
“Repeatedly, Jesus told stories and acted in ways that suggested, 

if not demanded, the people of God accept those they had 

labeled as unacceptable. He called on us to abandon our quick 

judgments and love whomever we encountered. Love was no 

longer reserved for those who were like us. Jesus said, ‘if you love 

those who love you, what credit is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32)  

 He then demonstrated this all-embracing love. He healed lepers. He comforted 
prostitutes. He ate with tax collectors. He forgave sinners. Those whom the world 
despised, he befriended. He died with love on his lips ‘Father forgive them; for 
they know not what they do’ (Luke 23:34). If God is love, as Scripture claims, I 
must reject any word that suggests God is less than loving. And I must abandon 
any reasoning that allows me to be less gracious than God.” Gulley and 
Mulholland, “If Grace Is True” 

 When was the last time you felt most loved? When was the last time you 
shared your kind spirit, words of affirmation (your love) with another? Some 
would tell us that the greatest threat to humankind today is not the destruction 
of our natural world and resources, not the rollercoaster ride of our economy, 
not wide-spread natural disasters, and not even the continuous nature and 
escalation of war and threats of war around the world.  

 Some would say the greatest threat to humankind is loneliness, i.e., the lack of 
experiencing or sharing love for and with others. That may not be far from the 
truth. If we believe that God’s life is an all-embracing love, then not experiencing 
or sharing that love is living without God, which is death. Maybe we take the 
power of love too lightly in the midst of all the other overwhelming issues that 
confront us. Maybe we romanticize that word down to a sugary-sweet feeling 
that finally doesn’t have much purpose or commitment, especially when things 
don’t go our way with others. 

 We will walk through a season where God’s love for humanity led to a cross 
and a horrific death for the one we know as Jesus. Rather than strike back at 
those who seek to destroy the very love God offers, God’s power through Jesus 
chooses death itself to show forth the triumph of love over hate and life over 
death. Where does that leave us? 

 I believe one of the greatest gifts of this place called Orchard Park UMC is the 
simplicity of our understanding of God’s grand mission. The heart of that mission 
is reaching out to as many folks as possible with the life-giving, life-affirming, life-
embracing relationship of love in God through Jesus Christ. Our church should be 
about inviting and building and deepening relationships from the youngest child 
to the oldest adult. God’s love took the promise of life to the cross and beyond – 
where does God’s love take us? Certainly, towards a sacrifice of self for others, 
and in that sacrifice, to the triumph of love over hate, peace over strife, and yes, 
life over death. At Orchard Park UMC, we continue to strive for the courage to 
live God’s love in ever-expanding ways! 

So may it ever be! 
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March 6  

Ashes to Go:  
7:00-9:00am, in 

church parking lot   
 

Worship Service: 
7pm Service 



Sunday, March 3 

9:30 AM Adult Study 
11 AM Worship &  SS 

  Greeter:  Marilyn Henning 
Lay Reader:  TBD 
Coffee Hour Host:  Monica Restorff 
AV:  Peter Slotman 
 

Wednesday, March 6  

7:00-9:00am Ashes To Go 

7:00pm Ash Wednesday Service  
 

Sunday, March 10 

9:30 AM Adult Study 
11 AM Worship &  SS 

  Greeter:  Donna Kroh 
Lay Reader:  TBD 
Coffee Hour Host:  Alice Hutchins 
AV: Margot Ip 
 

Sunday, March 17 

9:30 AM Adult Study 
11 AM Worship &  SS 

  Greeters:  Mike & Julie Waters 
Lay Reader:  TBD 
Coffee Hour Host: Beth Stuart 
AV:  Margot Ip 
 

Sunday, March 24 
9:30 AM Adult Study 
11 AM Worship &  SS 

  Greeters:  The Spinelli Family 
Lay Reader:  TBD 
Coffee Hour Hosts: Spinelli Family 
AV: Peter Slotman 
 

Sunday, March 31 
9:30 AM Adult Study 
11 AM Worship &  SS 

  Greeters:  Tom & Carolyn Wrinn 
Lay Reader:  TBD 
Coffee Hour Host: Roz Slotman 
AV: Peter Slotman 
 

Communion Steward for March: 
Marilyn Henning 
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Drive thru between 7:00-9:00am 

We are taking the ancient tradition of Ash Wednesday 

and its practice of imposition of ashes to the street (in 

our case, the church’s driveway/parking lot). We will be 

offering prayer to people who drive through in their cars. 

We’re offering Ashes to Go because that reminder of 

need, humility, and healing shouldn’t be confined to a 

church building. We probably need it more when we are 

in the middle of our daily business! Begin the season of 

Lent by receiving ashes as a sign of our brokenness along 

with the reminder that we are dust.   

Ash Wednesday Evening Service 
7:00 pm, with imposition of ashes 

Let’s begin Lent together at the combined worship 
service at the church with our brothers and sisters in 
Christ of Emmanuel UMC.  

March 6 

Please remember to sign up to host a coffee hour in April, May and/or June. The sign-up sheet is posted outside the kitchen. 

March Worship  
Participants 

LENT begins... 

Refocus for Lent  

Give up complaining — focus on gratitude.  

Give up harsh judgments — think kind thoughts.  

Give up worry — trust God to provide.  

Give up discouragement — be full of hope.  

Give up bitterness — turn to forgiveness.  

Give up hatred — return good for evil.  

Give up anger — be more patient.   

Give up pettiness —become mature.  

Give up jealousy — pray for trust.  

Give up gossiping — control your tongue.  

Give up sin — turn to virtue.  

Give up giving up — persevere.  

—Author unknown   
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Bob Laurie 
Jim Fanning 
Jim Wik 
Bob & Janet James 
Nancy & Mike Kamm  
Terry Schultz 
Kim Hutton 

Active & Veteran Servicemen 

Senior Care: 

Millie Lohiser 
John Henning  
Phil Paglia 
Prudy Pugh  

  

Thank you so much 
for the check for 
Christmas. It is such 
a blessing to care for 
the children and see 
them grow. 

Sue Stachewicz 

To All members of the OPUMC, 

I want to thank all of you who 

have had me in your prayers. 

What a great feeling to know all 

the support in the community.  

I am on my way to healing but it 

is a long road ahead. 

Bob Laurie 

Nicaragua Project … A BIG Success! 

110 pairs of shoes, sandals, flip flops and sneakers were 

collected and carried by local missionaries to Nicaragua. The 

footwear will be given to needy children so they can attend 

school.  

Thank you to the congregation for their support and care for 

the people of Nicaragua!! 

-Candy Carberry 

 

As many of you know, we depleted our food pantry over the Thanksgiving 

and Christmas holidays in order to help our AOK families.  We are now in the 

process of restocking our shelves as there is frequently a need to help a 

family at other times of the year. Your generosity is always amazing and we 

know we can count on your support.   

Since some of the food may 

not be needed until next 

Fall, we ask that you please be mindful of the 

expiration dates on anything you donate. Food 

Pantry Sunday continues to be the last Sunday of 

the month and your contributions are greatly 

appreciated. 

-The Mission Team 

Food Pantry Sunday 

You can place your food items on the 
floor at the end of your pew. Other 
days, put your donation in one of the 
baskets in the Narthex. 

 

Everything that is, is given by the God of love. All is grace. Light and water, 

shelter and food, work and free time, children, parents and grandparents, 

birth and death - it is all given to us. Why? So that we can say gracias, thanks: 

to God, thanks to each other, thanks to all and everyone. 
- Henri J.M. Nouwen, Gracias! A Latin American Journal 
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Friday, March 1, 1:00pm 

History    

8 becomes 800,000 

In March 23, 1869, eight women gathered at Tremont Methodist Episcopal Church in Boston, MA 

and organized the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, which would later become United 

Methodist Women. They raised money to send a doctor, Clara Swain, and a teacher, Isabella 

Thoburn, to India to serve the women of that nation. 

Since then, for 150 years, UMW has evolved to become the largest (800,000) women’s faith-based 

service and advocacy organization, underwriting programs that provide life-changing opportunities 

for women, children and youth.  

Response Magazine is the official publication of UMW.  Learn about many global mission institutions 

of our organization. Current issues are in the magazine rack in the Narthex. 

 

Our local unit of UMW is connected to the National (UMW Inc.), through the district (Niagara 

Frontier) and the Conference (Upper NY). We are evolving … which means a few changes. Most of 

you know we served Fish Dinners for 40 years, and the cookie sale about as long. These are the 

events that funded the UMW budget. We did not have either of those events last year, but a 

Chiavetta’s BBQ was held in the fall. 

More fundraisers depend on not just the women, but the whole congregation. We have fewer 

women of all ages and the work gets more difficult for several people. Today, INSTEAD of working, 

we’re asking for a commitment, a love offering or donation; it might even be a promise to help 

support our budget … and we request this be paid by April 30. You won’t have to bake a pie, smell 

like fried fish or spend hours making hundreds of cookies.   
 

Where does our money go?   

 A pledge to missions through the district for the work of the 

national organization 

 Contribution to Network of Religious Communities  

 Harlan Ball and camp scholarship support  

 Emergency mission funds-- local or national (UMCOR) 

 Fresh flowers on the altar, coffee and kitchen supplies for 

fellowship time and meetings 

 Funds for programs, speakers and babysitting, including the 

Mother & Child Event, which we have to plan at the March 5th  

meeting at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.    

*   *   * 

UMW Gift Day - Gift Day is Saturday, March 16. UM women from our district gather for a 

program and bring items their churches have collected for several. If you would like to donate, a list 

of supplies needed by each ministry will be posted on the bulletin board. A table is set up in the 

Fellowship Hall for your donation.  

all women... 

March 5, 6:30pm 



Page 5 

Excerpt from Letter to church from St. Pauly Textile:  
 

Thank you for continuing to collaborate with us on the St. Pauly Textile clothing drop off shed project! In 2018 

roughly 58,465 garments of clothing were donated to your shed. This was enough to clothe an estimated7087 

people. This clothing is being used right now by people in one or more of 44 different countries (including the US) 

to which our clothing is likely to have been distributed this past year. 

Your organization raised $3,543.61 in 2018 through hosting this shed. 

We ask that you continue to spread the word about the clothing shed to other community members. Thank you for 

all your support, and please feel free to reach out to us at any time! 

Sincerely, 

The Team at St. Pauly Textile, Inc. 

 
1067 Gateway Drive Farmington, NY 14425 585-9 24-7941 www.StPaulyTextile.com

When disaster strikes around the globe—Haiti’s 2010 earthquake or 

Typhoon Haiyan in 2013—so many watching the drama unfold on our 

living room televisions feel entirely helpless. How could any one person 

make a difference in the wake of such widespread devastation? As 

responders around the globe scramble to help survivors, the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief, UMCOR, is prepared to act. 

So don’t be fooled by the word Committee. 

Since 1940, when UMCOR’s forerunner was established to meet the needs of those suffering 

overseas at the onset of World War II, we’ve continued to respond to those in desperate need—

today throughout more than eighty countries around the world. 

The response of UMCOR isn’t something “they” do, it’s something “we” do. 

When You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to Serve in His Name 

That’s because your generous giving to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) is 

what allows UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving toward the most 

vulnerable in their darkest days. Convinced that all people have God-given worth and dignity—

without regard to race, religion or gender—together we are assisting those impacted by crisis or 

chronic need. 
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing 

You can donate online or use the special envelopes in the bulletin on Sunday, March 31st— 

UMCOR Sunday. 

Together, we 

reach children, 

families and 

communities who 

have experienced 

devastation in the 

wake of disaster.  

 



CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:   Rev. Jay Roberts 

716-909-3691; jay_r_14120@yahoo.com 

Office Hrs: Tues. 9:00 AM-12:30 PM;  

Thurs. 12 Noon-2:30 PM; Fri. 9:00 AM-12 Noon 

Music Director:   Peter Van Scozza  

716-662-3164; pvspsq@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant:  Michelle Kemp 

716-245-1692; Tues. 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Thurs. 12:30-

3:30 PM, and Fri. 9:00 AM -12:00 noon 

*Michelle will be out of the office the week of Christmas. 

Sunday Morning Childcare:  Sue Stachewicz 

Phone:  716-941-3146 

Custodian:  Maria Galley  

716-997-6072 ; maria.galley@yahoo.com 

Living in 

Christ’s love, 

serving God 

and  

neighbor. 

Deadline for April 2019 VISTA  

Tuesday, March 19, 2019 
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St. Pauly’s Clothing  
March Shed Volunteers 

Week of:  
3/3 Art Cooper 
3/10 Linda Carroll 
3/17 Waterhouse family 
3/24 Dan Liggett 
3/31 George Slocum 

Please be sure to arrange a 
replacement when you are 
unable to work your week. 

 

March Volunteers 
to shovel snow at the church 

Week of:  
3/3 Ed Nuse 
3/10 Ed Nuse 

 

 

O.W.L.S. Lunch 

Are you an older, wiser, livelier senior? Are  you 

looking for a fun gathering of other OWLS? Join the 

group that meets on the last Tuesday of every 

month at 12noon at a different local restaurant. If 

you are interested in attending, please contact  

Corley Gordon at 740-8667.   

Next lunch: Tuesday, March 26, at Mangia (4264 N. 

Buffalo Street, OP) 

Easter Flowers  

Watch for more information on 

ordering flowers which will 

adorn the Sanctuary for Easter. 

April 14 ~  Palm Sunday 

April 18 ~ Maundy Thursday,  
 7pm Service 

April 21 ~ Easter Sunday 
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March 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 716 Fresh  
        7am-11pm 

 
World Day of 
Prayer Service 

1:00pm 

2 

3 
Adult Bible 
Study  9:30am 
Worship & 
Children’s SS 
11am 

UMYF  6:30pm 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 6:15pm 

5 

UMW  6:30pm 

 
Zumba for kids 
4:00pm 

Daisies  4:30pm 

Brownies  6:30pm 
 

6 7 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

8 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

9 

10 
        Adult Bible    
  Study  9:30am 
Worship & 
Children’s SS 
11am 

11 

Sewing Circle 
9:30am-1:00pm 

 
 
 
Girl Scouts  5:30pm 

12 
 
 
 
Zumba for kids 
4:00pm 

13 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:00pm 

14 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

15 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

16 
UMW Gift Day 
(Grand Island Trinity 
UMC) 

17 
Adult Bible 
Study  9:30am 
Worship & 
Children’s SS 
11am 

18 19 
VISTA deadline 

 

Zumba for kids 
4:00pm 

Daisies  4:45pm 

20 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:00pm 

21 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

22 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

23 

24 
Adult Bible 
Study  9:30am 
Worship & 
Children’s SS 
11am 

25 

Sewing Circle 
9:30am-1:00pm 

 
 
Girl Scouts  5:30pm 
Girl Scouts 6:15pm 

26 

OWLS Luncheon 
12noon (Mangia’s) 

Zumba for kids 
4:00pm 

Brownies  6:15pm 

27 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:00pm 

28 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

29 
716 Fresh 8am-2pm 

30 

31 
Adult Bible 
Study  9:30am 
Worship & 
Children’s SS 
11am 
UMCOR Special 
Offering 

      

Ashes to Go 
7:00-9:00am 

Worship Service  
7:00pm 



Orchard Park United Methodist Church   
3700 North Buffalo Road 
Orchard Park, NY 14127 

www.opumc.com 
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