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St Paul’s vision “Growing into a  

most vibrant, joyful Christian  

Community unified in Loving 

Service to our neighbors, for the 

Glory of God.” 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2Prayer group    

-9am 
Joy Singers-
10am 

3Bible Study 

10am 
Hump Day Mys-

tery trip10:30am 
Choir-7:15pm 

4 5 6 

7Sunday School

-9am 
Worship-10am 

 
Scouts—2-6pm 

8 
 
Scout Troop-
7pm 

9Prayer Group

-9am 
Joy singers-

10am 

10Bible Study-

10am 
 

Choir-7:15pm 

11 12 13 

14Sunday 

School-9am 
Worship-10am 

 
Scouts-2-6pm 

15 
 
 
Scout Troop-

7pm 

16Prayer 

Group-9am 
Joy Singers-

10am 

17Bible Study 

–10am 
 

Choir-7:15 pm 

18 19 20 

21Sunday 

School-9am 
Worship-10am 

22 

 
 

Scout Troop-
7pm 

23Prayer 

Group-9am 
Joy Singers– 

10am 

24 

Bible Study-
10am 

Choir—7:15pm 

25 26 27 

28Sunday 

School-9am 
Worship-10am 

Trunk or Treat– 
3-8 pm 

29 

 
 

Scout Troop-
7pm 

30 

Prayer Group-
9am 

Joy Singers– 
10am 

31 

Bible Study-
10am 

 
Choir-7:15pm 
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October 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2Prayer group    

-9am 
Joy Singers-
10am 

3Bible Study 

10am 
Hump Day Mys-

tery trip10:30am 
Choir-7:15pm 

4 5 6 

7Sunday School

-9am 
Worship-10am 

 
Scouts—2-6pm 

8 
 
Scout Troop-
7pm 

9Prayer Group

-9am 
Joy singers-

10am 

10Bible Study-

10am 
 

Choir-7:15pm 

11 12 13 

14Sunday 

School-9am 
Worship-10am 

 
Scouts-2-6pm 

15 
 
 
Scout Troop-

7pm 

16Prayer 

Group-9am 
Joy Singers-

10am 

17Bible Study 

–10am 
 

Choir-7:15 pm 

18 19 20 

21Sunday 

School-9am 
Worship-10am 

22 

 
 

Scout Troop-
7pm 

23Prayer 

Group-9am 
Joy Singers– 

10am 

24 

Bible Study-
10am 

Choir—7:15pm 

25 26 27 

28Sunday 

School-9am 
Worship-10am 

Trunk or Treat– 
3-8 pm 

29 

 
 

Scout Troop-
7pm 

30 

Prayer Group-
9am 

Joy Singers– 
10am 

31 

Bible Study-
10am 

 
Choir-7:15pm 
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    St Paul UMC’s Vision Statement. 

 
After the Church Council approved a coached vision 

process 2018; “Does your church have prayer in 

mission toward the promised land, “ earlier this year, 

the Promised Land Taskforce Team of 13 members was 

formed to work on  Phase one of visioning and 

discerning the purpose of the church. During the past 

six months, along with  congregational bible study and 

prayer, the taskforce team has come to a consensus on 

forming the vision of our church.  

St Paul United Methodist Church envisions, “Growing 

into a most joyful and vibrant Christian community, 

unified in loving service to our neighbors, to the glory 

of God.”  

The characteristic of this vision statement is based on 

Jesus’ vision in his  prayer John 17, his priestly prayer 

for his disciples. 

“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I 

am still in the world, so that they may have the full 

measure of my joy within them. I have given them your 

word and the world has hated them, for they are not of 

the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer 

is not that you take them out of the world but that you 

protect them from the evil one. They are not of the 

world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the 

truth; your word truth. As you sent me into the world, I 

Continued on page 2) 
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have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be 

truly sanctified.” (John 17:13-19, NIV) 

 

This vision statement is divided into three ideas: “Live in,” “Live out,” and  “for 

the glory of God.” 

We live in the joy of Jesus Christ in the life of St Paul Church. We envision St 

Paul to be a joyful congregation.  Joy is a spiritual dynamic that characterizes St 

Paul church. We St Paul are called to grow into the full measure of  Christ’s  joy 

within us. 

Secondly, we live out for the community, our neighbors, as Jesus sent us into the 

world, sending us out of the church walls. We are united in love to serve our 

neighbors in Jesus’ name.  

Thirdly, Glorifying God is our conclusive purpose. We live for the glory of God. 

We love for the glory of God. We serve for the glory of God. Jesus prayed, “ I 

have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to 

do.” (John 17:4, NIV). Glorifying God is our deepest purpose that points us to  

meditate on who we are and why we are doing what we are doing in mission and 

ministry of the church.  

 

We pray that God help us to grow and see where God is leading St Paul church 

to.  

“It is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good 

purpose.” (Philippians 2:13, NIV) 

 

Blessings,  

 

Paul  

  

(Continued from page 1) 
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 September 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

Sunday 

School—9am 

Worship-10am 

3Labor Day 

Church Office 

Closed 

Joshua Leader-

ship Orientation 

7pm 

4 

Prayer 

Group—9 am 

5 

Choir-7:15pm 

6   7 

Life line 

Screening 

8:30 am 

8 

9 

Sunday School-

9am 

Worship-10am 

Scouts-2-6pm 

10 

 

Scout Troop 

7pm 

11 

Prayer Group 

9am 

Joy Singers 

10am 

12 

Bible Study—

10am 

Choir-7:15pm 

13Finance 

Committee-7pm 

UMW Potluck - 

5-8:30 pm 

14 15 

16 

Sunday School-

9am 

Worship—10am 

17 

Church Coun-

cil –7pm 

Troop—7pm 

18 

Prayer Group 

9am 

Joy Singers 

10am 

19 

Bible Study—

10am 

Choir-7:15pm 

20 21 22 

23 

Sunday School-

9am 

Worship—10am 

24 

 

Scout Troop-

7pm 

25 

Prayer Group 

9am 

Joy Singers 

Scouts –7pm 

26 

Bible Study—

10am 

Choir-7:15pm 

27 28 29 

30 

Sunday School-

9am 

Worship—10am 
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.Troop 145 started their SECOND year at St. Paul UMC on August 

20th with a huge splash!  Boy Scouts ages 11 to 18 have planned out a 

terrific year of themes, merit badges, skills, campouts and trips to 

build character and fellowship. Troop Meetings are held every Monday in the Activity 

Building at 7:00 PM when Montgomery County schools are open.  Stop by and check 

out what Boy Scouting can offer!  Or, visit www.CburgTroop145.com for a listing of 

dates of upcoming activities. 

 

Veteran's Day Flag Retirement Ceremony – November 12th   

Troop 145 will be celebrating our veterans and what they 

fought for .the U.S. Flag and what it stands for!  A Flag 

Retirement Ceremony will be held in the campfire pit of the 

St. Paul UMC and a dessert reception will be held afterwards 

in the Activity Building.  Local veterans, Pack 145 Cub 

Scouts, members of St. Paul UMC and the community are invited.   Pack/Troop 145 are 

always working with the local VFW and American Legion to properly dispose of old 

and worn out flags which can be brought to any Pack/Troop meetings.  

TIMES  

Be aware of these downtown events which will affect access and usage of 

the church property: 

 Christiansburg High School Homecoming Parade – Wednesday, Sep-

tember 5th 6:00 PM 

 Wilderness Trail Festival – Saturday, September 15th 

 Food Truck Rodeo – Friday, September 21st 5-10 PM 

 Fire Prevention Parade – Tuesday, October 2nd 6:00 PM 

 Holiday Farmers’ Market & Parade – Friday, December 14th   4:00 PM 
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September Birthdays 
 

Ruth Gregory—2    

Julie Rhudy—3 

Jon Thomas—3 

Jack Poff—3 

Ellie Wade—3 

Woody Nester—7 

Diann Eaton—7 

Nancy Badillo—7 

Gloria Faith Cornish—8 

Ronald Hollandsworth—9 

Bill Streich—9 

Janet Schleicher—11 

Katherine Sherman—12 

Allison Sherman—12 

Faye Chrisman—15 

Bill Payne—15 
Denise Warren—16 

Bobbie Akers—18 

Harold Akers—18 

Marjorie Vitale—22 

Sarah East—24 

Jackie Buhrdorf—26 

Sonny Speed—26 

Anna Lee Lawrence—29 

Linn Feggeler—29 

Norma Graham—30 

 

 

 

 

October Birthdays 
 

Cathy Nester—2 

Jessica Petry—6 

Doris Nixon—7 

Billie Jean Hill—8 

Kim Song—9 

Chelsea Sheppard—10 

Janet Shelburne—12 

Isabelle Petry—12 

Mary Adkins—13 

Ann Rhudy—14 

Sandra Ridinger—15 

Bettie Moran—18 

George Rust 111- 19 

Randy Gardner—21 

Terry Mitchell—22 

Randy Sherman—22 

Carrie Cozart—23 

Harvey Sowers—24 

Dawn Bowler—24 

Dorothy Meredith—25 

Mike Byrd—27 

Patrick Cox—27 

Carol Campbell—29 

Peggy Streich—30 
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Finance Report 

If you were present at our service on August 12, you heard me report that our income as 

of June 30, 2018 was $15,814.58 less than our expenses for that six month period. 
 

I also reported that our General Fund (similar to your checking account at home) had 

gone down by $15,814.58 during that same six month period. This is how we covered 

the $15,814.58 shortage in Income vs. Expenses. I calculated that if we each increased 

our giving by 9% each time we give, we could eliminate this almost $16,000 deficit in 

our finances. However, by July 31, this deficit has grown to $17,573.78 and our 

General Fund balance has decreased by this exact same amount. In other words, we are 

depleting our General Fund ( think checking account) balance to pay our bills each 

month.  
 

I also explained that we were behind by almost $27,000 in meeting our Operating 

Budget as of June 30, 2018. Since that time, our deficit has grown even more and is 

now $44,902 as of August 19th.  
 

We have missed meeting our Operating Budget by $30,000 to $50,000 over the last 

four years. When we do that, we lose the opportunity to do many things that were 

budgeted for and needed. We also are not prepared for things that may come down the 

road in terms of needs. Things that come to mind are a new Youth Director/Assistant 

Pastor, handicapped access to the first floor of the Sunday School wing, kitchen 

renovations, heat and air repairs and replacements, etc. 
 

We proved with the Lift Campaign that we can do great things. We buckled down, dug 

deep and succeeded. Think about that 9% that I mentioned. Let’s turn our finances 

around so that St. Paul can do great things in the future! 

Wayne Bishop 
 

Finance Committee Chairman 
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Pack Meeting will have Cub Scouts from ages 5 to 10 years meeting for 
the first time on Tuesday, August 28th at Christiansburg Elementary 
School.   Boys and Girls are encouraged to join Cub Scouts as an 

integrated Pack with different Boy and Girl Dens to enjoy all the adventures in 
citizenship, service, and outdoor fun!  First Den Meetings are scheduled for Sunday, 
September 9th!  Activities planned for this year are available on 
www.CubPack145.com  

 
Pack 145s September PACK Meeting will be Tuesday, September 25th.  

There will be lots of field games on the lawn of St. Paul UMC to offer 

some friendly competition.   Watermelon spitting, ring toss, kick the can, 

etc. are among the fun offered to families of Pack 145 and St. Paul UMC. 

 

 

Pack and Troop 145 will be taking popcorn orders to help raise funds for 

all its wonderful activities for Cub and Boy Scouts. If you would like to 

order some popcorn, please call 381-1077. 

 
 

Sunday, October 29th beginning at 6:30PM.  This is the 9th year of this 

cooperative effort with St. Paul UMC, Troop 145 Boy Scouts, and 

Venture Crew 145.  Trunks are open to Cub Scouts, their siblings, as well 

as children from St. Paul and the surrounding community.  Trunks will 

stay open until the candy and prizes are gone.   All St. Paul Church 

members are challenged to open their trunks, decorate for this fall festival and join the fun 

this year to make this BIGGEST Trunk-or-Treat event ever as a 

community outreach!   
 

Den #2 Bear Cubs Scouts will be continuing their conservation project 

of collecting plastic bags and film to earn benches made of plastic.  
These Cub Scouts have already collected 1200 lbs and have two very 

decorative benches to install around the St. Paul campfire pit.  The 

goal is to begin collecting again in October to earn 2-3 more benches 

for use around St. Paul UMC.  If you wish to help the Cub Scouts in 
this project, please drop off your plastic bags and film to any Cub 

Scout event in the Activity Building.  A cardboard collection box is 

also available in the kitchen next to the blue recycle bin donated by Pack 145.  Thanks for helping 

Cub Scouts Save the World! 
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Attention Joy Singers   

We will begin practice on Tuesday, September 11th at 10:00 am in the 

choir room. If you haven’t heard about us the Joy Singers is a great 

ministry at St. Paul. We look forward to seeing everyone and welcoming 

new members into this ministry. We hope you can join us for singing, 

praise and fellowship. For more information contact Phyllis Clarkson at 

382-1461.  

      

 

 

   IT’S A WRAP—COMMUNITY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

Our community vacation Bible School, “It Takes a Village” was a huge success! 
The Planning Team of all four churches, Christiansburg Presbyterian, Asbury UMC, Park 

UMC, and St. Paul UMC thank all who helped in so many ways.  We had 55 dedicated 

volunteers. 

Thanks to our own: Jessica and Elliot Petry; Kat, Erin, and Nate Birchfield; Amanda Chrisley.  
Thanks to Marietta Hanks and her wonderful kitchen team who served 120 plates on their 

Tuesday night “shift”.   

Thanks to the Willing Workers who gave generously for the purchase of the meal entrée and to 
others of you who helped provide.  We thank our community 

Early Responders (Fire, Rescue, Sheriff, and Police) who brought their vehicles, talked with the 

kids, and joined in recreation. Thanks to our speakers from Community Housing Partners, 
MCEAP, and Women’s Resource Center, and to the adults who attended those sessions and 

gave donations to these organizations.  And most of all we thank the 61 children who made 

our Bible School a lively, loving, and giving event. Their main craft project was making 

blankets,  that they presented to the Women’s Resource Center. Over half of these children 
were not affiliated with any of our 4 churches, so it was truly a community outreach. 

Christiansburg Presbyterian Church is still talking about the blessings they received in hosting 

this event. 
As St. Paul focuses on its vision for the future, we include in that vision the Community 

Vacation Bible School, for the torch passes to us as host church next year.  

Page 5 
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THE JOURNEY TO THE PROMISED LAND  

 
This journey began in January, 2018 as Pastor Paul introduced to St. Paul “A New Thing”, 

 a focus on spiritual renewal and transformation.  The question was, “What is God’s plan for 

St. Paul?” At the March 19th meeting, Church Council voted to pursue “Does Your Church 

Have a Prayer, a Process for Discerning the Will of God”, with Tom Nealy as our coach. This 

visioning process was chosen because it engaged the entire congregation in six weeks of Bible 
Study. 

All congregational voices could be heard in these small group studies!  The 13 member 

Promised Land Task Force was selected, representing a cross-section of the congregation.  

They were presented to the church and the Visioning Process was “launched” in Sunday ser-
vice. After reading the book “Does Your Church Have a Prayer?” the team met with our coach, 

as he outlined the Visioning Process, emphasizing this is Phase I the Visioning Phase. The Mis-

sion Phase/Action Plan would not begin until the Fall. Tom encouraged us to “trust the pro-
cess”, to listen to God, and listen to each other in our church family.  In May, the sermons 

and group Bible studies were underway. This time together witnessed to a re-vitalization, a 

spirit of excitement and anticipation as 60 folks studied, shared, and sought God’s plan for 

our church together! In May and June, Margie and Marietta presented the Vision Moment and 

prayer. The Promised Land Team continued to meet with Tom via video, sharing why they 

wanted to be a part of this exciting journey, how the studies were speaking to them, what they 

were hearing from their church family, and what promptings they were feeling from God. July 
12th the team met in retreat to share the Community and Church profiles and to create a Vision 

Statement. Each member created a personal interpretation, inspired by the studies, the re-

sources, the listening, and the prayers. Our submissions had much commonality. We then fo-
cused on the key words and themes. For the next 4 weeks, we thought and prayed on the next 

step, meditating on the key words, on what we had learned in the studies, and listening for 

God’s guidance.  On August 12th the team met to fine-tune a vision statement that reflected 

what we discerned to be God’s vision, and thus our vision, for St. Paul. Each member contribut-
ed as we wrestled with the wording to reflect our consensus of thought. Last night Church 

Council approved the Vision Statement:  “St. Paul United Methodist Church envisions grow-

ing into a most joyful and vibrant Christian community, unified in loving service to our 
neighbors, to the glory of God”. We celebrate this first step! What comes next?  In the Fall, 

Pastor Paul’s sermons and a 6 week, 4 group Bible study will explore God’s calling in these 

key words. These words will form the foundation on which our church Action Plan will be 

based.  Make plans to join this Journey to the Promised Land.  It promises to be an inspiring, 

joyful trek together! 

                                                           Joyce Stevens, Promised Land Taskforce Team Chair 
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                                    UPDATE 

The St. Paul United Methodist Men are tasking themselves to be 

more noticeable in the church.   After the August brunch meeting, 

the UMM devised a list of missions…. 

 Conduct an October Fast followed by dinner at Alta Mons.  

 Join more Scouting Events.  

 UMM along with all St. Paul UMC members are encouraged to attend any 

 Pack/Troop/Crew 145 activity.   

 A UMM Member could serve as Troop Chaplain or to simply share a     

 devotion with the scouts at different events.  

 Take a trip to a local Scout Camp. 

 Arrange quarterly a work day at Camp Alta Mons. 

 Offer to assist the Activity Building Shower project.  

 Schedule a joint brunch with the UMW. 

 Offer a variance of meeting events/days/times. 

 Expand connection with District and Conference. 

 

The UMM also hope to grow in number by encouraging more St. Paul males to 

visit, to bring a friend and inviting men from nearby UMCs to join in a meal and 

great fellowship.     For now, please mark these dates for our next meetings: 

 Thursday, September 20, 2018 at 6:30 PM – George Rust and Jim Mattox will 

organize.  

 Thursday, October  18th   

 Thursday, November 15th  

Attention Seniors!  
Instead of the First Thursday Luncheon, we will have “Hump Day 

Mystery Trip”. The first Wednesday of the month, starting on October  

3rd, be at St. Paul at 10:30 am. Times may change week to week.  

St. Paul provides transportation,  

you provide your own funds. See you in October! 
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ACCEPT A PLACE OF SERVICE IN YOUR CHURCH 
 

 1. Accept it with humility. You’re not up to the task alone, but with God’s help 

and favor you can do the job! 
 

 2. Accept it prayerfully. You know your weakness, problems, and limitations. 

God knows them, too. Seek His help. Pray for wisdom, guidance, and strength. 
 

 3. Accept it with determination. This is a job you will do well. Determine that 

you will do all that is expected and more. Through this task you can make a lasting 

contribution to the Lord’s work. 
 

 4.  Accept it with dedication. Knowing that you belong to God, pledge yourself 

to be used of Him in this important part of His work. 
 

 5. Accept it with joy.  Pray this prayer of praise and thanks: “Thank you, Lord, 

and fellow church  members, for this opportunity and your trust. I claim the blessings 

and satisfaction I expect from God as I do my work for Him.” 
.  

 

 

HOW TO GROW AS A CHRISTIAN  

 
   Go to God in prayer daily (John 15:7). 

 

   Read God’s Word regularly (Acts 17:11). 

 

   Obey God consistently (John 14:21). 

 

   Witness for Christ by your words and your life (Matt. 4:19). 

 

   Trust God for every detail of your life. (I Peter 5:7). 

 

   Holy Spirit —allow God to control and empower your                  

    life (Gal. 5:16-17). 


