Sundays at FUMC:

Worship 9:00am
Sunday School 10:00am

Sun

6

Mon

7

Tue
1

8

Staff Meeting at 9:30 am

Wed

Fri

Sat

SBS Chapel at 10am

Back Pack Assembly

Back Pack Distribution

Emmaus at Keen Bean at 11 am

9 am til done

9 to 11 am

10

11

12

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

SBS Chapel at 10am

Food Preservation Class

SBS CPR Training

Emmaus at Keen Bean at 11 am

5:30 to 7:30 pm

9 am

30

31

2

9

Thu
3

4

5

SBS Chapel at 10am
Emmaus at Keen Bean at 11 am
School Blessing at 6 pm

13

14

15

16

Staff Meeting at 9:30 am

SBS Chapel at 10am

Finance at 6 pm

Emmaus at Keen Bean at 11 am

Trustees at 7 pm

20

21

Bible Study at 4 pm

Staff Meeting at 9:30 am

22

Dinner at 5 pm

27

28

29

Emmaus at Keen Bean at 11 am
Youth at 6 pm

Schedule
Dinner 5:30 pm
Youth, & Adult Study at 6 pm

August Scripture Readings
1

Acts 9:19-21

16

1 Samuel 1:1-18

2

Acts 10:1-8

17

1 Samuel 1:19-28

3

Acts 10:9-20

18

1 Samuel 2:1-26

4

Acts 10:21-33

19

1 Samuel 2:27-35

5

Acts 10:34-48

20

1 Samuel 3:1-20

6

Acts 11:1-18

21

1 Samuel 4:1-11

7

Acts 11:19-24

22

1 Samuel 5:1-12

8

Acts 11:25-30

23

1 Samuel 6:1-16

9

Acts 12:1-19

24

1 Samuel 7:1-9

10

Acts 13:1-12

25

1 Samuel 7:10-17

11

Acts 14:8-20

26

1 Samuel 8:1-9

12

Acts 15:22-35

27

1 Samuel 8:10-21

13

Acts 16:6-15

28

14

Acts 16:16-40

15

Acts 17:1-15

AUGUST
2

Jean Duwe

12

Jim Compton

3

Reva West

15

Jerry Wood

8

Tristan Morris

22

Norman Bolin

11

Nancy Hurn

23

Lance McKinzie

5

Garrison & Kristen Earnest

6

Deward & Jerry Prater

7

Steve & Jeanne Jones

1 Samuel 9:1-17

21

Doug & Phyllis Immekus

29

1 Samuel 10:1-10

31

Dick & Jacquie Healey

30

1 Samuel 10:17-27

31

1 Samuel 12:1-22
We have some birthdays and anniversaries. Please help your church family celebrate
your big day by making sure the office has your birthday and anniversary dates. If you
do not want your dates published please let the office know.

August 2017

2017 Bluegrass Music's
ENTERTAINERS OF THE YEAR and
BLUEGRASS GOSPEL BAND OF THE
YEAR

Step By Step Ministry Update

Backpack Program
Assembly Day
Friday, August 4th
At 9 am

Step by
Step
Child
Development
Center

Yes, the Farm Hands Quartet will be here to
perform for us on September 3rd during the
regular church service at 9 am!!
With a potluck dinner following.

Make sure to mark your calendars for this
awesome concert and great fellowship
afterwards. You can check out their website at
www.farmhandsquartet.com
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Way-to-Go
Do you need a way to go? If so,
there may be an answer to your
dilemma! Our transportation
ministry assists in transporting
church members to such places
such as doctor appointments, the
grocery store, or to other nearby
places. There is no cost for this
service.
However, a minimum of 48 hours
notice is required. For more
information, or to schedule a ride
call Ann Knott at 417-466-8575.

Distribution Day

Saturday, August 5th
Volunteers needed from
8:30 am to 11:30 am

Sunday Evening Bible Study
Geoff and Shelley Mosley are planning on continuing with
Sunday Evening Bible Study. The first one will be on Sunday,
August 20th at 4pm for the Study and 5 pm for dinner. The
study is Rick Warren’s “40 days of Love”.

Web Site News

Do you surf the web? Have a Facebook
page? Well, you can get an update on
what is going on at Church on our
website: www.fumcmvm.org or like us
on Facebook.
If you would like to announce an event
you can email the church office at:
underthesteepleumc@gmail.com
or drop off your item in the new
“website/social media” mailbox outside
the church office.

The Messenger
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Youth News

Back-to-School Blessing
by the Rev. Marilyn E. Thornton

Bless my paper and my pen.
Guide my spirit deep within.
Help me think and help me play,
This whole school year, day by day.

As I move from class to class,
Guide my footsteps; clear my path.
Keep my tongue to speak your words.
Let your will for me be heard.

In every subject high or low,
May God's excellence be shown!
Keep me strong to reach the prize,
To grow in grace, becoming wise.

Whether far from home or near,
May I hold God's precepts dear.
To do my best at every task;
For this blessing, I do ask.

Help my family be a part
As I lift my mind and heart.
As I study, work, and pray,
Be with them throughout the day.
Of whom much is given, much is required.
May learning be your greatest desire!

Mary Lou’s Message

Starting the first of August, we will begin a new focus for our church. Actually, it’s not new. It is a
reminder of the basic things we need to do to continue growing in our faith… it’s getting
“Back to Basics”. John Wesley called them the means of grace… the means by which God works in our
lives and helps us grow and mature in our faith and as people. Wesley believed that scripture, prayer
and service were central ways by which God pours His grace into our lives. It is the way we deepen our
relationship with God and become more Christ like in the way we live. It is my prayer, that by refocusing
ourselves on these three things, it will help us grow and be more healthy as individuals and as a church.
In order to help us do this, I am offering daily Bible readings that will go along with and enhance
our Sunday worship and sermon series. These scripture readings will be published in the bulletin,
newsletter, and web page. We will also continue to have an 8:00pm group prayer and I will be offering
prayer suggestions as well. I’m also asking everyone to find a place to serve. Think in terms of what you
like to do and what you are good at. If we currently don’t have an opportunity at church that meets
your needs, let us know and we will help you figure out a way to get started.
Any time I start something new, I have a habit of starting off great and then something happens and I
get bogged down and may quit altogether. So, in order to help keep us on track, I am asking each of us
to find someone or a group of someone’s to whom we can be accountable. Accountability just means
that each of us would stay in touch on a weekly basis either in a face to face meeting or even by phone.
There are so many tech ways we can stay in touch as well. Accountability is not meant to be punitive,
but it is a way that we can encourage each other to stay on track and pray for each other. It is my prayer
that we do not see this as “just one more thing we have to do”, but a way for us to grow in our faith. I
pray that it becomes a part of us. This one thing I know, anyone who participates will find, over time,
that participation will be fulfilling and life giving.
I am excited! We are getting the opportunity to have the Farm Hand Quartet with us on Sunday,
September 3 during our morning worship service! The Farmhand Quartet is an award winning Bluegrass
and Gospel band. They are currently on tour in our area and have agreed to come and lead us in
worship that day. Following the service, we will have an old fashioned “Pot Luck” dinner. So, plan to
come that day to worship, sing, bring a covered dish, and eat together. The folks from Miller UMC will
be joining with us that day as well. It should be a great day!
Joy Squad will be kicking off again this fall on Sunday, September 3. We will again have stories and
activities for our kids! We plan on bringing out the water slide again that night so plan on getting wet!
I want to stop and thank everyone who helped with Vacation Bible School this year! WOW! It was great!
I thought the Camp Out theme was awesome as were the decorations. Our church looked like the great
outdoors! I am still hearing people talk about how wonderful the whole thing went. You all did GOOD! I
believe the three-evening format worked really well. It was a great cooperative adventure with the
other churches. We are always stronger when we cooperative with other churches than when we don’t.
Again, thank you for blessing our children and helping them grow in their faith!
Many Blessings,
Mary Lou

Rev. Mary Lou Toft —Pastor
First United Methodist Church
Worship 9 am
Sunday School 10 am

Casting
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Leadership
Lead Usher:
John Cowherd

Check Us Out Online!
Check out our homepage at
www.fumcmvm.org and leave
us a message!

Save Your Best Choice!
Save your Best Choice UPC
labels and place them in the
basket in the foyer.
Keep on saving those Best Choice
labels. We’re well on our way to
the next check.
Thank you.

Audio/Visual Technology:
David & Lynn McDonald

Offering Counters:
Jean Duwe &
Sue Chappell
Children’s Church
Jean Duwe:
Will be taking the Summer off. Children’s Church and Children’s
Sunday School will resume in September.
Thank you to all the teachers that make this ministry
possible.
Audio/Visual Technology:
David McDonald & Holly Marsh
Offering Counters:
Marilyn Meyer,

Calling all crafters!! If you have a favorite craft or
would like to learn a craft come to the Church on
Friday, June 16th at 6:30 for craft night. Enjoy
fellowship while working on your favorite craft. All
are welcome.

Emmaus
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus? Are you
interested in attending a Walk to Emmaus? If so,
come to Keen Bean on Wednesdays at 11 am and
see what this is about. If this time isn’t convenient
with your schedule, please contact the church office
at 466-2459.
The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour retreat with the
purpose of getting closer to Christ and cultivating
potential church leaders.

UMW
Off for the Summer! The next meeting will be
Tuesday, September 12th at Doodles for lunch and
back to the Church for the meeting.

Focus on Finance
Please continue to be in prayer for our church
and to be open to ideas on how we can grow
our ministry. Please consider to sign up for our
E-giving through our website.

DATE
7/2/2017
7/9/2017
7/16/2017
7/23/2017

OFFERING
$2,785.33
$2,151.65
$1,051.38
$1,564.75

ATTENDANCE
45
38
55
58

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteer opportunities at First United
Methodist Church include helping with Joy
Squad on June 4th. There are still plenty of
opportunities to volunteer by counting money,
operating the power point, ushering or
becoming a bus driver on Sundays. The sign up
list is on the Welcome Desk in the foyer.
You can also volunteer to rock babies and read
to the children with Step-By-Step Development
Center by calling Jessica at 466-2459.
Or you can volunteer to be a bus helper in the
mornings or afternoons as we take the kids to
summer school and the parks program. You can
volunteer for this ministry by contacting Jessica
at 466-2459.
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Mark Your Calendars

Monday—Thursday
8:30 to 2:30
Lynn McDonald
Administrative Assistant

August 4

Backpack Assembly at 9 am

August 5

Backpack Distribution from 9-11 am

August 9

Annual School Blessing at 6 pm

August 14

Finance at 6 pm
Trustees at 7 pm

August 24

Food Preservation Class at 5:30 pm

Address Service Requested
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