
Thinking about what to write for this December newsletter I came to the 

realization that whatever I do write will just be a combination of all the 

dreams and memories of what Christmas has been, is and will be. Sounds a 

bit like Dickens’ Christmas Carol, doesn’t it? 

There is, I think, more truth to that than we really want anyone to know – some part of 

us remains like a child; some like the dreamer and a great assortment of other things. 

In short, we make Christmas what WE want it to be whether it becomes a riot of 

shopping and spending or trying to make up for the other 364 days of the year or 

trying to ease our conscience; a whole list of things. Some among us will try to recover 

what we feel we have lost; or what we never had. 

Whenever I listened to Christmas music on the radio or see some of the old Christmas 

classics on television from my childhood, it paints again that picture of what Christmas 

was like for me growing up. 

We depend a lot on those memories, those building blocks of what we go into, what 

we become. This season is at times  a fantasy that disappears as quickly as it came left 

with only the faint remnants of satisfaction or disappointment. 

You see, we are right in line with all the Christians through the ages. We don’t know 

what will become of this life, but we want to return to that place or those places that 
gave us hope in the midst of despair. We want, I believe, to find that Star to guide us to 

a place of hope.  

The only thing is that there is a journey, or a task to do for us to get there. We have to 

make up our mind that the baby born that night can really shatter the darkness the 

world or life events attempt to impose on us. We finally have to come to the place of 
seeing more than what the world says should be going on in this twelfth month of the 

year. We have to see life and ourselves as being defined by who we are and not by 

what we have. It is not just that we make the journey; it is what we do about what we 

discover because of it. 

Christmas does not have to be just about a journey to Bethlehem, but also what 

happens after, that life continues and we grow, discover, and become more than we 
have been. We take chances and push ourselves to try new things and we find new 

strength that we never knew we had. We make memories of how we know ourselves 

better and how we can share what we have found. We find that forgiveness is possible, 

not always easy, but possible. We can find that hope and faith and trust can grow again 
even when we didn’t think it would. And it is all because of a new life that came to us in 

a baby born in a manger.  

May this Christmas be for you and yours the best you have ever had! 

-Pastor Jay 

 

  Volume 60    DECEMBER 2018  Number  11 

VISTA Newsletter 

The 

from  
Pastor Jay... 

Inside this Issue: 

Worship Information Pg 2 

Birthdays Pg 2 

Prayer List Pg 2 

AOK Outreach Pg 3 

UMW                   Pgs 4,5 

Church Contact 

Information/Staff Pg 6 

Calendar Pg 7 

 

Orchard Park 

United Methodist 
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3700 N. Buffalo Street 
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Email: opumc@verizon.net 

Website: opumc.com 

Pastor Jay Roberts 

716-909-3691 

Jay_r_14120@yahoo.com 

 

Monday, DECEMBER 24 

7:00 PM  
Candlelight Service 



Sunday, December 2  

9:30 AM Adult Study 
11 AM Worship &  SS 
   Hanging of the Greens 

Greeter & Communion   
    Steward:  Marcia Roberts 
Coffee Hour Hosts:  TBD 
No AV 
 

Sunday, December 9 

9:30 AM Adult Study 
11 AM Worship &  SS 

 Greeter:  Bea Hudson 
Lay Reader:  George Slocum 
Coffee Hour Hosts:  TBD 
No AV 
 

Sunday, December 16 

9:30 AM Adult  Study 
11 AM Worship  & SS 
Children’s Christmas Program 
Holiday Season  Luncheon 

Greeter:  Ed Nuse  
Lay Reader:  Mary Jane Russell 
AV:  Peter Slotman 
 

Sunday, December 23 

9:30 AM Adult  Study 
11 AM Worship   

Greeters:  The Slocum’s  
Lay Reader:  Candy Carberry 
AV:  Margot Ip 
Coffee Hosts:  TBD 
 

Monday, December 24 

7:00 PM Candlelight Service 

Greeter:  Marilyn Henning 
Lay Reader:  Magdeline Hayman   
AV:  Peter Slotman 
 

Sunday, December 30 

11 AM Worship  

Greeter: Donna Kroh 
Lay Reader:  TBD 
AV:  Margot Ip 
Coffee Host:  TBD 
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Sandy Yost (Ed Nuse’s sister) 

Family of David Helper (Pastor Jay & 

Marcia’s nephew) 

Nancy Kamm (Beth Stuart’s mom) 

Katherine & Daniel Montanez ( Beth 

Stuart’s daughter & son-in-law) 

Those affected by natural disasters 

Senior Care: Millie Lohiser 
John Henning  Phil Paglia 
Prudy Pugh (Scott’s mother) 

Holiday Season Luncheon 

Sunday, December 16, following worship  

If you’re able to make a pot of soup, please sign up on 
the bulletin board outside the kitchen or contact 

Amanda Donovan (207-9169).  

Come enjoy fellowship and a warm meal. 

Debra Bischoff 12/2 

Marie Gorman 12/5 

Diane Clark 12/15 

Robyn Pugh 12/18 

Ryan Clark 12/19 

Kyle Marcus 12/25 

Hunter Bischoff 12/25 

Julie Waters 12/30 

 

Advent devotionals, “Surprises 
Along the Way” are available on the 
table in the Narthex or outside the 
Sanctuary.  

The Upper Room also has special Advent readings. Those 
are found on the bookshelf in the Narthex.  

 

Our prayers go out to Janet (former pastor) and Bob James. 
Bob has been stricken with Shy Drager syndrome along with 
his Parkinsons illness.  They are staying in a Rehab assisted 
living apartment for the time being: 

10 Residences way  #207 
Haverhill, MA  01830 

We are sure cards and notes would be appreciated. I will try 
and keep us all informed of any major changes 
Thank You,  Ed Nuse 

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Michelle Kemp, 6178 McKinley    
              Parkway, Upper, Hamburg, NY 14075   
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Thank you!    
Mission Team 

*  Outreach  *  
Acts of Kindness 

The Christmas Angel Tree for our AOK families is all set up. This year we are 

supporting four families (6 adults/10 children) with a Christmas meal and gifts. 

If you take an angel, please be sure to sign your name next to the gift listed in the 

appropriate space on the chart next to the tree. Gifts should be unwrapped, angel 

attached and returned to the church no later than Wednesday, December 13. Donations 

of wrapping paper and scotch tape are also greatly appreciated. 

We will provide food for our four AOK families’ CHRISTMAS DINNER. Bins will be in the 

Narthex and back entrance for your donations.   

The needs for AOK: 

Frozen Turkeys (put in our freezer) Macaroni and cheese box  

Canned corn, peas, yams, mixed veggies Canned fruit 

Stuffing Cake mix; Brownie mix 

Cranberry sauce   Applesauce, Jello 

Corn bread mix   Napkins/paper products  

Gravy $ Cash                                                           

Adult Christmas party 

Friday, December 14  
7:00pm   

 

The adult Christmas party will be Dec. 14.  Come join us for fun and games.  Cost is $5:00 per 

person to cover punch, paper products, etc.  Bring a hors d'oeuvre or desert.  Each person bring a 

wrapped gift (NTX $10.00) for the Yankee swap.   

Please contact Vivian Slocum (716 662 7618) if babysitting is needed.  
We will also be collecting pet food, toys, etc for animal shelters.  

Hope to see you there. 

Clara’s Closet  

Adults and children’s jackets and coats -WARM, clean, new or gently 

used with buttons and working zippers. They can be hung on the 

clothes rack near the lavatories.  

We are also collecting hats, scarves, mittens, gloves and boots. There 

is a container under the coat rack.  
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This Christmas… 

Let’s Give a Little Jesus, a thoughtful word or deed, 

an act of generosity for someone who’s in need. 

Let’s Give a Little Jesus  to everyone we meet - 
the salesclerk or the server, the person on the street. 

Let’s Give a Little Jesus,  that’s what really counts - 

not what’s spent or bought, for whom, in what amounts. 

Let’s Give a Little Jesus to everyone, large or small… 
for Jesus, the Messiah, is the Greatest Gift of All! 
                                             -Lisa O. Engelhardt, submitted y Marilyn Henning 

 

Women of Orchard Park United Methodist Church  

Annual Christmas Program, “A Vision of Shalom,” and Mission Event... 

Thursday, DECEMBER 6 

Program begins at 7pm 

Come enjoy dessert and the auction for UMW missions.   

All donations for that evening can be placed on the table in the Fellowship Hall this Sunday,  

December 2.  One table of nice décor items or ornaments will be a fixed price.  There may be a 

silent auction section.  Donate a theme basket, a service, holiday cookies, or hand-made item 

(a week at Hilton Head is already up for auction).  Get ready to bid!   

Invite your friends and neighbors! 

Call or email Candy (716-867-5395) or Carolyn (716-648-1179) with questions.   

To sign up to bring dessert, see the bulletin board outside the kitchen. 

Remember, this is a mission event….all the $$ raised this evening will be sent to organizations 

that make a difference in the lives of women, children and youth.  Everyone is welcome to re-

turn on January 8, 2019 at 6:30 PM  to decide where the money goes!  You can donate any 

amount before this January date.  

Something new in the works for our UMW budget—a pledge drive. Find out more on Thursday, 

December 6…See you there!! 

Shalom, 

Carolyn Wrinn 

 

Purpose and covenant  
of UMW on next page... 
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PURPOSE 
OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

The organized unit  

   of United Methodist Women  

       shall be a community of women  

         whose PURPOSE is to know God  

          and experience freedom as whole persons  

        through Jesus Christ;  

      to develop a creative, supportive fellowship;  

   and to expand concepts of  

mission through participation in  

the global ministries of the church. 

Sisterhood of  Grace 

We are a sisterhood of grace. As a community of women organized for mission it is important 

that we be the creative, supportive fellowship espoused in our Purpose. In that spirit, we 

offer this covenant as a guide for interactions in our programs.  These ground rules provide us 

with a framework to ensure that dialogue and participation is open, respectful and brave as 

we share, pray, learn and listen together. 

SISTERHOOD OF GRACE COVENANT 

Listen actively—with head and heart 

Speak from your own experience 

Be aware of body language 

Respect confidentiality 

Respect personal space 

Own your intentions and your impact 

Practice sustainability 

Expect unfinished business— 

     both discomfort and joy 
  

Shalom allows all people to thrive; it is living abundantly and free from oppression.  Shalom is 

wholeness and well-being; living at peace with ourselves, with each other and the entire crea-

tion.  There can be no shalom in the world unless all people experience this fullness of life. 
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December 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
 

2          1st Sunday  

of Advent 

Hanging of the 
Greens 

Worship 11am 

UMYF 6:30pm 

3 
Prayer Group 
1pm 

4 5 
Choir  
Rehearsal 
7:00pm 

6 
UMW 
Christmas 
Program & 
Auction 
7:00pm 

7 
Exemplary  
Needle Guild 
9:30am-
3:30pm 
 

8 

9       2nd Sunday  

of Advent 

Worship 11am 

10 
Sewing Circle 
9:30am 
 
Girl Scouts  
6:15-7:30pm 

11 
 
Daisies 4:30-
6:00pm 

Brownies 6:30-
7:30pm 

12 
Choir  
Rehearsal 
7:00pm 

13 14 
Adult 
Christmas 
Party  
7:00pm 

15 Missions 

Team sorts food 

UMYF  
Progressive 
Dinner 
4:30pm 

16  3rd Sunday  

              of Advent 

Christmas  
Program 11am 

Luncheon 12noon 

UMYF Caroling 

17 18 19 
Choir  
Rehearsal 
7:00pm 

20 21 22 
AOK Families  
pick-up 

23    4th Sunday  

of Advent 

Worship 11am 

24 
 

25 26 27 28 29 

30 
 

Worship 11am 

31      

Candlelight 
Service  
7:00pm 



CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:   Rev. Jay Roberts 

716-909-3691; jay_r_14120@yahoo.com 

Office Hrs: Tues. 9:00 AM-12:30 PM;  

Thurs. 12 Noon-2:30 PM; Fri. 9:00 AM-12 Noon 

Music Director:   Peter Van Scozza  

716-662-3164; pvspsq@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant:  Michelle Kemp 

716-245-1692; Tues. 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Thurs. 12:30-

3:30 PM, and Fri. 9:00 AM -12:00 noon 

*Michelle will be out of the office the week of 

Christmas. 

Sunday Morning Childcare:  Sue Stachewicz 

Phone:  716-941-3146 

Custodian:  Maria Galley  

716-997-6072 ; maria.galley@yahoo.com 

Living in 

Christ’s love, 

serving God 

and  

neighbor. 

Deadline for  
January 2019 VISTA  

Tuesday,  

December 18, 2018 

Like us on  
Facebook! 
Pastor Jay posts                    
on the OPUMC wall. 
Check it out and pass it on!  
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The last Sunday 
of each month is 
called "Food 
Pantry Sunday."  

You can place your food items on 
the floor at the end of your pew.  
Other days, put your donation in 
one of the baskets in the Narthex. 

St. Pauly’s Clothing  
Shed  Volunteers 

Week of:  
12/2 Ed Nuse 
12/9 Dan Liggett 
12/16 George Slocum 
12/23 Waterhouse Family 
12/30 Mike Waters 

Please be sure to arrange a 
replacement when you are 
unable to work your week. 

Thanks, Ed Nuse 

Winter Storm Closings 

To check if the church is closed or activities are cancelled due to weather, go to Channel 
2, or log on to WGRZ.com for the most up-to-date information. 

Please make sure the doors to the Sanctuary are closed when you leave to keep the heat in. 

 



Orchard Park United Methodist Church   
3700 North Buffalo Road 
Orchard Park, NY 14127 

www.opumc.com 
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