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On the 15th of this month I turn 66. 66 is not a
from
milestone birthday and Marcia and I will observe
Pastor Jay . . .
it quietly. I look in the mirror and the guy looking
back has thinning hair, and more wrinkles, particularly when I smile – a far
cry from the 22-year-old who responded to the call of God by stepping
into the pulpits of two little country churches.
Yet for me, birthdays are less about getting older, and more about
being thankful. I usually begin my day thanking God for the gift of life, for
my wife, children and grandsons, my siblings, friends and for you, the
church. Life has not been perfect, and there has been pain and heartache
at times, but there is so much to be thankful for.
Some people fear getting older, and dread birthdays. There are surveys
that have been done to see at what age people report the highest levels
of life satisfaction. Surprisingly, the people with the highest life
satisfaction are not those in their 20’s and 30’s, but those in their 70’s and
often in their 80’s. In fact, reported life satisfaction drops from the 20’s to
the 40’s, but starts rising each year from the 50’s on.
If anyone were to ask me “If you could go back to any age...” my answer
would be that I rather like the age I am now. My life is a bit more balanced
than it’s ever been. I think I have more wisdom than I’ve ever had. I worry
and stress less than in my 20’s and 30’s and 40’s. I love my kids and savor
the times we’re together. And, I have two grandsons, which adds a great
deal of joy to my life.
Life is not perfect, but there is so much that is good and beautiful to
focus on as we grow older.

Beginning Sunday,

September 9,
worship starts at 11am
and includes
Blessing of the
Backpacks!

I love Robert Browning’s oft quoted words,
Grow old along with me!
The best is yet to be,
The last of life, for which the first was made.
The point of this rambling?….To encourage you to give thanks for
the blessings in your life – to look not at what you don’t have, but
what you do have; to focus on the good, rather than focusing on what
you wish was different. And to know that, regardless of what you may
be going through, there are blessings still ahead of you, some really
great blessings still to come.

Sundays in September
Sunday, September 2: 10 AM Worship
Greeters and Communion Steward:
Julie & Mike Waters
Lay Reader: Marcia Roberts
AV: Margot Ip
Coffee Host: TBD

SUNDAY

WELCOME BACK Sunday!
September 9:
11 AM Worship
Greeter: Kathy Babcock
Lay Reader: TBD
AV: Peter Slotman
Coffee Host: TBD

Sunday, September 30: 11 AM Worship
Greeter: Ed Nuse
Lay Reader: Mary Jane Russell
AV: Peter Slotman
Coffee Host: TBD

Regular worship time resumes

Come worship at 11am!
Pastor Jay will do a
Blessing of the Backpacks
as a new school year begins.
Children’s

Sunday, September 16: 11 AM Worship
Greeter: Bea Hudson
Lay Reader: TBD
AV: Peter Slotman
Coffee Host: TBD
Sunday, September 23: 11 AM Worship
Greeter: Marilyn Henning
Lay Reader: Candy Carberry
AV: Margot Ip
Coffee Host: TBD

September 9

Sunday School class for elementary students resumes
this fall. The exact start date
will be announced shortly.

Adult Sunday School will
resume on September 9 from
9:30 to 10:25 in Fellowship
Hall. We have received Part 3
of the study of Apostle Paul’s
letters, using a DVD series by John Dominic Crossan,
“The Challenge of Paul”. Watch your email for the
background info for the first session of Part 3.
If you have not participated in Parts 1 and 2, we will
help you “catch up” as we go forward. (Most of us
need some review anyway.). Email is a great way to
connect. Contact us at wjmjrussell@gmail.com
We look forward to seeing you in September and
continuing (or beginning) our conversations.

Following worship, everyone is invited
downstairs for a time of fellowship
with old and new friends...and enjoy a
snack!
If you would like to host or co-host a
Coffee Hour, please sign up on the
bulletin board outside the kitchen.

Bill & Mary Jane Russell
Note: Anyone needing childcare for that hour, please
call Carolyn Wrinn (648-1179).
Therefore encourage one another and build each other
up, just as in fact you are doing.
-from Apostle Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians (Thes. 5:11)
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New Sermon Series
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German pastor, was known for his
staunch resistance to Nazi dictatorship, including vocal
opposition to the genocidal persecution of the Jews. He was
arrested in April 1943 by the Gestapo, imprisoned at Tegel
prison for one and a half years and then executed by hanging
on April 9, 1945.
In January 1933, shortly before Hitler came to power, Bonhoeffer preached a sermon, titled
“Overcoming Fear” on the evening of the second Sunday after Epiphany. It was a time of great
tension in Berlin, and of widespread fear. The Hindenburg government was faltering, indeed was
about to go under, and with it Germany’s fragile first republic, created at Weimar after World War I.
There was fear of Communism—the “Red Tide from the East”—and other extremist movements,
and danger from open fighting in the streets. In the midst of this storm, Bonhoeffer was no more
certain of the future than anyone else, but he was sure that followers of Christ should know where
to turn. Below is an excerpt from his sermon
The Bible, the
“The overcoming of fear—that is what we are proclaiming here. The Bible,
gospel, Christ,
the gospel, Christ, the church, the faith—all are one great battle cry
the church,
against fear in the lives of human beings. Fear is, somehow or other, the
the faith—
arch-enemy itself. It crouches in people’s hearts. Fear secretly gnaws and
eats away at all the ties that bind a person to God and to others, and when
all are one great
in a time of need that person reaches for those ties and clings to them,
battle cry against
they break and the individual sinks back into himself or herself, helpless
fear in the lives of
and despairing, while hell rejoices. . . .
human beings.
Nothing can make a human being so conscious of the reality of powers
opposed to God in our lives as this loneliness, this helplessness, this fog spreading over everything,
this sense that there is no way out, and this raving impulse to get oneself out of this hell of
hopelessness.”
Beginning Sunday September 23, I will be preaching a series of sermons: “Living Beyond Fear
with Courage and Hope”. Inspired by Bonhoeffer’s message I will be speaking to how the
scriptures provide us with valuable life lessons mindful that we live in an age of high anxiety. I look
forward to sharing these messages and trust that you will be encouraged and inspired.
-Pastor Jay

Matthew 8:23-27
And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. A windstorm arose on the sea, so
great that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. And they went and
woke him up, saying, “Lord, save us! We are perishing!” And he said to them, “Why are you
afraid, you of little faith?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a
dead calm. They were amazed, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even the winds and the sea
obey him?”
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Phyllis Porter, Merrill and family/friends
John Hayman
Family of William Pearl (Doug’s brother passed away)
Students/teachers/administrators/bus drivers
Matthew (Beth Stuart’s grandson-Marine)
Katherine & Daniel Montanez (military)
OPUMC and new church year of ministry programs
Senior Care: John Henning, Prudy Pugh, Phil Paglia

The Prayer Group will begin meeting again on Monday,
October 1, at 1:00 PM, in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is
welcome to this time of fellowship and prayer that takes
place on the first Monday of the month.
If you have prayer concerns to share with the group, please contact Deanna Laurie
(667-7151) or Pastor Jay (909-3691).

Bridget Lutz
9/6
Carol Brauer 9/12
Pastor Jay
9/15
Stan Spurgeon 9/29

Monday, October 15
6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall
Come meet the new District Superintendent Rev. Carlos Rosa-Laguer.

Do you like to sing? How about
joining a group to sing together
in praise and worship?
Following worship on
Sunday, September 23,
Rite Aid will be here to
give flu shots.
You don’t have to sign
up, just meet them in
the Fellowship Hall with
your insurance card.

Our choir is looking for new members and welcoming back the old ones.
If you’d like to see what it’s all about, come to the
first rehearsal on Wednesday, September 12, at
7pm, in the Fellowship Hall. You can also call Choir
Director Peter Van Scozza at 662-3164.

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all
the earth. Sing to the Lord, praise his name.
Psalm 21:13 (NIV)

Page 4

Orchard Park United Methodist Women
invite you to the

Storytellers Café
on Thursday September 6, 2018 at 6:30 PM.
Come and learn about storytelling, the storytellers; enjoy dessert and listen to

“The Movin’ Dress” by Lorna Czarnota*
(a story about a family during the Oklahoma Dust Bowl)
This is a family friendly program, presentation is 30-45 minutes.
Questions? Call Carolyn Wrinn 648-1179
*Lorna's website is http://www.storyhavenstudio.com.
She has other interesting topics, plus books she has written.
* * *

Annual Meeting of the Niagara Frontier District UMW
Saturday, September 29, at First UMC in North Tonawanda.
The $10 registration is due by Monday, September 24. (This includes coffee hour and lunch.)
See detailed flyer posted on the bulletin board.
* * *

Beechwood/Blocher Foundation
Announcing the 23rd Annual Auction & Food Extravaganza “Enchanted Forest”
on October 20, 2018.
For several years, our unit of UMW has supported the Foundation’s fall
fundraiser. The auction and food extravaganza is an opportunity for anyone to
help out.
“Over the past 22 years the auction has raised nearly 2 million dollars for the
Beechwood and Blocher Homes. Proceeds from this event will go to the Living
Care Fund, which helps supplement our cost of care for residents who have
exhausted their personal resources and ensures that once a resident becomes a
member of our Beechwood Continuing Care ‘family,’ they remain with us for as
long as they need our care…regardless of their financial situation.”
Learn more at www.beechwoodcare.org.
Beechwood is at 2235 Millersport Highway in Getzville, NY 14068.
-Carolyn Wrinn, UMW President
The September issue of “response” magazine is available to borrow. You can find it on the bookshelf
in the Narthex. There are great articles about women in mission worldwide.
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“making
The last Sunday
of each month is
called
"Food Pantry
Sunday."

disciples of
Jesus Christ
for the
transformation

You can place your food items at
the end of your pew. Other
days, put your donation in one
of the baskets in the Narthex.

St. Pauly’s Clothing
Shed Volunteers
Week of:
9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

Waterhouse Family
Art Cooper
Ed Nuse
George Slocum
Mike Waters

Please be sure to arrange a
replacement when you are
unable to work your week.
Thanks, Ed Nuse

of the
world"

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Jay Roberts
716-909-3691; jay_r_14120@yahoo.com
Office Hrs: Tues. 9:00 AM-12:30 PM;
Thurs. 12 Noon-2:30 PM; Fri. 9:00 AM-12 Noon
Music Director: Peter Van Scozza
716-662-3164; pvspsq@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant: Michelle Kemp
716-245-1692; Tues. 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Thurs. 12:303:30 PM, and Fri. 9:00 AM -12:00 noon
Sunday Morning Childcare: Sue Stachewicz
Phone: 716-941-3146
Custodian: Maria Galley (Tom Galley’s daughter)
716-997-6072 ; maria.galley@yahoo.com

VACATIONS
Older, Wiser, Livelier Seniors

Next O.W.L.S. Lunch
Tuesday, September 25, 12 noon,
at Mangia’s Restaurant in Orchard
Park. If you’re interested in going,
please contact Corley Gordon
at 740-8667.

SAVE THE DATE
October 28, 2018
Sunday Worship Service at 11 AM
-Phyllis Cooper

Pastor Jay will be on vacation from Wednesday,
September 12 through September 19. If there is an
emergency and you need pastoral care during this
time, please contact Rev. Allyn Foster (288-7921).
Michelle will be away from the office on Thursday,
September 13 and Friday, September 14. If you have an
announcement for the September 16th bulletin, please
get it to the office by Tuesday, September 11.

Clara’s Closet
We’re still collecting household items and seasonal
clothes (no more summer clothes). The bin is in the
back entrance.
Page 6

September 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3 Labor Day

4

5

Last Summer
Worship
10am

Adult SS 9:30am

Worship
11am

11

Sewing Circle

12
Choir Practice
7:00pm

9:30am-1:00pm

7

8

716 Fresh 7a-2p

13

14

Primary Election
Poling Site

716 Fresh (all day)

15

UNY Conf. UMW Mtg (Chautauqua Inst.)
Michelle’s vacation
Pastor Jay’s vacation 12th-19th

Backpack
Blessing

16

716 Fresh

UMW
Storyteller
Café
6:30pm

9 Welcome Back 10
Sunday!

6

17

18

Adult SS 9:30am

19
Choir Practice
7:00pm

Worship
11am

20

21

716 Fresh 7a-2p

716 Fresh 7a-2p

22

27

28

29

716 Fresh 7a-2p

716 Fresh 7a-2p

Church Council
9am (Haley Rm)

Pastor Jay’s vacation 12th-19th

23

24

Adult SS 9:30am

Worship New
11am Sermon
Series

Rite Aid Flu Clinic

30
Adult SS 9:30am

Worship
11am

Sewing Circle

25

OWLS Lunch
9:30am-1:00pm 12noon
(Mangia’s)

26
Choir Practice
7:00pm

NF District
UMW Mtg
(N. Tonawanda)
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3700 North Buffalo Road
Orchard Park, NY 14127
www.opumc.com
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