  

cook-off! *Prizes will be awarded* 
If you would like to volunteer to help with our Festival, please contact      

Pam Poland at mipcffm@gmail.com or                                                             
Tammy Lewis at mipcpreschool@gmail.com. 

Sign-up sheets are also available in the Narthex and the Preschool office. 
We would greatly appreciate the following Donations: 

*Individually wrapped candy *Juice Boxes * Snack size bags of chips  

mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com
mailto:mipcpreschool@gmail.com


Faith Formation Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities Room—Sundays at 10:00 AM 

 
Merritt Island Presbyterian Church offers Children’s 
Church for Preschool-6th grade. Class starts after the 

Children’s Message in our 10 AM Worship service. Come 
join us for Bible stories, Crafts and Games! If you are 
interested, know someone who might be, or would like 

more information please contact Pam Poland at 321-452-
5689 ext. 104 or mipcffm@gmail.com. 

 

 

A Heart to Give 

mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com


Faith Formation Ministries 

Synod of South Atlantic 
 

Plug In & Recharge at  
The 12th Triennial Gathering of 

Presbyterian Women  
 

October 21-23, 2022 
Epworth By The Sea 

St. Simons Island, Georgia 
 

For additional information and registration:  
https://pwsosa.com/2022-synod-gathering/  

 
You may also contact Julie Hill at cj2hill@bellsouth.net  

 
 
 

The Presbyterian Women’s monthly Bible 
study has resumed! 

 
Join us on the second Thursday of each month 

(October 13) at 7 PM on Zoom.  We will be studying 
the Presbyterian Women Horizons Bible Study 

entitled Celebrating Sabbath; Accepting God's Gift of 
Rest and Delight.   New attendees are welcome. We 

always have an enriching time of warm  
fellowship and study.  

For more information please contact Julie Hill at 
cj2hill@bellsouth.net.   

https://pwsosa.com/2022-synod-gathering/
mailto:cj2hill@bellsouth.net


Faith Formation Ministries 
 

Plans for FFM Activities: 
1.  Our committee met on Friday, September 23rd at 2:00 p.m. These are 
the current and upcoming activities for 2022.  

a) Weekly Prayer Service - Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. on 
Zoom. 

b) Children’s Church-Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Activities 
Room.  

c) Adult Faith Enrichment Class-Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the         
Session Room and on Zoom.  Our new 9-week study is on The 
Book of Ephesians with Dave Hertzler and Craig Smoot. 

d) Performing Arts Programs—Kids Klub and One Purpose 
Productions will sing in worship on Sunday, November 20th.   

e) Fall Festival—Saturday, October 15th, 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
f) Preschool/FFM Family Fun Day-Sunday, November 20th, 10:00 

a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
g) Kids Klub Performances-Saturday, December 3rd & Sunday, 

December 4th at 4:00 p.m. 
h) One Purpose Productions Performances-Saturday, December 10th 

&  Sunday, December 11th at 4:00 p.m. 
2. Our next FFM committee meeting will be on Friday, October 7th at 1:00 

p.m.  
 



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS: 
 
1 Rita Rhinehart 

6 Will Buchanan 

6  JoJo Hentschel 

6 Annika Russo 

9 Mary Lou Tipton 

9 Shirley Kidd 

14 Carolyn Shuford 

15 June Downen 

20 Laurie King 

20 Ronnie Gould, Jr. 

22 Dustin Gardner 

23 Ed Carden 

23 Jim Rhinehart 

24 Sharon Hertzler 

27 Brittney Fjeldheim 

28 Mary Hoffman 

28 Bob Willett 

29 Dave Hertzler 

29  Kathy Porche 

 
OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES: 
  
11 Elaine & Elliott Kicklighter 

13 Heidi & Keith Dutter 

15 Ronnie & Rachel Gould 

16 Tammy & Lloyd Lewis 

19 Peg & Tom Boekhout 

 

 
 
 

 
BUDGET UPDATE 

 
YTD As of 8/31/22 

 
 
 
Actual Revenue:  $ 98,847 

Budgeted:  $ 117,887    
 
Actual Expenses:   $118,900 
  Budgeted: $ 135,813 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The deadline for input in the  
November newsletter is  

October 21 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 



 
The MIPC Press is printed by the Merritt Island Presbyterian Church,  

600 S. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, Florida 32952.  
 

Rev. Christina Greenawalt Pastor 
Pam Poland Faith Formation Ministries Associate 
Leslie Mitchell Financial Secretary 
Maryrose Beerman Acting Music Director 
Tammy Lewis Preschool Director 
Robyn Mills Assistant Preschool Director 
MaryLou Tipton Performing Arts Director 

 
 

Each month, we feature an “Eco-Friendly Tip!”  It’s our way of helping conserve 
resources and preserve our beautiful Brevard beaches and waterways.  This 

month’s tip: 
 

With fall’s arrival, it’s the perfect opportunity for you to be more eco-friendly in 
your home and in your daily routine. For example:  Take advantage of the 
weather and reduce your car usage by walking or riding a bike to school, to 
work, or to run errands.  Turn off the air conditioner, and open up the windows 
to let some cool breezes into your home.   

 
 

Do you have a tip to share?  Contact mipresbyterian@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

Please contact the church office if we can assist you in any way. 
 

 

 Office extensions: 
 
Office phone number: 321-452-5689  101: Reception 
Preschool phone number: 321-453-1640 102: Leslie Mitchell 
 104: Pam Poland 
 105: Rev. Greenawalt 
 201: Preschool 
  
 

Email:  mipresbyterian@gmail.com 
Preschool email:  MIPCPreschool@gmail.com 

Website: www.merrittislandpc.org 
Facebook:  Facebook.com/Merritt.Island.Presbyterian.Church 

Twitter: @MIPresby 


