
Dear members and friends of Orchard Park UMC. 

On behalf of Marcia and myself, I want to thank you for your 

gracious acts of kindness, support and love that you have 

shown us during the past three years. I, personally, want to 

thank all of you for the many ways in which you allowed me 

to be your pastor. As the years pass, we will look fondly on 

our time together; I trust the same will be true for you. 

In three years, I’ve watched children grow, new families become active 

participants in the life of the church, new ministries emerge and others 

fade. We’ve seen a Church governing structure go through sweeping 

changes in order to address the issues of a smaller congregation and 

church leaders who were feeling overwhelmed. I watched a parking lot 

that looked like a mine field transformed into a beautiful smooth piece of 

pavement. My great regret is that the lot is not used to capacity on 

Sunday mornings. Together, we realized a few dreams, lived through a 

few trials, and persevered. When I sort through the activities and events 

we’ve experienced, I will take with me many wonderful remembrances. 

While Marcia and I will be leaving you, there is one who remains constant: 

the God made known to us in and through Jesus Christ. Jesus has been 

with you from the beginning, and will be with you until time comes to an 

end. In the future, OPUMC may not look like the church we have today. 

There may be difficult decisions which need to be made. But your love, 

trust and faithfulness will see you through all your future challenges and 

accomplishments.  

I hope and pray you have a wonderful future. I hope that under new 

pastoral leadership you find new ways to connect with the community 

and develop a strategy to invite people to come to know Christ; celebrate 

the life we have though him in the act of worship and participate in the 

ongoing work of God’s kingdom.  

Finally, I share with you the Mizpah blessing, “The Lord watch between 

me and you while we are absent one from the other.” We love and will 

miss you. 

Pastor Jay and Marcia 
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BEGINS SUNDAY,  

JUNE 16, 2019 



Sunday, June 2 

11 AM Worship & SS 

Greeter: Marilyn Henning 

Lay Reader:  Candy Carberry 

AV:  Margot Ip 

Communion Stewards: Amanda Donovan,  

        Diane Smith 

 
Sunday, June 9 

11 AM  Children’s Day 

  Greeters:  The Spinelli Family 

Lay Readers:  Youth 

Coffee Hosts: Deanna Laurie, 

         Carolyn Wrinn 

AV: Peter Slotman 

Sunday, June 16 

10 AM Worship  

 Greeters:  Bob & Deanna Laurie 

Lay Reader:  Marcia Roberts 

AV: Margot Ip 

 

Sunday, June 23 

10 AM Worship  

  Greeter:  Dianne Brent 

Lay Reader:  TBD 

AV: Peter Slotman 

 

Sunday, June 30 

10 AM Worship  

 Greeters:  Tom & Carolyn Wrinn 

Lay Reader:  TBD 

AV: Margot Ip 

Special Coffee Hour for Pastor Jay & Marcia 

 

 

Debbie Schwabel 
Lynn Doty (friend of Donna Kroh) 
Barbara (friend of Alice Hutchins) 

Bob & Rev. Janet James 
Active Servicemen/women 
Veterans  
 

Senior Care: 
Millie Lohiser 
John Henning  
Phil Paglia 

OPUMC & DS in 
search of new  
pastor 
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Sunday, June 2  

Congregational Vote 
Following Worship (see details on Page 4) 

 

Sunday, June 9  

Children’s Day 

The children of OPUMC will participate in 
the worship service and the Harlan Ball 
Scholarships will be handed out to several 
college students. 

 

Sunday, June 16  
Service begins at 10am  

1st Sunday of the  
Summer Worship Schedule 

Teacher’s Recognition Day  

Peace with Justice Sunday 
(more information on next page) 

Marilyn Henning 6/20 
Weston Marcus 6/20 
Scott Pugh 6/29 

Pastoral Appointment 

SPRC has been in communication with the 

District Superintendent and a future meeting 

is scheduled. We have no information to 

report at this time.  
 

Vivian Slocum, Church Council Chair 

Adult bible 
study will 
resume in 

the fall. 



 

Peace with Justice Sunday – June 16  

Peacemaking, Peacekeeping and Peacebuilding 

The gospel is a message of redemption but also of peace and freedom. As Christians, we are 

called to spread peace, do good and stand for justice.  Take a look at the scriptures:  

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9)  

“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:21) “ 

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but 

  to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8)  

Not much has changed when it comes to peace and justice from the culture and context of those 

scriptures to today. We still need to work to encourage peace and seek justice. As United 

Methodists, Peace with Justice Sunday is one way we are working together to seek justice.  

While we recognize that no nation or culture is absolutely just, we believe that we are called to 

love our enemies, seek justice, and serve as peacemakers. It is necessary to work together to 

resolve conflict peacefully because it is in that resolution where work such as eliminating poverty, 

caring for orphans, and kick starting health initiatives can be successful.   

So, what does being a peacemaker, peacekeeper or peacebuilder look like?  

Peacemaking is defined as the process of creating a settlement between differing parties. If 

you have children, I am sure that you have played the role of peacemaker many, many, many 

times. Even if you don’t have children, perhaps this is a role that has been played by you or a 

friend to help settle a dispute.   

Peacekeeping is keeping people from attacking one another by 

creating a buffer of neutrality between them. On a global scale, 

we’ve seen the UN or neutral nations act as peacekeepers. At a 

local level, this could mean involving a mediator to help.  

Peacebuilding is a process that establishes peace through 

resolution, institution building or at the political level with the 

goal of preventing recurring violence.  Like any good lesson, it is 

never enough just to learn it. We must now act on what we know.   

Peace with Justice Sunday is based on these ideas that the way 

to stand for justice is to simultaneously create pathways for 

peacemaking, peacekeeping and peacebuilding. It is a day to take 

action by funding peace with justice programs in our 

communities.  

One such program to highlight is the Peace with Justice Network. This network provides 

resources and legislative actions to support peacemaking and peacebuilding. Learn more by 

visiting their website: https://www.umcjustice.org/what-we-care-about/peace-with-justice. 

-Pastor Jay 

Special   

offering  

Sunday, 

June 16 
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At its May 4 meeting, the Church Council of Orchard Park UMC affirmed the following statement: 

Orchard Park United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation. We affirm the sacred worth of all 
people and strive to practice Christ’s example of unconditional love without exclusion. All are welcome to 

participate fully in the life and ministries of this congregation. Whatever your race, ethnicity, economic 
situation, background or belief, age or condition of ableness, whether single or partnered, you are God’s 
beloved and are welcome here. God calls us to acts of love, grace, and advocacy to promote healing and 

reconciliation. We welcome and affirm our LGBTQIA brothers and sisters, sons and daughters. We desire 
to follow God’s vision to be a place without barriers, a sanctuary for all. 

The impetus behind crafting this statement is the result of ongoing conversations about how our church can 

strengthen and expand its ministries of hospitality and outreach to persons who feel excluded and 
unwelcomed, especially those who are of a different sexual orientation; the community of persons as described 
by the initials LGBTQIA: lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersexual or asexual. The above declaration 
is also aligned with one of the core values of OPUMC: “Inclusiveness”. 

As a result, discussion ensued about the possibility of becoming a “Reconciling Congregation” associated with 

the “Reconciling Ministries Network”, a network of over 40,000 Reconciling United Methodists and over 1,000 
Reconciling Churches and Communities. The explicit welcome noted above is necessary because our United 

Methodist denomination holds official policies that exclude LGBTQIA people from the full life of the Church. 

The journey toward Reconciling affiliation has been undertaken by individuals, United Methodist groups and 
committees, Annual Conferences, and ecumenical collaborations. The Reconciling process takes intentional 

planning, educating, and organizing so that a whole community can live into the vision of a fully inclusive church 
and world. Congregations and communities who affiliate with Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) embrace 
RMN’s goal of full inclusion of LGBT persons in the church, both in policy and in practice, 

Reconciliation has a strong biblical basis. In the fifth chapter of Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth there is a 
heading that reads, “The Ministry of Reconciliation”. It states:  

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ 
from a human point of view; we know him no longer in that way.  So, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ 
God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the 

message of reconciliation to us.”      2 Corinthians 5:16-19 

We know Jesus as loving and kind, but he was also a passionate advocate for change. He is perhaps best known 
for reaching out to the disenfranchised—the women, the poor, the oppressed, the sick, the lepers, the tax    
collectors. Jesus made it clear that the kingdom of God—the here-and-now possibility of perfection on earth—
was for everyone. Through his actions, Jesus demonstrated that all people are welcome at the table of God’s 
kingdom—and all means all. Jesus was a champion of the oppressed—the living example of unconditional 
love—and he vehemently opposed exclusionary practices. 

Being a “Reconciling Congregation” sends a clear message to the entire community and accentuates that as 

followers of Christ we are serious about our “brand” and slogan: 

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors. 
On Sunday, June 2 following worship, a church-wide vote will be taken to officially adopt the welcome/
affirmation statement and to take steps of registering to become a member of the Reconciling Ministries 

Network. This will not be a “Church Charge Conference” as Reconciling Ministries does not fall within the 
purview of official United Methodist agencies. 

Please keep your leadership and your brothers and sisters in Christ in prayer as we ask for the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance in making the decisions that will come before us as we meet on Sunday, June 2. 
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Fun with the ferret at   

Family Fun Night  
May 10th 

 

Chicken BBQ Update 

Thank you to all who baked and worked at the BBQ on May 18. The church camp group will enjoy the 
chicken in July, Family Promise guests will enjoy chicken on May 31, and the group home residents 
have chicken for future meal.   

The proceeds of our annual Chiavetta's BBQ will be shared with organizations who help feed those in 
need. We know these extra dollars ($1,250) will be put to good use at the following organizations: 

FeedMore WNY is a new organization formed with collaboration of Meals on Wheels and the Food 

Bank to tackle the root causes of hunger while better reaching underserved populations and more 
efficiently meeting the needs of the community. FeedMore WNY will expand on current programing 
of both organizations and add new services including child afterschool and summer feeding 
programs, mobile food pantries and establishment of a community kitchen for workforce 
development. 

Food For All and the Nutrition Outreach Education Program reaches those in Erie, Wyoming, 

and Genesee counties with assistance with SNAP and other nutrition education programs. They are 
located at 1272 Delaware, the Network of Religious Communities building. Food for All serves rural, 
suburban and low income; disabled, resettled refugee and elderly individuals and their families, 
providing comprehensive solutions to issues of hunger. 

ALL WOMEN WELCOME - Tuesday June 4 

UMW will gather at 6:30 to honor the Roberts’. Come and 
enjoy fellowship, conversation and healthy snacks. YOU 
are important to the future of UMW programs, activities 

and events. We’d love to hear from you. Vivian will have 
the results of our 'love' offering and donations in the 
spring.  

Hospitality Hosts - On July 2, we have been asked to serve punch and cookies at the United 

Methodist House at Chautauqua Institute. The afternoon tea time is about 3 PM. We need to take 
20 dozen cookies, punch ingredients and a flower arrangement or bouquet. A sign-up will be on the 
bulletin board. Or, see Carolyn Wrinn. 
 

Mission u is July 25-27, 2019, at Asbury Camp & Retreat Center. This is open to everyone--women, 

men, youth, clergy and laity!  Spiritual Growth Study: Practicing Resurrection: Gospel of Mark and 
Radical Discipleship led by Cindy VanAllen and What About Our Money led by Leeda Marsh.   

See all the details and the registration form in the flyer posted on the bulletin board. Scholarship are 
available from UMW.                                                                                                                     -Carolyn 



CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:   Rev. Jay Roberts 
716-909-3691; jay_r_14120@yahoo.com 

Office Hrs: Tues. 9:00 AM-12:30 PM;  

Thurs. 12 Noon-2:30 PM; Fri. 9:00 AM-12 Noon 

Music Director:   Peter Van Scozza  
716-662-3164; pvspsq@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant:  Michelle Kemp 
716-245-1692; Tues. 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Thurs. 12:30-
3:30 PM, and Fri. 9:00 AM -12:00 noon 

Sunday Morning Childcare:  Sue Stachewicz 
Phone:  716-941-3146 

Custodian:  Maria Galley  
716-997-6072 ; maria.galley@yahoo.com 

Living in 

Christ’s love, 

serving God 

and  

neighbor. 
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St. Pauly’s Clothing  
Shed Volunteers 

Week of:  
6/2 Mike Waters 
6/9 Art Cooper 
6/16 Linda Carroll 
6/23 Ed Nuse 
6/30 Amanda & Tom 
 Donovan 

Please be sure to arrange a 
replacement when you are 
unable to work your week. 

 

 
On behalf of Pastor Rebecca Allis 
of Covenant and New Hope UMC 
churches, thank you for your 
generous donations totaling $323 
collected last month to help their 
family short-term after their 
home was destroyed by a fire.                                                                                                                

-Ed Nuse 

Former pastor of OPUMC comes 
back to town for a visit… 
 

Let’s have a slice of pizza and 
some good conversation with an 
old friend! Please join us on 
Thursday, June 13, at 5 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall to welcome 
Janet James home for a visit. 
Please bring your favorite dish 
to pass.  

Any questions, please contact 
Julie Waters at 716-868-9177. 

3700 N. Buffalo St., Orchard Park, NY 14127 

716-662-7912 /  Email: opumc@verizon.net 

O.W.L.S.* Lunch   

If you are interested in attending the next lunch, 

please contact  Corley Gordon at 740-8667.   

Next lunch: Tuesday, June 25, at Pegasus Restaurant  

*older, wiser, livelier seniors 

OWLS 

at  

Jack 

Devine’s 

on 

May 25th 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

 

2 
Worship &  
Children’s SS 
11:00am 

UMYF  6:30pm 

 

3 4 

Choir Rehearsal 
7:00pm 

5 6 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

7 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

8 

Fellowship Hall in 
use  1-4pm 

9 

Children’s 
Day  
11:00am 
 

10 

Sewing Circle 
9:30am-1:00pm 

11 

Church Council 
6:00pm 

12 13 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

Get together with 
Janet James  5pm 

 

14 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

15 

16   

Summer  
Worship begins 
10:00am 

Teacher Recognition  

Peace with Justice 
Sunday 

17 18 19 20 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

21 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

22 

23 

Summer Worship 
10:00am 

24 

Sewing Circle 
9:30am-1:00pm 

25 
Primary Election 
(all day in FH) 
 

OWLS Lunch 
12noon (Pegasus) 

26 27 
716 Fresh 8am-4pm 

28 
 
Exemplary Needle 
Guild 
9:30am-3:30pm 

29 

30 

Summer Worship 
10:00am 

      

JUNE 2019 
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Happy  
Father’s Day 



Orchard Park United Methodist Church   
3700 North Buffalo Road 
Orchard Park, NY 14127 

www.opumc.com 
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