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The Church Picnic is a memorable occasion where families relax and enjoy an afternoon outdoors together, sharing food and conversation. Mark your calendars and plan
to bring along your friends for an afternoon of fellowship!
Please bring your favorite or dessert to share.
Hot dogs, hamburgers, condiments and drinks will be provided by the church.
DATE: Sunday, June 10, 2018
TIME: We will gather at 4:00pm and eat at 5:00pm.
LOCATION: Church side parking lot next to kitchen.
If it rains, the picnic will be in the Fellowship Hall.
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Vision Process 2018: A Journey to the Promised Land
“A New Thing,” the prophetic voice of the Prophet Isaiah,
was the theme of the Virginia Annual Conference last year.
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you
not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and
streams in the wasteland.” (Isaiah 43:19). It inspired us to
pray for God’s new thing that God would bring to St Paul
Church. “Discerning the will of God together” has been our
spiritual practice in pastoral ministry and in lay leadership.
This led us to “Vision Process 2018: A Journey to the
Promised Land,” a coached strategic planning for the
mission and ministry of the church based on the biblical
model. The first step was a congregational call for prayer
and reading through the Bible. “Bible Reading Plan 2018,”
has been practiced among the congregation since January.
All members and friends of St Paul church were invited to
practice daily Bible reading as scheduled so that they might
read through all books of the Bible at the end of the year.
Daily reading begins with prayer, “ Lord, illumine me by
the power of the Holy Spirit--- my mind and heart as I am
reading the Scripture today. Help me to know you, your
will, and your purpose that you would reveal it in your
Word. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.” The Reading
booklet provides space to take notes of reflection on God’s
character, God’s will, God’s purpose that are revealed in
the passages.
The Promised Land Taskforce Team was formed and we
had a consecration service for this leadership team during
worship in April. A congregational wide six week Bible
Continued on page 2)
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Study to seek the vision of God and to study the reality of
our church and community was offered starting the week
of May 6, offering four weekly classes for all to come at
their convenience. We have had wonderful participation in
the Bible Study, with about 60 church members and
friends attending. If you missed the first week, it is not too
late to begin. Please contact me or Jane, the Bible Study
Coordinator to find which classes you want to join and to
get the study book.
“Vision Moment and Prayer,” is congregational sharing
and prayer during worship for six weeks.
By the end of this summer, we will have a clear vision and
mission of St Paul toward which we will continue to
respond to God’s call to build up the church through
mission and ministries by short term, mid term, and long
term base practices.
The goal of our prayer, along with our planning process, is
seeking the will of God diligently, as we grow deeper and
stronger in faith, and in relationship with God in Jesus
Christ our Lord, living vitally in love, in joy, and
witnessing the love and salvation of God to the community
and to the world through mission.
It is God through Christ who called us, and leads us to
God’s promised land. God calls and God accomplishes
God’s vision through us. it is all about our vision process
2018.
In Christ,
Moonsup “Paul”
Pastor
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A True
Follower of
Jesus
You must be born again.

Sun

Mon

A person who prays. Start
each day with prayer.

1Prayer

Obey Him
(John 8:12)
Love Him!
(Mark 12:30)
Share Him
(Matthew 28:19)
Serve Him
(John 12:26)

Wed

2

Group-9am
Joy Singers10am

Listen to Jesus
(Matthew 17:5)
Believe Him – live by faith
(John 3:16)

Tue

6Sunday

7

Thu

3Prayer

Fri

4

5

11

12

19

Shawl Ministry—10:00
am

8Prayer

9Children’s 10

School 9am
Worship-10am

Group-9am
Joy Singers10am
Joshua-7pm

Choir6:30pm
Choir7:15pm

13Sunday 14

15Prayer 16

17Prayer 18

School 9am
Worship-10am

Group-9am
Joy Singers10am

Shawl Ministry-10:00am

20Sunday 21

22Prayer 23

School-9am
Worship-10am

Group-9am
Joy Singers10am

Be willing to suffer for Him
(Philippians 1:29)

Children’s
Choir-6:30pm
Choir-7:15pm

24

Children’s
Choir-6:30pm
Choir-7:15 pm

27Sunday 28

29Prayer 30

School-9am
Worship-10am

Group-9am

Memorial Day
Church Office
Closed

Sat

31

25

26
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Pack 145 will be allowing girls to join Cub
Scouts per the new National Boy Scouts of
America policy. Integrated Lion and Tiger
Dens as well as separate Wolf, Bear and
Webelos Dens will allow curiosity and new
experiences in a fun and positive environment to flourish at St. Paul UMC.
Recruitment – Anytime is a Good Time to Join Pack
145!
No foolin’!
Cub Scouting is where the fun is! A balanced program of
outdoor, citizenship, and sportsmanship adventures await boys
and girls ages 5-10 years old. Know of a friend or family
member very interested in the adventures that Cub Scouts and
Pack 145 can offer? Please encourage him to join! Visit www.CubPack145.com and
the “JOIN TODAY” webpage.
Troop 145 meets in the Activity Building
at 7:00pm every Monday evening that
Montgomery County Schools are open.
May 18th-20th —Foster Falls Campout
June 4th—Big Ideas Day—where ideas for 20182019 Scout year will be brainstormed by all the
members of Troop 145 to make next year even more
fun than this year!
June 10th—Eagle Ceremony—for the first Eagle ranked Boy Scout of Troop 145, Jackson
Porter at 3:00pm.
June 11th—Court of Honor to recognize the rank advancements and merit badge completions
of all Troop 145 Boy Scouts!
June 17th—week to Summer Camp in/around Camp Ottari in Pulaski County.
Troop 145 is planning monthly events in June and July then restart in August. Stay tuned for
more information.
The Troop 145 is seeking members, especially a Troop Chaplin, to meet the 2nd Monday of
each month and witness the great advancement of these young boys.
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May Birthdays
Gene Peyton - 1
Louise Quesenberry - 2
Sara Charlton - 4
Dale Nelson - 4
Carmen Thompson - 4
Doug Kanney - 6
Susan Harrison - 6
Ian Jordan - 7
Lucille Dobbins - 8
Kris Buhrdorf - 9
Rusty McCoy - 9
Rachel Feggeler - 9
Steven Feggeler - 9
Noah Petry - 12
Jackie Sutphin - 12
Owen Tucker - 12
Erin Birchfield - 13
Melissa Gunter - 14
Dave Duncan - 16
Jerome Long - 17
Brooks Sherman - 18
James Pharis - 18
Stuart Cochran - 20
Fred Koziol - 20
Josephine Miles - 20
Julia Dickenson - 21
Jace Thompson - 24
Tommy Myers - 25
Sharon Davis - 25
John Eanes - 30
Jane Stafford - 31
Marietta Hanks - 31
Dolly Goss - 31

June Birthdays
Brenda Woolwine - June 1
Josie Bishop - June 1
Sami Oty - June 2

Kasey Bowler - June 3
Kelli Buhrdorf - June 6
Megan Arthur - June 13
Roger Woolwine - June 15
Cynthia Ferguson - June 19
Chip Lawson - June 20

Patty Lusk - June 22
Emily Fitch - June 23
Inessa Cooper - June 24
Alex Barrett - June 26
Irene Arthur - June 27
Tiffany Cunningham - June 28

Vickie Sciarretta - June 30
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KITS FOR CONFERENCE: The Virginia Annual Conference is collecting UMCOR Kits
that will be used in helping Third World countries. St. Paul UMW has for years been
donating to this effort to help our conference purchase materials needed to make the kits.
This year, the St. Paul Mission/Outreach Committee is joining in to open this mission
project to our entire church family. To make a donation, simply write out a check to St. Paul
UMC with “UMCOR” on the memo line and drop the check in the collection plate one
Sunday in May. Our church treasurer will collect the donations and send the collective
amount to the conference. UMW donations will still be handled through the UMW unit
treasury.
So, what can your donation get for folks in need? Check out this chart:
Birthing Kit $8
School Kit $11
Health Kit $12
Sewing Kit $18
Baby Layette Kit $35
Bedding Kit $50
Cleaning Bucket Kit $55
For very little money, we can make a huge difference in the
lives of others!

This new Communion Table is
given in loving memory of Evan
and Katie King by their son Evan
“Buddy” King.
The table was dedicated on
Communion Sunday, May 6.
We thank Buddy for this
precious gift to St Paul church.

with Cub Scout PACK 145

Tuesday, May 22nd – Pack Promotion Picnic

Time to celebrate the grand 2017-2017 Scout Year! Grilled meal will be provided along with
the promotion of all ranks.

Saturday, May 26th – 14th Annual Flags with VFW at
Sunset Cemetery
Cub Scout Day Camp – Week of June 4th

Cub Scouts will explore ways to make a difference and show the world
some love. Boys and girls, ages 6 to 10, who are willing to join the fun
of Cub Scouts will get an adventure-packed week of field trips and
conservation lessons.



Sunday, August 5th – Welcome Back Day to Cub Scouts and family along with St.
Paul UMC kids and any recruits! With summer winding down and school about to
restart, this is a good time for some giant water slide fun!



Sunday, August 12th – Open House – There will be games, crafts and challenges for
the kids of St. Paul and the community to experience what Cub Scouting has to offer!



First Pack Meeting – Tuesday, August 28th
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Venture Crew 145 is a co-ed Scouting group of 14
-20 year olds who seek monthly adventures.
Please consider trying a new outdoor challenge!
Saturday, June 23rd – Clatyor Lake Day
Weekend of July 29th – VC Wakefest
Saturday, August 11th or Sunday, August 12th – Whitewater Rafting Trip
September TBD – Trip to Theme Park or a visit Crimper’s Gym

Wants To Grow
The UMM initiates spiritual growth opportunities for all men of St. Paul and from
the community. Men of different gifts, graces and areas of interest are
encouraged to attend monthly meetings on the third Thursday at 6:30 PM.
Please mark your 2018 calendars:
May 17th
June 21st
July 19th
August 16th

September 20th
October 18th
November 15th—Alta Mons
December - no meeting

Bring a friend, enjoy a meal, share in fellowship and help grow the UMM for
bigger purposes!
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UMW News
As always, the UMW has been very busy about the work of the kingdom and
bringing the practical good news to women, children, and families at home and
around the world. Thank you all for your support.
Ongoing – Our UMW continues their support of the Women’s Resource Center, the
Baby Shoppe, McCeap, individual personal support, and many others. On the national
level, we contribute to District and Conference needs. Among these are ‘Days for
Girls’, UMCOR kits for needs such as birthing, cleaning, school, etc. Several of our
women volunteered their time and resources to tutor school children.
We are currently seeking names of this year’s graduates from high school and college; please let us know if you have or know of someone in your family.
September and onward
We will honor members from our congregation whose service and heart to ministry
and mission are outstanding. These will be recognized in our regular Sunday
morning worship.
On September 13th we will meet as a unit to celebrate our new year of work with
the UMW. As in last year, we will invite local church women to join us – and
those also who may have no formal church. Come on out and see what we can
do together!
Our presentation on Human Trafficking has been postponed to October 21st at 5
PM. The extr a time will allow time to pr actice, or ganize, get the wor d out –
and all the myriad of preparations that must be done. We want this to be a successful endeavor. Please pray for us and consider how you can help – men,
women, children, old, young, talented and not so much! This is very much a
joint endeavor with several churches in the area participating. We are most
grateful to Asbury and Freda Johnson who has written our play. Special thanks
to Shirley Brown, our Social Action Chair for all of her hard work and patience.
Future:
We are considering many ways to increase our membership and participation in this
mission outreach. Let’s hear from each of you – what are
your thoughts?
Bereavement:
Bereavement dinners continue to be provided to families in
their time of need.

ST. PAUL’S PAGES

MARCH/APRIL 2018
Page 6

Page 7

IT TAKES A VILLAGE
COMMUNITY VBS

THE PROMISED LAND JOURNEY IS UNDERWAY!

Save the date: July 23 (Monday) thru July 26 (Thursday)
6-8 PM Dinner provided
Inclusive of ALL AGES

St. Paul United Methodist Church in Christiansburg, Virginia has embarked on a
journey, a journey toward The Promised Land that God has planned for us. This is an
exciting and challenging time for our church as we travel together! In our study
groups we will be gaining insights, as we listen to each other and as we listen for
God’s guidance. We, as individuals, may not always agree along the way, but we will
always respect what each person has to say. We don’t know what statement, what
observation, what thought, God is going to use to plot our course. We just need to
keep open minds and open hearts as we share, pray, and discern God’s will. The
Israelites followed the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. I think the key to
our journey is to follow, not to get ahead of God.

Highlights of this 2018 Vacation Bible School:
1. St. Paul is partnering with 3 churches (Park, Asbury and Presbyterian), while inviting
all other churches to participate, in this Community VBS. Hosting this event will be
our neighbor, Main St. Presbyterian.
2. Each of the 4 churches will be in charge of the meal one evening. St. Paul’s night will
be Wednesday, July 25th. Please see Joyce Stevens to volunteer your help; fun
promised.
3. For our adult participants, special presentations by several resource groups in the
community will be featured. This is a great way to learn about our wonderful
community offerings as well as learning how we, as a church, can help.
4. Pre-school and Elementary school age children will be happily engaged in the stories,
crafts and music, with the Youth assisting as “big brothers/big sisters.
5. Nursery will be provided for the youngest.
6. Recreation time will be exciting as we share it with our Local Heroes!

We will have flyers out soon. Meanwhile, spread the word to friends and neighbors!!

Joyce Stevens, Promised Land Taskforce Chairman

Your Promised Land Task Force has met twice with our coach, Tom Nealy. We are
truly “on board” for this venture. Each member has expressed their love of the
church, their dedication to the mission, and their faith that God will lead us to our
destination. That destination is how we, the St. Paul church family, will “glorify God
through our lives together”.
What is God calling us to do? Let us all stay prayerful and receptive!
The Promised Land
Taskforce Team on video
Conference.
Pictured are from the left:
Tom Bell, Marietta Hanks,
Joyce Stevens(Team
Chair), Megan Brooks,
Matt Birchfield, John
Bowler, Marjorie Vitale,
Jessica Petry, Jane
Collen, Robert Chapin,
Dennis Semones, Bob
Birchfield, and Tom
Neally(Coach) on the
laptop scheen. Pastor
Paul is not shown
because he took the
picture.

