Sundays at FUMC:

Worship 9:00am
Sunday School 10:00am

Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Staff Meeting—9:30

Wed
3

Thu
4

SBS Chapel—10 am

Fri
5

Sat
6

SBS Program—5:45 pm

Emmaus at Keen Bean—11 am

Praise Team—7:15 pm
7

8

9

10

Staff Meeting—9:30

SBS Chapel—10 am

Trustees—7 pm

Emmaus at Keen Bean—11 am

Community Dinner—5pm

11

13

11:30 at “Ma’s Café”
Praise Team—7:15 pm

14

12

15

16

17

Staff Meeting—9:30

Ad Council 6 pm

SBS Chapel—10 am

MV Graduation
18

19

20

Craft Night—6:30 pm

Emmaus at Keen Bean—11 am
Michael’s Walk
After Church
21

Praise Team—7:15 pm
22

23

Staff Meeting—9:30

24

25

26

27

SBS Chapel—10 am
Emmaus at Keen Bean—11 am

28

29

Family Fun Night

Memorial Day

5 pm

30

Praise Team—7:15 pm
31
SBS Chapel—10 am
Emmaus at Keen Bean—11 am

Office Closed

SBS Closed

Schedule
Dinner 5:30 pm
Youth, & Adult Study at 6 pm

Praise Team—7:15 pm

May

2 Tom & Robin Tate

3

We have some birthdays and anniversaries. Please help your church family
celebrate your big day by making sure the office has your birthday and anniversary
dates. If you do not want your dates published please let the office know.

Austin Belanger

16

Brooke Seymour

Shawn Ayers

22

Joel Grace

4

Gabriel Grace

24

Gavin Earnest

7

Lynn McDonald

26

Patti Robb

8

Steve Jones

29

Logan Belanger

12

Peggy Pyle

May 2017

Family Fun Night

Step By Step Ministry Update

Way-to-Go

May is an exciting month for Step By Step! Please join us for the Step By
Step’s End of the Year Program is Friday May 5th at 5:45. Our program
will include: themed songs sung by the children, we will recognize the
Pre-k graduates for the year, present our volunteer of the year award,
families will have the opportunity to tour the classrooms to see artwork
from their child(ren), finally refreshments and snacks in the Fellowship
Hall. Step By Step is asking for donations to help with the snacks after the
program. Items include: watermelon, cantaloupe, strawberries, kiwi,
blueberries, cookies and drink supplies. There is a sign up list on Step By
Step’s check in/out table if you are interested in donating. Thank you for
all your support!!! The three year olds and pre-k classes will have a “teach
children to save” presentation on April 28th from one of our parents to
introduce money management!

Step by
Step
Child
Development
Center

nd

Step By Step will also be starting our summer program May 22 . Children will enjoy a summer full of fun themed activities and water play days.
Step By Step will be closed for Memorial Day Monday May 29th.

I am also looking for a substitute teacher to work this summer on an as
needed basis, please see Jessica if you would be interested.
Volunteers Needed to ride the bus as we transport the school aged
children to and from summer school and the parks program from May 22 nd
through June 16th.The morning volunteer needs to be at the church no
later than 7 am and the afternoon volunteer needs to be at the church no
later than 2:15 pm. Call Jessica if you are interested in this ministry.

Joy Squad & Community Dinner
The new Joy Squad format will continue on
Sunday, April 2nd. Kids age 3 through 5th grade
will receive a Bible Story, craft, music, and games
starting at 3 pm and ending with a Community
dinner at 5 pm. You can volunteer to help by
contacting Kristen Earnest at 317-3034.

The Messenger

After Joy Squad we are providing a Community
dinner at 5 pm. We invite everyone back to the
Church to enjoy the fellowship and greet people
of our community as we enjoy a great meal. This
is a great opportunity to serve our community. If
you would like to help with the dinner contact
Marion Belanger at 366-9893 for information.

We will be having a Family Fun Night on May 28th
beginning at 5 pm.

Activities include:
Hamburger & hotdog cookout

Do you need a way to go? If so,
there may be an answer to your
dilemma! Our transportation
ministry assists in transporting
church members to such places
such as doctor appointments, the
grocery store, or to other nearby
places. There is no cost for this
service.
However, a minimum of 48 hours
notice is required. For more
information, or to schedule a ride
call Ann Knott at 417-466-8575.

Games for all Ages
Music
Bring your lawn chairs and your favorite lawn games to
share and enjoy great fellowship as we kick off the
summer in style.

Web Site News

Stay tuned for more details as the time gets closer.
Do you surf the web? Have a Facebook
page? Well, you can get an update on
what is going on at Church on our
website: www.fumcmvm.org or like us on
Facebook.
If you would like to announce an event
you can email the church office at:
underthesteepleumc@gmail.com
or drop off your item in the new
“website/social media” mailbox outside
the church office.

The Messenger
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Youth News
Please join the Youth for our annual:

Team Bolin Walk
Sunday May 14th
Directly Following Service
We will all meet at the High School Track!
We are going back to how we did it the first year with Michael.
We will pray together, walk, fellowship, and enjoy the beautiful weather!
We will be collecting donations for our Michael Bolin Scholarship Fund

I can do all this through him who gives me strength.
Philippians 4:13 (NIV)

Sunday Evening Bible Study
The Power of Small Groups
Shelley and I are passionate about our small
group. Strongly passionate. We feel this way for
several reasons. For one, it gives us the opportunity to
eat great Methodist food! Only partially kidding here…
more importantly, it helps us to grow in our faith with
fellow believers. It gives us a release from the stresses
of the world, and offers us close Christian friends to
share God's love. This group is our family within our
family our "inner circle" …People to hold us
accountable or to offer a shoulder of comfort. And God
blesses our group. How do I know? Because He first
had His own:
12

the "magical" maximum number of this group is? You
got it. Twelve. Which, incidentally, is about the
average attendance of our group!
As a matter of fact the early church, as large as it was
becoming, was made up entirely of small groups of
people worshipping in each others' homes!
"They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and
to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to
prayer. All the believers were together and had
everything in common. Every day they continued to
meet together... they broke bread in their homes and
ate together... and the Lord added to their number daily
those who were being saved."
Acts 2:42, 44, 46-47

One day Jesus went up on a mountain to pray. He
prayed all night to God. 13 In the morning He called His
Are you in a small group? If not, we invite you to meet
followers to Him. He chose twelve of them and called
with ours. We are just getting ready to start a new
them.
Luke 6:12-16 New Life Version (NLV) Bible study in the next couple of weeks. Just ask one of
us about it. We would love for you to join us!
Did you know that psychologists have discovered that
Geoff and Shelley Mosley
each person has a limited number of people in their
lives they can consider as close friends? Any idea what

Mary Lou’s Message

We received a Miracle on Miracle Sunday! We have received $26,605 in money and pledges. This will all go
toward paying off our mortgage. I especially want to thank Garrison and the Finance Committee for their
leadership. I am also grateful for Geoff, Wilma, Ann, and Marilyn for sharing their stories. I have heard from a
number of people who appreciated hearing their stories. I did too! Our miracle did not happen just because we
wanted it to happen. It happened because God answered our prayers. Praying together in one voice is the
difference. God listened to us and answered just as he promised! I stand amazed in His presence and I truly
appreciate this congregation and your willingness to pray and give sacrificially.
I want to also thank everyone involved in our Joy Squad and our community dinners. Wow! This has been exciting
to watch. God is Blessing our endeavor! We started out with about 8 children and in April, three months later, we
had about 20 children! Each of the children left having a wonderful time and asking, “When we are doing this
again?” We have also have been able to welcome new people to our Community Dinner. Marion has outdone
herself with the dinners. Kristen did a great job heading up the kitchen in April. These take teamwork to make
happen. It has been awesome watching how everyone has been willing to do their part; whether bringing food,
cooking, leading a class or music or games. Thank you very much for your service!
Our youth did a wonderful job on Easter! We have VERY talented young people! I got goose bumps when Luke led
them in singing Halleluiah. I was also excited to see our younger youth participating. They all did GREAT! I
appreciate Shelly and Geoff’s leadership in organizing worship. If you weren’t in either service, you missed out on
their wonderful performance that praised our risen Lord. Halleluiah!
We have several events coming up soon. The travel group is looking at trips to the Pioneer Woman and Top of the
Rock. Keep an eye out for dates and times. The Youth are looking at mission opportunities and some outings. We
will be continuing our Sunday evening study and dinner. This has been a great time of learning and fellowship. You
are invited to come anytime! WOW is continuing with youth activities that includes Bible Studies, music practice,
and fun. I am continuing to lead a Wednesday evening Bible Study. This week we are starting a new study on the
book of John to include a video presentation of John. I will also be leading a study in Miller on the “12 Women of
the Bible”. We have been meeting at 12:30 on Tuesdays. We start with lunch at Maggie Mae’s and then go to the
church for the study. If you are interested, come join us.
I have been asked if we could begin having a Hymn sing during services on fifth Sundays. In the coming months, we
will be singing hymns on the fifth Sunday of the month starting on April 30. If you have a favorite hymn, please let
the office know. We will try to get these worked into our services as soon as we can.
We have many things to be thankful for (and it’s still several months to Thanksgiving). God has been very good to
us. Please continue to pray for our congregation and for opportunities to invite new people to be a part of our
family.
Blessings,
Mary Lou

Rev. Mary Lou Toft —Pastor
First United Methodist Church
Worship 9 am
Sunday School 10 am

Casting
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Leadership
Lead Usher:

Jean Duwe
Check Us Out Online!
Check out our homepage at
www.fumcmvm.org and leave
us a message!

Save Your Best Choice!
Save your Best Choice UPC
labels and place them in the
basket in the foyer.
Thanks to everyone who has
donated Best Choice Labels. We
already have 300 on our way to
the next 1,000 to send in. Keep
up the good work. Every little bit
helps.

Audio/Visual Technology:
David McDonald & Holly Marsh

Offering Counters:
Sue Chappell & Hope Morris

Calling all crafters!! If you have a favorite craft or
would like to learn a craft come to the Church on
Friday, May 9th at 6:30 for craft night. Enjoy
fellowship while working on your favorite craft. All
are welcome.

Emmaus
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus? Are you
interested in attending a Walk to Emmaus? If so,
come to Keen Bean on Wednesdays at 11 am and
see what this is about. If this time isn’t convenient
with your schedule, please contact the church office
at 466-2459.
The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour retreat with the
purpose of getting closer to Christ and cultivating
potential church leaders.

Children’s Church

UMW

May 7—Judy Kitchen
May 14—Judy Kitchen
May 21—Jean Duwe
May 28—Jean Duwe

Our May meeting will be the second Tuesday, May
9th at 11:30 at “ Ma’s Café” at 203 E Main St in
Miller. Shirley Greene will be the hostess and will
have the program at the Church at 12:30. Plan to
join us for a fun and interesting meeting.

Children’s Church:
Will be taking the Summer off. Children’s Church and Children’s
Sunday School will resume in September.
Thank you to all the teachers that make this ministry
possible.

Focus on Finance
Please continue to be in prayer for our church
and to be open to ideas on how we can grow
our ministry. Please consider to sign up for our
E-giving through our website.

DATE

OFFERING

ATTENDANCE

4/2/2017

$3,958.44

61

4/9/2017

$596.67

67

4/16/2017

$1,260.90

73

4/23/2017

$1,217.12

54

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteer opportunities at First United
Methodist Church include helping with Joy
Squad and our new Community Dinner on March
5th. There are still plenty of opportunities to
volunteer by counting money, operating the
power point, ushering or becoming a bus driver
on Sundays. The sign up list is on the Welcome
Desk in the foyer.
You can also volunteer to rock babies and read
to the children with Step-By-Step Development
Center by calling Jessica at 466-2459.
Or you can volunteer to be a bus helper in the
mornings or afternoons as we take the kids to
summer school and the parks program. You can
volunteer for this ministry by contacting Jessica
at 466-2459.
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Mark Your Calendars
May 5

SBS Program at 5:45 pm

May 7

Joy Squad at 3 pm

Monday—Thursday

Community Dinner at 5 pm

8:30 to 2:30
Lynn McDonald
Administrative Assistant

May 8

Trustees at 7 pm

May 9

UMW at 11:30

May 16

Ad Council at 6 pm

May 28

Summer Family Fun Night at 5 pm

Address Service Requested
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