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Sundays at FUMC:

Worship 9:00am
Sunday School

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

SBS Chapel at 10 am
Emmaus at 11am
Youth at 6 pm

Happy New Year!
Office Closed
Step By Step Closed
7

8

9

10

Town Hall Meeting
after Service

Trustee at 6 pm

UMW at 11:30 at
Family Restaurant

SBS Chapel at 10 am
Emmaus at 11am
Youth at 6 pm

15

16

17

Ad Council at 6 pm

SBS Chapel at 10 am
Emmaus at 11am
Youth at 6 pm

23

24

Joy Squad 2 to 4 pm
14

21

22

SBS Chapel at 10 am
Emmaus at 11am
Youth at 6 pm

“Mt. ‘Neers Serve”

Church Conference
28

29

30

31
SBS Chapel at 10 am
Emmaus at 11am
Youth at 6 pm

1

2

3

January Scripture Readings
1

John 15:1-4

16

Ephesians 4:11-16

2

John 15:5-8

17

John 16:7

3

John 15:9-11

18

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

4

John 15:12-17

19

1 Corinthians 12:12-26

5

John 17:17-21

20

1 Corinthians 12:27-30

6

John 17:22-24

21

Hebrews 5:12-14

7

John 17:25-26

22

Hebrews 13:15-16

8

2 Tim 2:1-2

23

2 Samuel 6:14

9

1 Timothy 4:16

24

2 Samuel 6:15

10

Titus 2:1

25

Psalm 131:2

11

Matthew 9:35-38

26

2 Samuel 6:17

12

Matthew 5:13-14

27

2 Samuel 6:18, 19

13

2 Timothy 2:14-16

28

Hebrews 10:19-25

14

2 Timothy 2:20-26

29

Acts 2:42

15

Ephesians 4:7-10

30

Acts 2:43-47

31

Acts 6:6

January

2
4
9
12
13
18

Carsen Smith
Maya Smith
Janice Casey
Wilma Wood
Aria Duwe
Travis Smith

2

John & Lynne Cowherd

We have some birthdays and anniversaries. Please help your church family celebrate
your big day by making sure the office has your birthday and anniversary dates. If you
do not want your dates published please let the office know.
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Sell the Parsonage?

Step By Step Ministry Update
We will be closed on Monday, January 1st.
Thank you for all your support throughout
2017.

Step by
Step
Child
Development
Center

Yea or Nea
On Sunday, January 7th we are having a town
hall meeting to discuss the finances of the
church and how we can move forward. The
Trustee committee believes that it is in the
best interest of the church that we sell the
parsonage. There are certain procedures that
we must complete and on January 7th we will
have a “Town Hall” meeting after Church to
discuss this possibility and answer any
questions that you may have.
This is an informational meeting ONLY!!

The Messenger

Way-to-Go
Do you need a way to go? If so,
there may be an answer to your
dilemma! Our transportation
ministry assists in transporting
church members to such places
such as doctor appointments, the
grocery store, or to other nearby
places. There is no cost for this
service.
However, a minimum of 48 hours
notice is required. For more
information, or to schedule a ride
call Ann Knott at 417-466-8575.

All are encouraged to attend.

Web Site News

Pastor Mary Lou is moving to her mother’s
house in Aurora. We were advised that we
could get more money for the parsonage if it
were empty. We will hold a vote on Sunday,
January 21st to decide whether to sell the
parsonage or not.

Do you surf the web? Have a Facebook
page? Well, you can get an update on
what is going on at Church on our
website: www.fumcmvm.org or like us
on Facebook.

Please make every effort to attend both these
meetings, and members come and vote at
the Church Conference on
Sunday, January 21st.

If you would like to announce an event
you can email the church office at:
underthesteepleumc@gmail.com
or drop off your item in the
“website/social media” mailbox outside
the church office.

The Messenger
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Youth News

Mary Lou’s Message

As we tell the Christmas story, the last part we tell is part where the wise men come. We find this part
of the story in Matthew 2:1-12. Their stated purpose was to find the newborn King and to worship him!
We don’t know much about Them except they came from the east, they were educated, must have
been tenacious, and were led by a star. Probably the thing most people remember about the wise men
is that they brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. John Hopkins in “We Three Kings”, describe
the gifts as for “God and King and Sacrifice”. Son of God and Son of man who would give his life as a
sacrifice for all who would believe in him. This raises the question, what gifts are we going to bring
Jesus?
Luke sang for us the song “Little Drummer Boy”. The lyrics of the song tell us the drummer boy didn’t
have anything to give to the king but his talent. “He played his best for Him.” I am very grateful for
everyone who helped make our Advent and Christmas so wonderful! Everyone did their best for him!
The church is beautifully decorated! We have had wonderful music presented by the Adult Choir, The
Youth Tones, Luke, Chris, the children, Aria, Peyton, Holly, Peggy, and Shannon. I am especially thankful
for Jeannie, John, and Geoff who not only have made this Advent memorable, but have made each
Sunday’s music great. Thank You! Shelly has also done a great job of getting everyone organized! We
are truly blessed to have such talented people! In this new year, let us continue to “do our best for
Him!”
I also want to thank Dale and Travis for getting the potatoes for our Potato Drop. Also a big thank you
to everyone who helped distribute the bags of tators! We can feed a lot of people with these bags. The
family that I sat with at the Christmas Party for the foster children of the area was very excited to get
their potatoes. We supplied bags of potatoes to each of the foster families who attended. As a
reminder, these potatoes go to area food pantries as well as anyone who would have need. Any time
we can feed people, it’s a good thing!
On January 7, 2018 (first Sunday in the new year), we will have a Town Hall meeting right after church
to layout a possibility to help us in the coming years. Please plan to be there that Sunday to participate.
Please ask any questions you have. We will do our best to answer them. We want everyone to leave the
meeting with all their questions answered.

As we look to the new year, let us seek God’s vision for us as individuals and for us as a congregation.
Let us be willing to be what God has called us to be and go where God calls us to go. If we are looking
for security, the safest place to be is standing next to God…even if that’s a place that looks a bit scary.
Jeremiah says to us: “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
Blessings

Mary Lou

First United Methodist Church
Worship 9 am
Sunday School 10 am
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Leadership
Lead Usher:

Check Us Out Online!

Audio/Visual Technology:

David & Lynn McDonald

Save Your Best Choice!
We just finished our last 1,000 labels and
sent them off, and we have about 150
more towards our next thousand. Thank
you to all who cut and saved the labels. I
think it’s going to be harder to find Best
Choice things now that our grocery store
has closed. So, we’re going to have to look
other places. Let’s keep up the good work,
and we can make some more money for
our Children’s Education curriculum.
Thanks and Happy New Year to everyone.
Please make sure the number underneath
the barcode starts with “70038”, these
numbers denote the Best Choice brand.
You are appreciated and you are helping
fund the education of our children.

Volunteer Opportunities

Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus? Are you interested in
attending a Walk to Emmaus? If so, come to Keen Bean on
Wednesdays at 11 am and see what this is about. If this time
isn’t convenient with your schedule, please contact the church
office at 466-2459.

There are also still plenty of opportunities
to volunteer by counting money, operating
the power point, ushering or becoming a
bus driver on Sundays. The sign up list is on
the Welcome Desk in the foyer.

The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour retreat with the purpose of
getting closer to Christ and cultivating potential church leaders.

Jean Duwe
Check out our homepage at
www.fumcmvm.org and leave
us a message!

Rev. Mary Lou Toft —Pastor

Emmaus

You can also volunteer to rock babies and
read to the children with Step-By-Step
Development Center by calling Jessica at
466-2459.

UMW
Our United Methodist Women’s group had its
December Christmas party / meeting at the
Mountaineer with 12 ladies present. Our
January meeting will be January 9th at 11:30 at
the Family Restaurant, hosted by Sue Chappell
and Clara Spurlock. Plan to join us if you can.
We would love to have you.

Offering Counters:
Jean Duwe & Peggy Pyle

Children’s Church / Sunday School
January 7: Judy Kitchen
January 14: Volunteer Needed
January 21: Judy Kitchen
January 28: Volunteer Needed
Will be taking the Summer off. Children’s Church and Children’s Sunday
School will resume in September.
Thank you to all the teachers that make this ministry
possible.
Audio/Visual Technology:
David McDonald & Holly Marsh

Bring the tenth part into the store-house, so that there may be food in My house. Test
Me in this,” says the Lord of All. “See if I will not then open the windows of heaven
and pour out good things for you until there is no more need. Malachi 3:10

Focus on Finance
Please continue to be in prayer for our
church and to be open to ideas on how
we can grow our ministry. Please
consider signing up for our E-giving
through our website.

DATE

OFFERING

ATTENDANCE

12/3/2017

$3,370.69

64

This scripture reminds us that when we follow God’s direction, He will pour out
blessings upon on us. The following chart is listed as a help for each of us as we
evaluate our giving. Thank you for all you do for the mission of our church!

GIVING
CALCULATOR
Amount for weekly gifts by income percentages
WEEKLY
MONTHLY
INCOME
INCOME
2%
4%
6%
8%

10%

12%

15%

$800.00
$1,600.00

$4.00
$8.00

$8.00
$16.00

$12.00
$24.00

$16.00
$32.00

$20.00
$40.00

$24.00
$48.00

$30.00
$60.00

12/10/2017

$1,202.20

48

$200.00
$400.00

12/17/2017

$1,769.61

53

$600.00

$2,400.00

$12.00

$24.00

$36.00

$48.00

$60.00

$72.00

$90.00

$800.00

$3,200.00

$16.00

$32.00

$48.00

$64.00

$80.00

$96.00

$120.00

$1,000.00

$4,000.00

$20.00

$40.00

$60.00

$80.00

$100.00

$120.00

$150.00

$1,200.00

$4,800.00

$24.00

$48.00

$72.00

$96.00

$120.00

$144.00

$180.00

$1,400.00

$5,600.00

$28.00

$56.00

$84.00

$112.00

$140.00

$168.00

$210.00

$1,600.00

$6,400.00

$32.00

$64.00

$96.00

$128.00

$160.00

$192.00

$240.00

$1,800.00

$7,200.00

$36.00

$72.00

$108.00

$144.00

$180.00

$216.00

$270.00

12/24/2017

$1,519.02

53
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Mark Your Calendars
January 1

Office Closed
SBS Closed

January 7

Town Hall Meeting

Monday — Thursday
8:30 to 2:30
Lynn McDonald

Joy Squad from 2-4 pm

Administrative Assistant

January 8

Trustee Committee at 6 pm

January 9

UMW at 11:30

January 16

Ad Council at 6 pm

January 26

Mt. ‘Neers Serve at Church

Address Service Requested

First United Methodist Church
PO Box 108 - 621 W. Sloan St.
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712
Phone: 417-466-2459
underthesteepleumc@gmail.com
www.fumcmvm.org
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