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In these extraordinary times, AIR staff members have once again stepped up to serve rural 
Guatemala in new ways, described below with a few photos.  

In addition, AIR has just begun a new program near Matagalpa, Nicaragua in Los Lipes, 
specifically to combat hunger issues there.  Quarterly PATH funds are important to AIR’s budget in 
Quiché, Guatemala, and we also request a special donation in any amount designated for new AIR 
program in Nicaragua, if possible.

Below are highlights of AIR’s work over the past six months:

1.  In March 2020, it soon became clear that all four Mission Trips had to be cancelled:  a 
church in Central Florida (Westminster-by-the-Sea Presbyterian); two PCUSA churches in 
Georgia; and the University of Central Florida group.

2. AIR Technicians in Guatemala conducted a “diagnostico” contacting all 48 communities 
where they are currently working, to assess if familites were facing illness from Covid-19 or 
food shortages.  Thankfully, there is no sign of the virus which has been present in 
cities—but the closure of farmers’ markets has led to loss of income and serious food 
shortages.

(The new President in Guatemala, Alejandro Giammattei is aggressively trying to stop the spread of 
Covid-19 by strict curfews, a national mask mandate, and 
closure of farmers’ markets throughout Guatemala.  Still, 
the hospitals have been completely overwhelmed by 
44,500 cases.  Meanwhile, market closures have meant 
that farmers cannot trade items for food staples—until 
vegetables can be harvested in August, and to supplement 
those gardens.)

3. In July 2020, AIR Technicians found food stores 
open in Guatemala City, and Anne wired extra 
funds for emergency purchases of rice, beans, 
and cooking oil. Food staples were delivered by 
AIR to 180 families in late July.  Here are 
photos from Itzapa and Sumpango:



4.  
In 

the 1990s, AIR had a project in Nicaragua 
but closed it in 2000 due to government 
pressure and the decision to concentrate in Guatemala.  However, Anne has stayed in 
contact with a family there outside of Matagalpa in Los Lipes.  They told her of growing food 



shortages—they also told her that one daughter had completed her degree in Accounting.   
Anne and AIR’s Board decided in April that this young woman could handle a bank account 
to receive funds and would maintain careful accounting and receipts—and could send 
photos of the work accomplished.  Land for a large garden was provided by the rural church.

We are happy to report that the AIR-Nicaragua program to fight hunger is thriving—with 125 fruit 
tree “whips” planted, and a vegetable garden almost ready to harvest.   We would like to buy 
chickens for eggs to be distributed to the 50 participating families.   

 Thank you for years of providing support and Hope to families in Central America.  I look forward to 
seeing you in person (hopefully in the fall) and sharing more details.  Stay safe!

~Anne Hallum, President, AIR, Inc.

    


