Sundays at FUMC:

Worship 9:00am
Sunday School

Sun

November 2017
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

SBS Chapel at 10 am

5

6

7

Joy Squad 2 to 4 pm
Daylight Saving Time Ends

Emmaus at 11 am

Flood Gates: Holy Momentum for
a Fearless Church 9 am at St.
Paul’s UMC in Joplin

Youth at 6 pm

With Charge Conference

8

9

10

11

16

17

18

22

23

24

25

Emmaus at 11 am

Happy Thanksgiving

SBS Closed

Emmaus at 11 am
Youth at 6 pm

FALL
BACK!!
12

13

14

15

40 Days of Love Small Group
5 pm study
6 pm dinner

Trustees at 6 pm

UMW at 11 am

Emmaus at 11 am

19

20

Youth at 6 pm

21

40 Days of Love Small Group
5 pm study
6 pm dinner

26
40 Days of Love Small Group
5 pm study
6 pm dinner

Office Closed
SBS Closed

27

28

29

Ad Council at 6 pm

SBS Chapel at 10 am
Emmaus at 11 am
Youth at 6 pm

30

1

2

November Scripture Readings
1

Matthew 5:38-48

2 Colossians 3:12-17
3 Romans 12:1-2
4 Matthew 22:37-39
GRIEF
5

Matthew 5:4

6

2 Corinthians 1:3-7

7

Isaiah 41:10

8

Psalm 34:18-20

9

Revelation 21:1-4

10

1 Peter 5:6-11

11

Psalms 23:3-4

WISDOM
12

Psalm 111:7-10

13

James 1:5-6; 3 13-18

14

Proverbs 3:5-8

15

Proverbs 24:13-14

16

Psalms 119:63-68

17

1 Corinthians 1:20-31

18

Colossians 2:2-4

KINDNESS
19

Ephesians 4:30-32

20

Galatians 5:22-23

21

Colossians 3:12-13

22

Proverbs 3:3

23

Micah 6:8

24

Hebrews 13:1-2

11 Shannon McKinzie

28 Jeanne Jones

25

Romans 12:9-13

15 Ryan Duwe

30 Lilly Belanger

HOPE
26

Matthew 6:19-21

27

Matthew 1:18-21

28

Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7

29

Psalms 39:7; 62:5-6

30

Jeremiah 29:11-14

November
7

Larry Carl

23 Marion Belanger

18 Martha Bartelsmeyer

December
1 Hebrews 11:1-3, Romans 5:1-5
2 Isaiah 40:28-31

16 Craig & Jean Duwe
28 Lee & Holly Marsh
We have some birthdays and anniversaries. Please help your church family celebrate
your big day by making sure the office has your birthday and anniversary dates. If you
do not want your dates published please let the office know.

November 2017

Sunday Night Bible Study

Step By Step Ministry Update

Thank you for all your help with Apple
Butter Making Days. We made a profit
of approximately $2,000. It wouldn’t
have succeeded with out all of your help
and donations.

Way-to-Go
Step by
Step
Child
Development
Center

Do you need a way to go? If so,
there may be an answer to your
dilemma! Our transportation
ministry assists in transporting
church members to such places
such as doctor appointments, the
grocery store, or to other nearby
places. There is no cost for this
service.

Thank You
Step by Step will be closed Thursday,
November 23, 2017 for Thanksgiving
and Friday, November 24, 2017.
,

Our Bible Verse for November is
Galatians 5:22-23. The Fruit of the
Spirit.

The Messenger

Geoff and Shelley Mosley are leading the “40 Days of Love”
Bible Study by Rick Warren. Sunday evenings the Study starts
at 5 pm with a potluck dinner at 6 pm. This is a study on
relationships. Our relationship with God, His relationship with
us, and our relationships with each other. Join us as we discuss
God’s love and the love we should show each other.

However, a minimum of 48 hours
notice is required. For more
information, or to schedule a ride
call Ann Knott at 417-466-8575.

Web Site News
Children’s Ministry
Do you surf the web? Have a Facebook
page? Well, you can get an update on
what is going on at Church on our
website: www.fumcmvm.org or like us
on Facebook.
If you would like to announce an event
you can email the church office at:
underthesteepleumc@gmail.com

Joy Squad is on November 5th from 2 to 4 pm. So
Bring A Random Friend and come and enjoy the
squeals of delight as the kids learn about God.

or drop off your item in the new
“website/social media” mailbox outside
the church office.

The Messenger

November 2017

Youth News

Mary Lou’s Message

This month we have been talking about the marks of a Christian. Christians are people who love God, rejoice
in God, pray constantly, appreciate God and give Him thanks, and loves others. We love God because He
first loved us. God loved us so much that He sent Jesus to who showed us who God is and went to the cross
and rose again so that we could be forgiven. If we believe in Him and seek forgiveness, we are set free from
sin and death. This is amazing! God also provides for us, guides us, and works for our best good. When we
realize all that God does on our behalf, that gratefulness results in joy! We rejoice in God’s goodness to us
because we appreciate God’s goodness.
We are people who pray because prayer helps us develop a closer relationship with God. We pray because
we need help. We pray because we face things that are bigger than ourselves. We pray because we know
that God is bigger than any situation we are in and is more than capable of seeing us through to the other
side. God never leaves us. Prayer is both speaking and listening. When we don’t know how to pray…God
has that covered too. We can pray through scripture. I find many of the Psalms reflect my feelings and my
situation. Also, the Holy Spirit prays on our behalf.
Jesus said the greatest commandment is to love God with everything we are and the second commandment
is to love others as we love ourselves. Loving others is both easy and difficult. Loving those that love us is
pretty easy. We have a natural tendency to do that. However, loving those that don’t love us is much more
difficult. To love them requires us to reach beyond our hurt, long held beliefs and a refusal to even tolerate
someone. The only way to love the unlovely is to allow God to love them through us. We can love because
God first loved us. If we refuse to love others, the love of God is not in us. (1 John 4:7-20) The love of God is
amazing. We are loved and are then able to love in ways we never thought possible.
Giving thanks is also a mark of a Christian and is the result of experiencing God’s love. We experience God’s
grace…..we are thankful! Our thankfulness flows into giving. It’s kind of like breathing in and breathing out.
Receiving and giving. God loves those who learn to give cheerfully and generously. The promise is that if we
give generously, God gives to us generously. If we are stingy, that’s what we can expect in return. It’s good to
give!
If you haven’t filled out a pledge card yet, we have enclosed one in this newsletter. I hope each of us will take
time to prayerfully consider what changes, if any, we need to make in our prayer life, our scripture reading,
how we serve others, and how we give. I hope each of us will be specific in what we promise God we will do
in this new year… with God’s help!

Blessings,
Mary Lou

First United Methodist Church
Worship 9 am
Sunday School 10 am

Check Us Out Online!
Check out our homepage at
www.fumcmvm.org and leave
us a message!

Save Your Best Choice!
Please save your Best Choice labels.
We’re well on our way to the next 1,000
labels. Thanks to ALL who take the time
to remove them from the items and cut
them out, You ARE appreciated and you
are helping fund the education of our
children.
Please make sure the number
underneath the barcode starts with
“70038”, these numbers denote the Best
Choice brand. We are well on our way to
the next 1,000. Thanks to ALL who take
the time to remove the labels from the
item and cut them out. You are
appreciated and you are helping fund the
education of our children.
Remember to keep an eye out for these
Best choice Labels

Rev. Mary Lou Toft —Pastor

Emmaus

November2017
Leadership
Lead Usher:
Lynne Cowherd
Audio/Visual Technology:

David & Lynn McDonald

Offering Counters:
Mike Pyle &
Steve Jones
Children’s Church/
Sunday School

November 5: Kristen Earnest
November 12: Kristen Earnest
November 19: Sally West
November 26: Sally West

:

Volunteer Opportunities

Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus? Are you interested in
attending a Walk to Emmaus? If so, come to Keen Bean on
Wednesdays at 11 am and see what this is about. If this time
isn’t convenient with your schedule, please contact the church
office at 466-2459.

Volunteer opportunities at First United Methodist
Church include helping with Joy Squad on
November 5th. There are also still plenty of
opportunities to volunteer by counting money,
operating the power point, ushering or becoming
a bus driver on Sundays. The sign up list is on the
Welcome Desk in the foyer.

The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour retreat with the purpose of
getting closer to Christ and cultivating potential church leaders.

UMW

You can also volunteer to rock babies and read to
the children with Step-By-Step Development
Center by calling Jessica at 466-2459.

We had a lovely meeting in October when we joined with Mary Lou’s Miller
church ladies for lunch at Maggie Mae’s. Back at the church, we packed up all
the Hygiene Kits to be taken to the Festival of Sharing on October 21st by Mary
Lou, Martha Bartelsmeyer and Sue Chappell. THANKS to all who donated items;
we ended up with 25 kits; and, it may be the most we’ve ever sent. Good job,
church family!!!
Plans were made for our November meeting on the 2nd Tuesday, November
14th. We are going to meet at church at 11am, deliver our gifts for the Manor’s
“Christmas Project for the Health Care Center Residents”, and visit with
residents. This has become an annual event for UMW.
Our 4th quarter project is our own church’s “Emergency Food Pantry.” Sue
Chappell shared with us some of the most needed items: shelf milk, canned
meats, “Completes” total meals in a box, and peanut butter to name a few. Any
and everyone is welcome to donate items. Also as we near the end of the year,
we have planned our December meeting for Tuesday, December 19, with a
lunch at the Mountaineer at 11:30. We’d love to have you join us.

Focus on Finance
Please continue to be in prayer for our
church and to be open to ideas on how
we can grow our ministry. Please
consider to sign up for our E-giving
through our website.
DATE
10/1/2017
10/8/2017
10/15/2017
10/22/2017
10/29/2017

OFFERING
$2,461.65
$2,596.55
$959.01
$1,418.00
$694.75

ATTENDANCE
48
46
46
34
34

Thank You
Thank you for all your prayers for the recent Emmaus
weekends. The power of prayer is an awesome thing
and the walks couldn’t have happened without your
prayers.
Thank You, Lynn McDonald

Bring the tenth part into the store-house, so that there may be food in My house. Test
Me in this,” says the Lord of All. “See if I will not then open the windows of heaven
and pour out good things for you until there is no more need. Malachi 3:10
This scripture reminds us that when we follow God’s direction, He will pour out
blessings upon on us. The following chart is listed as a help for each of us as we
evaluate our giving. Thank you for all you do for the mission of our church!

GIVING
CALCULATOR
Amount for weekly gifts by income percentages
WEEKLY
MONTHLY
INCOME
INCOME
2%
4%
6%
8%

10%

12%

15%

$200.00
$400.00

$800.00
$1,600.00

$4.00
$8.00

$8.00
$16.00

$12.00
$24.00

$16.00
$32.00

$20.00
$40.00

$24.00
$48.00

$30.00
$60.00

$600.00

$2,400.00

$12.00

$24.00

$36.00

$48.00

$60.00

$72.00

$90.00

$800.00

$3,200.00

$16.00

$32.00

$48.00

$64.00

$80.00

$96.00

$120.00

$1,000.00

$4,000.00

$20.00

$40.00

$60.00

$80.00

$100.00

$120.00

$150.00

$1,200.00

$4,800.00

$24.00

$48.00

$72.00

$96.00

$120.00

$144.00

$180.00

$1,400.00

$5,600.00

$28.00

$56.00

$84.00

$112.00

$140.00

$168.00

$210.00

$1,600.00

$6,400.00

$32.00

$64.00

$96.00

$128.00

$160.00

$192.00

$240.00

$1,800.00

$7,200.00

$36.00

$72.00

$108.00

$144.00

$180.00

$216.00

$270.00
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Mark Your Calendars
November 5

Daylight Saving Time Ends
Joy Squad at 2 pm

Monday—Thursday
8:30 to 2:30
Lynn McDonald
Administrative Assistant

November 13

Trustee Committee at 6 pm

November 23

Happy Thanksgiving
Office Closed
SBS Closed

November 24

SBS Closed

November 28

Ad Council at 6 pm
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First United Methodist Church
PO Box 108 - 621 W. Sloan St.
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712
Phone: 417-466-2459
underthesteepleumc@gmail.com
www.fumcmvm.org
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SBS Closed

