
Wednesday, March 18, 2020 

Dear Members and Friends, 

Obviously, there has been a great deal of concern regarding the presence of COVID-19 and what that means to 
houses of worship and other areas of our lives. Following worship last Sunday, the Session met to discuss how 
MIPC would respond. 

The Session met again on Tuesday evening, March 17, at which time they made the difficult decision to 
suspend our worship services on Sundays, March 22, and March 29. This also applies to all other sched-
uled activities at the church. Recommendations of the CDC will be closely monitored, and the action of the 
Session will be reviewed, reconsidered and adapted as appropriate. Please, monitor our website 
www.merrittislandpc.org and find us on Facebook for any announcements or updates. 

The Session, as leaders of MIPC, has an obligation to make sure the church is safe. At the same time, the Ses-
sion takes its responsibility to provide for the worship of the people of God very seriously. When they met last 
Sunday, their conversation led to a consensus that we would continue gathering for worship. This would mean 
members of the Session would demonstrate and encourage “best practices”. This would also mean altering some 
of our current practices: Passing of the peace; greeters; bulletins; and offering. And this would mean altering some 
of our behaviors: Practicing social distancing; no longer shaking hands; and no longer hugging one another. The 
Session’s understanding was that circumstances could change very quickly, and that we would be guided by the 
recommendations of the CDC. 

On Sunday evening things quickly changed. The CDC issued a new recommendation that gatherings be limited to 
no more than 50 people. Then on Monday, the President issued a recommendation that gathering be limited to not 
more than 10 people. The CDC recommendation, in particular, meant reengaging the Session in conversation on 
Tuesday evening. 

With regard to the operation of the office, it was agreed that our “office angels” will be given the option to show up 
or stay away, and that Leslie Mitchell will be in the office during most posted “office hours” (Tuesday through Fri-
day 9-noon) and will closely monitor phone/e-mail messages. The outgoing office message will make note of the 
possibility of reduced office hours. 

With all of this happening, it was noted that our Deacons will need to be in close touch with their flocks. We also 
encourage any and all of our our members to stay in close touch with those who may be isolated or not feeling 
well. If there are needs which you can address, please do so. If there are needs which are beyond your ability, 
please inform the church office so we can share the need with others in the hope that the need can be successful-
ly addressed. 

Continued prayers for MIPC and and its leadership, as well as Christ’s Church around the world, are needed now 
more than ever. And please remember, church expenses continue. Send your gifts, tithes, offerings and sacrifices 
to the church office, or visit our web site www.merrittislandpc.org for a digital option. 

Peace & Joy, 

Rev. David L. Lindemer, Moderator
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