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From the Pastor’s Study
Fri

Sat

Life Together With the Lord.
What would it be like living a life after the resurrection of
Jesus?

1
Prayer Shawl
Ministry—10am

4

5

6

7

8

Sunday School9am
Worship-10am
Mission/outreach
-11:15am

Staff Meeting10:00 am

Prayer Group9:00am

Last Choir
Practice–
7:15pm

Circle Ruth10:00am

11

12

13

14

Prayer Group9:00am
Circle Naomi-2pm
Circle Esther-7pm

Sunday School9:00am
Worship10:00am

18

19

20

Sunday School-

Vacation Bible
School Begins
6:00-8:00pm

Prayer Group9:00am

26

27

28

Prayer Group9:00am

District Common Table
10am-12noon

9:00am
Worship-10:00am
Annual Conference Ends

25
Sunday School9:00am
Worship10:00am

21

2
First 1/2
day Friday

9

15

16

Prayer Shawl
Ministry-10am

Annual
Conference
Begins

22

23
Last Day of
Vacation Bible
School

29

30

3

10

17

24

Easter as a season is over. The celebration of Easter with
busy programs and activities has passed. Shelves in the
stores that used to be filled with Easter goods have been
replaced by other seasonal ones. Families and friends have
returned to their homes. We are left with the feeling of sitting alone in the theater after a big performance, just remembering the crowds sitting together, applauding the
players, looking at the empty stage.
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3
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3

Backpack program

4

Upcoming Event

4

However, the post resurrection stories in the Bible describe
a totally different picture. The risen Christ continued to
work in and through people, and made their lives different.
They experienced vitality, dynamics in life. A new community was formed. The gospel spread powerfully.

Church Directory

5

Choir News

5

June Birthdays

6

UMCOR

6

UMW News

7

All are about the transforming presence of the risen Christ.
The risen Lord never left. He was always with his people.
The “Emmaus story” in Luke 24: 13-49 is one example.
On the day of resurrection, two down cast people walked to
Emmaus from Jerusalem. They talked with each other
about what had happened in Jerusalem. They were sad for
the death of the prophet whom they had believed would
redeem Israel. They were still doubtful about what they had
heard, that he was raised from the dead. Their hearts were
heavy with disappointment, doubt, fear, and sadness.

VBS News

8

Pre School

9

2017 Graduates

10

May Calendar

11

June Calendar

12

The risen Christ appeared to them. This was the second
time he appeared to people after his resurrection, the first

Continued on page 2)
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time being the women at the tomb early in the morning.
He taught these two people about the prophet. He helped
them open their eyes to see the risen Lord walking with
them. They experienced conversion with their hearts burning within them. Their lives were changed, made vital,
with joy and expectation. They turned back to Jerusalem to
join with the other disciples saying, “It is true. The Lord
has risen. We have seen the risen Lord on our way.” Individual life was changed and the new community was
formed living life together with the Lord.
The life after Easter is living vitally in the presence of the
risen Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus promised, “Surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20).
In His presence,
Paul
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May
Birthdays

Gene Peyton—1
Louise Quesenberry-2
Dale Nelson—4
Carmen Thompson—4
Doug Kanney—6
Lucille Dobbins—8
Kris Buhrdorf—9
Rusty McCoy—9
Rachel Feggeler-9
Steven Feggeler—9
Noah Petry—12
Jackie Sutphin—12
Erin Birchfield—13
Melissa Gunter—14
Dave Duncan—16
Jerome Long—17
James Pharis—18
Brooks Sherman—18
Stuart Cochran—20
Josephine Miles—20
Jace Thompson—24
Sharon Davis—25
Tommy Myers—25
John Eanes—30
Marietta Hanks—31
Dolly Goss—31

May 2017
Sun

Mon

1

7

Sunday

8

School—9 am
Worship—
10 am

Tue

Thu

2

3

4

Group—9 am
Joy Singers10 am

Children’s
Choir-6;30 PM
Bible Study7pm
Choir-7:15pm

Shawl—10 am
First Thursday
Luncheon11:45am

9

10

11

Group-9am
Joy Singers-10
Circle Naomi2pm
Cir.Esther-7pm

6pm
Children’s
Choir-6:30pm
Study-7pm
Choir-7:15pm

Ruth—12 noon

Prayer

Prayer

Dinner-6pm

Dinner-

Prayer

Circle

14

15

16

17

18

School-9am
Worship-10am

Church Council
-7:00pm

Group-9am

6pm
Study-7pm
Choir—7:15pm

Prayer Shawl—
10:00am

25

Sunday

Prayer

Joy Singers-10
am

MOTHER’S
DAY

Dinner-

21

22

23

24

Sunday School9am
Worship-10am

SPRC Meeting7pm

Group-9am
Joy Singers10am

Dinner-6pm
Study-7pm
Choir-7:15pm
LAST DAY OF
SCHOOL

28

29

30

Sunday School9am
Worship-10am

Memorial
Day

Prayer Group9am
Joy Singers10am

Prayer

A Prayer for Us Today
O God, who gave us minds to know You, hearts to
love You, and voices to sing your praises: send Your
Spirit among us; that, confronted by Your truth, we
may be free to worship You as we should, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Wed

Church
Office Closed

31
Choir-7:15pm

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27
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Report From the Trustees

2017 Graduates—

Lindsey Hanks — Costal Carolina granddaughter of Marietta Hanks
Daughter of Charles & Linda Hanks
Taylor Newman—Master of Medical Science degree from Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine
Son of Jay & Kim Newman

On Sunday, April 30th at a called Charge Conference, a vote was called
for to approve the motion that St. Paul begin a campaign to fund the
installation of a vertical lift (elevator) in the church. The motion was approved by the members in attendance. With great excitement we look
forward to the completion of this project which will provide access to
our entire building. -Jim Kirk, Trustee Chairman
The Fine Art of Forgiveness

Kenny Custer III — Virginia Tech
Son of Kenneth and Shari Custer, grandson of Dewey & Patty Lusk

The art of forgiving those who wrong us is one of the greatest spiritual graces. Here are
some principles of forgiveness that are based on the teachings of the Bible:

Matthew Harrison Modlin — BA in International Relations at Roanoke
College
Grandson of Marjorie Modlin

1) Remember how often God has forgiven you when you do not deserve His forgiveness.
2) List the blessings and the mercies which you have received from the hand of God
and which you did not deserve.
3) Remember that the Spirit of Christ lives in you and that He will enable you to forgive, even as Christ forgave those who wronged Him.

Timothy Song—Virginia Tech
Son of Paul & Kim Song
Allison Sherman—University of South Carolina
Daughter of Randy & Mary Sherman
Jonathan Lindsey—North East High School, Manchester, PA
Son of Greg & Jennifer Lindsey, Grandson of Jim & Nancy Mattox

Congratulations!

4) Begin now to pray earnestly for God to bless the person who has wronged you.
5) Make a special effort to surprise the person who has wronged you with some act
of kindness or thoughtfulness—a birthday card, an anniversary gift, a letter.
6) Repeat slowly and thoughtfully this phrase from the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors.”
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Rules for Growing Christians
Belview UMC Backpack Program: Belview United Methodist Church, located on Rt. 114 near Belview Elementary
School, administers, funds and distributes food to needy
students at Belview Elementary, Falling Branch Elementary,
Christiansburg Middle and Montgomery Central schools in
our Christiansburg area. This is a huge undertaking for such
a small church. They currently provide 217 food backpacks
per week, feeding students who otherwise might go hungry over week-ends when
they are without access to school lunch programs. With a budget of $20,000 per year,
they are always in need of monetary donations. One way to donate is to simply send a
check to the program at Belview UMC, 3619 Onyx Drive, Radford, VA 24141. (memo
line – Backpack Program) Another is to link your Kroger Plus card to their program. At
www.krogercommunityrewards.com you can register your card under Belview UMC
org number 91101. Kroger will donate 5% of your purchases to the backpack program.
We hope you will make every effort to support this very worthwhile program!

THE WITNESS
COMMITTEE would
like to announce an upcoming event so EVERYONE would have a lot of
notice and be able to take part! This event will take place on Sunday, September 10, 2017. At this time we would like for every family to BRING A
FRIEND to church. So mar k your calendar s and star t making your
list! More to come later!

Don’t neglect your prayer time. It is the br eath of the soul.
Don’t neglect your Bible. It is your swor d for conquest, your hammer for construction.
your guiding light for dreary days.
Don’t neglect your body. It is the capital on which you ar e to do business for the
rest of your life.
Don’t neglect your mind. It is your channel for r eaching up to the ver y thoughts of
God.
Don’t neglect your laugh. The Bible teaches that “a merry heart doeth good like a
medicine.
Don’t neglect your reputation. It is the gold with which you will meet the demands
of a complex civilization.
Don’t neglect your influence. It will point other people to the living God whom you
serve.

St. Paul Preschool

We are about to finish another successful year of preschool. The 4-year old students are looking forward
to their graduation in May.
Our St. Paul Preschool will have a new director/
teacher for the coming school year fall of 2017. Stephanie Walker will take Jennifer Caudill’s place. Jennifer is moving out of the area. We would like to
thank her for her years of service. Stephanie will be
joining Allison Sawyers who will continue to teach.

Welcome Stephanie!
St. Paul Preschool is still accepting applications for the 3 year old class for fall 2017,
and applications for the waiting list for the 4-year old class as well.
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As the weather warms up, we look forward to a wonderful summer here at St Paul. We especially
hope you will join us for our Super Hero themed Vacation Bible School June 19-23. Ages 4
through 5th Grade are welcome! Also, we hope you will join us for our summer mission trip to
Clendenin, West Virginia.
Also this summer, the youth Sunday School will finish up their Curriculum on People in the Bible
and we will then start topic based curriculum that the Students have expressed interest in. Join us
for some deep discussion in the topics that the students have chosen!
I have also continued developing ties between St Paul and the community. I will begin volunteering with Young Life at Christiansburg High School this fall and I will be helping Straight Street reestablish in the NRV. These are both incredibly important ministries that will help us reach the
community.
I have also begun serving as District Youth Co-chair for Roanoke District Common Table. My Cochair, Paula Coker-Jones from South Roanoke UMC, and I look forward to having more district
youth events and incorporate more youth leadership into the District to continue to develop the
connectional system that continues to connect us as Methodist!
Finally, I want to thank you all once again for the prayers and patience in the past few months in
the loss of my Grandfather and Uncle. The outpouring of love and support has been simply amazing as my family and I continue to grieve.
Agape,
Michelle West
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
do not fear, for I am with you,
do not be afraid, for I am your God;
I will strengthen you, I will help you,
I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.
Isaiah 41:10 NRSV
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COMING SOON TO OUR CHURCH will be a
new pictorial directory of our church family!
The directory will help us to connect names and faces.
PLEASE plan on participating. We want both members and non-members to share in this event and receive a complimentary 8x10 Custom Natural Portrait

and a free directory.
We are giving you plenty of time to put this event on your calendars!
Mark MARCH 21-24, 2018 for this new directory and be part of making it the best
one yet! More later as we get closer to the date!
-Witness Committee

Calling all singers and musicians! Adult Choir
anthems are coming to an end for the summer, so
we are in need of summer singers and/or musicians! A lot of choir members volunteer their time
to prepare summer anthems, but it doesn't have to
be only choir members! If you would like to sing
or play an instrument for a summer anthem let
Heather McClaugherty know! Summer anthems start June 25.
heathermcclaugherty@gmail.com
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UMW News

June Birthdays
Brenda Woolwine—1
Josie Bishop—1
Kasey Bowler—3
Kelli Buhrdorf—6
Megan Arthur—13
Roger Woolwine—15
Cynthia Ferguson—19Chip Lawson—20
Patty Lusk –22
Emily Fitch—23
Alex Barrett—26
Irene Arthur—27
Tiffany Cunningham-28
Vickie Sciarretta—30
Treva Toothman—30

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Kits: The Virginia Annual
Conference is collecting UMCOR Kits that will be used in helping Third World
countries. St. Paul UMW has for years been donating to this effort to help our
conference purchase materials needed to make the kits. This year, the St. Paul
Mission/Outreach Committee is joining in to open this mission project to our entire church family. To make a donation, simply write out a check to St. Paul
UMC with “UMCOR” on the memo line and drop the check in the collection
plate one Sunday in May. Our church treasurer will collect the donations and
send the collective amount to the conference. UMW donations will still be handled through the UMW unit treasury.
So, what can your donation get for folks in need? Check out this chart:
Birthing Kit
$8
School Kit
$11
Health Kit
$12
Sewing Kit
$18
Baby Layette Kit
$35
Bedding Kit
$50
Cleaning Bucket Kit $55

Spring – a time of renewal, a time of new life, time to step out into the new life that is ours in
the risen Savior.
And how busy the UMW is in this new season. As we write this newsletter there is much new activity around us.

On April 16, we are beginning a new venture for St Paul and the UMW at St. Paul by hosting a 6
week seminar on the management of Chronic Illness and Disease. This is a workshop for those
who are experiencing chronic disease or health conditions together with their family members/
caregivers. The workshop and all materials are free to attendees. The materials are professionally
done and the leaders are state certified. We have enjoyed a good response from the community
and St. Paul congregation. There will be drawings for free prizes as well as a free CD provided to
each attendee. We look forward to meeting each and every person who will be able to attend and
hope this workshop can become a resource for the community.
All of this is being presented by the New River Valley Agency on Aging. Thank you Tina King,
Carol Walters, Elizabeth Gray, and our own Gary Talkington, who worked hard and passionately
to bring this outreach to St. Paul UMC. And thank you St Paul UMC for your enthusiastic support.
Here are some other things on our plate recently
On April 8th, 10 ladies from St. Paul UMW attended the Spiritual Life retreat at Alta Mons.
Ruth Circle presented the Belview UMC Backpack Program. Belview is a small church with a big
heart that provides backpacks full of food to needy school children in several local elementary and
middle schools. We can all participate in this mission outreach with just a little effort. Contact
Karen Poff or Marjie Vitale for more information.
The UMW is providing money for kits to take to conference later this spring. These kits provide
bedding, cleaning kits, infants birthing kits, and many other supplies to folks who need them.
We are dedicated to the mission of the church especially as it concerns women, children, and families. Our mission is to bring the kingdom of Christ to earth – one person at a time. Come and
check us out!
Happy Spring We are dedicated to the mission of the church especially as it concerns women,
children, and families. Our mission is to bring the kingdom of Christ to earth – one person at a
time. Come and check us out! Happy spring!

For very little money, we can make a huge difference in the lives of others.
For very little money, we can make a huge difference in the lives of others!
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Happy Spring

