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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2Communion 

Sunday 

Sunday School-9am 

Worship  - 10 am 

3 4 

Prayer Group-9 am 

Joy Singers-10 am 

5Bible Study-

10am, Dinner-6pm,  

Children’s  Choir 

6:30pm, Bible Study

-7pm, Choir-7:15 

6First Thursday 

Luncheon-11:45am 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry—10am 

7 8 

9 

EASTER CANTATA 

Sunday School-9am 

Worship 10am 

10 11 

Prayer Group-9am 

Joy Singers-10am 

Circle Naomi-2pm 

Circle Esther-7pm 

12 

Regular Wednesday 

Schedule 

13 

Circle Ruth-10am 

14 

Church Office 

Closed 

15 

16EASTER 

Sunrise Service-

6:45am 

Sunday School-

9am 

Worship-10am 

17 18 

Prayer Group-9am 

Joy Singers-10am 

19 

Regular Wednes-

day Schedule 

20 21 22 

23 24 25 

Prayer Group-9am 

Joy Singers-10am 

26 

Regular Wednesday 

Schedule 

27 28 29 

30 

Sunday School-9am 

Worship—10am 

Mission/Outreach– 

11:15am 

      

April 2017 
From the Pastor’s Study 
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The Message of the Cross. 

Each Sunday morning when I 

come to worship, I park at a dis-

tance and walk to the church.  It 

has become my habit to look up at 

the cross in the church steeple and 

pray for the worship of the day. 

The cross on the steeple is viewed 

in the sky, and it is a powerful 

symbol of faith to me.  On a fine 

morning I see the cross in the 

clear sky and I feel joy and pray 

for joyful worship. On a cloudy or 

rainy day, I look up at the cross 

and it looks as if it is pointing to 

the sun above the clouds. And I feel hope. As the sun is 

always there above the clouds, we are always living in 

hope of God amidst cloudy life situations; fear, anxiety, 

uncertainty, hardship. And I pray for hopeful worship. Rain 

or shine, I receive the message from the cross in the church 

steeple.  

The cross is a faith symbol to every Christian, the symbol 

of God’s love and salvation, the symbol of hope, joy, and 

strength.  The message of the cross is the power of God, 

Apostle Paul claimed, “ For the message of the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing. But to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God.”( 1 Cor.1:18). And he 

determined to know the crucified Jesus, “ I resolved to 

know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and 

him crucified.” (1 Cor.2:2). 

Continued on page 2) 
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“The Stations of the Cross,” is a sermon series during 

Lent, beginning the first Sunday after Ash Wednesday. In 

Jerusalem today, the stations of the cross are marked along 

the Via Dolorosa (The way of suffering), on the street 

where Jesus walked to his crucifixion. Each Sunday we 

read the Scripture passage that describes how Jesus suf-

fered and died on the cross in order that we may find the 

message of the power of God. 

Lent is a season for growing deep in faith as we practice 

self-examination, penitence, and other spiritual disciplines. 

Meditation of the cross would be one of the self-discipline 

that we can practice during the Lenten season, and incor-

porate it into our life, and prepare ourselves for the way of 

the glory of resurrection. 

May God help us find the message of the power of God 

during Lent this year. 

Grace and Peace, 

Paul 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
 

March 
Birthdays 

Lois Basham—2 

Kay Porter—3 

John Bowler—3 

Brenda Ross—4 

Margaret Ann Peyton-6 

Daniel Song—7 

Scott Weaver—8 

Hayley Tucker—8 

Susan Chase—9 

George East—11 

Dan Rhudy—12 

Joyce Bishop—15 

Sydney Duncan—16 

Kitty Byrd—18 

Betty Jones—18 

Wayne Elliott—21 

Perry Cox—22 

Dawn Marie Cornish-23 

Reese Ann Altizer—23 

Connie Bell—23 

Kellen Mitchell—24 

Michelle Klawitter—24 

Cindy Koziol—25 

Taylor Newman—26 

Chip Warren—31 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Stations of the Cross 
The Via Dolorosa, literally, the way of 

suffering, is a street in the old city of 

Jerusalem. It is a distance of about 2000 

feet and is believed that Jesus walked 

this street toward his crucifixion on Cal-

vary. The Via Dolorosa is marked with 

14 “stations of the cross” commemorat-

ing the 14 incidents that took place along 

the way that Jesus walked.  

Our worship focus during Lent is “the 

Cross,” with series sermon on the stations of the cross. We want to 
meditate on each station to listen to the message of God.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1Fast  Track 

Study-10:00 am 

 

Ash Wednesday 

Service—7:00 

2Prayer Shawl 

Ministry—

10:00am 

First Thursday 

Luncheon –

11:45am 

3 4 

5Communion 

    Sunday 

Sunday School—

9:00  

Worship –10am 

Bible Study-5:pm 

6 7Prayer Group-

9:00 am 

Joy Singers-

10:00am 

8Bible Study-

10am, Dinner-

6pm, children’s 

Choir-6:30pm, 

Bible Study-7pm 

Choir—7:15pm 

9 10 11 

12Regular 

Sunday Schedule 

13Life Line 

Screening—8:30 

am 

14Prayer 

Group—9:00 am 

Joy Singers-

10:00am 

15 

Regular Wednes-

day Schedule 

16Prayer 

Shawl Ministry-

10:00am 

17 18 

19Regular  

Sunday Schedule 

20 

Church Council 

–7:00 pm 

21Prayer 

Group-9:00am 

Joy Singers-

10:00am 

22 

Regular Wednes-

day Schedule 

23 24 25 

26 

Regular Sunday 

Schedule 

27 28 29 30 31 

March 2017 
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The Witness Committee is hard at work having met two times in Febru-

ary. We are planning an event for September 10, 2017 which will be 

BRING A FRIEND SUNDAY. More will come about this in the future 

months. Needless to say it will require some planning and we are hard at 

work on this. Also we are changing up our Visitor Bags a little and have 

done a new greeter list from those that responded to the  Service Opportu-

nities at St. Paul UMC. They begin in March. We want to thank all that 

have been helping and welcome our new members. It was decided that the 

flowers place in church by the church would be taken by our committee 

members to people on our prayer concern list, shut ins or local nursing/

rehab home. It is also our hope to do a new directory for the church. How-

ever this will require help on all members part so we can have a complete 

directory. Again more will come on this as we start this BIG undertaking. 

The Prayer Shawl group continues to work hard and has given out about 

ten shawls/lap blankets already in 2017. If you know of someone that 

would benefit from one, please let someone know so we can share this   

ministry with them. 
 

Connie Bell 

Chairman of Witness Committee           
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Resurrection Cookies 

Ingredients 

         1 c. whole pecans                                3 egg whites  

        1tsp. Vinegar                                        Pinch salt 

       1 c. sugar                                              Zipper baggie, wooden spoon, tape, Bible 

 

Celebrate the Easter Season with these fun and meaningful cookies! 

 

Preheat oven to 300 F. Place pecans in zipper baggie and let children  beat them with the wood-

en spoon to break into small pieces. Explain that after Jesus was arrested he was beaten by the 

Roman soldiers. Read John 19:1-3. 

 

Let each child smell the vinegar. Put 1 tsp. vinegar into mixing bowl. Explain that when Jesus 

was thirsty on the cross he was given vinegar to drink. Read John 19:28-30. 

Add egg whites to vinegar. Eggs represent life. Explain that Jesus gave His life to give us life. 

Read John 10:10-11. 

 

Sprinkle a little salt in to each child’s hand. Let them taste it and brush the rest into the bowl.  

Explain that this represents the salty tears shed by Jesus’ followers, and the bitterness of our 

own sin.  Read Luke 23:27. 

 

So far, the ingredients are not very appetizing. Add 1 c. sugar. Explain that the sweetest part of 

the story is that Jesus died because He loves us. He wants to know and belong to  Him. Read  

Ps. 34:8 and John 3:16. 

 

Beat with a mixer on high speed for 12 to 15 minutes until stiff peaks are formed. Explain that 

the color white represents the purity in God’s eyes of those whose sins have been cleansed by 

Jesus. Read Isa. 1:18 and John 3:1-3. 

Fold in broken nuts. Drop by teaspoons into wax paper covered cookie sheet. Explain that each 

mound represents the rocky tomb where Jesus’ body was laid. Read Matt. 27:57-60. 

 

Put the cookie sheet in the oven, close the door and turn the oven OFF. Give each child a piece 

of tape and seal the oven door. Explain that Jesus’ tomb was sealed. Read Matt. 27:65-66. 

 

GO TO BED! Explain that they may feel sad to leave the cookies in the oven overnight. Jesus’ 

followers were in despair when the tomb was sealed. Read John 16:20 and 22. 

On Resurrection morning, open the oven and give everyone a cookie. Notice the cracked sur-
face and take a bite. The cookies are hollow! On the first Resurrection day Jesus’ followers 

were amazed to find the tomb open and empty. Read Matt. 28:1-9. 

HE HAS RISEN! 
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  PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

The Prayer Shawl group would like to invite anyone that knits or crochets or WANTS 
TO LEARN to join our group on the first and third Thursdays. We meet at 10:00 am in 
the Willing Workers Sunday School classroom. This is a ministry of our church that was 
started in October 2014. You can take part with the group or by working in your home. 
We have simple patterns that we can share or you can do your own. Group members are 
willing to help at other times as needed. Since starting we have given out about 100 scarfs, 
shawls or lap blankets. If you know of someone that could use one we would hope you 
would let one of our members know. There is no cost but donations of coupons, yarn or 
cash are always appreciated. Help us keep this ministry growing and come join us for fel-
lowship and sharing of the talents God has given us. Check out the article in the February 
Advocate on Prayer Shawls. Thanks, Lucy Draper, Karen Birchfield, Joyce Lester, Shirley 

Hodge, Connie Bell. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WITNESS COMMITTEE would like to announce an upcoming 

event so EVERYONE would have a lot of notice and be able to take part! 

This event will take place on Sunday,  September 10, 2017. At this time we 

would like for every family to BRING A FRIEND to church. So mark 

your calendars and start making your list! More to come  later! 
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The St. Paul UMC Mission and Outreach Committee is sponsor-

ing an Outreach Project during the season of Lent.  We are asking our St. Paul folks 
to donate baby items during this time to be distributed to the two stores described 
below.  The Montgomery County Baby Shop is in need of gently used and/or new 
clothing for boys’ sizes 2T – 5.  And MCEAP is in need of infant girls’ clothing sizes 
birth to 3.  Additionally the MCBS needs supplies for infants and toddlers, such as 
diapers, wipes, baby shampoo and lotion, blankets, toys, shoes, etc.  Boxes for your 
donations will be at each entrance to the sanctuary from March 5 through April 9.  
So the next time you are at the grocery store, Walmart, Target, etc., please consider 
picking up an item or two for this important community outreach.  If you have 
questions, please contact Peggy Anderson (MCBS) or Margie Vitale (MCEAP). 

 

Montgomery County Baby Shop 
The MCBS provides the basic needs of small children when there is a hardship for 
families and is a collaboration between St. Paul United Methodist Church of Chris-
tiansburg and Blacksburg Presbyterian Church.  Families in Montgomery County 
and Radford City who have at least one child, have completed the application, and 
agree to meet the stipulations of the shop are eligible to shop at the Baby Shop once 
every two months after their application is approved.  The shop is a donations-
based project run and operated by community volunteers with ongoing support 
from area churches. We typically stock baby and toddler clothes up to size 5T as 
well as supplies needed by infants and toddlers, such as diapers, wipes, etc.  Find 
out more about us at our website   www.themcbs.org  

 

MCEAP Thrift Store & More 
This is a retail thrift store serving Montgomery County and surrounding areas.     
100 % of proceeds go to support the Montgomery County Emergency Assistance 
Program.  Check us out on Facebook to learn more about our mission.   
www.facebook.com/mceapthriftstoreandmore  
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

We begin March with the liturgical season of Lent. We spend the 

season in repentance for our sins and in self-denial, reminding 

ourselves of the promises to come with heaven. Alas, there is still 

work to be done here on earth.  I’m glad to report that St Paul is 

eagerly performing those works for our community. While we have many things on the 

docket, I would like to highlight perhaps our largest undertaking in the Children, Youth, 

and Family ministries. 

In Fall 2017, we are launching a MOPs group. MOPs is named for Mothers of Preschool-

ers. It is a ministry that is already present in the New River Valley, but is mostly limited to 

mornings and Blacksburg. By bringing a second chapter to Christiansburg (and hopefully 

in the evenings) we will increase accessibility to this ministry to more Mothers who need 

support in the beginning stages of Motherhood. 

What are the Basic Principles of MOPS? Welcoming to all Women so we know we are in 

it together, Mentorship from Moms who’ve done it before, Leadership Development to 

change the world, Honest Conversation to prevent isolation that can surround Mother-

hood, Relevant Teaching to what preschool motherhood is all about, Creative Activities to 

keep us engages, and Childcare for those moments of rest so we can be at our best! 

It is a ministry that I am SO excited about! But… I really need your help. We are in the 

process of putting together of five passionate individuals who believe in the Children and 

Family ministries of St Paul to help launch this vital ministry. We are at the cusp of rein-

vigorating this church with young families, but we need your passion.  Most importantly, 

YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A MOM OF A PRESCHOOLER TO HELP! The best 

family ministries I have witnessed are those that are fostered by a diversity of people. If 

you are not the right fit, feel free to nominate someone who you feel may have the right 

gifts. 

Agape, 

Michelle West 

Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
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The St. Paul Adult Choir will present their Easter Cantata on Palm 

Sunday, April 9.  This year's Easter Cantata is The Song Everlasting by 

Joseph M. Martin.  The Song Everlasting tells the story of Christ's life, 

death, and resurrection.  It is a sacred cantata based on early Ameri-

can songs.   

 

The St. Paul Adult Choir puts in extra time practicing for the Easter 

and Christmas Cantatas.  They are a very dedicated and passionate 

group of people and St. Paul is blessed to have them aide in leading 

worship through music each Sunday.  Thank you St. Paul Adult Choir 

for your continued dedication to the music of St. Paul!  
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April Birthdays 
Ruth Boothe—1  Betty Semones—1  Jim Howell—2 

Gary Sparks—6  Brody Nelson—7  Polly McMillan –8  

Annell Winbery—12  Joyce Lester—13  Carol Cornish—14 

Bernadine Lester—15  Bryce Wade—15  Todd Altizer—16 

Tina Martin—16  Anne Lawson—17  Justin Bowler—19 

Bob Chapin—19  Bob Cornish—22  Matthew Jordan—26 

Daniel Warren—28     

  

                               
 

   
 

 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

 

  The Easter Sunrise Service will be Sunday, April 16, 2017 at 6:45 am. The ser-

vice will be outside the Fellowship Hall. We will meet at 6:30. If it is raining, the 

service will be inside. Breakfast treats, coffee,  and juice will be provided  after 

the service in the fellowship hall. If you have any questions, call Glenn Cochran at 

(540)250-3560. 
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UMW News 

Just who are the United Methodist Women and what do they do?  

We are so glad you asked. A lot of folks may think we are just a bunch of ladies who sit around 

and gossip and drink tea. So, here is who we are and a few of the things we do. First – who are 

we?  

Here is our purpose from our UMW handbook. 

The Organized Unit of the UNITED METHODIST WOMEN shall be  

A Community of Women 

 Whose PURPOSE is to KNOW GOD 

 And to experience freedom as whole persons 

 Through JESUS CHRIST;  

To develop a creative, supportive fellowship;  

And to expand concepts of mission 

 Through participation in the Global Ministries of the Church. 

Here are some of the things we have recently done and some that we have planned. 

 Two circles have sponsored speakers from Warm Hearth and Good Samaritan Hospice 

 Esther Circle sponsored Jennifer Cooper to speak on Human Sex Trafficking in the NRV and 

beyond 

 We provide resources to inform you on Social Justice issues. 

 The UMW supports the Women’s Resource Center, MCEAP, the Baby Shop, and many other 

local ministry outreaches 

 Beginning April 18th, the UMW will sponsor a free 6 week workshop on the management of 

Chronic Disease for patients and their caregivers – this event will be held in the fellowship 

hall at St. Paul UMC at 10 A.M. each Tuesday for 6 weeks. 

We are dedicated to the mission of the church especially as it concerns women, children, 

and families. If you want to help make a difference, come and check us out! We have two 

circles that meet in the daytime and one that meets in the evening. You’ll be glad you did.  

. 


