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Dear UMCL Family,
I can’t believe that the Season of Lent is almost here. On February 14
we will start our Lenten journey with the Service of Ash Wednesday.
Ash Wednesday is the day Christians reflect and remind each other
about our own mortality. It also marks the beginning of Lent.
Historically, Lent is a season of forty weekdays (without counting
Sundays) that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends Saturday before
Easter. According to The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist
Church, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism
by converts. It was also considered as time when persons who had
separated themselves from the community of faith were reconciled by
penitence and forgiveness, and restored in the life of the church.
As for us today, in addition to the above historical meanings of lent, this
season is a time of self-reflection or introspection, repentance, and
engaging in spiritual disciplines for the sake of deepening our
relationship with Christ. It is a time of renewal and reconciliation. Since
lent also reminds us of the forty days of Christ fasting in the wilderness,
this season is also a time to remember and reflect on the passion of
Christ and prepare ourselves to celebrate His resurrection.
Friends, as we prepare our hearts, minds and spirit to celebrate the
resurrection of Christ, I would like to invite you to start our Lenten
journey together with the Service of Ash Wednesday on February 14
at 7 pm at UMCL. If you can’t make it to join us for the service, please
stop by the church anytime between 10 am and 3pm for the imposition
of ash. I would also like to invite you to join me during our six Sundays
of Lent as we explore our Lenten Series entitled: “The Sayings of
Christ on the Cross.”
May your Lent be Spirit-filled and also an opportunity to draw near to
Christ through our spiritual disciplines.

February 14

In Christ,
Pastor Lundula
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Attention BLAST families – We have a
guest speaker from Thrivent Financial
joining us on Wed. Feb. 28 during class
time to increase our understanding of
stewardship. Both students and parents
please join us in Fellowship Hall at 6:45 pm.

“Happy Valentine’s Day”
Feb. 12 UMW will be sending out Care
Packages to loved ones attending college
or serving in the military. Please call the
church office with names and
addresses of your loved ones
you want to receive a
package. Please see the signup sheets for in FH.

Daughter of
Philip & Karen Kass

“The Sayings of Christ on Cross”


“Father Forgive Them For They Know Not What They Do”



“Today you will be with Me in Paradise”



“Here is Your Son. Here is Your Mother”



“My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me”



“I Thirst”



“It Is Finished”



“Father, Into Your Hands I Commit my Spirit”
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Our February Prayer

United Methodist Women
Peace Circle
Wed. Feb. 14 @ 9:30am

Church Fellowship Hall
Hostess & Program: Lois Newill

Esther Circle
Thurs. Feb. 8 @ 1:30pm
Church Fellowship Hall
Hostess: Audrey Hart
Program: Donna Hoey

Priscilla Circle
Thurs. Feb. 8 @ 7:15pm

Hostess: Ruth Steuenberg
Program: Linda Dobson

Executive Board
Mon. Feb. 25 @ 9:30am

Morning Prayer Coffee
All Are Welcome—Open to All

Average Weekly Attendance at Worship
January

Father, help us to be a transforming Church by the
gracious love of Christ. We pray that through the
power of the Holy Spirit, You guide us to be
disciples who will bring people to you. Father, hear
our prayers as we pray for our Community and
World. Help us to show our love for one another
through our acts of kindness, compassion and
empathy. As we look forward to starting our Lenten
journey, engage us in spiritual disciplines, that will
strengthen us to grow in our relationship with You
and with one another. We pray this in Jesus’ name.
Amen

2018

2017

123

112

Join us in Multi-Purpose Room
Wed. February 28 @ 10am
Together we Pray, offer Communion &
Fellowship
Bring a Friend!

December Financials

Evening Prayer

Income General Fund
Expenses General Fund:

$ 23,592
$ 18,864

All Are Welcome—Open to All

FIF Contributions:

$ 20,974

FIF Expenses:

$ 8,290

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for 50 Minutes of
Prayer and Meditation
Wed. February 21 from 6:50 -7:40pm
Together we Pray & Fellowship

K4C Mission Project: Noisy

Money

Starting Feb 18 through March 25, K4C will be moving around
the sanctuary collecting loose
change or any gifts during the
Children Time. Their noisy
money will be given to Josh’s
Ride. This is a no-profit organization based in Le Mars; its purpose is to see
all the children with special needs from Le Mars and
the Surrounding area ride a bicycle. Please support
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Mark Your Calendar
UMCL will be hosting Christ in the Passover
on Tuesday March 20 in the evening. This
event will be presented by Jews for Jesus,
International. Please save the day for this
inspiring program.

Tues. March 20th

One Faithful
Promise:
The Wesleyan
Covenant for
Renewal
Lent is a time for personal reflection to look
inwardly at your relationship with Christ.
This year we will be studying “One Faithful
Promise.” This study will help us broaden
understanding and deeper experience of
God’s grace. As Methodists, this study will
enable us experience renewal and
strengthen our relationship with God
through the
understanding of the
Wesleyan Covenant
Renewal. Join us on
Sunday, Feb. 18 at 8:30
am for 6 weeks Lenten
study led by Scott Roy.
Sign up in Fellowship
Hall, and we will get your
book ordered by Feb. 7.

Wednesday
Feb. 14
7:00 pm

Leadership Development
Opportunity
The Northwest District of the Iowa Conference
is inviting both clergy and church leaders to
participate in Spiritual Leadership Incubator
Program on Sunday February 25, 2018 from
2:30 pm to 6:00 pm at Grace UMC in Marcus
(303 E Fenton St. Marcus, IA). The purpose of
this program is to provide pastors and local
church leaders with relationship and
resources to help them be successful in
making disciples of Jesus Christ and
transforming our communities. The Lay
Leadership would like to invite and also
encourage all our ministry leaders to attend
this leadership development program. Please
contact Pastor Lundula if you have any
questions.

Sun. Feb. 25

Small Group Ministry
Dinner for 6,7 or 8
It is not yet late to sign up for our Small
Group Ministry. Sign up in the
Fellowship Hall, on Cards behind the
pew or call the church office at
712-546-4037.
Special Thanks to those who
have already signed up. We are
looking forward to enjoying our
Fellowship and Reflections.

