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First Presbyterian Church began in 1857 as a small group that met under a big oak tree on the 
site which would hold the first church building on English Street between Main and Elm. When 
the weather was bad, they met in the Methodist Episcopal Church which had been recently 
built.  The first modest structure was built of wood which had been cut from nearby trees and is 
reported to have cost $1234. Much of the labor had been donated by Eli Denny and his sons. 
 
In May of 1896, a lot was purchased on the corner of Main and Green Streets for the erection 
of a building large enough to accommodate the growing congregation. Work was begun 
immediately, and the building was completed in the fall. Because it cost more than was 
anticipated and some members were not able to meet their pledges, the church was not debt 
free until early in 1907. 
 
In 1927 work was begun on the current church building located at N Main and Parkway.  The 
impressive stone structure was completed, and the first services held in April 1928.  This 
structure consists of a large sanctuary with beautiful stained-glass windows, a two-story 
education/meeting room wing and a fellowship hall in the basement. The church building is 
located on 3.65 acres near downtown High Point. 
 
As the church grew it was determined that there was a need for additional space for preschool 
children’s Sunday School and that a Preschool would be a valuable mission to the community.  
Work was completed on the Preschool building in 1954. In addition to filling a need for 
additional Sunday School rooms it has been home to one of the longest running preschool 
programs in High Point.   
 
The church has been blessed to have a beautiful pipe organ to enhance worship. The original 
pipe organ was a three manual Skinner which was replaced in 1974 by one built and installed by 
the Schantz Organ Company. This organ consists of 54 ranks including an Antiphonal organ in 
the rear of the balcony. There are a total of 3,012 metal and wooden pipes distributed between 
the main organ and the antiphonal organ. The antiphonal organ has been upgraded to include a 
zymbelstern. 
 
The organ console is located in the choir loft front center and has three manuals (keyboards) 
and a pedalboard. The organ also has the capability of playing an electronic carillon located in 
the bell tower which can also be programed to play on a schedule. In 2010, the original console 
was replaced with one with updated electronics and amenities. Both the original and current 
organs were the result of generous gift by church members.  
 
A number of safety and remodeling project were undertaken as part of the 125th Anniversary 
Campaign. Perhaps the most notable was the addition of an elevator which serves all three 
floors of the original education wing of the church. This made the entire building handicap 
accessible. 



 
In the mid 1980’s the church recognized the increased usage of cremation as a way of handling 
the remains of a loved one, and it was decided to add a columbarium to the church grounds. In 
1987 the congregation voted to construct a columbarium in phases with the total concept 
providing over 400 niches each sized for two urns. Phase 1 is approximately three quarters 
committed and plans are being considered for proceeding with construction of Phase 2 and 
possibly Phase 3 of the project. In addition to spaces for urns, there is a memorial wall which 
allows for those who opt for the more traditional means of burial to memorialize their loved 
one with a plaque on the memorial wall.  
 
A significant addition to the church facilities was completed in 2009. This addition included a 
much-needed Family Life Center, a choir suite, office and workroom areas, a youth activity 
room, and youth-oriented classrooms. Every effort was made to have the addition blend with 
the existing building by matching the architecture, stone façade and even the woodwork trim of 
the interior. 
 
This latest addition to our facilities consists of approximately 24,500 ft2. This area houses the 
ministerial and administrative offices, the Family Life Center with full kitchen, choir suite and 
numerous meeting/classrooms. It also has a covered loading/unloading area and is fully 
handicap accessible.   
 
The Family Life Center is truly a multipurpose space. It was designed and is used for worship 
services, recreation (basketball, volleyball, etc.), music and children’s events as well as 
community events.   
 
The original building has approximately 30,000 ft2 of space. This includes the sanctuary, chapel, 
library and numerous rooms for group meetings and Sunday School. The sanctuary can seat 346 
on the main floor as well as 82 in the balcony.  The Chapel will seat 58. 
 
The Preschool is approximately 4,000 ft2.  It has four large rooms designed for small children.  
Each has its own bathroom.  Two the rooms have small kitchenettes and there is plenty of 
storage space for toys and supplies needed for a preschool operation. 
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