
America faces a hunger and nutrition crisis 
unlike any this country has seen in genera-
tions. Today 14 million children are missing 
meals on a regular basis – a statistic that’s 
five times worse than before the Covid-19 
pandemic. It’s even worse for Latino and 
Black families, which have seen rates of nutri-
tion insecurity spike to 25% and 30%, respec-
tively. In many ways, Covid-19 has boiled over 
long-simmering problems plaguing America’s 
food system. What began as a public health 
crisis fueled an economic crisis, leaving 33 
percent of families unable to afford the amount 
or quality of food they want. School closures 
put 30 million students at risk of losing the 
meals they need to learn and thrive. The im-
ages of the past few months have been both 
shocking and heartbreaking. Families out of 
work and newly struggling with nutrition inse-
curity waiting in long car lines for a day’s or a 
week’s worth  of groceries, most of them for 
the first time.  
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Hunger in America, The Reality…. 

None of this was an image 
SoSA’s new Program    Co-
ordinator, Kelly Sizelove, 
could have possibly imag-
ined when she accepted 
the position in September, 
2019. She was told that 
Fall and Spring were Flori-
da’s “busy months” but 
none of us were prepared 
for what lay ahead. In a 
normal season we would 
be breathing a little sigh of relief that the SEPC 
Produce  Expo was behind us and Kelly could 
now focus on coordinating gleanings through 
the end of June. However by mid March it be-
came crystal clear that this season would be 
anything but normal. Images of farmers dump-
ing millions of pounds of produce, gallons of 
milk & eggs   because none of their usual buy-
ers were in a position to purchase was a hot 
topic with the media who wanted from us the 
“real story”. Emails were coming in from con-
cerned citizens across the state asking us what 
we were “doing about all that wasted food!”  
Weekly zoom meetings with school lunch pro-
grams, agencies & church pantries over-
whelmed with new clients, many of whom had 
never been in a food line before, now faced 
with the question, ‘how will I feed my family?’ 

The Growing Need, The Abundance…. 



 

 

 

 

 

While still in the middle 
of Spring gleaning, 
calls began coming in 
about a new Govern-
ment program called 
Farm to Family.  Grants 
were given to select 
growers/distributers to 
package & deliver their 
best product for families 
in need. Since mid April  we have been collabo-
rating with churches, agencies, and even a Un-
ion for Disney workers to distribute truckloads of 
family sized boxes of fresh produce, milk, 
cheese, chicken and butter, one trunk at a time. 
Week after week over 700 families start lining 
up before 7am, we feel so blessed to be able to 
give them plenty of really good, nutritious food, 
thanks to our farmers and this program. We are 
thankful  to places like Ace Hardware and Unit-
ed Rentals for helping us out with forklift/pallet 
jack rentals for offloading produce. By the end 
of July we have distributed 4.2 million pounds of 
nutritious produce (more than the entire year 
2019) with the help of 1,363 volunteers. Thank 
you PATH for your faithful support, you are 
helping make all this possible! 
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Coordinating glean-
ing events under 
COVID-19 guide-
lines, limiting volun-
teer numbers, en-
forcing use of  gloves 
and masks in spite of 
the Florida heat, and 
socially distancing in 
the fields was a chal-
lenge, but also a 
blessing. Because 
people were not working they had time to vol-
unteer and because we had so many, we were 
able to put groups of 10  in each field and 
glean multiple fields in a day. Answered pray-
er. Long and Scott  selflessly and graciously 
donated much of their “first harvest” to our 
gleaners so that it wouldn't go to waste, even 
during their own hardship. Wish Farms & 
Southern Hills opened their fields to our glean-
ers for the first time and generously donated 
the boxes for food safe transport of the berries 
from field to food bank. Answered prayers. 
Welbro Construction called us out of the blue 
to volunteer their currently unused trucks to 
help move food from farms to food banks. 
They came every time we called, often with up 
to 3 trucks on a single day, and even helped 
glean! When we needed produce moved to a 
distribution, Welbro was there. Answered pray-
er. A concerned citizen saw videos of food be-
ing dumped and found SoSA as she re-
searched agencies that might be intercepting 
the food and getting it to people in need. “what 
are your needs” she asked, “emergency fund-
ing for all this extra food we are distributing” I 
explained. She hung up and emailed  40 of her 
friends and within 2 weeks every single one of 
them had responded with a donation to SoSA 
which totaled over $15,000! Two new  Founda-
tions approved emergency grants and our 
faithful grantors increased their grants. Friends 
and family members held facebook fundraisers 
that raised about $2500. All answered prayers.  

A New Normal & Answered Prayers... From The Frontlines... 


