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Sundays at
FUMC:
Worship 9:00am

Sun

4

Mon

5

Tue

6

Caps for Kids 6-8 pm

Wed

7

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24

1

2

3

SBS Chapel at 10 am
Emmaus at 11 am
Youth at 6 pm

11

12

13

Youth Valentine Brunch
After Service

Trustees at 6 pm

UMW at 11:30
At Doodles

14
SBS Chapel at 10am
Emmaus at 11 am
6 pm

18

19

20

Caps for Kids 6-8 pm

25

26

21
SBS Chapel at 10 am
Emmaus at 11 am
Youth at 6 pm

27

28
SBS Chapel at 10 am
Emmaus at 11 am
Youth at 6 pm

February Scripture Readings

February
1

Acts 9:17-22

15

Ezekiel 37:8

2

Ephesians 4:1-6

16

Ezekiel 37:9

14 Suzanne Bolin

3

Philippians 1:3-11

17

Ezekiel 37:10

19 Sally West

4

1 Thessalonians 1:2-10

18 Ezekiel 37:11-14

20 Sydney Marsh

5

John 14:12

19 Luke 9:1-6

6

Luke 10:25-33

22 Wilson Cowherd

20 Luke 9:10-17

7

Luke 10:34

21 Luke 10:1-12, 17

8

Luke 10:35

22 Deuteronomy 28:13-14

9

Luke 10:36-37

23 John 14:1-6

10

Matthew 10:42

24 John 14:12-14

27 Joanne McCann

11

Matthew 25:35-40

25 John 17:17-21

Hope Morris

12

Ezekiel 37:1-3

26 Luke 9:57-58

13

Ezekiel 37:4

27 Luke 9:59-60

14

Ezekiel 37:5-7

28 Luke 9:61-62

23 Jackie Wright
25 Joel Belanger I
26 Dale Scott

We have some birthdays and anniversaries. Please help your church family celebrate
your big day by making sure the office has your birthday and anniversary dates. If you
do not want your dates published please let the office know.
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Caps for Kids

Step By Step Ministry Update

This month we will have some
exciting things going on. First up the
library lady will come in to do a fun
story time with the kids on Tuesday
February 6 at 10:00.
Our Valentines party will be on
Valentine’s day beginning at 9:30.
The children will exchange V-day
cards, play fun games and have a
yummy snack.
Save the date: Step By Step will be
hosting a Scholastic Book Fair
March 5 – 9.

Step by
Step
Child
Development
Center

Would you like to be part of something that
could truly make a difference in a child’s life?
We are starting a NEW MINISTRY called
“Caps for Kids”.

We will meet on the first and third Mondays
from 6 to 8 pm. We will make surgical caps
for kids, newborn to eighteen.
These will be donated to Mercy Children’s
hospital in Springfield. They could use
between 250 and 300 per month,
If you would like to be part of ministry or
would like more information, please contact
Marion Belanger at 366-9893.

The Messenger

Way-to-Go
Do you need a way to go? If so,
there may be an answer to your
dilemma! Our transportation
ministry assists in transporting
church members to such places
such as doctor appointments, the
grocery store, or to other nearby
places. There is no cost for this
service.
However, a minimum of 48 hours
notice is required. For more
information, or to schedule a ride
call Ann Knott at 417-466-8575.

Web Site News

Do you surf the web? Have a Facebook
page? Well, you can get an update on
what is going on at Church on our
website: www.fumcmvm.org or like us
on Facebook.
If you would like to announce an event
you can email the church office at:
underthesteepleumc@gmail.com
or drop off your item in the
“website/social media” mailbox outside
the church office.
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Youth News

Mary Lou’s Message

Ezekiel asks an interesting question of God when he visits the valley of dry bones in Ezekiel 37.
The valley was filled with the scattered bones of many people. Ezekiel asks God, “Can these
bones live again? This was a question Jesus invited the disciples to ask when Jesus was taken
down from the cross and laid in the tomb. “They will kill me , but in three days I will rise again!
It is the question that each of should ask ourselves when our faith fails and all seems lost.

Join us on February 11

Directly after church for our Annual Youth Valentine Day Brunch
We are raising money to support Christopher Marsh’s Methodist Scholarship
If we raise $1000 the Methodist Organization could make it up to a $4000 Scholarship!!
The Menu will be announced soon.

Anytime this question has been asked, God answers it the same way. God answers with a
resounding YES! God says, “I will put my Spirit within you and you will live again!” This was a
sign of great hope to Ezekiel, to the disciples, and is to us! God continues work in His people if
they are willing to ask that question and allow God the freedom to pour out the Holy Spirit
within them. Bringing life out of death is some of God’s best work!
As we enter this Lenten Season, let us cling to the hope that God gives. Let us examine
ourselves, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, individually and as a congregation. If there is
any dryness or deadness with in us, let God bring us back to life, as “a might army” So we may
know that God is the Sovereign Lord and He still honors His Word. I look forward to seeing God
work miracles within us!
Lent is early this year. Ash Wednesday is on February 14th. We will have an Ash Wednesday
service at 6:00 pm on that day with the traditional laying on of ashes. Lent starts the next day
and will last for 40 days – except for Sundays. (Sundays are considered mini celebrations of
Easter.) Lent is a time of prayer, fasting, and self-examination to prepare our hearts to
celebrate the Resurrection. The 40 days of Lent reminds us of the 40 days Jesus spent in the
wilderness as He prepared himself for ministry… 40 days in close connection to His Father. May
we do the same.

We need YOUR help!!

February 23rd
We are teaming up with the Catholic Church
To bring food for the hospitality rooms during the basketball district games.
More information to come on what we need to bring.

Please be praying as we ready the parsonage to sell. The congregation voted unanimously to
sell the parsonage on 21st of January, 2018. This past weekend, we moved the major bulk of
my belongings out and will get the rest out asap. Dick Healey and Linda Woolery will work
together to put the house on the market. Please pray that it sells quickly for the highest
possible price. I want to thank you for the unity in the congregation as we move through this
process. Also, I want to thank everyone who helped me pack and get stuff moved. Pray for me
as I dig out from under the piles in an effort to find stuff.
Blessings,
Mary Lou

First United Methodist Church
Worship 9 am
Sunday School 10 am

February 2018
Leadership
Lead Usher:

Save Your Best Choice!
We just finished our last 1,000 labels and
sent them off. Thank you to all who cut
and saved the labels. I think it’s going to be
harder to find Best Choice things now that
our grocery store has closed. So, we’re
going to have to look other places.
KEEP THEM COMING!!
Thanks to all who donate.
Please make sure the number underneath
the barcode starts with “70038”, these
numbers denote the Best Choice brand.
You are appreciated and you are helping
fund the education of our children.

UMW
Our meeting this month will be
Tuesday, February 13, at 11:30 at Doodles.

Audio/Visual Technology:

All ladies are welcome to come.

Kristen Earnest
& Shannon McKinzie

Bring the tenth part into the store-house, so that there may be food in My house. Test
Me in this,” says the Lord of All. “See if I will not then open the windows of heaven
and pour out good things for you until there is no more need. Malachi 3:10

Focus on Finance
February 4: Peggy Pyle
February 11: Peggy Pyle
February 18: Volunteer Needed
February 25: Volunteer Needed
Will be taking the Summer off. Children’s Church and Children’s Sunday
School will resume in September.

You can also volunteer to rock
babies and read to the children
with Step-By-Step Development
Center by calling Jessica at
466-2459.

Kitty Crider is the hostess and will have the program. Our
project for this first quarter is the “Diaper Pantry” at the
Presbyterian Church in Mt. Vernon. We would welcome
any diapers you can bring to donate to the much-needed
diaper program. We will also be finalizing our plans for
the District Meeting we are hosting for UMW.

Offering Counters:

Children’s Church / Sunday School

There are also still plenty of
opportunities to volunteer by
counting money, operating the
power point, ushering or
becoming a bus driver on
Sundays. The sign up list is on
the Welcome Desk in the foyer.

The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour retreat with the purpose of
getting closer to Christ and cultivating potential church leaders.

Check Us Out Online!

David McDonald
& Garrison Earnest

Volunteer Opportunities

Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus? Are you interested in
attending a Walk to Emmaus? If so, come to Keen Bean on
Wednesdays at 11 am and see what this is about. If this time
isn’t convenient with your schedule, please contact the church
office at 466-2459.

Doug Immekus
Check out our homepage at
www.fumcmvm.org and leave
us a message!

Rev. Mary Lou Toft —Pastor

Emmaus

Please continue to be in prayer for our
church and to be open to ideas on how
we can grow our ministry. Please
consider signing up for our E-giving
through our website.

DATE

OFFERING

ATTENDANCE

12/31/2017

$11,964.00

29

This scripture reminds us that when we follow God’s direction, He will pour out
blessings upon on us. The following chart is listed as a help for each of us as we
evaluate our giving. Thank you for all you do for the mission of our church!

GIVING
CALCULATOR
Amount for weekly gifts by income percentages
WEEKLY
MONTHLY
INCOME
INCOME
2%
4%
6%
8%

10%

12%

15%

$800.00
$1,600.00

$4.00
$8.00

$8.00
$16.00

$12.00
$24.00

$16.00
$32.00

$20.00
$40.00

$24.00
$48.00

$30.00
$60.00

1/7/2018

$1,765.51

48

$200.00
$400.00

1/14/2018

$2,225.67

57

$600.00

$2,400.00

$12.00

$24.00

$36.00

$48.00

$60.00

$72.00

$90.00

$800.00

$3,200.00

$16.00

$32.00

$48.00

$64.00

$80.00

$96.00

$120.00

$1,000.00

$4,000.00

$20.00

$40.00

$60.00

$80.00

$100.00

$120.00

$150.00

$1,200.00

$4,800.00

$24.00

$48.00

$72.00

$96.00

$120.00

$144.00

$180.00

$1,400.00

$5,600.00

$28.00

$56.00

$84.00

$112.00

$140.00

$168.00

$210.00

$1,600.00

$6,400.00

$32.00

$64.00

$96.00

$128.00

$160.00

$192.00

$240.00

$1,800.00

$7,200.00

$36.00

$72.00

$108.00

$144.00

$180.00

$216.00

$270.00

1/21/2018

$1,672.11

56

1/28/2018

$467.25

38
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Mark Your Calendars

Monday — Thursday
8:30 to 2:30

February 6

Caps for Kids at 6 pm

February 11

Youth Valentine Brunch
After Service

February 12

Trustees at 6 pm

February 13

UMW at 11:30 at Doodles

February 14

Ash Wednesday Service
at 6 pm

February 19

Caps for Kids at 6 pm

Lynn McDonald
Administrative Assistant

Address Service Requested

First United Methodist Church
PO Box 108 - 621 W. Sloan St.
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712
Phone: 417-466-2459
underthesteepleumc@gmail.com
www.fumcmvm.org
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