
  

       Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Sunrise Service at 7 am              
Easter Egg Hunt at 8 am                    

Easter Service at 9 am    

2 

Caps for Kids at 6 pm 

3 4 

SBS Chapel at 10 am                             
Emmaus at 11 am                                       

Youth at 6 pm 

5 6 7 

8 9 

Caps for Kids at 6 pm 

 

 

10 

UMW 11 am at El Azteca 

11 

SBS Chapel at 10 am                             
Emmaus at 11 am                                       

Youth at 6 pm 

12 13 14 

15 16 

Caps for Kids at 6 pm 

 

 

17 18 

SBS Chapel at 10 am                             
Emmaus at 11 am                                       

Youth at 6 pm 

19 20 21 

22 23 

Caps for Kids at 6 pm 

24 25 

SBS Chapel at 10 am                             
Emmaus at 11 am                                       

Youth at 6 pm 

26 27 28 

29 30 

Caps for Kids at 6 pm 

1 2 

SBS Chapel at 10 am                             
Emmaus at 11 am                                       

Youth at 6 pm 

3 4 5 

       

Sundays at FUMC: 

Worship 9:00am 

Sunday School 10:00am 

April 2018 



April 

5 Lee Dunbar  
8 Sally Cowherd  
10 Marilyn Meyer  
12 Jim Greene 
14 Doris Duwe  
17 Luke McKinzie  
21 Kylee Smith 
 

We have some birthdays and anniversaries. Please help your church family celebrate 

your big day by making sure the office has your birthday and anniversary dates. If you 

do not want your dates published please let the office know. 

April Scripture Readings 

3 Doug & JoAnne McCann 
5 Mike & Peggy Pyle 
29 Les & Kitty Crider  

1  Matthew 12:38-40 

2  Matthew 28:1-10 

3  Matthew 28:11-15 

4  Matthew 28:16-20 

5  Luke 24:1-5 

6  Luke 24:6-12 

7  Luke 24:13-20 

8 Luke 24:21-23 

9  Luke 24:24-27 

10  Luke 24:28-30 

11  Luke 24:31-32 

12  Luke 24:33-35 

13  Luke 24:36-37 

14  Luke 24:38-40 

15 Luke 24:41-43 

 

16  Luke 24:44-49 

17  Luke 24:50-53 

18  John 20:11-13 

19  John 20:14-16 

20  John 20:17-18 

21  John20:19-23 

22 John 20:24-25 

23  John 20:26-29 

24  John 20:30-31 

25  John 21:1-3 

26  John 21:4-8 

27  John 21:9-11 

28  John 21:12-14 

Feed My Sheep  

29 John 21:15-19 

30  John 21:20-22 



Do you surf the web? Have a Facebook 
page? Well, you can get an update on 
what is going on at Church on our        
website: www.fumcmvm.org or like us 
on Facebook.  

If you would like to announce an event 
you can email the church office at:                                          
underthesteepleumc@gmail.com 

or drop off your item in the             
“website/social media” mailbox outside 
the church office. 

Do you need a way to go? If so, 
there may be an   answer to your 
dilemma! Our transportation    
ministry assists in transporting 
church members to such places 
such as doctor appointments, the 
grocery store, or to other nearby 
places. There is no cost for this 
service.           

However, a  minimum of 48 hours 
notice is required. For more      
information, or to schedule a ride 
call Ann Knott at 417-466-8575.  

Way-to-Go 

Web Site News 

Step By Step Ministry Update  

Step by 

Step     

Child     

Development   

Center 

April 2018 The Messenger 

Ms. Julie from the Library will 
be at Step by Step on Tuesday 
April 3 at 10 am to read stories 

and sing songs with the        
children.                                         

Mt. Vernon’s Kindergarten 
Screening is the week of           

April 16, 2018.             

Step By Step’s End of Year 
Program will be on Friday, 

May 4, 2018 at 6 pm. 

 

UMW 
Our March meeting started with lunch at Doodles, 
where we met Ann Knott’s grand daughter, Anna 
Johnson, who is doing graduate work in Social Work 
in Kansas City. She presented a very interesting and 
eye-opening program on her research into “Human 
Trafficking” in the Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma 
area. She did a super job presenting the facts and 
answering our questions.  

On Saturday, March 24th, we hosted the Southwest     
District Spring Meeting of UMW. It went quite well 
due to the hard work of planning, setting up, cooking, 
serving and cleaning up of our wonderful church    
ladies. HUGE THANKS to Sue Chappell, Ann Knott, 
Martha Bartelsmeyer, Hope Morris, Suzanne Bolin, 
Clara Spurlock, Rita Duncan, and Pastor Mary Lou 
Toft. We also want to thank Marion, Nickolas, and 
Lilly Belanger for providing special music for the     
ladies. And a giant THANK YOU goes to Lynn 
McDonald who gave her whole day to operate the 
audio/video. Since our program shared our local  
mission projects, the ingathering from those           
attending brought generous donations for the Diaper 
Pantry and our Emergency Food Pantry. We are so 
thankful of all who donated so we may continue to 
serve those in need in our community.  

Our April meeting is being hosted by Shirley Greene 
on Tuesday, April 10th at El Azteca, at 11 am.                              
(note the earlier time) We will come back to the 
Church for the meeting and viewing “Hidden            
Figures.” We’d love to have you join us. 



The Messenger 

Youth News 

April 2018 
Mary Lou’s Message 

 

On Saturday morning, the disciples were tired, confused, and scared. They had 
watched the one they loved, in a matter of a few hours, go from one who we as       
teaching about the Kingdom of God to one who was dead. This left them profoundly 
sad and not knowing what to do next. I can imagine that when the disciples gathered 
together they cried together and tried to support one another. They  would have talked 
about how Jesus had changed their lives. They would have shared some of the stories 
they had shared with Jesus. 

Do you remember when Jesus healed that blind man or when he cast out the demons? 
Remember when he walked on water and saved us from the storm? Remember how 
he loved us? I wonder if any one of them remembered what Jesus had said about     
rising again? Jesus had told them that he would be killed and three days later he would 
live again. I wonder if they heard and understood those words? That is a message our 
minds don’t understand. Dead is dead! However, Jesus had just raised Lazarus from 
the dead. He  had healed the sick. Was there hope? Did anyone believe? There is no 
evidence that the followers of Jesus thought Jesus would really rise from the dead. No 
one eagerly awaited his return from the tomb! For them hope had died. In their minds, 
all that was left to do was to finish preparing his body for burial. What else could they 
do? 

Thankfully Jesus did the impossible! He rose again! That changed everything! The 
power of sin and death had been destroyed. The victory had been won! We could be 
forgiven and have a relationship with God. We could have life everlasting. Can we    
imagine the surprise and joy that the followers of Jesus had that day? When we      
confess our sin and seek forgiveness; we are forgiven! We are cleansed and          
transformed. We receive eternal life. The old has gone. The new has come! In this we 
can experience the same joy. What is next? Easy….to follow Jesus! 

Because Jesus rose from the dead, nothing else is impossible. All things are possible 
with God! If we follow Jesus, Jesus will work in us to do things that are beyond what we 
thought could happen. May our faith be empowered with the power that raised Jesus 
from the dead! May we expect God to do mighty things among us! Keep the Faith! 

 

Happy Easter! 

 

Mary Lou 

 



Rev. Mary Lou Toft —Pastor 

Please continue to be in prayer for our 
church and to be open to ideas on how 
we can grow our ministry. Please       
consider signing up for our E-giving 
through our website.  

Children’s News  

Emmaus 
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus?  Are you interested in 

attending a Walk to Emmaus? If so, come to Keen Bean on 

Wednesdays at 11 am and see what this is about. If this time 

isn’t convenient with your schedule, please contact the church 

office at 466-2459.  

The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour retreat with the purpose of 

getting closer to Christ and cultivating potential church leaders.  

Focus on Finance 

We are in need for some helpers with Children’s Church 
and Sunday School. Thank you to Peggy Pyle, Kristen 

Earnest, Jean Duwe, Sally West and Kim Duwe for       
helping with the classes this year. But, we often hit a 
Sunday when no one is available. The curriculum is    

excellent with lots of suggestions for every lesson. If you 
would like to give this ministry a try, please contact       

Judy Kitchen.  

A special thank you to David Clark for providing the   
candy for the Easter Egg Hunt. He always comes through 

to support our children. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
There are also still plenty of    

opportunities to  volunteer by 

counting money, operating the 

power point, ushering or          

becoming a bus driver on        

Sundays. The sign up list is on 

the Welcome Desk in the foyer.  

You can also volunteer to rock 

babies and read to the children 

with Step-By-Step Development 

Center by calling Jessica at       

466-2459.  

 

April 2018 

Leadership 

                                                     

Lead Usher: 

Hope Morris 

 

Audio/Visual Technology:  

David McDonald  

& Garrison Earnest 

 

Offering Counters: 

Peggy Pyle &  

Lynne Cowherd 
 

 

Children’s Church / Sunday School 
Will  be taking the Summer off. Children’s Church and Children’s Sunday 

Check Us Out Online! 
Check out our homepage at 

www.fumcmvm.org and leave                    
us a message!  

 

Save Your Best Choice! 
Keep looking for those labels and turn 

them in so we can get another reward 

soon. Thanks for your help. 

 KEEP THEM COMING!!                                      

Please make sure the number underneath 

the barcode starts with “70038”, these 

numbers denote the Best Choice brand. 

You are  appreciated and you are helping 

fund the education of our children.  

 

First United Methodist Church 

Worship 9 am  

Sunday School 10 am 

 

Bring the tenth part into the store-house, so that there may be food in My house. Test 
Me in this,” says the Lord of All. “See if I will not then open the windows of heaven 
and pour out good things for you until there is no more need. Malachi 3:10   
 

This scripture reminds us that when we follow God’s direction, He will pour out    

blessings upon on us. The following chart is listed as a help for each of us as we 

evaluate our  giving. Thank you for all you do for the mission of our church! 

GIVING 
CALCULATOR   Amount for weekly gifts by income percentages       

WEEKLY 
INCOME 

MONTHLY 
INCOME 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 15% 

$200.00 $800.00 $4.00 $8.00 $12.00 $16.00 $20.00 $24.00 $30.00 

$400.00 $1,600.00 $8.00 $16.00 $24.00 $32.00 $40.00 $48.00 $60.00 

$600.00 $2,400.00 $12.00 $24.00 $36.00 $48.00 $60.00 $72.00 $90.00 

$800.00 $3,200.00 $16.00 $32.00 $48.00 $64.00 $80.00 $96.00 $120.00 

$1,000.00 $4,000.00 $20.00 $40.00 $60.00 $80.00 $100.00 $120.00 $150.00 

$1,200.00 $4,800.00 $24.00 $48.00 $72.00 $96.00 $120.00 $144.00 $180.00 

$1,400.00 $5,600.00 $28.00 $56.00 $84.00 $112.00 $140.00 $168.00 $210.00 

$1,600.00 $6,400.00 $32.00 $64.00 $96.00 $128.00 $160.00 $192.00 $240.00 

$1,800.00 $7,200.00 $36.00 $72.00 $108.00 $144.00 $180.00 $216.00 $270.00 

 

Jean Duwe DATE OFFERING ATTENDANCE 

3/4/2018 $2,375.79  44 

3/11/2018 $2,750.79  55 

3/18/2018 $2,626.17  48 

3/25/2018 $2,515.13  62 
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Mark Your Calendars 

     

April 1 Easter Sunrise Service at 7 am 

  Easter Service at 9 am 

April 9 Trustee Committee at 6 pm 

April 10 UMW at 11 am at El Azteca 

 

 

Coming Soon! 

May 4  Step by Step Program at 6 pm 

May 14  Trustee Committee at 6 pm 

May 15  Ad Council at 6 pm 

May 28  Memorial Day    

  Step By Step Closed                                                  

  Office Closed 
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