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Friends,  
 

We continue to journey towards the cross and ultimately the resurrection of 
Jesus. Along the way to the cross we have a number of opportunities to experience 
Jesus in some new and some familiar ways this Lent.  

We continue the Lenten Theme Full to the Brim. I wonder what message(s) 
have spoken to you. Have you found them in the devotional, the centering our 
hearts for worship video or in worship? Have you put anything into practice from 
the Wellness Wheel? Maybe you have felt especially connected to God during the 
Faith Enrichment Class on Sunday mornings. I pray that this Lent finds you filled 
with God’s hope, grace, love, joy and promise.  

As we continue towards Resurrection Sunday, Merritt Island Presbyterian 
Church has many ways for you to connect to God.  

 
• We have Family Chapel on April 4th at 11:30 am in the sanctuary. Come, 

perhaps bring a child or grandchild for an interactive time with the kids from 
the preschool.  As I write this I am still thinking of what I want to read to the 
children, so if you have any ideas for a good Easter story for the little ones, feel 
free to share it with me.  

• We have our annual Spring Festival on April 9 from 10:00 am - noon. Watching 
kids enjoy the Easter Egg hunt and the many activities planned gives me hope 
for a beautiful future.  

• On Palm Sunday, April 10th, we will celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem with our palms and hosannas during Sunday morning worship. 

• Maundy Thursday: Witness God’s invitation to encounter, connect, and be 
transformed. Join us at 7:00 pm on April 14 for a meaningful Maundy Thursday 
Service, both online and in the sanctuary, with Communion, as we explore how 
to live out Jesus’ new commandment to love others as he has loved us.  

• On April 15, MIPC is planning Good Friday Prayer Stations as a way to reflect.  
The sanctuary will be open from 11 AM to 3 PM.  Stay tuned for more details. If 
you would like to help organize this, please reach out to Pastor Christina. 

 

Pastor Christina’s Corner 



• On April 17, Easter, we remember and celebrate God’s great redemption 
story through Jesus’ victory over sin and death. Ultimately it is because of 
Jesus’ work that we have the opportunity to live our life “Full to the Brim!”  
We want to invite each of you to celebrate the good news of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ with us on Easter Sunday at 10:00 am in the sanctuary and 
online.  

 
"HE IS NOT HERE: FOR HE IS RISEN." -MATTHEW 28:6 

 

In the Gospel of Matthew, we read how an angel appeared to the women at 
the tomb early that first Easter morning. The angel explained to them that Jesus 
was not there because he had been raised from the dead (just as he said)! 
Matthew tells us that the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled 
with joy. 

We have lived in a period of time in which fear often consumes us and makes 
finding joy difficult. However, that is what the resurrection is for. It takes our 
fear, our worry, our hurt, our sadness...and it puts it all into perspective. 
Reminding us that no matter what circumstance we find ourselves in, God wants 
us to live lives filled with joy and hope.  

The fact that Jesus is risen from the dead, that he was victorious over death 
and sin, is reason to celebrate. It's that fact that gives us joy despite our 
circumstances, and through whatever we may face. Last year, when we came 
together outside, I saw and felt so much joy as we gathered together on Easter 
morning in our cars, lawn chairs, even standing. It is a feeling and an image I 
continue to hold on to. 

What happened on that first Easter day still brings us joy and it still changes 
lives today. 

I hope you will join us on Easter Sunday to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, 
that you will be filled with joy no matter what your circumstances, no matter 
what you face. Rejoice and sing as we celebrate how Jesus still changes lives 
today. Please consider extending an invitation to a friend, so that they too may 
be filled to the brim with joy and hope.  

     Pastor Christina  

Pastor Christina’s Corner 



 
 

Your Session met on March 17, 2022 with the following highlights: 
 
 

1. Session approved lifting COVID restrictions beginning March 27. Masking 
and social distancing will then be optional. 

2. Session approved process for administering a US Congregational Vitality 
survey after worship on March 27 followed by a mailout to those not 
attending in person. 

3. Session approved Boy Scouts’ request for sanctuary use on March 25, 
6:30-8:00pm  - Honor Court. 

4. Session approved Girl Scouts’ request for use of Fellowship Hall, April 
23, 9:00-2:00 for Brownie badge event - Trashen Fashion - making 
clothing out of recycled materials. 

5. Session approved motion to create a property subcommittee for the 
purpose of addressing the Property Inspection report.  Subcommittee 
will include representation from endowment, preschool, property, and 
finance committees. 

6. Session approved that the per capita contribution amount budgeted for 
BIRP be changed to go to the Madagascar Mission Network as BIRP is 
not active this year. 

 
 
 

The next Stated Session Meeting will be held April 21, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
   

 
 

Karri Fjeldheim 

Clerk of Session 

Session Highlights 



Worship 

MIPC hosted an Ash Wednesday Service on March 2 at 7 PM 

with Imposition of Ashes.  Maryrose Beerman and Rita Rhinehart  

did a lovely job of leading the hymns.  The service was also live streamed; all who 

attended found it very meaningful. 

Also on Ash Wednesday, we held a Family Chapel for Preschool families (and 

open to the MIPC Congregation) at 11:30.  This was well attended and appreciated 

by the children and their families.  They enjoyed having Pastor Christina place 

ashes on their hands & foreheads!   

We are implementing a monthly Family Chapel service in the sanctuary, for 

Preschool families and anyone who would like to attend.  Join us at 11:30 AM on 

the first Monday of every month (except July).   

It was a pleasure to welcome Chaplain Norris Burkes to the pulpit on March 

20.  Everyone enjoyed his humorous and moving stories.   

Our Lenten theme is Full to the Brim.  We have been incorporating the 

messages, liturgy, reflective assessment tool, devotionals, social media posts and 

Children’s Church materials.  Maryrose has been selecting meaningful music to 

accompany the theme.   

Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday (April 10).  We will have a Maundy 

Thursday communion service at 7 PM (April 14), and on Good Friday (April 15) the 

church will be open with prayer stations from 11 AM to 3 PM.  Easter Sunday 

service will be at 10 AM.  Joyful Ringers will ring, and Joyce Walker will be filling in 

for Maryrose.  It’s Joyce’s last Sunday before going north for the summer.  Thank 

you, Joyce! 

Pastor Christina continues weekly chapel with the Preschool children and 

Mary Lou Tipton has begun having weekly music sessions with the preschoolers as 

well.  We are going to have periodic Family Funday Sundays (the first one is May 

15) that will incorporate the preschool children into our worship service.   

Remember, ALL services are live streamed on Facebook. 

God Bless MIPC! 

     Leslie Neihouse, Worship Chair 



Preschool 
 

The Preschool has certainly been a busy place 

lately.  We are learning so many new things and we 

are all growing bigger!    

We ended the month of February with a Science 

Fair.  Each child invited their family to present a 

science experiment and share it with our classes.  

We had so much fun and saw some really cool 

experiments. 

We started March learning about Ash Wednesday with a family chapel led by 

Pastor Christina.  Each child got to decide whether he or she wanted the ashes on 

their head or hand. 

We recently had a Dr. Seuss week where we enjoyed green eggs and ham.  Have 

you ever had green eggs and ham?  Like Sam I Am, we liked them! 

Something new has been added.  On the first Monday of every month, we have 

Family Chapel.  The children get to invite their family to come and sing with them at 

family chapel.  Family Chapel is at 11:30 AM in the Sanctuary.  Won’t you come and 

join us? 

In May, the Preschool is having our new and exciting Family Fun Day.  So mark 

your calendar now for Sunday, May 15.  You won’t want to miss this!!  We will all 

attend church together where the children will sing three songs led by Mary Lou 

Tipton.  Then there will be a great lunch with hamburgers and all the fixings and 

Kona Ice.  For the children there will be a bounce house and a magician.   For the 

adults there will be the long awaited Silent Auction and Dessert Auction.  Be sure to 

sign up, so we know how many hamburgers to make.   

The Preschool is accepting items for the Silent Auction.  Please drop your items 

off at the Preschool office by May 6. 

Tammy Lewis, Preschool Director 
Robyn Mills, Assistant Preschool Director 

Pat Smith, Preschool Elder 



Preschool 

 

 

Science Fair Experiments 

Green Eggs & Ham Ash Wednesday Family Chapel 



Mission 

Our Mission Committee is busy making plans for the rest of 2022!  We will be 

meeting after worship on the second Sunday of each month; we are also planning a 

special Minute for Mission during worship once per month, highlighting a different 

mission project at each.   

In April we will share information about the annual PC(USA) offering, One Great 

Hour of Sharing (see following page).  In May we’ll be letting you know about 

progress on our food pantry.  (Hint:  There will be an opportunity for the 

congregation to participate in a work day getting that facility ready!) 

Since Brevard-Indian River Presbyterians (BIRP) are no longer actively meeting, 

Session has approved our request to re-direct the budgeted “per-capita” BIRP funds 

to the Madagascar Mission Project. 

Mission and Outreach plan to work closely together over the coming months to 

develop projects and events that will help us reach out to our local community.  

Stay tuned for more info! 

Remember, Five Cents Per Meal will fall on April 10, which is also Palm Sunday, 

the beginning of Holy Week.  An appropriate way to begin this week of celebration! 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is actively partnering with organizations on the 

ground in Ukraine and surrounding areas, providing food and emergency assistance 

to those fleeing the war.  You can donate online at https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/

make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000156/, or make a check to MIPC with PDA/Ukraine in the 

memo line. 

Thank you all for your ongoing and steadfast support of the missions of the 

Presbytery, the church, and our community. 

     

      Cindy Bottomley 
      Mission Chair 

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000156/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000156/


Mission 

in a world of disaster, hunger, and oppression 

Millions of people lack access to sustainable food 
sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and 

opportunity. 
 

The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing - 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger 

Program, and Self-Development of People - all work in different 
ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial 

disaster response to ongoing community development, their work 
fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope. 

 

You can make your gift here: (https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/
make-a-gift/gift-info/oghs/) or by writing a check to MIPC with 

OGHS in the memo line. 

For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided 
Presbyterians a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in 

need around the world. 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/oghs/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/oghs/


Mission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sharing Center of Central Brevard is proud to announce the 7th 
Annual Amateur Backyard BBQ Contest. On April 2, 2022, come out to 

F. Burton Smith Park, in Cocoa, to sample some of the best local BBQ around.  
 

The event’s proceeds will benefit the Sharing Center’s Children's Weekend Feeding 

Program, a program designed to empower families with children by providing access 

to healthy food on the weekends during the school year. Tickets can be purchased 

at the 2 Sharing Center Store locations and at local business partners through out 

the community. Tickets are also available the day of the event. 

For more information visit https://sharingcenterbbqcontest.com 



 

 

 

GOD IS THE CUREGIVER: 
 

“Cast your cares upon the Lord and He will sustain you.”  
   Psalm 55: 2 

“ Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest.”  
   Matthew 11:28 

“ Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.”  
   1 Peter 5:7 
 

THE STEPHEN MINISTER IS THE CAREGIVER: 
 

A Stephen Minister will walk with you and Jesus through a crisis. He/she 
cannot cure you of your ills…that job belongs to God. A Stephen Minister 
can, however, give you strong Christian love, compassion, and 
understanding as they really listen to you  as a friend throughout your  
crisis. 
 
If you or your friend or family member would like the support of a Stephen 

Minister, please contact Craig Smoot 321-223-4841 or Pastor Christina. 

MIPC has a strong Stephen Minister team along with Grace United 

Methodist church to serve you. 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Stephen Ministry  



Finance 
 

 

 
February was again a good month for both church and preschool, with pledges 

exceeding the budget (though unpledged offerings fell below), expenses staying 

below budget, and the preschool performing above expectations as well. 

The special sub-committee for property issues is meeting and will be making 
recommendations for expenditures needed to address the repairs and 

replacements identified by the recent building inspection and by the Property 

Committee. 

Our finance committee meets on the second Thursday of each month; we are 

grateful to those who serve.  And as always, we thank the faithful MIPC 

congregation for their continuing support. 

 

Bob Willett, Finance Chair 

  February 2022 Totals 

General Fund Revenue: 15,955 29,472 

General Fund Expenses: 13,413 26,184 

General Fund Net Revenue: 2,541 3,287 

    

Preschool Revenue: 48,198 100,263 

Preschool Expenses: 45,974 88,967 

Preschool Net Revenue: 2,224 11,296 





                   
 
 

                                 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Kids Klub performing arts program will start their Fall semester on 

Tuesday, August 2nd at 3:00 p.m.  If you know anyone who is interested 
in this amazing ministry please contact our Performing Arts Director, 

Mary Lou Tipton at 321-452-5948 or iccone1@yahoo.com, or Pam 
Poland, Faith Formation Ministries Associate at 321-452-5689 ext. 104 or 

mipcffm@gmail.com. Information is also available on our website. 
www.merrittislandpc.org 

 
 

 

 
 

One Purpose Productions performing arts program is reuniting for 

a Pizza Party on Friday, May 13th at 4:30 p.m.  They will start their Fall  
semester on Wednesday, August 3rd at 3:30 p.m.  

If you know anyone who is interested in this amazing ministry please 
contact our Performing Arts Director, Mary Lou Tipton at 321-452-5948 

or iccone1@yahoo.com, or Pam Poland, Faith Formation Ministries 
Associate at 321-452-5689 ext. 104 or mipcffm@gmail.com. 
Information is also available on our website. 

www.merrittislandpc.org 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 

mailto:iccone1@yahoo.com
mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com
http://www.merrittislandpc.org
mailto:iccone1@yahoo.com
mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com
http://www.merrittislandpc.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Going to God together! 
 

Virtual Weekly Prayer Service via Zoom 
Wednesday Evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Light a candle in a quiet space and join your MIPC 
family for an evening of prayer and reflection as we 
share scripture and joys & concerns with each other. 

 
A link to join the service will be sent out each week. 

We encourage everyone to come pray with us! 
 
 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.   
~ Psalm 145:18 

 

Faith Formation Ministries 



Faith Formation Ministries 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Class:      Sunday Mornings,  9:00 a.m.    In Person and via Zoom 

The Way -Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus 
Adam Hamilton 
With Dave Hertzler 

 
Travel with Adam Hamilton on this 6-week 
Lenten study as he retraces the life and 
ministry of Jesus Christ.  
Using historical information, archaeological 
data, and stories of the faith, Hamilton 
follows in the footsteps of Jesus from his 
baptism to the temptations to the heart of 
his ministry, including the people he loved, 
the parables he taught, the enemies he 
made, and the healing he brought. 
 

 

 
Come join us in person or on Zoom! 

 The link to join will be sent out with your weekly bulletin. 
 
 



Faith Formation Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities Room—Sundays at 10:00 AM 

 
Merritt Island Presbyterian Church offers Children’s 
Church for Preschool-6th grade. Class starts after the 

Children’s Message in our 10 AM Worship service . Come 
join us for Bible stories, Crafts and Games! If you are 
interested, know someone who might be, or would like 

more information please contact Pam Poland at 321-452-
5689 ext. 104 or mipcffm@gmail.com. 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

         A Heart to Give 

mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com


PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF  
CENTRAL FLORIDA PRESBYTERY 

presents 

 
A VIRTUAL BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

THAT MEETS MONTHLY ON ZOOM 
Second Thursday of each month at 7 PM 

 
 

 
Join other women from MIPC and around 
Central Florida for this year’s Presbyterian 

Women Bible Study. 

 
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary—Matthew names these women for a reason. 

How might Jesus have heard the stories of his grandmothers? What might the young 
Jesus have felt as he heard about his family? What might the stories of these women 

have added to his sense of identity, as part of a particular family in a particular time and 
place? Have you thought about Jesus’ grandmothers? What can these Grandmothers-of-
the-Faith teach us? Their stories will lead us into the gospel, the good news about Jesus 
Christ. By exploring these stories together, we will have a richer idea of what the good 

news is and how our own personal story fits the Gospel narrative. 
 

Contact Sharon at shwms008@gmail.com  or Julie at cj2hill@bellsouth.net  if you want 
to join the group. Hope to see you in April! You will receive the Zoom link once you send 

the email. 
 

“A faith that first dwelt in your grandmother … I am sure dwells in you as well.” 

 — 2 Timothy 1:5 

                                

Faith Formation Ministries 

mailto:shwms008@gmail.com
mailto:cj2hill@bellsouth.net


Faith Formation Ministries 

Please come and join us! 
Easter Egg 

Stuffing Party 
Hosted by 

Faith Formation Ministries 
      

Tuesday, April 5th   

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Activities Room 

Fellowship Luncheon Provided 
 
 

 

 

     

 
 

 

 
We would appreciate any individually wrapped candy or small toy 

donations to stuff the eggs with. (No chocolate please) 

Please R.S.V.P. Pam Poland at mipcffm@gmail.com or 

321-452-5689 ext. 104 so we know how much food to prepare.           

There is also a sign-up sheet available in the Narthex. 

mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com


Faith Formation Ministries 

He is Risen! Celebrate the Resurrection! 
 

  

 
 * Free Event for our Preschool children, families and our community!  
*Easter-themed Activities *Kona Ice *Bounce House *Balloon Artist         

*The Easter Bunny *Easter Egg Hunt *Hot Dog Lunch 
 

 

 

 
 

We need your help! We would greatly appreciate the following Donations: 

*Individually wrapped candy or small toys for egg stuffing (No chocolate please)   

*Easter books *Coloring Books *Easter Stickers *Crayons *Individually packaged chips 

*Juice Boxes *Mini water bottles  

Easter Egg Stuffing Party: Tuesday, April 5th, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Activities Room—Fellowship Lunch Provided 

Can you help with? *Event set-up *Games & Activities *Hiding eggs *Food service 

 *Event Clean-up 

If you would like to volunteer to help with our celebration, please contact Pam Poland at 

mipcffm@gmail.com or Tammy Lewis at mipcpreschool@gmail.com.  

There is also a sign-up sheet available in the Narthex.  

mailto:mipcffm@gmail.com
mailto:mipcpreschool@gmail.com


Faith Formation Ministries 

               



Faith Formation Ministries 
 

1.  Our committee met on Monday, March 14th 
at 1:00 p.m. These are the upcoming activities:  

a. Connecting with Hope & Joy Bible Study 
Group is taking a summer hiatus and will 
resume in the Fall. 

b. Weekly Prayer Service-Wednesday 
evenings at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. 

c. Presbyterian Women Bible Study Group-Second Thursday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. 

d. Children’s Church- Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Activities 
Room.  

e. Adult Faith Enrichment Class-Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the         
Session Room and on Zoom. 

f. Performing Arts Programs-One Purpose Productions is reuniting for a       
Pizza Party on Friday, May 13th at 4:30 p.m. Their Fall semester will 
start on Wednesday, August 3rd at 3:30 p.m. Kids Klub will resume on 
Tuesday,  August 2nd at 3:00 p.m. for their Fall semester.   

g. Easter Egg Stuffing Party-Tuesday, April 5th, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
h. Spring/Easter Festival-Saturday, April 9th, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
i. Preschool/FFM Family Fun Day-Sunday, May 15th, 10 AM-1 PM 
j. Preschool/FFM Family Fun Day-Sunday, August 21st, 10 AM-1 PM 
k. 13th Annual Women’s Retreat-Saturday, September 17th, 9:30 a.m.-

5:00 p.m.  
l. Fall Festival-Saturday, October 22nd  

2.  Our next committee meeting will be on Monday, April 4th at 3:00 PM. 
 

 

We wish everyone a very Happy and Blessed 
Easter celebrating our Lord’s resurrection!  

 

Pamela Poland 
Faith Formation Ministries Associate 

Dave Hertzler 
Faith Formation Ministries Elder 



 

 
APRIL BIRTHDAYS: 
 
1 David Miller 
3 James Neihouse 
7 Andre Koodie 
10 Gloria Burk 
11 Ashleigh Serfozo 
11 Bill Carpenter 
12 Pat Smith 
13 Bunny Finney 
15 MIPC 
15 Bert Hentschel 
16 Laura Ficker 
17 Sara Hall 
19 Kara Ficker Toledo 
20 Phil Finney 
24 Shaka Mohan 
 
 
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES: 
 
2 Al & Heidi Sams 
7 Tina & Mike Kicklighter 
7 Bob & Sandy Hill 
18 Chris Engler & Carlos Assemany 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
BUDGET UPDATE 

 
 
 

YTD As of 2/28/2022 
 
Actual Revenue:  $29,472  

Budgeted:  $28,802      
 
Actual Expenses:   $26,185 
  Budgeted: $32,950 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The deadline for input in the  

May newsletter is  
April 22 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 



 
The MIPC Press is printed by the Merritt Island Presbyterian Church,  

600 S. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, Florida 32952.  
 

Rev. Christina Greenawalt Pastor 
Pam Poland Faith Formation Ministries Associate 
Leslie Mitchell Financial Secretary 
Maryrose Beerman Acting Music Director 
Tammy Lewis Preschool Director 
Robyn Mills Assistant Preschool Director 
MaryLou Tipton Performing Arts Director 
Open Sexton 

 
 

Each month, we feature an “Eco-Friendly Tip!”  It’s our way of helping conserve 
resources and preserve our beautiful Brevard beaches and waterways.  This 

month’s tip: 
 

This Easter, shop for Easter baskets and décor at your friendly local thrift 
store!  You will find treasures there that will work great for your Easter 

parties, while being affordable AND earth-friendly!  Also, instead of 
buying plastic eggs for those easter baskets, think about going old-school 

with your egg decorating and use REAL hard boiled eggs, crayons and 
food coloring like we did in the old days!  Recycled shredded paper makes 

great filler for those baskets too. 
 

Do you have a tip to share?  Contact mipresbyterian@gmail.com. 
 

 
Please contact the church office if we can assist you in any way. 

 

 

 Office extensions: 
Office phone number: 321-452-5689  101: Reception 
Preschool phone number: 321-453-1640 102: Leslie Mitchell 
Office fax number: 321-454-4988 104: Pam Poland 
 105: Rev. Greenawalt 
 201: Preschool 
  
 

Email:  mipresbyterian@gmail.com 
Preschool email:  MIPCPreschool@gmail.com 

Website: www.merrittislandpc.org 
Facebook:  Facebook.com/Merritt.Island.Presbyterian.Church 

Twitter: @MIPresby 


