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Rev. Dr. Okitakoyi 

Michel Lundula 
Pastor 

 

Deb Young 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Jane Rowe 
Financial Secretary 

 
901 3rd AVE SE 

Le Mars, IA 51031 
 

Phone: 712-546-4037 
Fax: 712-546-5771 

office@lemarsumchurch.org 

 

Office Hours 
 

8:30 am—3:30 pm 
Lunch 12-1p 

Monday  - Friday 

Prayer Chain 
 

 

Connect with our prayer 
chain by e-mailing or 

calling the church office 
or calling Mary Laughton 

at 562-6584 

laughmg@frontier.com 

 

Change of Address? 
 

Please let us know by 
e-mail or phone at the  

church office 
office@lemarsumchurch.org 

546-4037 
Website: 

www.lemarsumchurch.org 

September   2019 

United Methodist Church  
of  Le Mars 

 
 

    
 

 

“Transforming Hearts, Minds, and Lives  

by the Gracious Love of Christ” 

   

 
 

 As many of us already know, I was raised in a large family of eleven children.  
While a teenager, I remember my father getting concerned when the task everybody 
could work together became the responsibility of one person. In many occasions, I 
heard him introducing his talk to us with a French proverb that says, “L’affaire de tout 
le monde n’est l’affaire de personne” which literally means what everybody can do 
together cannot be the work of one person. Working together became a secret power 
in our family to achieve our goals, to save time, to celebrate our fraternity and also to 
help each other.   
 Considering the church as the family, we are called to work together as a 
community of brothers and sisters. God called us with our different gifts and talents 
for a purpose. Each one of us has at least one thing to offer to make our church 
stronger and more visible in our community and the world. Truly, what we can do 
together as a team or the church family cannot be the work of our ministry or team 
leaders alone. 
 At UMCL, we have been blessed by our way of working together with our 
spiritual gifts, talents and financial resources to fulfill our mission of making disciples 
of Christ for the transformation of the world. Every year we have been overwhelmed 
by your positive responses to our Lay Leadership & Nominations Team’ request to 
serve God through different ministries. Thank you so much and may the Lord we 
serve together continue to bless us for all that we do together as a congregation.  
 Like in the past, this year we still need volunteers to serve God through the 
Finance Team, Board of Trustees, Worship Team, Mission, Education (BLAST, 
CONFIRMATION, KIDS FOR CHRIST), SPRC (Staff-Pastor Relations Committee), 
etc. In addition to these ministries, I would also like to inform the church that this fall 
on Sunday, November 10th, we are going to host our first community dinner called 
“Pasta With A Purpose.” This event is a response to our Four Big Focuses, it is an 
opportunity to join as a congregation to strengthen our connection through our 
participation and service to God and the community. This congregational event 
requires everybody’s participation; men, women, and youth, whether members or non
-members; we want to celebrate our joy of working together through this dinner. The 
success of our first “Pasta With A Purpose” depends on our willingness to work 
together as the church family. Watch the bulletin, the newsletter, or call the church 
office for more update from our Finance and Stewardship Teams on this community 
meal.  
 
Together, we will continue to make a difference in our church family, the community, 
and the world.  
May the Lord continue to bless us for all that we do together.  
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Lundula  

The Joy of Working Together 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=praying+hands&entry_date=1%2f1%2f0001&image_type=cl%2cca&page=5&ipp=20
https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=serve&entry_date=1%2F1%2F0001&image_type=cl
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 PRAYER WALL 
 

 

Our prayer wall helps us to engage in 
prayer for ourselves and help others 
beyond our Congregation.   
 
Please visit the Prayer Wall in the south 
entrance of the church and find prayers for 
hope, healing, addictions and so many 
more words of encouragement and 
support. 

 

2019-2020 Youth & Children Ministry 

All the activities for Youth & Children will start 
on September 11.  
 
Our Leaders:  
 
KIDS FOR CHRIST (Preschool—5th Grade) 
 
Sharon Pratt 
Joan Smith  
Volunteers: Parents    
 
BLAST 
 
Dory Parkin 
Josh Parkin 
Volunteers: Parents 
  
CONFIRMATION  
 
Pastor Lundula  
Volunteers: Parents, 
Mentors                
  
JOURNEY 
 
Jay Jensen  
Tracy Sullivan 
Joyce Feuerhelm 
Volunteers: Parents 
  
CAMP ACTIVITIES 
Diane Hodson 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Revelations Bible Study 
 

Bible Study is at 8:30a in Meeting 

Room by Church Offices.  Come join us 

as we bring the Bible to life with Les 

Feldick’s “Through the Bible– 

Revelations Study”  
 

September Prayer 

Dear God, we come to pray in the spirit of for-

giveness.  We desire to live and walk in obedience 

to Your commandments, because we love You and 

we know this is Your will for our lives.  As we begin 

another school year, we ask prayers for All Teach-

ers and Students.  We pray for our Education 

Team, Staff and all who attend K-4 Christ, BLAST 

and Journey.  Teachers make a lasting difference 

for generations to come.  In many ways, teachers 

are a bright light, a friendly face and a gentle guide.  

Day in, and day out, they teach and mold the hearts 

of our loved ones.  Bless all the children, give them 

inquiring minds, protection and safety as they move 

from our embrace.   As the Church, we are so 

grateful to You for our Church family  that You have 

given us.  How wonderful it is to know that we are 

all one in Christ and have unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace and love.  May Christ be lifted up in 

the hearts of each of us.   This we ask in Jesus 

name. Amen 

Our Ministries 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=power%20of%20prayer&entry_date=1%2F1%2F0001&image_type=cl
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We will have our Membership 

Orientation on: 

Wed., Sept 25, from 6-8 pm 

We are committed to support you on your journey 

of faith through UMCL. If you would like to join 

other friends who have requested to confirm their 

membership, please 

contact Pastor Lundula at 

712-546-4037 or 712-539-

1457 or email 

 

Family Fun Night BBQ 
Sept. 11, 5:30 pm  

 
Sponsored by the Missions Team and the 
UMCL Men, who will be serving Hotdogs 
and Hamburgers. 
 
The entire church family is invited to attend 
this Youth & Children’s Education Kick-Off. 
 

 

 

 

 

10 Great Dates Marriage Ministry 
Wednesday nights for 5 weeks, starting October 2, 2019 
Wednesday nights for 5 weeks, starting in January 8, 2020      

Sign up in Fellowship Hall 
Has your marriage fallen into the ho-hum doldrums? Perk things up with these 10 fun-filled dates. 
No nights at the movies here, these memory-making evenings will help you grow as a couple, 
learn to communicate better, resolve conflicts, develop spiritual intimacy and more. Includes real 
life stories from the authors David and Claudia Arp. The 10 dates will be kicked-off each week 
with 15-30 minutes of video viewing and group discussion, then all couples will be sent on their 
way to experience their own date-night. The date themes consist of:  

Choosing a High-Priority Marriage 
Learning to Talk 
Resolving Honest Conflict 
Becoming an Encourager 
Finding Unity in Diversity 
Building a Creative Love Life 
Sharing Responsibility and Working Together 
Balancing Your Roles as Partner and Parent 
Developing Spiritual Intimacy 
Having an Intentional Marriage 

We will celebrate 

the World 

Communion Sunday with the  

French/African Ministry  

Oct. 6, 10:00 AM 

Potluck after Worship, 11:00 AM 

Morning Prayer Coffee 
 

Wednesday, Sept. 25th 
10 AM in the Multi-

Purpose Room 
 

Prayer and Fellowship 

Our Ministries 
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Friends  & Family 

 2019 2018 

January 106 123 

February  96 115 

March 107 127 

April  173 147 

May 95 110 

June 84 90 

July 77 70 

August 95 119 

Average Weekly Attendance at Worship 

 

UMW Missions Dinner 
Sunday, Oct. 13 @ 5:00 pm 

 
 

2019-2020 Confirmation Program 
 

First Fun Night for Confirmation 
Students will be on Wed. Sept. 4 at 
6:00p at Pizza Ranch.  All the 8

th
 

grade students who haven’t been 
confirmed are welcome.   

UMCL July Financials 

Income General Fund $  18,071 

Expenses General Fund $  15,816 

FIF Contributions $    4,636 

FIF Expenses $    2,705 

 

United Methodist Women  
Annual Meeting 2019 

“Continuing our Legacy” 
Friday, September 27, 2019 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
675 West Bluff Street, Cherokee, IA 

$8.00 Luncheon 
Reservation: Patti Blum: jblum@ncn.net,  

(712) 225-2606  

UMW Circles & Executive Board 
 

Wed. Sept. 11—9:30am Peace Circle 
Hostess & Program—Pat Wingert 

Held at Habitue 
 

Thurs. Sept. 12—7:15pm Priscilla Circle 
Hostess & Program—Ruth Steunenberg 

Held at UMCL Multi-Purpose Room 
 

UMW Executive Board 
Mon. Sept. 30—9:30am 

Held at UMCL Meeting Room 
 

Spiritual Growth Study 
Mon-Oct. 28, 8:30a @ Grace United Methodist 

in Spencer, Iowa, 311 2nd Ave. West 
Register by Oct. 23, 2019 

Call Sandy @ (712) 212-5364 

 
UMW Rummage 

& Bake Sale 
 

Thank you everyone who donated items and 
their time to help with the sale! 

 
Remaining items were distributed to: 

 

Plymouth County Museum 

Zesto’s Shepherd’s Closet 

Jim’s Helping Hands 

Goodwill 

Everyone is invited to this Fall’s Mission 
Dinner in Fellowship Hall!   

 
UMW will be hosting this event and our 
guest speaker is a Dr. Diane Noll, DVM, 
who will be speaking about Zambia and 

their Mssion work there. 
 

Please join us for dinner and learn more 
about missions around our world. 

 
Sign-up Sheets in FH 

Sunday, November 24, 
3:00 PM in Moville, IA 

 Cluster Charge  
Conference 

Our Ministries 
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Umcl Le Mars 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/people/Umcl-Le-
Mars/100013044999723  

 

 
UMCL Church Safety Orientation 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 18 from 6 to 6:45 pm 
Mike Wise (Deputy Fire Chief), who is a 

member of the UMCL Safety Team, will be 
conducting this training for our Education 

Ministry Leaders. Others may join if interested. 
 

The Board of Trustees and the UMCL Safety 
Team would like all ministry leaders to be 
proactive in learning our new 

Exit/Tornado Routes and 
Signage. 

 

 
 
 
It’s “Pasta with a Purpose” 

40th Annual Mission Ingathering 
 

November 2, 2019 
 

150 School Kits will be prepared and  
delivered to Cherokee  St. Paul United 

Methodist Church on the 2nd. The 
Confirmation Class will help.  

The UMCL Family would like to congratulate 
Barb Johnson on her pastoral appointment 
to Sioux City, Rustin Ave and Rock Branch 
United Methodist Church, effective September 
1. Barb Johnson has served UNCL for many 
years through many ministries and commit-
tees. We give thanks to God for Barb, as we 
wish her good luck and many blessings in her 
new ministerial chapter. 
 
Pastor Lundula 

Our Connections 

 

Find us on Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are an active part of 
UMCL, and are interested in ob-
taining a link to our Mobile Church 
Directory, please contact the 
Church Office at (712) 546-4037.  

Sunday, Nov. 10th serving 4:30-7:30  

UMCL has chosen to serve it’s first community 
meal.  This is a fundraising event (for church 
ministries) that involves all members and 
friends of the church.  We want everyone to 
be involved – helping get ready, putting up 
posters, selling tickets, preparing food, greet-
ing + serving our guests, doing dishes, cleaning 
up + praying for this event.   

https://www.facebook.com/people/Umcl-Le-Mars/100013044999723
https://www.facebook.com/people/Umcl-Le-Mars/100013044999723
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100013044999723
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A Weekend to Remember! 
(By Family Life Ministry) 

 
If you need more details about this family program, 

contact Pastor Lundula or feel free to take a brochure in 
the Fellowship Hall.  

 
There is a 50% discount for UMCL Family if you register 

between Sept. 2 -23 
 

Call the Church Office or Pastor Lundula for more 
details or to Register.  
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Le Mars Backpack Program 
Feeding Hungry Children in our Community 

Thank you! 
We had another successful year and WE DID IT 

with YOUR HELP and SUPPORT! 
IT”S THAT TIME AGAIN 

Summer is ending and kids are heading back to 
school . We will need your help to make the 2019-

2020 school year as successful as last year. 
The backpack program provides children with kid 
friendly, self-stable items. Each week volunteers 

assemble the backpacks with 8-10 items. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
We are currently looking for volunteers to help 

assemble the weekly sacks. A good group is 8-10 
volunteers. We pack on Mondays or Tuesdays. 

Give us a call to schedule! 
 

CONTACT US 
1-712-546-8872 

 
Thank you so much for the roses in honor of 
my 30th Anniversary. It was a very nice 
surprise. It has been my great honor to care 
for so many kids over the years. I really 
appreciate everyone’s support over the years 
and I look forward to enjoying more 
wonderful memories with you all.  
Thanks, Diane Deiterman 

Thanks to the church family for all the 
prayers for healing after my hip 
replacement.  I am doing real good. 
Also thank you for all the birthday wishes.   
Mary Laughton 

Duane Ferrie– Sept. 5 
Pastor Lundula– Sept. 5 
Angi Hurd– Sept. 8 
Eric Cline– Sept. 10 
Sam Wacker– Sept. 10 
Robert Embree– Sept/ 11 
Chris Miksch– Sept. 11 
Jillian O’Neill– Sept 14 
Jorden Presnell– Sept. 14 
Pat Warner– Sept. 17  
Linda Cline– Sept. 21 
Sheila Zollman– Sept. 21 
Jerzie Nelson– Sept. 22 
Donna Carter– Sept. 29 
Ross Curry– Sept. 26 
Kady Leusink- Sept. 26 
Chuck Newill– Sept. 30 

Text Alerts 

 
UMCL is now set up online 
with Le Mars Daily Sentinel 
to notify us of cancellations 
due to weather conditions.   

 
Would you like to sign-up 

to receive a text? 
 

Please go to: 
 

www.lemarssentinel.com 
Click “Menu” upper left 

corner 
Click “Text Alerts” from list 

Follow steps to choose 
alerts 

Our Connections 

Christian Needs Cen-
ter September List: 
Soup of all kinds 
Corn 
Pork & Beans or Chilli Beans 
Tuna 
Peas 
Diced tomatoes 
Instant Potatoes 
Rice 
Juice 
Jelly 
Pancake Mix 
Syrup 
Toilet Paper 
Shampoo 

Are we missing your photo in our Directory? Would you 
like your picture to be retaken? Would you like your in-
formation updated? If you missed the opportunity to be 
photographed for our Church Directory, there is another 
chance to have your photo taken and to have your infor-
mation updated. Perhaps you would like to send Christ-
mas Cards with a new photo. If so, we are updating our 
Directory. On Monday, Nov. 10 and Tuesday, Nov. 11, 
the Lifetouch photographer will be here again, to give our 
church another opportunity for updating our current di-
rectory.  
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