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Over the past year, there have been persons near and dear to all of us,
including my family, who have been diagnosed with some life-threatening
disease such as cancer. This year, I don't need anyone to remind me of life’s
fragility and uncertainty. I’ve been leading traditional Ash Wednesday
services more years than I can recall and the liturgies of these services
typically focus on the brevity of life and remind worshippers that they came
from dust and will soon enough return back to the earth, dust once more.
Our forefathers and mothers in the faith approached Lent was a morose
season in which they gave up something to demonstrate the sincerity of
their contrition, sort of penance by deficit. The act of penitence required
turning our backs on the joys of earthly pleasures (hence, giving something
up for Lent). Yes, life is serious and risky business, and no one gets out
alive. But is the road to redemption only about escaping this world of
perpetual perishing or is it seeing everlasting beauty in each passing
moment?
As of late, I‘ve been reconsidering the meaning of Ash Wednesday. The
brevity and uncertainty of life now invites me to become, to use Charles
Wesley’s words, “lost in wonder, love and praise”. It is to seize the
moment—for this is the day God has made and I will rejoice in it! Almost
all that I love and care for is mortal and transitory, but mortality is the
inspiration to celebrate and love. We are constantly dying, but we are also
constantly living as we reflect God's vision in the world of the flesh.

February 14
see next page for
more details on
Ashes To Go
and the evening
service at
Emmanuel UMC

In the Celtic tradition, such places that give us an opening into the
magnificence and wonder of the presence of God are called “thin places.”
There is a Celtic saying that heaven and earth are only three feet apart, but
in the thin places that distance is even smaller. A thin place is where the
veil that separates heaven and earth is lifted and one is able to receive a
glimpse of the glory of God. This day of ashes (and the days of Lent) is a
"thin place," for God is with us revealed in flesh, blood, and healing touch.
(continued on next page)

Worship Schedule

LENT begins...

Sunday, February 4
9:30 AM Adult Study
11:00 AM Worship Service & SS
Greeter & Communion Steward:
Marilyn Henning
Lay Reader: Marcia Roberts
AV: Margot Ip
Coffee Host: TBA
Sunday, February 11
Transfiguration of the Lord
9:30 AM Adult Study
11:00 AM Worship & SS
Greeter: Bob Laurie
Lay Reader: Carol Brauer
AV: Peter Slotman
Coffee Host: Marcia Roberts
Sunday, February 18
1st Sunday in LENT
9:30 AM Adult Study
11:00 AM Worship & SS
Greeter: Donna Kroh
Lay Reader: Dan Liggett
AV: Peter Slotman
Coffee Host: TBA
Sunday, February 25
2nd Sunday in LENT
9:30 AM Adult Study
11:00 AM Worship
Greeters: Tom & Carolyn Wrinn
Lay Reader: Mary Jane Russell
AV: Margot Ip
Coffee Host: TBA
Please sign up to host (co-host)
Coffee Fellowship in February
or March. The sign-up sheet
is posted near the kitchen.

February 14
Drive thru between 7:30-9:00am

We are taking the ancient tradition of Ash Wednesday and its
practice of imposition of ashes to the street (in our case, the
church’s driveway/parking lot). We will be offering prayer to
people who drive through in their cars.
We’re offering Ashes to Go because that reminder of need,
humility, and healing shouldn’t be confined to a church
building. We probably need it more when we are in the middle
of our daily business! Begin the season of Lent by receiving
ashes as a sign of our brokenness along with the reminder that
we are dust.

Ash Wednesday Evening Service
7:00 pm at Emmanuel UMC
Everyone is welcome to worship together at our sister church,
Emmanuel UMC, located at 7404 Ellicott Road, Orchard Park.

Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018

from Pastor Jay (continued from previous page)
With the beginning of Lent, I'm letting go of everything that
keeps me from rejoicing in the passing beauty of the earth.
Yes, we are dust but dust is good; after all, it is the place of
richness, of moist dark soil, and perhaps we are "star-dust,"
emerging from God's intergalactic creativity. Lent invites us
to be open to the awe-filled, precarious world in which we
live. The ashes which we receive are ashes that call us to
"repent," turn around, are also the ashes of transformation,
of awakening to beauty and love, of living more in the
moment, appreciating God's grandeur, and believing the
good news—the embodied, yet ever-lasting, gospel of grace
and peace and freedom — the beauty and glory of God that
we can experience in thin places.
I invite you to prepare to be lost in wonder, love and praise
this Lent as we worship and fellowship together.
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Next UMW Meeting
Thursday, February 1, 6:30pm
All women are welcome! We’ll meet in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30.
We will plan for the year, including mother/child event.

UMW District Gift Day
February 10, 2018 ; 9:30am-12noon
This is a day UMW women from our district gather for a program and to bring the items their
churches have collected for several ministries to Baker Memorial UMC. A list of supplies that
are needed by each ministry will be posted on the bulletin board (next to the sign-up sheet).
Please keep these needs in mind when you go shopping. There will be a table in the Fellowship
Hall on February 4 for gift day items.
If you’d like to attend, please sign up by the 4th. There is no cost but they need to know the
number of people who will attend. The morning program begins at 9:30 (coffee and pastries)
and will include speakers from three of the ministries.
This year, we’ll help support the following seven outreach ministries: Jericho Road, Pink Bag for
Lady Vets, St. James Little Wonders, Seneca Street afterschool, Go Ministries UMCOR Kits, Clara’s
Closet and Central City Café.

NEW ADULT STUDY!
Join us Sunday mornings from 9:30 to 10:30 for a new 9-session class
on the writings of the apostle Paul. The first class is January 28.
Questions? Contact Bill or Mary Jane Russell (646-6376 wjmjrussell@gmail.com)

Dear church,
Thank you for the generous gift you presented to our
family this past Christmas. Again, the expression of
your love overwhelmed us only to be surpassed by
your gracious and generous spirit of support, encouragement and prayers. May God continually
bless you.
The Roberts Family
Thank you so much for the generous Christmas gift. It is
such a pleasure to serve the congregation. It's nice to
see some new faces in the nursery also.
Fondly,
Sue Stachewicz
Dear Friends at OPUMC,
Thank you so much for the Christmas gift.
Tom Galley
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Eli Scharf (Rev. Brian Scharf’s grandson)
Kris Lutz
Nancy Kamm, Tammy Raichel
Katherine & Daniel Montanez
(Beth Stuart’s daughter/son-in-law; military)

Senior Care:
John Henning
Phil Paglia

Millie Lohiser
Prudy Pugh

Birthday Blessings
Mary Jane Russell
Kristina Lutz
Kris Lutz
Charlene Marcus
Beth Kaforey
Debbie Schwabel

2/7
2/9
2/12
2/14
2/23
2/24

written by the
women of
Suriname
(South
America)

2018 Theme:
All God’s Creation is
Very Good!
Friday, March 2
1:00pm
at OPUMC

Read more about
WDP and Suriname
at wdp-usa.org

This year, OPUMC will host this special service. Local churches in the neighboring towns will join
us in planning/organizing. Our speaker will be Karen Wehn, Prof. of Environmental Science at ECC.
If you would like to be involved in the planning process, please come to the meetings scheduled
for 1:00 PM on January 31 and February 7, 21, and 28.

What is World Day of Prayer?
It is a worldwide, ecumenical movement of Christian women of many
traditions who come together to observe a common day of prayer each
year, and who, in many countries, have a continuing relationship in
One of the writer’s groups in
Suriname.
prayer and service.
 It is initiated and carried out by women in more than 170 countries and regions.


It is symbolized by an annual day of celebration observed on the first Friday in March to which all
people are welcome.



It brings women of different races, cultures and traditions together in fellowship, understanding
and action throughout the year.



Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm that prayer and action are inseparable and have
immeasurable influence in the world.



The motto of World Day of Prayer is "Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action."



In sharing prayers, music, art and culture, we discover commonalities and differences that can be
celebrated and can be enriching.

Church Youth Receives Honors
Alyssa Lutz was named as a scholar athlete by the Buffalo News and also selected to
the ECIC division 1 girls soccer first team. Alyssa is member of the Orchard Park High
School soccer team and Global Premier Soccer.
She will be attending Rochester Institute of Technology next fall, where she will
continue playing soccer. She plans to major in new media design, coming up with ideas
for the technology of the future and social media.
Alyssa is the daughter of Bridget & Kris Lutz and the granddaughter of Debbie & Bill Schwabel.
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-Art Cooper

UMYF (Youth Fellowship)
This year our UMYF has been having fun. We have ten to twelve youths
participating. At present, most of our youth are not from our church. Most
have been to church camp and we are doing a lot of “bible teaching”.
In November, we did a food drive. Not as successful as in past years but a
lot of food.
In December, we were very busy. December 10, we went shopping for ten
people for the AOK families. December 16, we had our annual progressive
dinner with hors d’oeuvres at the Waterhouse’s. Then moved on to the
Slocum’s for dinner, followed with dessert and games at the home of
Samantha Kieffer.
The next night, December 17, we did Christmas caroling at People Inc.
next door to the church with cookies and cider.
In January, we started the month with a retreat at Camp Asbury Friday
thru Sunday. The weekend was “Youth in Pursuit”. The services, games
and food were fantastic. We finished up Sunday at 11:30am and returned
to the church and prepared dinner for the Seneca Street UMC. At 6:00pm,
we were tired and ready to go home.
-George Slocum

Catch the Spirit Discipleship Gathering
Niagara Frontier District of the United Methodist Church

February 24, 2018 ~ 8:00am to 3:30pm
Registration forms will be on the table in the Narthex. They are due February 16. More details,
including a list of all the classes, is with the registration form.
Catch the Spirit is an opportunity to gather with other United Methodists from around the
District (primarily Erie and Niagara counties) for the purpose of learning together, gathering
ideas to bring back to OPUMC, strengthening faith through worship and dialogue, renewing
connections and making new ones.
This is a one-day event, with no ongoing commitment. Participants can sign up for a morning
class OR an afternoon class OR both (2 different classes) OR a full-day class. For the past
several years, it has been held at Clarence UMC, which has a good facility for this purpose.
There are a variety of workshops with different emphases — some for aspiring lay leaders,
some for personal growth, some for training people to serve in a particular area, some for
simply sharing and gleaning new ideas.
Theme for 2018: Living Abundantly —”A Super-Sized Life”
Scripture reference is John 10:1-10
Workshops * Fellowship * Vendors * Lunch
Register by February 16.
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Our United Methodist
mission is to

The last Sunday
of each month
is called "Food
Pantry
Sunday."

“live the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and to
be God’s love with

You can place your food items
on the floor at the end of your
pew. Other days, put your
donation in one of the baskets in
the Narthex.

St. Pauly’s Clothing
Shed Volunteers
Week of:
2/4
Dan Liggett
2/11 Mike Waters
2/18 Waterhouse Family
2/25 George Slocum
Please be sure to arrange a
replacement when you are
unable to work your week.
Thanks, Ed Nuse

O.W.L.S. Lunch
Those who are an older,
wiser, livelier senior, you
are welcome to join us at a
local restaurant on the last
Tuesday of every month at
12noon. If you are
interested in attending,
please contact Corley
Gordon at 649-9709.
Next lunch: Tuesday,
February 27- location TBD

our neighbors in
all places."

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Jay Roberts
716-909-3691; jay_r_14120@yahoo.com
Office Hrs: Tues. 9:00 AM-12:30 PM;
Thurs. 12 Noon-2:30 PM; Fri. 9:00 AM-12 Noon
Music Director: Peter Van Scozza
716-662-3164; pvspsq@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant: Michelle Kemp
716-245-1692; Tues. 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Thurs. 12:303:30 PM, and Fri. 9:00 AM -12:00 noon
Sunday Morning Childcare: Sue Stachewicz
Phone: 716-941-3146
Custodian: Maria Galley (Tom’s daughter)
716-997-6072 ; maria.galley@yahoo.com

Like us on
Facebook!
Pastor Jay posts
on the OPUMC wall.
Check it out and pass it on!

Deadline for
March 2018 VISTA
Tuesday,
Feb. 20, 2018

Winter Storm Closings
To check if the church is closed or activities are cancelled due to weather, go to
Channel 2, or log on to WGRZ.com for the most up-to-date information.
Please make sure the doors to the Sanctuary are closed when you leave to keep the heat
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February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2
716 Fresh
9am-2pm

Sat

3
716 Fresh
9am-2pm

UMW 6:30pm

4

5

Adult Bible
Study 9:30am
Worship &
Children’s SS
11:00am
UMYF 6:30pm

11

6

8

World Day of
Prayer
Planning

1:00pm

Trustees
6:30pm

9
716 Fresh
9am-2pm

10

716 Fresh
OPEN HOUSE
6-9pm
(all day use of
Kitchen)

1:00pm

Girl Scouts
5:30-7:00pm
Brownies
6:00-7:30pm

12

Adult Bible
Study 9:30am
Worship &
Children’s SS
11:00am

7

Prayer Group

UMW District
Gift Day
9:30am
(Baker Memorial)

Choir 7:00pm

13

14

15
716 Fresh
9am-2pm

Sewing Circle
9:30am-1:00pm

Daisies
4:30-6:30pm

Ashes To Go!
7:30-9:00am
Service 7:00pm

16
716 Fresh
9am-2pm

17
Brownies
10am-12noon

Daisies
4:30-6:30pm

Emmanuel UMC

18

First Sunday
in

19

20
VISTA deadline

Adult Bible
Study 9:30am
Worship &
Children’s SS
11:00am

21

22

World Day of
Prayer
Planning

Second Sunday
in

Adult Bible
Study 9:30am
Worship &
Children’s SS
11:00am

24

Exemplary
Needle Guild
9:30am-3:30pm

Catch the Spirit

1:00pm

Choir 7:00pm

UMYF 6:30pm

25

716 Fresh
9am-2pm

23

26

27

Sewing Circle

OWLS Lunch

9:30am-1:00pm

12noon
(location TBD)

Girl Scouts
5:30-7:00pm
Brownies
6:00-7:30pm

28
World Day of
Prayer
Planning
1:00pm

Choir 7:00pm

716 Fresh
4-9pm

Clarence UMC

Orchard Park United Methodist Church
3700 North Buffalo Road
Orchard Park, NY 14127
www.opumc.com

Newsletter of OPUMC

LENT begins Ash Wednesday,
February 14
Ashes To Go! 7:30-9:00am
drive-thru ashes/prayer
Evening Service 7:00pm
at Emmanuel UMC

Orchard Park United Methodist Church
3700 North Buffalo Road, Orchard Park, NY 14127 ~ 716-662-7912 ~ www.opumc.com

