November 2016

Step By Step Ministry Update
Thank you to everyone who helped with the Apple
Butter Makin’ Days Booth and Float. Step By Step is
proud to announce we won second place in the Float
Contest!
Our Bible Story for the month is on the Fruits of the
Spirit! Galatians 5:22-23

Step by
Step
Child
Development
Center

Step By Step will be closed Thursday November 24th
and Friday November 25th for Thanksgiving Break.

Save the Date:
Step By Step’s Christmas Program
Friday December 9th at 5:45
Refreshments and snacks to follow in the Fellowship
Hall.

Do You
Need a
Way to
Go?

Way-to-Go

The Messenger

Do you need a way to go? If so, there may be an answer to your dilemma!
Our transportation ministry assists in transporting church members to such
places such as doctor appointments, the grocery store, or to other nearby
places. There is no cost for this service.
However, a minimum of 48 hours notice is required. For more information,
or to schedule a ride call Ann Knott at 417-466-8575.

Web Site News
Do you surf the web? Have a Facebook page? Well, you can
get an update on what is going on at Church on our website:
www.fumcmvm.org
or like us on Facebook then you can email Sue Lawrence at

www.fumcmvm.org

sueannelawrence@gmail.com
or drop off your item in the new “website/social media”
mailbox outside the church office.

Bible Study

Not a Fan
By Kyle Idleman
This is a six week Bible study that examines what it
means to deny one’s self and truly follow Jesus!
Come and join us anytime, Sunday nights from 4-6 pm
dinner and childcare are provided. Contact Geoff or
Shelley Mosley for more information.

Emmaus
Have you been on a Walk to Emmaus? Are you interested in attending a Walk to Emmaus?
If so, come to Keen Bean on Wednesdays at 11 am and see what this is about. If this time
isn’t convenient with your schedule, please contact the church office at 466-2459.
The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour retreat with the purpose of getting closer to Christ and
cultivating potential church leaders.

Mary Lou’s Message
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Youth News

I am amazed that we are already entering November. This is the time of year I look forward to spending
time with my family. Thanksgiving is an opportunity where we have a day to spend giving thanks! Some if
my fondest memories growing up was sitting around the table together giving thanks, laughing, telling
stories, and eating. I was blessed with a family that did all that pretty well. Because of that, I grew up with
a great sense of what it meant to be thankful and blessed. I still feel very fortunate having those
wonderful memories and also having the opportunity to continue those traditions. The makeup of the
family is always changing but the motivation for getting together is the same…it is good to get together to
remember the good things that have occurred this year and to remember that God was the giver of those
gifts. I’d like for us to begin thinking about the good things that God had done for us this year and to
begin giving thanks. I don’t think one day is enough time to remember all the things that God has done
on our behalf so that we can properly say Thank You!
When we think about Thanksgiving… it reminds us that giving is a big part of the equation. Because we
are thankful we give. Giving is often difficult for us. Even if we are thankful for what we have received, we
still like to hang on to what we have. We can think of all the things we need and sometimes think to
ourselves “I earned what I have and its mine”. God calls us to give. “Bring all the tithes into the
storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do," says the LORD of Heaven's Armies, "I
will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won't have enough room
to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!” Malachi 3:10. When we give according to God’s direction, God
promises to pour out blessings on us.
Several years ago I was sitting with a group of pastors. We were talking about how we could be better
pastors. We talked about several different issues that day. Eventually the conversation turned to our
personal giving. Jim Downing, Pastor of First Church Sedalia, told us he had a confession to make. That
got our attention! He went on to say that in the past, he had given to God based on reason. These are
the reasons he had for giving: 1) Give as I go – if he went to church he would give; if he didn’t go he
didn’t give. 2) Giving only when he liked the people or programs – this giving was based on feelings.
3) Giving out of duty or habit – giving a token amount year after year or what was “leftover” at the end of
the month. 4) sometimes he chose not to give at all – there were other things that he wanted to spend his
money on. As he was talking, I thought YIKES! I had used those same reasons! I had to confess too!
If we think about the “reasons” to give or not give, we have missed the point. Giving is not about
“reasons” there is only one reason. The only reason to give is because God has instructed us to give. It
is a matter of faith. We give because God first gave to us…we are thankful for what God has done and
continues to do for us. We are thankful for the life we receive because we are forgiven. We are thankful
for the provision that God continues to give. When we give, we know God blesses us. God promises! I
challenge us all to give based on faith. I know giving a tithe (10%) sometimes feels overwhelming. I pray
that each of us will ask God what God wants to give through us. Trust God. If we give according to God’s
direction, our faith will grow and we will be blessed!
Happy Thanksgiving! I am thankful for you all!
Mary Lou
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Mark Your Calendars
November 6

Charge Conference at Monett UMC

November 15

Ad Council at 6 pm

November 17

UMW to Marionville at 10:30 am

November 18

Craft Night at 6:30 pm

Lynn McDonald

November 19

2nd Annual Photo Shoot from 9am to 5pm

Administrative Assistant

November 20

Connections dinner

Monday—Thursday
8:30 to 2:30

Coming Soon!
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Addresses Needed!!!
We need addresses for our college students and our Military
personnel!! You can bring them by the Church office or email
them to underthesteepleumc@gmail.com

Rev. Mary Lou Toft —Pastor

Casting (as in casting you nets)
Are you a “crafty” person? Do you want to be? Craft night continues this month on the 18th. All are
welcome to come and craft and fellowship. Plans are in the works to resume a Bazaar in 2017. So
come and get started on craft items.

UMW
A big thank you to all the ladies who provided items for the Festival of Sharing “Hygiene
Kits,” and also thank you to the Joy Squad kids for helping to pack the bags.
Our November meeting has been changed from the 2nd Tuesday (November 8th / Election
Day) to THURSDAY, November 17th. We will be travelling to Marionville to visit the UMW
group there and deliver our items to be used for Christmas gifts for the residents. We will
need to meet at the church at 10:30 to carpool to Marionville, where we will deliver gifts,
visit the Gift Shop, eat lunch at the Manor with the ladies from their UMW group, attend
their regular meeting, and then visit some of the residents. Please plan to join us on
November 17th.

Focus on Finance
Please continue to be in prayer for our church and to be open to ideas on how
we can grow our ministry. Please consider to sign up for our E-giving through
our website.
Offering needed each week: $ 5,105.34
OCTOBER

ATTENDANCE

10/2/2016

$3,132.86

49

10/9/2016

$1,924.69

50

10/16/2016

$2,735.00

64

10/23/2016

$2,001.82

61

First United Methodist Church
Worship 9 am
Sunday School 10 am

November 2016
Leadership
Lead Usher:
Youth

Check Us Out Online!
Check out our homepage at
www.fumcmvm.org and leave
us a message!

Address Service Requested

Fi

Save Your Best Choice!
Save your Best Choice UPC labels and
place them in the basket in the foyer.
Please keep watching for those Best
Choice labels. We need at least 350
more to get our DOUBLED reward for
this year. We need them by December
20th so get them in as soon as you can.
Thank you all for helping with this
project.

Audio/Visual Technology:
David McDonald
& Holly Marsh

Offering Counters:
Ann Knott & Peggy Pyle

Children’s Church
& Sunday School
:

Nov 6:

Peggy Pyle
/ Kristen Earnest

Nov 13: Cindi Grace
/ Kristen Earnest

Nov 20: Jackie Wright
/ Kristen Earnest

Nov 27: Lynne Cowherd
/ Kristen Earnest
Children’s Church:

