
  

       Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
3 4 5 6 

SBS Chapel at 10 am                                 

Emmaus at 11 am                                     
Youth at 6 pm 

7 1                                                                  
SBS Staff Christmas Party 

2 

10 11 

Trustee  at 6 pm 

12 13 

SBS Chapel at 10 am                                 

Emmaus at 11 am                                     
Youth at 6 pm 

14 15 16 

 17 

 

18 19  

 SBS Christmas Party             

at 9:30 am 

UMW at 11:30                

Mountaineer Restaurant 

20 

SBS Chapel at 10 am                                 

Emmaus at 11 am                                     
Youth at 6 pm 

21 22 23 

24  

Church Service                                        

at 9 am                                                

                                                                   

Christmas Eve                                            

Candlelight Service at 6 pm 

                       25                                                                                         

 

                                                                                    

 

Office Closed & SBS Closed 

26 

                                                                         

 

 

SBS Closed 

27 

SBS Chapel at 10 am                                 

Emmaus at 11 am                                     
Youth at 6 pm 

28 29 30 

31                        1 

                                                            

Happy New Year 

Office Closed                                     

SBS Closed 

2 3 

SBS Chapel at 10 am                                 

Emmaus at 11 am                                     
Youth at 6 pm 

4 5 6 

       

Sundays at FUMC: 

Worship 9:00am 

Sunday School 
December 2017 

8                                                        
SBS Christmas Program                

at 6 pm 

9 

Free       

Potatoes 



December 

2  Joel Belanger II  

10 Esther Perryman 

11 Les Crider 

14 Kitty Crider 

 

 

15 Rita Duncan 

23 Shelley Mosley 

30 Karen Hull  

29 Jim & Shirley Greene  

We have some birthdays and anniversaries. Please help your church family celebrate 

your big day by making sure the office has your birthday and anniversary dates. If you 

do not want your dates published please let the office know. 

 

 

1 Hebrews 11:1-3, Romans 5:1-5 

2 Isaiah 40:28-31 

 

LOVE 

3 Luke 2:8-14 

4 Proverbs 3:3 

5 Psalms 136:1 

6 Romans 8:28; 31-39 

7 1 John 4:7-21 

8 John 15:3 

9 John 3:16-17 

 

JOY 

10   Luke 2:15-20 

11   Matthew 1:22-25 

12   Nehemiah 8:10 

13   Psalms 94:19 

14   Romans 12:12, 15:13 

15   Psalms 118:24, 66:8 

16   Isaiah 55:12 

 

 

PEACE 

17   Psalms 29:11 

18   Psalms 34:14 

19   Isaiah 9:6 

20   Luke 1:78-79 

21   John 14:27 

22   Numbers 6:24-26 

23  Proverbs 12:20; 16:7 

 

THE GIFT OF CHRIST  

24   Matthew 2:1-12 

25   John 1:1-5 

26   Mark 9:14-27 

27   Romans 5:5, 1 Corinthians 13:13 

28   Romans 6:5-11 

29   Romans 8:28-29 

30   1 John 1:9 

31   Colossians 3:1-11 

December Scripture Readings 



Do you surf the web? Have a Facebook 
page? Well, you can get an update on 
what is going on at Church on our        
website: www.fumcmvm.org or like us 
on Facebook.  

If you would like to announce an event 
you can email the church office at:                                          
underthesteepleumc@gmail.com 

or drop off your item in the             
“website/social media” mailbox outside 
the church office. 

Do you need a way to go? If so, 
there may be an   answer to your 
dilemma! Our transportation    
ministry assists in transporting 
church members to such places 
such as doctor appointments, the 
grocery store, or to other nearby 
places. There is no cost for this 
service.           

However, a  minimum of 48 hours 
notice is required. For more      
information, or to schedule a ride 
call Ann Knott at 417-466-8575.  

Way-to-Go 

Web Site News 

Step By Step Ministry Update 

Step by 

Step     

Child     

Development   

Center 

December  2017 The Messenger 

December is a month for celebrating the birth of 
Jesus and Step By Step has many activities 
planned around just that. Our staff Christmas   
party will be on Friday, December 1st. Step By 
Step’s Christmas Program will be on Friday,        
December 8th at 6:00. Everyone is welcome to 
come! The children will sing Christmas songs,    
followed by snacks and refreshments in the       
Fellowship Hall and we will even be silent         
auctioning off 6 gift baskets. The Classroom’s 
Christmas Party will be on Tuesday, December 19th 
at 9:30. Step By Step will be closed Monday       
December 25th and Tuesday December 26th.  

 

Emergency Food Pantry 
Sue Chappell has overseen the Food Pantry since the Church decided 

to have this mission project. We have had  food drives by our Youth, 

Step-By-Step, UMW and many other donations as well. All donations 

are extremely appreciated. 

Since September 29th of this year, we have had six families use this 

service and it has put a bit of a strain on our supplies. We have plenty 

of vegetables, But the items needed include meats (anything 

canned), Complete Boxed meals, Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, 

and Chicken Helpers, cereals and shelf milk, canned soups and stews. 

We received some items from the 

Festival of Sharing and the UMW 

has helped. This ministry can get 

expensive for one person. Please 

consider donating the items listed 

above or giving a monetary gift 

(just note food pantry). Please be 

mindful of the expiration dates on 

any food donated. 

For I was hungry, and you fed me.                                                          

Matthew 25:35 

Bible Study 

Sunday Evenings     

Study begins at 5 pm 

Dinner at 6 pm 

Lead by Geoff &  

Shelley Mosley 



The Messenger 

Youth News 

December 2017 Mary Lou’s Message 
It is amazing that through science, we can know the gender of a child before he or she is born. (At least 
most of the time they get it right) For many, this is a blessing because we know what type of clothing to 
buy, how to start decorating, and what colors to paint the room.  Matthew 1:23 reminds us that God 
told about 730 years before the birth of Jesus, that a child would be born; that the child would be a 
boy; and that the child would be called “Immanuel” which means that God is with us! We get excited 
when we know the gender weeks or months ahead of the day of birth. God told the world centuries 
ahead of the birthday!!! 

The birth announcement of Jesus was given through the prophet Isaiah. We read it in Isaiah 7:14-15. A 
further naming of the child we find in Isaiah 9:2-7 Verse 6 is the part that we remember the most…And 
he shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Might God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Everyone knew 
that the child to come would be special. Who else could live up to the names he had been given? This 
was an exciting promise! 

When we hear about a coming birth, the countdown begins! We cannot wait! Imagine having to wait 
over seven centuries? I imagine for many; the promise of this birth was forgotten. Many gave up 
waiting. There probably were a few who remembered occasionally. Would God keep His promise? 

The answer is always a resounding yes! God never lets us down! At just the right time, God always    
provides. God keeps His promises! 

When the baby, who God promised arrived, he received another name Jesus! He will save the people 
form their sins. Although there were many expectations put on this child, Jesus met every one….and 
then some! 

During this time of advent, let us prepare ourselves to again receive the child who was promised so 
long ago. Each Sunday in Advent reminds us of what Jesus continues to bring us. Hope, Joy, Love, and 
Peace. Hope because God never fails. Joy because we rejoice in grace and forgiveness. Love because 
God so loved the world. Peace because Jesus brought peace and goodwill to all. God continues to love 
us and to keep his promises. Let us remember to love Him with everything that we are! 

Each Sunday we are having something special in the way of music and performances. You won’t want 
to miss! 

We will be having our traditional Christmas Eve Candle Light Service. This is my favorite service of the 
year! We will sing our favorite carols, tell the Christmas story, and have communion together. We will 
also light our candles to remind ourselves of the light that Jesus brought into our dark world. 

I hope you discover many blessings and many more ways to bless others as God has blessed us this 
Christmas season. 

Blessings, 

Mary Lou 



Rev. Mary Lou Toft —Pastor 

Please continue to be in prayer for our 
church and to be open to ideas on how 
we can grow our ministry. Please       
consider signing up for our E-giving 
through our website.  

UMW  

Emmaus 
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus?  Are you interested in 

attending a Walk to Emmaus? If so, come to Keen Bean on 

Wednesdays at 11 am and see what this is about. If this time 

isn’t convenient with your schedule, please contact the church 

office at 466-2459.  

The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour retreat with the purpose of 

getting closer to Christ and cultivating potential church leaders.  

Focus on Finance 

On November 14th, seven of our ladies traveled to                 
Marionville to visit the Ozark Methodist Manor. We                 

delivered gifts to be used for the “Christmas Project” for the 
Health Care Center Residents. We also had lunch in the    

lovely dining room and visited with many residents there.  

We are finishing out the year with our final project: helping 
supply our own Emergency Food Pantry. There is always a 

need—especially for meats and “Complete Meals.” 

Our December Meeting will be Tuesday, December 19th at 
11:30 at the Mountaineer Restaurant. We’d love for you to 

join us. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
There are also still plenty of opportunities 

to  volunteer by counting money, operating 

the power point, ushering or becoming a 

bus driver on Sundays. The sign up list is on 

the Welcome Desk in the foyer.  

You can also volunteer to rock babies and 

read to the children with Step-By-Step   

Development Center by calling Jessica at 

466-2459.  

 

December 2017 

Leadership 

Lead Usher: 

Mike Pyle 

 

Audio/Visual Technology:  

David & Lynn McDonald 

 

 

Offering Counters: 

Shannon McKinzie  

& Marilyn Meyer 
 

 

 

Children’s Church / Sunday School 

 

December  

 Kristen & Garrison Earnest :  
Will  be taking the Summer off. Children’s Church and Children’s Sunday 

School will resume in September. 

Thank you to all the teachers that make this ministry         possible. 

Check Us Out Online! 
Check out our homepage at 

www.fumcmvm.org and leave                    
us a message!  

 

Save Your Best Choice! 
Keep up the good work; we only need 100 

more labels to make another 1,000! Let’s 

try to get it before the end of the year. 

THANKS TO ALL who take the time to find 

and cut out the Best Choice Labels. 

Please make sure the number underneath 

the barcode starts with “70038”, these 

numbers denote the Best Choice brand. 

You are  appreciated and you are helping 

fund the education of our children.  

 

First United Methodist Church 

Worship 9 am  

Sunday School 10 am 

 

Thank You 

Thank you for all the thoughts, prayers, cards and 

more for David on his Dad’s recent passing. It meant 

more than you know.                                                 

David & Lynn McDonald 

Bring the tenth part into the store-house, so that there may be food in My house. Test 
Me in this,” says the Lord of All. “See if I will not then open the windows of heaven 
and pour out good things for you until there is no more need. Malachi 3:10   
 

This scripture reminds us that when we follow God’s direction, He will pour out    

blessings upon on us. The following chart is listed as a help for each of us as we 

evaluate our  giving. Thank you for all you do for the mission of our church! 

GIVING 
CALCULATOR   Amount for weekly gifts by income percentages       

WEEKLY 
INCOME 

MONTHLY 
INCOME 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 15% 

$200.00 $800.00 $4.00 $8.00 $12.00 $16.00 $20.00 $24.00 $30.00 

$400.00 $1,600.00 $8.00 $16.00 $24.00 $32.00 $40.00 $48.00 $60.00 

$600.00 $2,400.00 $12.00 $24.00 $36.00 $48.00 $60.00 $72.00 $90.00 

$800.00 $3,200.00 $16.00 $32.00 $48.00 $64.00 $80.00 $96.00 $120.00 

$1,000.00 $4,000.00 $20.00 $40.00 $60.00 $80.00 $100.00 $120.00 $150.00 

$1,200.00 $4,800.00 $24.00 $48.00 $72.00 $96.00 $120.00 $144.00 $180.00 

$1,400.00 $5,600.00 $28.00 $56.00 $84.00 $112.00 $140.00 $168.00 $210.00 

$1,600.00 $6,400.00 $32.00 $64.00 $96.00 $128.00 $160.00 $192.00 $240.00 

$1,800.00 $7,200.00 $36.00 $72.00 $108.00 $144.00 $180.00 $216.00 $270.00 

 

DATE OFFERING ATTENDANCE 

11/5/2017 $21,990.00  51 

11/12/2017 $1,000.52  46 

11/19/2017 $1,884.72  65 

11/26/2017 $612.26  62 
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8:30 to 2:30 

Lynn McDonald 

Administrative Assistant 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

December 1  SBS Staff Christmas Party 

December 8  SBS Christmas Program at 6 pm 

December 11  Trustee Committee at 6 pm 

December 17  Potato Drop at 10:15 am 

December 19  SBS Christmas Party at 9:30 am                                      

   UMW at 11:30 am 

December 24  Christmas Eve                                                                                 

   Regular Church Service at 9 am  

   Christmas Eve Candlelight   

    Service at 6 pm 

December 25  Merry Christmas                                                
   Office Closed    

   SBS Closed 

December 26  SBS Closed 

     

 

Coming Soon! 

January 1 Office Closed      

  SBS Closed 

January 8 Trustee Committee at 6 pm 

January 16 Ad Council at 6 pm 
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