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Every summer I fall into the trap of thinking that in June and July life will slow 

down and I will be able to catch up. Every year, summer laughs at me! I remember 

a time, when I was a kid, where summers meant sleeping in, playing more, and 

watching tv – even soap operas with my mom-mom.  

Summer is a two-edged sword. Some are working harder than before and 

others are taking it easy. Ecclesiastes 3 tells us, “For everything there is a season, 

and a time for every matter under heaven.” We are faithful when we take time to 

observe the seasons of our lives. We are wise to learn how to recognize the signs 

of when to be busy and when to rest. 

I hope you took time this summer to find some for God and you. God desires 

to sit quietly with you and catch up on what is going on in your life. So, pull up a 

chair and spend some quality time with God – it’s not too late this summer to 

make time for God. Our worship does not happen in one time and place, but in all 

times and places. Sunday morning is a time for corporate worship with the local 

Body of Christ, but we find many opportunities to worship God all through the 

week. God is God 24/7 and you are called to be yourself 24/7. Make an 

appointment with God; you’ll be glad you did.  

It has been a busy summer around MIPC with renovating the Memorial 

Garden, having our first potluck in years, service opportunities, the Shallowford 

Youth Choir, Sunday Fellowship after worship, neighborhood prayer walks, and 

starting a plan to renovate and repair the church and preschool campus. If you 

want to know more about any of these things please reach out to the church 

leadership. Speaking of Church leadership, did you know there is a bulletin board 

in the Narthex with pictures of all the Deacons and Elders?  

As we prepare for the fall we are getting ready for more activities, fellowship, 

fun events, worship and much more.  

This month we are gearing up for fun times. We start off August with Family 

Chapel on August 1 at 11:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.  Our Kids Klub and One Purpose  

Pastor Christina’s Corner 



Productions then re-launch the next two days (August 2nd and 3rd). Our next Family 

Fun Sunday will August 21 and will have a carnival theme. The children from the 

preschool will be singing in worship and we will have food, fun and games after 

church for all ages. We will close August out with the Special Gathering being in 

worship with us on August 28th.  

We continue to have our faithful groups meeting and experiencing the 

presence of the Lord. Heavenly Handmades have been busy this summer making 

items for various groups, including aprons for the preschool kids for their art 

projects. Sunday’s Adult Enrichment Class has been studying what it means to be 

Presbyterian and the Confessions this summer. Our faithful “pray-ers” continue to 

meet on Wednesday Nights for a Prayer Service on Zoom.  

I pray that whatever season you find yourself in that you will find a way to 

connect that speaks to your heart and that helps you to experience the presence 

of Jesus Christ. If you have ideas for how we can better connect with each other 

and our community— let us know! It is with you that MIPC can truly be the heart 

of Merritt Island.  

Thanks for being part of Merritt Island Presbyterian Church!  I look forward to 

a fantastic fall with each of you!  

 

 

    Pastor Christina  

Pastor Christina’s Corner 



 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Your Session met on July 14, 2022 with the following highlights:  

 

1. Approved a monthly potluck.  Begin date is yet to be 
determined. 

2. Approved motion to contract with Glen of Signature Janitorial 
Service, effective August 1, pending receipt of contract. 

3. Approved support of Mission Committee to move forward with 
efforts to host the Mission Partner on October 4. 

 

The next Session meeting is scheduled for August 18 at 7 PM. 

 

 

 
 

   Karri Fjeldheim 

   Clerk of Session 

Session Highlights 



Worship 

July has been a busy month at MIPC!  We welcomed Carmelo Mercado to our 

pulpit while Pastor Christina was away on vacation, July 3.  We also thank Leslie 

Mitchell for filling in for Maryrose while she too was on vacation, July 3 & 10. 

We’re so grateful to everyone who stepped up to make our dear Marsha 

Strickland’s husband Rudi’s service so special.  This service was held on July 16 at 

10:30 AM with a lovely reception following.  Thank you to our funeral coordinator 

Diana Hammer, Pastor Christina, Dale Greenawalt, musicians Leslie Mitchell and 

Jeana Lutz, all the deacons and those who provided food and assistance for the 

reception.  Our MIPC family is truly amazing! 

July 31 was Sneaker Sunday which is always a great way to help needy children 

start the school year on the right “foot.”  Thank you to all who participated. 

In August we have much to look forward to: 

 Rev. Mercado will fill the pulpit again on August 14;  

 Our preschool children will sing in worship on Family Fun Day, August 21; 

 Special Gathering will join us to sing in worship on August 28. 

 

       

     Leslie Neihouse, Worship Chair 



Preschool 
         We are busy with our summer.  Kids are enjoying 

field trips and water play day.  We are planning and 

getting ready for another school year.  Hard to believe— 

seems like we just started the summer and it will be 

soon be over. 

The Preschool will be closed on August 5th and 

August 8th.  We take these days so our teachers can 

clean and organize their classrooms for the start of a 

new school year.  This year we have added another VPK 

classroom.  The Preschool has grown bigger and we have expanded to use three 

classrooms upstairs.  We are currently using every single classroom downstairs.  We 

look forward to another great school year and meeting new families.  God Bless.   
 

Tammy Lewis, Preschool Director 
Robyn Mills, Assistant Preschool Director 

Pat Smith, Preschool Elder 



Mission 

SAVE THE DATE!—Tuesday, October 4 
International Peacemaker Helivao Poget 

 

We have the opportunity to hear Helivao Poget again (she spoke at  

MIPC in February 2019), this time as one of PCUSA’s designated International 

Peacemakers.   Put it on your calendar for a late afternoon/evening event 

here at MIPC (more details to follow).  Below is the bio from PCUSA’s website: 

 

Helivao Poget was ordained as a pastor in the Church of Jesus Christ in 
Madagascar (known by its Malagasy initials, FJKM) in 1989. Early in her 
career she was assigned to work with the Federation of Protestant Churches 
in Madagascar (FFPM) where she directed the FFPM social center in Isotry, a 
poor neighborhood of Madagascar’s capital, Antananarivo. She began 
developing a “street ministry,” living and sharing the gospel with the area’s 
marginalized people – sex workers, drug addicts, street kids, street families. 
In 2009, she started a ministry to socially and economically displaced people, 
known as SAFFIFAA, within the FJKM’s Chaplaincy program. SAFFIFA works 
in a number of sites across Antananarivo and around the island providing a 
wide range of services aimed primarily at marginalized communities: youth, 
women, migrants, and developmentally challenged people. Much of 
SAFFIFA’s work helps to provide young people alternatives to criminal 
activity, substance abuse and sex work. In 2010, after one of the women she 
knew from Isotry died while working as a domestic worker in Lebanon, 
Pastor Helivao began to learn about and expose human trafficking networks 
and to help Malagasy women abroad to escape abusive situations. In 
addition to her ministry at SAFFIFAA, Pastor Helivao has worked to foster 
national reconciliation and to address the factors that have contributed to 
the country’s cyclical political instability.She also teaches missiology at the 
FJKM Theological Faculty in Antananarivo. She has pioneered a field 
research program for her students that exposes them to the realities of 
social problems such as poverty, violence and exploitation and equips them 
to address these challenges more effectively as pastors. 



Mission 

The Country Store 
  
The Country Store ministry at Grace United Methodist Church was started by Kerry 
Lynn and Tim Cordes to help those in our community who need a helping 
hand.  Four Saturdays each year we gather assorted cleaning supplies and personal 
hygiene items and we open the doors to our community members who can come 
to shop for the items they need.  It is a wonderful way to stand in the gap offering 
supplies food stamps do not cover. 

 

How it works! 
On the Friday night prior to the Country Store being opened, volunteers come at 
6:00 PM to help set up the tables to create stations and then load each station 
with the items that should be there.  
 

On the Saturday of the Country Store, the doors open to the community at 9:00 
AM (volunteers are asked to be there by 8:30 AM). Once the doors open, the 
community members will be allowed in to go to each station where they will 
receive “Blessing Bucks” which they will then use to “purchase” their items.  The 
stations include a “free table” which has items that do not count towards their 
purchase, a lunch station where they receive a bagged lunch, a miscellaneous table 
which has seasonal items (this upcoming Country Store will have backpacks with 
school supplies), a clothes closet, a prayer station, and a pet food table.  
 

This outreach/mission is a wonderful way to get to know our community members, 
work alongside another church and to provide assistance to those who need a 
hand up!  The next Country Store will be on August 5th and 6th.  If you are 
interested in volunteering or have any questions, please reach out to me at 321-
536-8741 or cindy.bottomley@uperform.com. 

Items needed: 

Bleach Paper towels Toilet Paper  
Laundry Detergent Household cleaners Shampoo 
Conditioner Body Wash Soap 
Toothbrushes (individually packaged) Toothpaste 
Deodorant 

mailto:cindy.bottomley@uperform.com


Family Promise:  Special thanks to Fred Mahan for stepping in and helping as an 
overnight chaperone at Grace Methodist Church which was hosting two families July 
18th.  It would have been Cindy Bottomley who shared the duty with Cheryl Mahan, 
except for Shirley Bottomley coming down with COVID!    

This is a volunteer opportunity that is not easy for Debbie Zipperley (the coordinator 
at Grace Methodist) to fill.  Should you be willing to help, please contact Cindy or 
Cheryl.   The cots we use are comfortable!!! 

On Monday, August 22nd, Frances Fernald and Cheryl Mahan will be taking a meal to 
the Econolodge again for whatever families are in the program at that time.  We are 
working with Riverside Presbyterian who has the responsibilities that week.  They are 
not quite ready to open up their facilities for housing the homeless families at the 
church.  For more info on upcoming opportunities to help, contact Cindy or Cheryl. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
FIRST: There are people who are hurting and who would benefit from one-to-one, 
Christ centered care… many more than pastors alone can care for. This would include 
those: 

Who are grieving the loss of a loved one 
Who are hospitalized 
Who are experiencing divorce 
Who have a family member with a disability 
Who are recovering at home after an injury 
Who are homebound 
Who have lost their jobs or faced a financial setback 
Who have family members deployed in the military 
Who are preparing to retire 
...And many, many more who face various forms of crisis 

SECOND: There are laypeople with the gifts and potential to provide that care and they 
are trained and empowered to do so. They are Stephen Ministers and we have a very 
strong Stephen Minister group within MIPC willing to serve when needed. 

THIRD: If you know of anyone who could benefit from the care of a Stephen Minister, 
please call either Craig Smoot (321-223-4841) or our pastor. All conversations are held 
in strictest confidence. 

Mission / Stephen Ministry  



Finance 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT as of 6/30/22 

 
In June we were able to view how we are doing vs. our budget for the year.  

We are right on track (at 50% of budget at the half year point) with our pledges, so 
thank you to those who have pledged and kept up with that commitment! 

We’re quite a bit farther behind with Unpledged income, at only 20% of our 
yearly budget so far.  Our expenses are staying at just below budget, making our 
bottom line a little less severe. 

A letter has gone out to the congregation, updating them on the financial 
condition of the church, and the planned renovations that are going to affect our 
investment accounts to some extent.   

We are seeking more ways to interact with our community, starting with a 
letter to our preschool families, and including an introductory letter to all families 
moving into the Merritt Island zip codes.   

The 2023 budget planning season is beginning in August, and we welcome your 
input and prayers as we begin to discern our path for the future. 

 
Bob Willett, Finance Chair 

  June 2022 Totals 

General Fund Revenue: 9,714 71,191 

General Fund Expenses: 15,542 89,526 

General Fund Net Revenue: -5,738 -18,335 

    

Preschool Revenue: 52,006 324,745 

Preschool Expenses: 49,930 289,514 

Preschool Net Revenue: 5,076 35,231 



On July 24, we heard a fascinating presentation from Brevard County Solid Waste 
Management Recycling Coordinator Kevin Smith.  Here are some interesting 
facts about recycling in Brevard: 
 
• Here in Brevard county if you focus on shape you will likely be Recycling 

Right. Bottles, Jugs, and Tubs are almost always going to be #1 and #2. These 
are the numbers we want.  

• Recycling your empty plastic bottles and tubs with lids attached helps to 
reduce liquid contamination spilling on other materials. 

• Glass is 100% recyclable and can be recycled endlessly without loss in quality 
or purity.  

• Putting plastic bags in your curbside bin can actually prevent recycling! Help 
us recycle right by returning plastic bags to your local grocer.  

• Other items to keep out of your recycle bin:  Styrofoam, Rope or Electrical 
Cords, Shredded Paper.  

• Rule of thumb:  If any item is smaller than a post-it note, it is too small to be 
recycled. 

• Make sure your recycled items are clean.  Items that are contaminated with 
liquid or food end up being diverted to the landfill.  (For example, pizza boxes 
that are stained with grease are not recyclable).   

• You can find a LOT of information on the BCSWM Facebook page, and they 
are very responsive to questions:   https://www.facebook.com/
RecycleRightBrevard 

 
 
 
 
 

Recycle Brevard 

https://www.facebook.com/RecycleRightBrevard
https://www.facebook.com/RecycleRightBrevard


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Heavenly Handmade crafting group made aprons for the Preschool children, 
to protect their clothing during arts & crafts.  Here is Shirley Kidd presenting 
them to  Preschool Director Tammy Lewis.  Thanks to the crafters for their 
beautiful work! 

Heavenly Handmade 



Fellowship 

                         
 

 

 

 

Café 
Join us for Fellowship time after 

worship every Sunday! The church 

provides coffee and drinks. Please sign 

up in the Narthex if you would like to 

provide snacks for your family and 

friends. 



                   
 
 

                                 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Kids Klub performing arts program will start their Fall semester on 

Tuesday, August 2nd at 3:00 p.m.  If you know anyone who is interested 
in this amazing ministry please contact our Performing Arts Director, 

Mary Lou Tipton at 321-452-5948 or iccone1@yahoo.com, or Pam 
Poland, Faith Formation Ministries Associate at 321-452-5689 ext. 104 or 

mipcffm@gmail.com. Information is also available on our website. 
www.merrittislandpc.org 

 
 

 

 
 

One Purpose Productions performing arts program will start their 

Fall semester on Wednesday, August 3rd at 3:30 p.m.  
If you know anyone who is interested in this amazing ministry please 

contact our Performing Arts Director, Mary Lou Tipton at 321-452-5948 
or iccone1@yahoo.com, or Pam Poland, Faith Formation Ministries 

Associate at 321-452-5689 ext. 104 or mipcffm@gmail.com. 
Information is also available on our website. 

www.merrittislandpc.org 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 

mailto:iccone1@yahoo.com
mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com
http://www.merrittislandpc.org
mailto:iccone1@yahoo.com
mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com
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Going to God together! 
 

Virtual Weekly Prayer Service via Zoom 
Wednesday Evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Light a candle in a quiet space and join your MIPC 
family for an evening of prayer and reflection as we 
share scripture and joys & concerns with each other. 

 
A link to join the service will be sent out each week. 

We encourage everyone to come pray with us! 
 
 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.   
~ Psalm 145:18 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 



Faith Formation Ministries 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Class:        Sunday Mornings,  9:00 a.m.         Session Room and Zoom 
 
 

Reformation Overview 
Christian History Institute 

With Dave Hertzler 
 

Join us on a journey as this series vividly brings 

to life the Reformation, its colorful leaders, and 

history-shaping turning points that changed the 

world. 

 
Come join us in person or on Zoom! 

 The link to join will be sent out with your weekly bulletin. 
 
 

*Starting on August 28th join us for a new 5-week study on the 
Book of Revelation led by Sandy Hill! 



Faith Formation Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities Room—Sundays at 10:00 AM 

 
Merritt Island Presbyterian Church offers Children’s 
Church for Preschool-6th grade. Class starts after the 

Children’s Message in our 10 AM Worship service. Come 
join us for Bible stories, Crafts and Games! If you are 
interested, know someone who might be, or would like 

more information please contact Pam Poland at 321-452-
5689 ext. 104 or mipcffm@gmail.com. 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

         A Heart to Give 

mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com


PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF  
CENTRAL FLORIDA  

PRESBYTERY 
 

Celebrating Sabbath                                          
Bible Study 

Saturday, August 13th 
VIA ZOOM 

9:30 AM Eastern Time 
 

Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://bit.ly/3OqZCGS 

After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing information 

about joining the meeting. 

 
Facilitated by the  

Rev. Dr. Helen Montgomery DeBevoise 
Saturday, August 13, 2022  

 
Introduction and Business meeting:  9:30—10:00 AM 

Bible Study presentation:  10 AM—1 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(scan QR code to register) 
 
 

Faith Formation Ministries 



Faith Formation Ministries 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 *  
 

 
 

 
Wonderful free Event for our Preschool children, their 

families, our MIPC family and our community! 
*Children Singing in Worship *Luncheon *Ice Cream *Balloon 

Artist *Waterslide *Games *Crafts *Popcorn 
(Please bring your bathing suit & towel) 

We need your help!  
We would greatly appreciate donations of individually packaged chips, 

juice boxes and mini water bottles. 

Can you help with? *Food Preparation & Service *Activities & Games                       

Signup sheets available in the Church Narthex and the Preschool office. 
 

 If you would like to volunteer to help with our celebration, please contact      

Pam Poland at mipcffm@gmail.com or Tammy Lewis at 

mipcpreschool@gmail.com.  

mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com
mailto:mipcpreschool@gmail.com


Faith Formation Ministries  

 
 

Presents 

Renew ·Restore ·Refresh 
13th Annual Women’s Retreat 

Saturday, September 17th   9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Merritt Island Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall 

 
Registration-$40.00 

Final Deadline-Sunday, September 4th  

Total cost includes: 
Continental Breakfast & Lunch 

Door Prizes, Gift Bag, Craft & Activities 

 
Renew. Restore. Refresh. Wonderful ideas, but seldom experienced 

in today’s hurry-up world. How can we receive complete 
restoration, be truly renewed in our zeal for living, and find 

eternal refreshment? In Jesus. Only in Jesus! It is our prayer that 
this spa themed retreat will help you relax in the arms of the 

Savior, as He brings a lasting peace and rest to your souls. 
 

Registration forms are available in the church Narthex, Office, 
and on our Website.   

For Questions and Registration information you can also visit us online at 
merrittislandpc.org, or contact Marilyn Smoot at msmoot46@gmail.com 

or call/text 321-223-4842 



Faith Formation Ministries 

Synod of South 
Atlantic 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 
Plug In & Recharge at  

The 12th Triennial Gathering of 
Presbyterian Women  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 21-23, 2022 
Epworth By The Sea 

St. Simons Island, Georgia 
 

For additional information and registration:  
https://pwsosa.com/2022-synod-gathering/  

 
You may also contact Julie Hill at cj2hill@bellsouth.net  

 

https://pwsosa.com/2022-synod-gathering/
mailto:cj2hill@bellsouth.net


Faith Formation Ministries 
 

Plans for FFM Activities: 
 

1.  Our committee met on Monday, July 18th at 1:00 p.m. These are the 
current and upcoming activities for 2022.  

a. Connecting with Hope & Joy Bible Study Group is taking a summer 
hiatus and will resume in the Fall. 

b. Weekly Prayer Service-Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. 
c. Children’s Church-Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Activities 

Room.  
d. Adult Faith Enrichment Class-Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the         

Session Room and on Zoom. Our current study is “Reformation 
Overview.” 

e. Performing Arts Programs-Kids Klub will start their Fall semester on 
Tuesday, August 2nd at 3:00 p.m. and One Purpose Productions on 
Wednesday, August 3rd at 3:30 p.m. 

f. Preschool/FFM Family Fun Day-Sunday, August 21st, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. 

g. 13th Annual Women’s Retreat-Saturday, September 17th, 9:30 a.m.-
5:00 p.m.  

h. Fall Festival-Saturday, October 15th, 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
i. Preschool/FFM Family Fun Day-Sunday, November 20th, 10:00 a.m.-

1:00 p.m. 
j. Kids Klub Performances-Saturday, December 3rd & Sunday, December 

4th at 4:00 p.m. 
2. Our next FFM committee meeting will be on Monday, August 15th at 1:00 

p.m.  
 
 

We wish everyone an amazing August! God ‘s blessings to all ! 



AUGUST BIRTHDAYS: 
  
5 Pam Poland 
5 Chad McClellan 
5 Helen Pierce 
7 Rose Murdoch 
8 Andy Scroggs 
17 Kim Scroggs 
19 Ron Pothoff 
23 Cole Finney 
25 Richard Fjeldheim 
26 William Erb 
26 Linda Sarkarati 
26 Lloyd Lewis 
28 Kendall Koodie 
28  Scott Osikowicz 
30 Margaret Schack 
30 Erik Smoot 
 
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES:  
 
1 Rita & James Rhinehart 
13 Don & Mary Lynne Webster 
19 Karri & Richard Fjeldheim 
19 Shirley & Bill Kidd 
29 Gary & Pat Hobbs 
 
 
 

 
 
 

BUDGET UPDATE 

 
YTD As of 6/30/22 

 
 
 
Actual Revenue:  $71,191 

Budgeted:  $86,405      
 
Actual Expenses:   $89,526 
  Budgeted: $103,011 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The deadline for input in the  
September newsletter is  

August 22 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Each month, we feature an “Eco-Friendly Tip!”  It’s our way of helping conserve 
resources and preserve our beautiful Brevard beaches and waterways.  This 

month’s tip: 
 

August is still “picnic season!”  Using disposable plates, utensils, cups, 
and napkins may be a good choice for easy cleanup, but not when it 

comes to the environment.  By making some minor changes to your next 
get-together, however, you can have a big impact on the Earth — and 

without giving up entirely on the convenience. Instead of plastic 
disposable products, you can use compostable disposable plates, 

wooden utensils, silicone cups, compostable trash bags, and reusable 
food wraps made from beeswax.  

 
Do you have a tip to share?  Contact mipresbyterian@gmail.com. 

 

 
Please contact the church office if we can assist you in any way. 

 

 

 Office extensions: 
Office phone number: 321-452-5689  101: Reception 
Preschool phone number: 321-453-1640 102: Leslie Mitchell 
Office fax number: 321-454-4988 104: Pam Poland 
 105: Rev. Greenawalt 
 201: Preschool 
  
 

Email:  mipresbyterian@gmail.com 
Preschool email:  MIPCPreschool@gmail.com 

Website: www.merrittislandpc.org 
Facebook:  Facebook.com/Merritt.Island.Presbyterian.Church 

Twitter: @MIPresby 


