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Can you believe it is summer? The hot days of summer are here. While others 

around the country see the summer as a time to get out and enjoy the weather, 

we here in Florida hunker down in the air conditioning.  

Many of our friends are up north for the summer and other friends are 

traveling to see friends and family. Each Sunday I like to remind us of that, so that 

we do not get discouraged that attendance seems light. At the same time, it is 

such a treat when you “tune-in” while away to our Facebook Live stream. Please 

do leave a comment or like the post so that we will know you were with us. You 

don’t have Facebook?  No problem. We also upload the service later on Sundays 

on our YouTube Channel (Merritt Island PC).   

In case you are not aware, Dale and I will be on vacation June 26-July 5. We 

are taking our first cruise together and we are looking forward to spending some 

time renewing our selves and our relationship. This is not a typical vacation for us; 

usually we are likely to need a vacation to recover from our vacation!  But both of 

us are looking forward to a slower paced getaway. If you have a pastoral 

emergency while I am gone, please reach out the church office.  

For the church, summer is a time of planning for the return to activities in the 

fall when people are back from summertime vacations. We are no different here at 

MIPC. The Women’s Retreat in September will be here before we know it. Kid’s 

Klub and One Purpose are planning to return in August. In mid-July, you will notice 

the Memorial Garden getting some new life. We hope that the Memorial Garden 

will attract butterflies, birds and people as a quiet retreat at the church. We 

continue to plan and implement deferred maintenance and needed renovations to 

the church, including a new roof.  The first part of making the plan included a 

building inspection to help up identify areas of need and concern. Volunteers have 

been fixing items that they are able to fix and our next step is to engage in 

contractors. We are in the middle of getting bids. This will be a costly endeavor 

and  if the  Lord  prompts  you  to  contribute to  these  efforts,  please  add  to  the 

Pastor Christina’s Corner 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC009wAlRO7KovENQ3mArPMA/videos


memo line on your check “building fund.” Much of the renovations will occur in 

the Preschool buildings, which haven’t seen a bathroom re-model since they were 

built in the 1960’s.  

Please pray for these plans and the plans that the session, deacons, and staff 

are working on to continue to help us reach out to our neighbors, and to continue 

bringing fellowship, worship, and discipleship to MIPC. Pray that we will use the 

gifts God has given us in creative and imaginative ways.  

This July, we will be exploring the book of Judges together in worship. The era 

of the Judges was a particularly turbulent time in the history of Israel. Faced with 

the outward threat of their enemies and the inward threat of their wayward 

hearts, the Judges brought deliverance to God’s people. But the Judges themselves 

were a crazy mixture of personalities and capabilities that did not always work 

together in the way we would expect. Sounds a little bit like the Church. And yet, 

God was able to use these people to accomplish His purposes, giving us hope that 

the Lord could use even us to advance God’s Kingdom. I look forward to July as we 

journey together through the book of Judges. 

Love and Peace to you,  

 

    Pastor Christina  

Pastor Christina’s Corner 



 

Session Highlights 

 

 

Your Session met on June 16, 2022 with the following highlights: 

               
  The session acted on the following: 
 

1. Approved guidelines for preschool drivers. 

2. Approved request for Called Session Meeting for July 14 (amended from 
July 7)  for purposes of approving moving forward with Apex Roofing and 
Remodeling Inc.   

3. Approved request for a congregational pot luck luncheon on Sunday, 
July 24 in the Fellowship Hall following morning worship. Guest speaker, 
Kevin Smith of Brevard Waste Management, will make a presentation as a 
follow up to our recent tours of the facility.   

 
 

The next Session meeting will be held July 14, 2022 at 7:00pm. 

 

 
 

   Karri Fjeldheim 

   Clerk of Session 

Session Highlights 



Worship 

June began with our celebration of Pentecost, and the beginning of Pastor 

Christina’s “Won’t You Be My Neighbor” series.  This thought-provoking set of 

sermons helped us examine the question, “Who is my neighbor?”  The month 

culminated with a bit of “homework” for us—the Prayer Walk Guide that was 

handed out in worship and emailed to the congregation.  This guide helps us think 

and pray about our neighborhoods and gives us thoughts about encountering our 

neighbors in a variety of ways.  If you didn’t get your guide yet, they are available 

via email or in the church narthex. 

It was a joy to welcome the Shallowford Choir to our sanctuary on June 10; and 

to honor our graduates in worship on June 12.   

In July, we will be studying the book of Judges.  We welcome Rev. Carmelo 

Mercado to our pulpit on July 3, as Pastor Christina takes a well-deserved vacation.  

The series will continue through the end of July.   

Leslie Mitchell fills in for Maryrose Beerman while she is away on July 3 and 

July 10. 

We are grateful to all those who help make our weekly services possible for 

both in-person and online worship! 

 

       

     Leslie Neihouse, Worship Chair 



Preschool 
 

           Hello!  Our MIPC Preschool summer has begun! 

Our VPK graduation was wonderful and we all had a 

great time celebrating our kids going on to a bigger 

school.   

With the hot summer weather beginning, we have 

started water play in every classroom.  We celebrated 

Fathers’ Day with “Donuts for Dads” on June 17, with a 

car wash afterwards for the dads.   

We have started our field trips in full swing and so far have been to Golf and 

Gator, Urban Air, Enchanted Forest, Brevard Zoo, a farm, the Library to see a dog 

show, and a petting farm  - and we still have the rest of the summer to enjoy.  The 

Preschool will be closed on Monday July 4th.  Happy Independence Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tammy Lewis, Preschool Director 
Robyn Mills, Assistant Preschool Director 

Pat Smith, Preschool Elder 



Mission 

CHILDREN’S HUNGER PROJECT:  A building 

in the heart of Cocoa Village is the new 

home of The Children’s Hunger Project. 

Packing events are now held at: The 

Children’s Hunger Project, Shah Center to 

End Childhood Hunger, 26 Forrest Ave. in Cocoa 32922 

This move will increase the number of children that can be served to 

continue to meet the goals of our mission. CHP thanks the Shah family of 

Southeast Petro for their generous contribution toward this forever home! 

 

 

SNEAKER SUNDAY:  This long-running program was originally 

the brainchild of one person, Ruth Ganter, and is now a 

project of the Central Brevard Sharing Center.  Every year they 

collect funds for kids who are starting school soon and are in 

need of shoes.  MIPC has been a sponsor of this program for 

many years and we are happy to participate again this year. 

On July 31 we will receive a special offering for this worthy cause.   

 

 

Five Cents Per Meal will be collected on July 10.   That adds 

up to $4.65 per person (or, round up to $5 to make it easy!)  

Your gifts go to food and hunger needs both locally and 

internationally—a portion even comes right back to us to help 

fund our food pantry! 

 

 



Mission 

The Country Store 
  
The Country Store ministry at Grace United Methodist Church was started by Kerry 
Lynn and Tim Cordes to help those in our community who need a helping 
hand.  Four Saturdays each year we gather assorted cleaning supplies and personal 
hygiene items and we open the doors to our community members who can come 
to shop for the items they need.  It is a wonderful way to stand in the gap offering 
supplies food stamps do not cover. 

 

How it works! 
On the Friday night prior to the Country Store being opened, volunteers come at 
6:00 PM to help set up the tables to create stations and then load each station 
with the items that should be there.  
 

On the Saturday of the Country Store, the doors open to the community at 9:00 
AM (volunteers are asked to be there by 8:30 AM). Once the doors open, the 
community members will be allowed in to go to each station where they will 
receive “Blessing Bucks” which they will then use to “purchase” their items.  The 
stations include a “free table” which has items that do not count towards their 
purchase, a lunch station where they receive a bagged lunch, a miscellaneous table 
which has seasonal items (this upcoming Country Store will have backpacks with 
school supplies), a clothes closet, a prayer station, and a pet food table.  
 

This outreach/mission is a wonderful way to get to know our community members, 
work alongside another church and to provide assistance to those who need a 
hand up!  The next Country Store will be on August 5th and 6th.  If you are 
interested in volunteering or have any questions, please reach out to me at 321-
536-8741 or cindy.bottomley@uperform.com. 

Items needed: 

Bleach Paper towels Toilet Paper  
Laundry Detergent Household cleaners Shampoo 
Conditioner Body Wash Soap 
Toothbrushes (individually packaged) Toothpaste 
Deodorant 

mailto:cindy.bottomley@uperform.com


WHAT ARE STEPHEN MINISTERS? 
 

Stephen Ministers are laypeople trained in the congregation by their 
Stephen Leaders to provide one-on-one Christ centered care to hurting 
people. These are people with a compassionate heart who have been 
equipped with the skills to listen, encourage, and offer support when 
someone is in need. Those needs may include experiencing grief, divorce, 
cancer, financial difficulties, hospitalization, chronic illness, job loss, 
disabilities, loneliness, or other life struggles. A Stephen Minister typically 
has one care receiver at a time and meets with that person once a week.  
 
MIPC has a strong Stephen Minister group working in partnership with 

Grace Methodist church. If you or someone you know could benefit from a 

Stephen Minister, please contact either Pastor Christina or  Craig Smoot 

(321-223-4841). All conversations are held in strictest confidence. 

Stephen Ministry  



Finance 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT as of 5/31/22 

 
May funds were near expected levels, other than the Unpledged Income category, 
which continues to lag behind our budgeted figures.  Although we are operating at 

a loss so far this year, it is less of a deficit than we projected, which is a testament 

to our staff and session keeping expenses as low as possible. 

We have many exciting things coming here at MIPC.  Much-needed renovations 

will take place this summer, in our buildings and our Memorial Garden.  The 

Preschool has received grants from the Early Learning Coalition that that are 
enabling them to add to/improve the playgrounds; replace fencing; provide 

additional training to employees; purchase classroom furniture and supplies; sign-

on bonuses for new employees; assistance to families in need of tuition help; and 

much more.  To see our Preschool thriving is a true blessing. 

We are also reaching out to new families in our community to let them know that 
MIPC and MIPC Preschool are here for them!  Remember as you work through 
your Prayer Walk Guide (see church office if you didn’t get one), inviting families to 
our church is an act of faith.    
 

Bob Willett, Finance Chair 

  May 2022 Totals 

General Fund Revenue: 13,797 61,477 

General Fund Expenses: 15,980 74,074 

General Fund Net Revenue: -2,183 -12,597 

    

Preschool Revenue: 51,600 272,739 

Preschool Expenses: 45,963 242,584 

Preschool Net Revenue: 5,637 30,155 



Thanks 

Dear MIPC: 

Thank you for your generous hospitality.  Your sanctuary is full of warmth 
and comfort.  We hope to spread the joy you have given us.  Thank you for 
letting us perform for you. 

With Peace & Grace, 
Shallowford Presbyterian Church Chapel Choir  

 

 

THANK YOU!  Thank you so much for having me at the service on Sunday 
and honoring my graduation, and a special thank you for the quilt.  I love 
the pink and all the patterns. 

Carrie Mills 

 

 

Dear MIPC family: 

Thank you so much for the cards and prayers of sympathy after my brother’s 
death.  I am so appreciative of my church family. 

Love, 
Diana Hammer 

 

 
 



Fellowship 

                         
 

 

 

 

Café 
Join us for Fellowship time after 

worship every Sunday! The church 

provides coffee and drinks. Please sign 

up in the Narthex if you would like to 

provide snacks for your family and 

friends. 



                   
 
 

                                 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Kids Klub performing arts program will start their Fall semester on 

Tuesday, August 2nd at 3:00 p.m.  If you know anyone who is interested 
in this amazing ministry please contact our Performing Arts Director, 

Mary Lou Tipton at 321-452-5948 or iccone1@yahoo.com, or Pam 
Poland, Faith Formation Ministries Associate at 321-452-5689 ext. 104 or 

mipcffm@gmail.com. Information is also available on our website. 
www.merrittislandpc.org 

 
 

 

 
 

One Purpose Productions performing arts program will start their 

Fall semester on Wednesday, August 3rd at 3:30 p.m.  
If you know anyone who is interested in this amazing ministry please 

contact our Performing Arts Director, Mary Lou Tipton at 321-452-5948 
or iccone1@yahoo.com, or Pam Poland, Faith Formation Ministries 

Associate at 321-452-5689 ext. 104 or mipcffm@gmail.com. 
Information is also available on our website. 

www.merrittislandpc.org 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 

mailto:iccone1@yahoo.com
mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com
http://www.merrittislandpc.org
mailto:iccone1@yahoo.com
mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com
http://www.merrittislandpc.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Going to God together! 
 

Virtual Weekly Prayer Service via Zoom 
Wednesday Evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Light a candle in a quiet space and join your MIPC 
family for an evening of prayer and reflection as we 
share scripture and joys & concerns with each other. 

 
A link to join the service will be sent out each week. 

We encourage everyone to come pray with us! 
 
 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.   
~ Psalm 145:18 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 



Faith Formation Ministries 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Class:        Sunday Mornings,  9:00 a.m.         Session Room and Zoom 

To Be a Presbyterian 
Louis B. Weeks 
With Dave Hertzler 

 
In this lay-friendly introduction to what it means to 
be a Presbyterian, Louis B. Weeks explains the life, 
history, tradition, and beliefs of the Presbyterian 
Church. More than providing just a brief overview, 
Weeks ties his explanations to actual congregational 
situations. Each chapter begins with an anecdote 
and then examines the theme in the following 
pages. It is ideal for new-member classes and for 
those who seek a refresher course on 
Presbyterianism.  
 

 

 
Come join us in person or on Zoom! 

 The link to join will be sent out with your weekly bulletin. 
 
 



Faith Formation Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities Room—Sundays at 10:00 AM 

 
Merritt Island Presbyterian Church offers Children’s 
Church for Preschool-6th grade. Class starts after the 

Children’s Message in our 10 AM Worship service. Come 
join us for Bible stories, Crafts and Games! If you are 
interested, know someone who might be, or would like 

more information please contact Pam Poland at 321-452-
5689 ext. 104 or mipcffm@gmail.com. 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

         A Heart to Give 

mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com


PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF  
CENTRAL FLORIDA  

PRESBYTERY 
 

Celebrating Sabbath                                          
Bible Study 

Saturday, August 13th 
First Presbyterian Church  

Vero Beach, Florida  
520 Royal Palm Blvd  
Vero Beach FL 32960 
 

 
Facilitated by the  

Rev. Dr. Helen Montgomery DeBevoise 
Saturday, August 13, 2022  

 
Light Breakfast - 8:45 - 9:15 am 
Introduction & Business meeting – 9:30 – 10:00 am 
Bible Study presentation 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  
Lunch 12:00 pm  
Deeper Reflection with Q &A – 12:45– 1:30 p.m. 

  
Cost $20.00 (covers light breakfast and lunch) 

 

 Registration information and forms are available in the Narthex. 
Deadline is Wednesday, July 27th  

 

For additional information and questions please contact      

Julie Hill at cj2hill@bellsouth.net  

Faith Formation Ministries 

mailto:cj2hill@bellsouth.net


Faith Formation Ministries 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Save the Date! 

Stay tuned for more details in the August newsletter. 

We will need volunteers. If you want to sign up now please 

contact Pam Poland at mipcffm@gmail.com  

mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com


Faith Formation Ministries 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Presents 

Renew ·Restore ·Refresh 
13th Annual Women’s Retreat 

Saturday, September 17th  
9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Merritt Island Presbyterian Church 
Fellowship Hall 

 

 
Save the Date! 

Stay tuned for more 
details and registration 

information in the August 
newsletter. 

 



Faith Formation Ministries 

Synod of South 
Atlantic 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Plug In & Recharge at  

The 12th Triennial Gathering of 

Presbyterian Women  

 

 

 

 

October 21-23, 2022 

Epworth By The Sea 

St. Simons Island, Georgia 

 
For additional information and registration:  
https://pwsosa.com/2022-synod-gathering/  

 
You may also contact Julie Hill at cj2hill@bellsouth.net  

 

https://pwsosa.com/2022-synod-gathering/
mailto:cj2hill@bellsouth.net


Faith Formation Ministries 
 

Plans for FFM Activities: 
1.  Our committee met on Monday, June 20th at 1:00 p.m. These are the 
current and upcoming activities for 2022.  

a. Connecting with Hope & Joy Bible Study Group is taking a summer 
hiatus and will resume in the Fall. 

b. Weekly Prayer Service-Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. 
c. Children’s Church-Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Activities 

Room.  
d. Adult Faith Enrichment Class-Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the         

Session Room and on Zoom. Our current study is “To Be a 
Presbyterian.” 

e. Performing Arts Programs-One Purpose Productions will start their              
Fall semester on Wednesday, August 3rd at 3:30 p.m. and Kids Klub on 
Tuesday, August 2nd at 3:00 p.m. 

f. Preschool/FFM Family Fun Day-Sunday, August 21st, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. 

g. 13th Annual Women’s Retreat-Saturday, September 17th, 9:30 a.m.-5:00 
p.m.  

h. Fall Festival-Saturday, October 15th, 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
i. Preschool/FFM Family Fun Day-Sunday, November 20th, 10:00 a.m.-

1:00 p.m. 
j. Kids Klub Performances-Saturday, Dec. 3rd & Sunday, Dec. 4th  

2.  Our next FFM committee meeting will be on Monday, July 18th at 1 p.m.  
 



 

Anniversary 

It’s Joyce and David’s 50th anniversary on July 3!  
They are up north for the summer but if you’d like 

to send them an anniversary greeting, their 
address/email is above.   



JULY BIRTHDAYS: 
 

3 Norm White 
5 Dot Corbett 
7 Tina Kicklighter 
10 Jill Franklin 
11 Elliott Kicklighter 
11 Michael Kicklighter 
13 Judy Osikowicz 
14 Sterling Smith 
14 Debra Smoot 
16 Cindy Bottomley 
17 Silas Smoot 
18 Francis Shill 
19 Joshua Kraver 
22 Jill Moore 
23 Donna Hayes 
24 Rachel Gould 
24 Randy Eastep (Jr.) 
25 Linda Whitten 
25 Holly Ficker  
29 June Hutchinson 
30 Fred Mahan 
 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES: 
 

3 Joyce & David Walker 
6 Andy & Kim Scroggs 
7 Chuck & Donna Hayes 
11 Pat & Sterling Smith 
12 Betty & Ron Pothoff 
16 Sonny & Linda Whitten 
20 Sue & Gregory Sakala 
21 Frances & Paul Fernald 

 
 

 
 
 

BUDGET UPDATE 

 
YTD As of 5/31/22 

 
Actual Revenue:  $61,477  

Budgeted:  $72,005      
 
Actual Expenses:   $74,074 
  Budgeted: $87,052 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The deadline for input in the  
August newsletter is  

July 25 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 



 
The MIPC Press is printed by the Merritt Island Presbyterian Church,  

600 S. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, Florida 32952.  
 

Rev. Christina Greenawalt Pastor 
Pam Poland Faith Formation Ministries Associate 
Leslie Mitchell Financial Secretary 
Maryrose Beerman Acting Music Director 
Tammy Lewis Preschool Director 
Robyn Mills Assistant Preschool Director 
MaryLou Tipton Performing Arts Director 
Open Sexton 

 
 

Each month, we feature an “Eco-Friendly Tip!”  It’s our way of helping conserve 
resources and preserve our beautiful Brevard beaches and waterways.  This 

month’s tip: 
 

Protecting yourself from the harmful effects of the sun is important. 
Unfortunately, according to The New York Times, about 14,000 tons of 

sunscreen wind up in our oceans every year, with the most damage 
being done to our fragile coral reefs. Fortunately, there are a variety of 
alternatives on the market, called mineral or physical sunblocks, that 

do not contain the coral-bleaching chemicals oxybenzone and 
octinoxate. That’s good news for your skin – and even better news for 

the oceans.  
 

Do you have a tip to share?  Contact mipresbyterian@gmail.com. 
 

 
Please contact the church office if we can assist you in any way. 

 

 

 Office extensions: 
Office phone number: 321-452-5689  101: Reception 
Preschool phone number: 321-453-1640 102: Leslie Mitchell 
Office fax number: 321-454-4988 104: Pam Poland 
 105: Rev. Greenawalt 
 201: Preschool 
  
 

Email:  mipresbyterian@gmail.com 
Preschool email:  MIPCPreschool@gmail.com 

Website: www.merrittislandpc.org 
Facebook:  Facebook.com/Merritt.Island.Presbyterian.Church 

Twitter: @MIPresby 


