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In 1857, the Reverend Pleasant Hunter Dalton, a Presbyterian minister, and Eli Denny, a 
prominent property owner in the village of High Point, felt that a Presbyterian Church was 
needed in the area. Our first church was built on English Street and First Presbyterian Church of 
High Point was organized on September 3, 1859, with a charter membership of eleven people.   
 
Under the leadership of Reverend Dalton (1859-1866; 1874-1889), the congregation grew to 
over 60 members. By 1890, the church roster had increased to around 100, partially through the 
efforts of revival meetings.  By the end of 1896, there were 124 persons on the roll and as the 
congregation grew, the church began plans to erect a second church building on a site on South 
Main Street and Green Street. This building was completed in the fall of 1896. 
 
Early in the 1900’s, First Presbyterian Church enjoyed the leadership of many fine pastors.  In 
addition, they continued to be served by loyal church members, and the congregation continued 
to play a very important part in the life of High Point.   
 
The Reverend Charles Coble was called to First Presbyterian in 1913 and served the church for 
17 years. He had a profound effect upon its future. Evangelical services were held, which 
increased the church’s membership. This brought about the expansion of the second church and 
talk of a new and larger church to accommodate this growing congregation. 
 
On November 25, 1926, ground was broken, and construction began for the new First 
Presbyterian Church at its present location. The first worship service held in the new sanctuary 
was on April 1, 1928. Over the years, the members of the church were the catalyst for the 
organization of the Randolph, Crestwood and Forest Hills Presbyterian Churches; the founding 
of the weekday kindergarten program which has become a pre-school program for children 6 
months of age through 5 years, the construction of our Educational Building in 1952, and 
organization of a Westminster Fellowship at High Point College (now University).   
 
First Presbyterian Church of High Point was also instrumental in supporting the development 
and growth of the Presbyterian Home in High Point during the 1950’s through hands on 
volunteer activities. Numerous Church members have served on the various Boards of 
Presbyterian Homes Inc., contributing their talent, time and resources for that organization which 
serves the community. Over the years, hundreds of River Landing at Sandy Ridge residents have 
been members of First Presbyterian and served the church in many capacities. 
 
In 1980, an Endowment Fund under the leadership of Dick Meisky was created with significant 
generous gifts from many families. This fund has been an integral part of our church ministry 
through support of local and foreign missions, assistance with ongoing maintenance and repair of 
our buildings and a huge jump-start to the Building Campaign that resulted in the Family Life 
Center. 
 



In 2001, Kenneth Broman-Fulks was called as the Senior Pastor of our church. He remained our 
pastor for 19 years until his retirement in 2020. Ken’s ministry was instrumental in the launching 
of three capital campaigns to retire the debt on our largest building expansion to date.  
 
In October 2004, the congregation held a covered dish dinner to present rationale for a building 
expansion. The proposal outlined an addition of 28,750 square feet of new space which featured 
a Family Life Center, Sunday school classrooms and a new choir suite in addition to a renovation 
of the 24,300 square feet of existing church and preschool facilities. In an interview for the High 
Point Enterprise, Dr. Broman-Fulks explained “This expansion will give us the tools to engage in 
the kinds of ministries that are relevant to young adults and their children.” 
 
The groundbreaking for the Journey in Faith building campaign under the leadership of Chuck 
Ledford, Campaign Chair, was held January 13, 2008. The driving scripture for the campaign 
was, “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Hebrews 
11:1. The reasons for our building expansion were outlined for all who attended the 
groundbreaking which included: responding to God’s call for service; growing in faith; 
deepening our commitment to downtown; expanding ministries to families and younger adults; 
adding new opportunities for fellowship; boosting our youth program; and growing our music 
ministries. The Journey in Faith campaign raised $3.5 million dollars toward the building fund. 
 
In 2009 our new facilities, including a Family Life Center, were completed. In addition, Erin 
Bowers was called to be the Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care and Evangelism. Over the years, 
her work has grown to include many other parts of pastoral ministry including teaching, 
preaching, and worship leadership. 
 
On May 9, 2010, we launched the Doors of Faith campaign with Bob Dutnell as Chairman.“Ask, 
and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.” 
Matthew 7:7. At the conclusion of this campaign, an additional $1.3 million was paid toward the 
ongoing building loan.  
 
The final fundraising campaign to retire the debt on our building was entitled Living Our Faith: 
“We drink from wells we did not dig…” Deuteronomy 6:10, Under the leadership of Doyle 
Early, Campaign Chair, the debt on our building was retired and celebrated on March 25, 2018.  
The members of our church had persevered and met the challenge!  
 
Our Music Ministry is a thriving program incorporating volunteers of all ages in choral, 
handbell, handchime and instrumental ensembles. Since 1999, under the direction of Elizabeth 
Gulley, our volunteer choirs and church staff bring a stellar variety of musical styles to our 
worship services ranging from major classical works to folk, jazz, gospel and contemporary 
Christian music. The handbell and chime groups add vitality to our worship services throughout 
the liturgical seasons. They also participate in community events, festivals, and present seasonal 
concerts. Our Family Life Center provides a wonderful space for enrichment through VBS, 
Summer Music Camps and for our annual children and youth musicals. Every four years the 
church produces a multi-generational full-scale musical, most recently Godspell. Our church also 
church supports community music outreach by sponsoring outside groups such as the annual Bel 
Canto Co. Christmas Concert, a beloved event presented by a local semi-professional choir. 



The addition of the Family Life Center has been monumental in the life of our church in addition 
to the High Point community. Many civic organizations have hosted events in our FLC including 
the annual Open Door Ministry fundraising event, Feast of Caring under the leadership of one of 
our church members, Brooke Garrou. In our facility, Presbyterian Women hold monthly 
programs, the youth gather, the preschool program enjoys the space to exercise and play, 
wedding receptions, and funeral gatherings are held. In 2018, a contemporary worship service 
named FirstWorship was established. As part of this 9 a.m. service, a Cafe was begun which 
offered an extensive breakfast bar of hot and cold food items. The Cafe served as a catalyst for 
the members who attended the 9:00 Contemporary service as well as the 11:00 Traditional 
service to stay in touch with one another on a weekly basis.   
 
First Presbyterian Church has always been committed to the High Point community. Members of 
our church give generously as Tuesday volunteers each week for Mobile Meals, and once a 
month, each church committee and the youth rotate to serve a meal at the Open Door Shelter.  
We are the only church in High Point that makes an ongoing commitment in this way. In 
addition, the Mission Committee supports: a committed week of Bell Ringing for Salvation 
Army during the holiday season, Salvation Army Angel Tree, Missionary Support, Pennies for 
Hunger, Crop Walk, Blood Drives, Disaster Aid mission trips, A Simple Gesture food bank 
collection, and School Supplies for a local elementary school.   
 
Our church Middle and High School youth programs are committed to mission work on the local 
level, within the United States as well as abroad. Youth have represented First Presbyterian 
Church in medical missions as well as building missions in the Dominican Republic and Peru, 
building relationships with organizations in both locations that have lasted for many years.  In 
addition, the youth take a Heritage trip once every 4 years to Scotland to immerse themselves in 
the roots of our faith and grow in understanding of our history as Presbyterians.   
 
In June of 2020, during the height of the COVID pandemic, Lee Zehmer, Transitional Pastor 
joined our staff.  Our congregation is grateful for the leadership of all our staff members who 
have had to reinvent their ministries during this challenging time. 
 
Submitted on 3/30/2021 by:  Mimi Williams and Kevin Harron, members of the First 
Presbyterian Church of High Point Transitional Team 
 
Note: For a fuller exploration of the church’s history, please refer to the two written accounts 
that can be found in the church library.  


