Sundays at FUMC:

Worship 9:00am
Sunday School 10:00am

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

Thu

Schedule
Dinner at 5:30 pm
Youth at 6 pm

3

4

Farm Hands Quartet

SBS Closed

Potluck Dinner

Office Closed

5

6
SBS Chapel at 10 am
Emmaus at 11 am

Joy Squad 2-4

10

17

11

18

All Church Work Day

12

13

UMW 11:30 at Doodles

SBS Chapel at 10 am
Emmaus at 11 am

19

20

Ad Council 6 pm

SBS Chapel at 10 am
Emmaus at 11 am

26

27

After Service

24

25

SBS Chapel at 10 am
Emmaus at 11 am

Emmaus Training

28

29

30
Emmaus Training

September Scripture Readings
1

1 Samuel 13:1-14

16 1 Samuel 20:1-16

2

1 Samuel 14:1-15

17 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27

3

1 Samuel 14:16-23

18 2 Samuel 2:1-7

4

1 Samuel 15:1-9

19 2 Samuel 2:8-17

5

1 Samuel 15:10-23

20 2 Samuel 3:1-5

6

1 Samuel 15:24-31

21 2 Samuel 3:6-21

7

1 Samuel 16:1-5

22 2 Samuel 3:22-32

8

1 Samuel 16:6-13

23 2 Samuel 3:33-38

9

1 Samuel 16:14-23

24 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10

10 1 Samuel 17:4-11

25 2 Samuel 6:1-15

11 1 Samuel 17:12-31

26 2 Samuel 7:1-17

12 1 Samuel 17:32-50

27 2 Samuel 7:18-29

13 1 Samuel 17:51-58

28 2 Samuel 8:1-18

14 1 Samuel 18:1-16

29 2 Samuel 9:1-13

15 1 Samuel 19:1-10

30 2 Samuel 10:1-15

September
2

Brent Kitchen

12 Lee Marsh

4

Mary Grace Cowherd

13 Peggy Therman

7

Sam Cowherd

20 Tom Tate

8

Jonathan Belanger

23 Macie Smith

Jacquie Healey

29

9

David McDonald

Clara Spurlock

2 Clyde & Jackie Wright
18 Ryan & Kim Duwe
We have some birthdays and anniversaries. Please help your church family celebrate
your big day by making sure the office has your birthday and anniversary dates. If you
do not want your dates published please let the office know.

September 2017

Children’s Ministry

Step By Step Ministry Update
Step by Step will be closed Monday, September 4, 2017 to observe
Labor Day.
Step by Step has started our Fall school year and have many
exciting activities planned for Fall.
Step by Step will operate the Apple Butter Making Days Booth. We
will be serving chili. If you would like to help us by making chili,
the recipe is:
2 lbs. ground beef
1 pkg. of William’s Chili seasoning
1 10 oz. Can original Rotel
1 15 oz. can of Chili beans (any brand)
1 15 oz. can of Pinto Beans (any brand)
18 oz. Tomato sauce (14 oz. and 4 oz can of any brand)
1/2 chopped yellow onion
Salt & Pepper for meat (use your judgement)
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Way-to-Go
Step by
Step
Child
Development
Center

Children’s Sunday School has started in full force. In
September they are learning about what it means to
be an acolyte. When they finish with that, the
curriculum is in the Church office. They have started
learning how to journal following the format of “Hello
God, it’s me……”. Where the children write or draw a
picture of what the lesson was about.
The Children’s Church and Sunday School ministry
still needs caring people to volunteer to teach or help
teach our children. You can sign up to teach on the
Welcome table in the foyer.

Do you need a way to go? If so,
there may be an answer to your
dilemma! Our transportation
ministry assists in transporting
church members to such places
such as doctor appointments, the
grocery store, or to other nearby
places. There is no cost for this
service.
However, a minimum of 48 hours
notice is required. For more
information, or to schedule a ride
call Ann Knott at 417-466-8575.

Brown ground beef, onion, and salt and pepper in a skillet then
drain.

Web Site News

In pot add beans, Rotel, tomato sauce, and chili seasoning then
add browned meat. Cook on low for 30 minutes. Try not to add to
crock pot until close to the time you are going to leave due to the
extra water that develops on the lid. Feel free to double this if you
can bring extra.
* William’s Chili seasoning is at King Cash Saver, our WalMart
doesn’t carry it here in town.
Items on the menu include:
Beverages: Water, Keen Bean coffee, Cherry Limeades.
Food Products: Cinnamon Rolls, Biscuits and Sausage gravy,
Hot Dogs w/ chili or cheese and chips.
Cup of Chili w/ cheese or sour cream and saltine crackers.
If you can donate any of these items please contact Jessica at
466-2459.

Joy Squad is starting again on September 3rd from 2
to 4 pm. We are continuing the Vacation Bible
School format. The theme for September is “The
Creation”. The children will enjoy a Bible Story, Craft,
and Music stations. In September, if weather
permits, we will end with a water fun day including
the water slide. So Bring A Random Friend and
come and enjoy the squeals of delight as the kids
learn about God.

Do you surf the web? Have a Facebook
page? Well, you can get an update on
what is going on at Church on our
website: www.fumcmvm.org or like us
on Facebook.
If you would like to announce an event
you can email the church office at:
underthesteepleumc@gmail.com
or drop off your item in the new
“website/social media” mailbox outside
the church office.
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Seotenber 2017

Youth News

Mary Lou’s Message

This past week has been especially violent in our world. People who choose to hate have driven
vehicles into crowds of people; killing a number of people and hurting many, many more. These
attacks have occurred in our country, in Spain and in France. Although the drivers espouse
different ideologies, hate was a motivating factor and the violence was similar. I continue to be
deeply saddened for the individuals and families of those victimized as I know you are. I hope
many prayers have gone out from us on their behalf.
A question arises from these situations… What can we do? I feel pretty small and that there is
not much I can do. However, I think about the man who was arrested for driving the vehicle that
killed Heather Heyer and injured many more. He grew up in a community here in the United
States and currently lives in Ohio. He would have grown up surrounded by family, people who
waited on him, went to school with him, taught him, and just walked the same streets and
shopped in the same stores as he did. What happened in his life that caused him to develop
such hate? I have read that he washed out of the Army because they thought he was unfit. I
wonder if anyone was there to help him pick up the pieces of his life and encourage him? I
wonder if he knew he was loved? I wonder what hurt he felt that was the key factor in
developing the amount of hate and rage he must have felt? I wonder if anyone reached out to
him with the Gospel of Jesus Christ? I wonder if he encountered people who showed him what
it meant to be loved by God?
We did not know him, nor did we have any influence in his life. However, we have a
responsibility to the people we encounter in our own community. Are we people who live out
what Jesus called us to do… to love others as we love our selves? Are we paying attention to
those who don’t feel loved? Are we paying attention to those that are carrying a “chip” on their
shoulder? We all know or come into contact with some folks like that. First, I think we need to
be praying for them. When we see them, we should talk to them and encourage them. We need
to share Jesus! He is the only one who can break through the hate and loneliness to help
someone truly find self-worth. We need to do everything we can to make sure no one in our
sphere of influence falls through the cracks.

Sunday Evening Bible Study
Geoff and Shelley Mosley are planning on continuing with Sunday Evening Bible Study.
The first one will be after Labor Day at 4pm for the Study and 5 pm for dinner. The study is
Rick Warren’s “40 days of Love”. Stay Tuned for more details.

I think it would also be a good thing if we read through Chapters 5, 6, and 7 of Matthew on a
regular basis. It never hurts to be reminded of the standard that Jesus calls us to. It is also good
to be reminded “To forgive others as we have been forgiven.”
I hope everyone is keeping up with our Back to Basics Bible readings, Prayer and Service. The
Bible readings can be found on the Newsletter, bulletins, and website.
I am looking forward to The Farm Hands Quartet followed by a pot luck dinner! Mt Vernon and
Miller UMC are joining together for this service. This should be a great day on September 3!
At 2pm on that day, Joy Squad will kick off from 2 to 4. We will have the water slide out on that
day along with activities and music. Plan to get wet!
Blessings,
Mary Lou

Rev. Mary Lou Toft —Pastor
First United Methodist Church
Worship 9 am
Sunday School 10 am

Check Us Out Online!
Check out our homepage at
www.fumcmvm.org and leave
us a message!
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Leadership
Lead Usher:
Mike Pyle
Audio/Visual Technology:

David & Lynn McDonald
Save Your Best Choice!
We have already made $90 from the
labels this year! Thank you to all who
have cut off the bar codes.
Please make sure the number
underneath the barcode starts with
“70038”, these numbers denote the Best
Choice brand. We already have 150
labels of the 1,000 needed for our next
reward of $60. So, please keep looking
for the Best Choice brand and cutting out
the labels. Here is a picture of what one
looks like. Please only Best Choice labels.
Thank you.

Offering Counters:
Marilyn Meyer &
Hope Morris
Children’s Church/Sunday School

September 3: Farm Hands Quartet
September 10: Kim Duwe
September 17: Judy Kitchen
September 24: Judy Kitchen
:
Will be taking the Summer off. Children’s Church and Children’s Sunday School
will resume in September.
Thank you to all the teachers that make this ministry
possible.

Focus on Finance

Emmaus
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus? Are you interested
in attending a Walk to Emmaus? If so, come to Keen Bean
on Wednesdays at 11 am and see what this is about. If this
time isn’t convenient with your schedule, please contact
the church office at 466-2459.
The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour retreat with the purpose
of getting closer to Christ and cultivating potential church
leaders.

UMW
Our meeting this month will be Tuesday, Sept. 12, hosted
by Martha Bartelsmeyer at “Doodles” at 11:30. After
lunch, we will be back at church for our meeting. Our
program will be given by Jane Baker of Aurora UMC, the
president of our Southwest District. We will be discussing
the upcoming “Festival of Sharing,” attending the Fall SW
District meeting on Oct. 7 in Shell Knob, and other
upcoming events. We welcome any woman to join us at
lunch and the meeting. I hope to see you Tuesday, Sept.
12th at “Doodles.”

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteer opportunities at First United Methodist
Church include helping with Joy Squad on September
3rd. There are also still plenty of opportunities to
volunteer by counting money, operating the power
point, ushering or becoming a bus driver on Sundays.
The sign up list is on the Welcome Desk in the foyer.
You can also volunteer to rock babies and read to the
children with Step-By-Step Development Center by
calling Jessica at 466-2459.

Please continue to be in prayer for our church and to
be open to ideas on how we can grow our ministry.
Please consider to sign up for our E-giving through
our website.
DATE

OFFERING

ATTENDANCE

7/30/2017

$1,757.40

54

8/6/2017

$3,339.68

60

8/13/2017

$1,306.87

60

8/20/2017

$1,579.01

55

8/27/2017

$343.20

53
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Mark Your Calendars
September 3

Farm Hands Quartet & Potluck Dinner
Joy Squad from 2-4 pm

Monday—Thursday
8:30 to 2:30

September 4

Office and Step By Step—Closed

Lynn McDonald
Administrative Assistant

Happy Labor Day!

September 12

UMW at Doodles at 11:30

September 16

Lay Ministry Heritage Class at 9 am

September 17

All Church Work Day after Church

September 19

Ad Council at 6 pm

Address Service Requested

First United Methodist Church
PO Box 108 - 621 W. Sloan St.
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712
Phone: 417-466-2459
underthesteepleumc@gmail.com
www.fumcmvm.org
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