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Madagascar Fruits, Vegetables, and Environmental Education Program 
Report for PATH, August 4, 2020 

 
FVEE News 
Work of the Fruits, Vegetables, and Environmental Education (FVEE) program of the Church of Jesus Christ in 
Madagascar (FJKM) is continuing, especially activities at the fruit center (propagation and fire prevention) and 
at the Ivato tree nursery. In early July, Rolland Razafiarision (FVEE Technical Director), Germain 
Andrianaivoson (FVEE Technical Assistant), and Lova Raheliharinalina (FVEE Administrative Assistant) were 
able to get to the fruit center where they met government officials from Maevatanana to mark the boundaries 
of the second of two pieces of land purchased in 2019. At that time, Germain was able to get inventories done 
of the mangos planted in 2020. There are now 311 mango trees planted in the ground at the fruit center 
including 187 planted in 2020. These trees belong to 57 varieties. In addition, there are 27 other varieties 
planted in 20 liter pots where they are being propagated. All told, the FVEE now has 92 varieties, including 64 
brought from Florida, 25 from the Mangatsa research center near Mahajanga, and 3 others from Madagascar. 
Activities that should have happened in the first half of 2020 but had to be cancelled due to the Covid-19 
pandemic include field trips for seminary students and training at the Mandritsara, Fianarantsoa, and 
Ambatondrazaka seminaries. Training at the Ivato seminary did get completed. Several colleagues who work 
with the FVEE program have recently been ill; Rolland is recovering from a bad illness. Elizabeth and I remain 
in Orlando. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we expect to be in the US until at least the end of 2020. 
 
Tangerines at Antanetibe 

This year marks 10 years since the people of Antanetibe Ankazobe began growing tangerines as a result of the 
efforts of my colleagues Rolland Razafiarison and Germain Andrianaivoson. At the time, we were all working 
with the FJKM development department. Rolland was able to visit Antanetibe this past June on his way back 
from a trip to the fruit center.  What is new this year is that the growers did not need to sell rice shortly after 
the harvest time when the price of rice is low. Money from the sale of tangerines was sufficient for their cash 
needs, allowing them to keep their rice for eating or to sell later in the year when the price is high. For the first 
time, people from Antananarivo came with trucks to Antanetibe to purchase tangerines for sale in the capital 
city. Due to a high sale price (3000 ariary/kg = 38 cents/pound) and good yields (80-150 kg/tree) tangerines 
have been tremendously helpful for the people of Antanetibe during the coronavirus pandemic. Tangerines 
are beginning to provide growers a path out of poverty. 

 

Photos from Antanetibe, June 2020 
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Mme. Lalao with a good harvest of 
Satsuma tangerines. 

The cash people in Antanetibe are 
getting this year from their tangerines is 
enabling them to avoid selling some of 

their rice in the months of June and July 
when the price is low to keep for food or 

to sell later when rice prices are high. 
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A lot of tangerines were sold early this 
year because people were afraid that 
transportation to markets might be 

further curtailed due to the coronavirus. 
 

Cyril Rakotoarimanana is a model 
volunteer technician – always ready to 
share his skills with others. His role at 
Antanetibe contributed to the FVEE’s 

decision to train volunteer technicians as 
part of the PHP-funded mango projects. 

 



4 
 

 
Rolland Razafiarison with the fruits of his labor almost 10 years after he and colleagues introduced the people 
of Antanetibe to growing tangerines. One of the challenges was helping people grow orchards of tangerines 

rather than just a few trees around their houses. 

 
Tangerines now provide a major source of income for 70+ families in Antanetibe and surrounding villages. 

 

New Training Project 
The FVEE has submitted a new proposal to the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP) to train low-income 
farmers in how to grow and propagate fruit trees during 2021. The total budget is $ 21000, of which $10000 is 
sought from PHP and the rest will come from PC(USA) including funds from PATH. The new project has 5 main 
components. 1. It will see the training of volunteer technicians in the Androna Atsinanana Miara Mifoha Synod 
where the Mandritsara seminary is located (1 volunteer technician for each of the synod’s 31 parishes). The 
pastors and some lay leaders from these parishes will also get trained alongside the technicians. 2. Training 
will also take place for low-income farmers of the village of Tsarahonenana near Andriba about 30 km from 
the fruit center. The goal is to enable all who wish to participate to grow and propagate high-yielding mango 
varieties to increase their income from sale of these fruits. 3. Training will also take place at Ankaramena 
where the FVEE is installing a new tree nursery. 4. Training for low-income farmers in the Maevatsara Synod 
where volunteer technicians got trained in late 2019. Seventeen volunteer technicians got trained in 2019, 1 
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per parish in each of 17 parishes. About 20 low-income farmers from each of 2 of these parishes will get 
trained in 2021. 5. There will be continuing education training for the 17 volunteer technicians from 
Maevatsara Synod who got trained in late 2019. 
 

Videos 
Here are two videos about the work of the FVEE program: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1A68R4x2Ow  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xKOnKcOGQXk. 

The first is about trainings funded by the Presbyterian Hunger Program that took place in November and 
December 2019. The second covers that inauguration of the fruit center in March 2020. A new video about the 
tangerine orchards at Antanetibe is in the works. 
 

Madagascar Covid-19 Update 

Madagascar has experienced a huge upsurge in Covid-19 cases beginning in mid-June. Cases are officially at 
11528 with 114 deaths as of 2 August but actual numbers are undoubtedly much much higher. Testing is very 
low (40769 total tests done as of 2 August).  The health system is overburdened with the influx of Covid-19 
patients and testing is not keeping up with the spread of the disease. There is still no scientific evidence that 
the beverage being promoted by the government of Madagascar as a Covid-19 preventative and cure is in any 
way effective. The drop in the cost of gasoline and diesel was not passed on to consumers. The economic 
consequences of the crisis are extreme, especially for people with low income who depend on today’s wages 
for tonight’s supper. There will undoubtedly be far more Covid-19 related deaths from hunger than from the 
actual disease. 
 

FJKM Update 
The FJKM church is contending with the Covid-19 crisis. The government cancelled in-person worship services 
for 5 Sundays in March-April and then again starting in mid-June. This has resulted in a huge drop in revenue 
for the church. As a result, many FJKM employees have been put on half salary including staff at the central 
church office, personnel of the seminaries, and the 72 FJKM evangelists. Several pastors have been sick with 
Covid-19. Important church meetings have been delayed including the meeting where decisions were to have 
been made concerning the assignment of posts for new pastors. The FJKM general assembly, scheduled to 
take place in August 2020, has been postponed to an undetermined date. I haven’t heard yet what the FJKM 
schools, University, and seminaries will be doing for the upcoming school year. For the most part, virtual 
education hasn’t been happening in Madagascar due to a lack of computers and internet connections. 
 
Report for 2019 
The yearly FVEE report for 2019 is attached. In the attached financial section, funds from PATH are included in 
the funds from PC(USA). Our records indicate that $ 9994.98 was received by PC(USA) (ECO account 047980) 
from PATH via the Central Florida Presbytery in 2019. 
 
Appreciation 
The FVEE program is very appreciative of the help from the PATH committee. Without this support, much of 
what the FVEE does would not be possible. 
 
--Dan Turk, 2 August 2020 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1A68R4x2Ow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xKOnKcOGQXk

