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It seems as though autumn is sprinting toward winter! All the 

signs are around us; golden red foliage and the outline of 

bare tree limbs.  Are you prepared? 

Indeed this is a season that anticipates winter and those formidable storms 

that are common to our area. Such as it is, we sometimes find ourselves 

facing the cold stormy realities that break into our lives – hardships due to 

the loss of a relationship, job or health. Or it may be those changes we 

experience in the autumn of our lives that we either ignore or refuse to 

make adjustments, such as the effects of aging, retirement, children leaving 

home or any number of losses that leaves us feeling barren. If I may stretch 

the analogy a bit, it is like neglecting to adjust the thermostat and close the 

windows and wondering why it is so cold in the house. 

We do not look forward to these stormy periods in our lives, and we may 

not even anticipate them as one would anticipate one season following 

another. Just the same, I’ve discovered that it is my awareness of God’s 

provision of abundance and the continual harvest of His grace that enables 

me to be prepared for the wintry storms of life. His love never fails. God’s 

abundant provision for my life fills those empty places 

I have also discovered that God’s blessings multiply in the act of sharing 

them with others, which in its purest form is an act of worship. As Paul 

reminds us in 2 Corinthians 9:11, “You will be enriched in every way so that 

you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity 

will result in thanksgiving to God.” 

As we approach the holiday celebration of Thanksgiving, let us not forget 

that every act of generosity, every drop of water that we offer to fill the cup 

of those who thirst for meaning, wholeness and purpose is an act of 

worship . . . an act of expressing our love for God. We gather as the 

community of the faithful to give thanks for God’s blessing in the act of 

worship and sent out empowered and enriched to change and transform 

the world. 

 

 

November 5 

Remember  
to set your    

clocks back! 
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Sunday, November 5  

9:30 AM Adult Bible 
Study 
11 AM Worship Service &  
Sunday School 
Consecration Sunday 

Greeter & Communion   
    Steward:  Julie Waters 
Lay Reader:  Candy Carberry 
AV: Margot Ip 
Coffee Hour Host* 

 

Sunday, November 12 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

11 AM Worship Service &  SS 

Greeters:  The Spinelli Family 
Lay Reader:  Vivian Slocum 
AV:  Margot Ip 
Coffee Hosts:  Phyllis Porter &  
   Magdeline Hayman 
 

Sunday, November  19 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

11 AM Worship Service & SS 
Greeter:  Bea Hudson 
Lay Reader:  Magdeline Hayman 
AV:  Margot Ip 
Coffee Host* 
 

Sunday, November 26 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

11 AM Worship Service &  SS 
Greeter:  Corley Gordon 
Lay Reader:  Carol Brauer 
AV:  Peter Slotman 
Coffee Host*  
 
 

*The sign-up 
sheet for hosting 
a Coffee Hour is 
posted on 
bulletin board 
outside the 
kitchen.  

 

Cassie Waterhouse 10 

Viva Mae Hames  12 

Andrew Slotman 12 

Grace Marcus 16 

Phil Paglia* 18 

Alex Kaforey 28 

Mike Waters 29 

Deanna Laurie 30 

Vivian Slocum  30 

 

NOVEMBER 

Birthdays 

Merrill Porter 
Ruth Scanlon 
Nathan Roberts & Family 
Tammy Raichel (Robyn Pugh’s friend)  
Nancy Kamm (Beth Stuart’s mom) 

Katherine & Daniel Montanez     
(US Beth Stuart’s daughter & son-in-law) 

Those affected by natural disasters 

Senior Care: Millie Lohiser 
John Henning  Phil Paglia 
Prudy Pugh (Scott’s mother) 

Bob Schultz (Robyn Pugh’s grandfather) 

The Prayer Group will meet Monday 

afternoon on  November 6,  1 PM, at 
the home of Deanna Laurie.  

Our Prayer Group has gotten smaller,  

so please join us for fellowship and prayers. New members 
are welcomed. 

Call Deanna Laurie (667-7151) or Pastor Jay   (909-3691) for 
prayer requests. 

The Fragrance of God 

A certain fragrance fills the air 
as summer turns to Fall. 

It takes me back to yesteryears 
and times I still recall. 

The crispness of an evening walk 
as days begin to wane. 

Preparing for a brand-new year 
and giving thanks again. 

For holidays just up ahead, 
what will these moments hold? 

We pray for peace upon our land 
and joy within our souls. 

The memories embrace my heart  
as seasons come and go. 

Thank You, Father, for each day 
that You alone bestow. 

~Jill Lemming 

Phil Paglia!! 

Autumn altar ~ created by Candy Carberry 
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Watch for order envelopes in your 

bulletin in November. More information 

to follow. If you have any questions, see 

Candy Carberry. in NOVEM-

 

ANNUAL CHURCH/CHARGE CONFERENCE  

This meeting will take place on Sunday, November 5, 2:30 PM, at Elma UMC (2991 Bowen Rd).  All 

members of OPUMC are invited to attend. 

The primary responsibilities of the charge conference in its annual meeting is to review and 

evaluate the total mission and ministry of the church, receive reports, and adopt objectives and goals 

recommended by the Church Council that are in keeping with the objectives of The United Methodist 

Church.  

Among a few of the areas covered by action of the conference are: make recommendations to the 

district committee on ordained ministry of candidates for licensed or ordained ministry, in 

consultation with the district superintendent set the compensation of the pastor, upon 

recommendation by the committee on nominations and leadership development  or by nomination 

from the floor and by vote elect at least the following leaders for the four basic responsibilities; 

pastor/staff parish relations, finance, trustees, nominations and leadership development. These are 

but a few of the areas of responsibility that come under the authority to the church conference. If you 

are interested in knowing more go to the following website: 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-charge-conference 

ACTS OF KINDNESS (AOK) MINISTRY is in need of food in preparation for Thanksgiving and 

Christmas for our three AOK families (6 adults/10 children). Bins will be in the Narthex and back entrance. 

Frozen turkeys can be put in our freezers.  

The needs for AOK: 

Frozen Turkeys  Macaroni and cheese box  
Canned corn, peas, yams, mixed vegies Canned fruit 
Stuffing Cake mix; Brownie mix 
Cranberry sauce   Applesauce, Jello 
Corn bread mix   Napkins/paper products  
Gravy $ Cash                                                           

Thank you!    
Mission Team 

HALLOWEEN FUN FOR ALL! 

Winners of adult costume 
contest:  Black Bart and 

scary scarecrow. Can you 
tell who they really are? 

On Saturday, October 21, kids young & old 
had a great time at the Halloween Party!  

Consecration Sunday 
Sunday, November 5 

Please come prepared to 
have your pledge of 
support consecrated as 
you commit your gifts to 
God for the ministries of 
the church. 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-charge-conference
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Coming soon… 

“Sacred Places with God and Neighbors” - program 

about recognizing personal sacred spaces and 

supporting people in our community. 

November 2, 6:30-8:00 pm, in the Haley Room.  
 

Looking ahead… 

Women’s Christmas Program will have a new format 

for this mission event (smaller auction). More 

information to follow.  Save the date:  December 5. 

 

Calling all  

OWLS! 

All Older Wiser Livelier Seniors are invited to the monthly luncheons that 

take place on the last Tuesday of the month at a local restaurant.  

The next gathering is November 28, 12 noon, at Bravo Cafe. Contact Corley 

Gordon (949-9709) or Carolyn Wrinn (648-1179) if you are interested in 

going.  

Desiderio’s You are invited to a Dinner & Theatre Outing on Saturday, November 18. 

After dinner, we will see “Steel Magnolias” by Robert Harling. We will    

carpool to the theatre from church at 5:30pm; dinner 6:00; show 7:30pm.  

Theatre tickets (including dinner) will be $45/pp. RSVP by November 12th 

to Vivian Slocum (716-662-7618). 

*   *   * 

*   *   * 

           Mark Your Calendar 

Annual 
Christmas  
Cookie Sale 

Saturday,  

Dec. 2 

Christmas Cookie Bake Days! 

Pecan Tarts: Tuesday, Nov. 14, begins at 4 PM but come anytime to lend a hand 

Cut-outs:  Thursday, Nov. 30, 9 AM.  

Come enjoy the fun of baking and decorating together. 

*  Fellowship  *  

The Faith Fellowship group invites everyone to the kick-off of a new DVD-

based series, “Countering Pharaoh’s Production-Consumption Society To-

day.” Join facilitators Bill & Mary Jane Russell and Hosts Tom & Carolyn Wrinn 

on  Monday, November 20, 7-9 PM, 3rd floor classroom.  

For more information, flyers are on the bulletin boards. 

*   *   * 



Dear friends, 

My term as Lay Leader will be ending December 31, so this will be my last Vista article. Let me begin 

by thanking you all for your support and encouragement throughout my time in office. I know you’ll 

offer the same for Vivian Slocum who will be taking over at the beginning of 2018. 

For this final message, I’ve chosen to use a theme that has probably figured in some way in half the 

articles I’ve written. But I know how often I have to remind myself to be faithful to it so I decided to 

remind us all one more time. The theme is TRANSFORMATION, and it is perhaps best described in 

Romans 12:1-2.  (from The Message) 

“So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you. Take your everyday, ordinary life—your 

sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking around life—and place it before God as an offering.  

Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-

adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God.  

You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly 

respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, 

God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.” 

What a vivid description of transformation! God isn’t after just my regular Sunday morning ritual. 

What God wants is me—all day every day, living each moment reverently, offering all that I am and all 

that I do to God. 

I’m not to live on automatic pilot, merely accepting and adjusting to life as it plays out around me. If I 

place God at the center of all that I am and all that I do, I’ll be making waves. I’ll sometimes feel out of 

step with what those around me are saying and doing. There will be times when I’ll be drawn to step 

forward and work toward change.   

Transformation is not a one-time event. It is an on-going, never-ending process. God does the 

transforming. My job is giving God permission to transform me—and this I must do over and over and 

over again.    

My prayer is that each of us—you and I—will: 

- grow in our desire to be transformed by God. 

- place ourselves and our church ever more completely in God’s hands and listen attentively for 

the Holy Spirit—in Scripture, in study, prayer and meditation, in the events of our lives and 

through sharing our journeys with one another. 

- courageously live and share our faith as a witness to God’s gracious love. 

- faithfully pray for one another and for our church.   

I look forward to our continuing journey together. 

In gratitude and trust,    

Lurly Hunsberger, Lay Leader   

Page 5 

    from our Lay Leader 



CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:   Rev. Jay Roberts 

716-909-3691; 

jay_r_14120@yahoo.com 

Office Hrs: Tues. 9:00 AM-12:30 PM;  

Thurs. 12 Noon-2:30 PM; Fri. 9:00 AM-12 Noon 

Music Director:   Peter Van Scozza  

716-662-3164; pvspsq@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant:  Michelle Kemp 

716-245-1692; Tues. 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Thurs. 12:30-

3:30 PM, and Fri. 9:00 AM -12:00 noon 

Sunday Morning Childcare:  Sue Stachewicz 

Phone:  716-941-3146 

Custodian:  Maria Galley (Tom’s daughter)  

716-997-6072 ; maria.galley@yahoo.com 

Living in 

Christ’s love, 

serving God 

and  

neighbor. 

Deadline for  
November VISTA  

Friday, 

November 17, 2017 

Like us on  
Facebook! 
Pastor Jay posts                    
on the OPUMC Wall. 
Check it out and pass it on!  
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The last Sunday 
of each month is 
called "Food 
Pantry Sunday."  

You can place your food items on 
the floor at the end of your pew.  
Other days, put your donation in 
one of the baskets in the Narthex. 

St. Pauly’s Clothing  
Shed  Volunteers 

Week of:  
11/5  Waterhouse’s  
11/12 Ed Nuse 
11/19 Mike Waters 
11/26 Art Cooper 

Please be sure to arrange a 
replacement when you are 
unable to work your week. 

Thanks, Ed Nuse 

Winter Storm Closings 

To check if the church is closed or activities are cancelled due to weather, go to Channel 
2, or log on to WGRZ.com for the most up-to-date information. 

Please make sure the doors to the Sanctuary are closed when you leave to keep the heat in. 

 

Ink Cartridges  

Anyone in need of these ink 

cartridges, please see me. All I 

ask is a very small donation to 

the church. 

 HP97 color (1) 

 HP920 color (1) 

 HP920 XL Black (3) 

Ed Nuse     649-6809 /

hamburgjan@aol.com 

Pastor Jay will be out of town 
from Nov. 13th through the 
27th. If you need pastoral 
care, please contact Rev.   
Allyn Foster at 228-7921. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
UMDF Support 
Group  1-4 pm 
 

Pathways 6:45 
 

Choir  
Rehearsal 8pm 

2 
 

716 Fresh  
9am-3pm 
 

UMW 6:30pm 

 
Boy Scouts  
6:45-9:00pm 

3 
716 Fresh  
9am-2pm 

4 
UMW Network of 
Leaders (Christ 
UMC) 

5   Adult Bible  

Study  9:30am 

Worship &  
Children’s SS 
11:00am 
Consecration Sunday 

Worship Team 12:00 

Church/Charge Conf. 
2:30 PM (Elma UMC) 

UMYF  6:30  

6 
Prayer Group 
1:00pm  
(D. Laurie’s) 
 

Girl Scout Troop 
5:30-7:00pm 
 

Brownie Troop 
6:15-7:30pm 

7 

Election  
Polling Site  
5AM-9PM 
 
 
 
Daisy  Troup 
4:30-6:00  

 

8 
 
Task Force 
6:30pm 
 
Choir  
Rehearsal 8pm 

9 
Missions Team 
1 PM 

716 Fresh  
3-9pm 
 

 

10 
716 Fresh  
9am-2pm 
 
Central City 
Café Outreach 
9:15-1:00 

11 

12 

Adult Bible 
Study  9:30am 

Worship &  
Children’s SS 
11:00am 
 
UMYF  6:30pm 

13 
Sewing Circle 
9:30-1:00 
 

Finance Team 
6:00 PM 
 

Church Council 
7:00 PM 

14 
Christmas 
Cookie Bake 
4 PM  
 

15 
 
 
Choir  
Rehearsal 8pm 

16 
 

716 Fresh  
3-9pm 

17 
716 Fresh  
9am-2pm 
 
VISTA deadline 

18 
 
Girl Scouts 
11am-5pm 

19 

Adult Bible 
Study  9:30am 

Worship &  
Children’s SS 
11:00am 
 

UMYF  6:30pm 

20 
Faith  
Fellowship 
7pm 

21 
 
Park Parsons 
12 noon 

 
 
Daisy  Troup 
4:30-6:00  

22 23 24 25 

26 

Adult Bible 
Study  9:30am 

Worship &  
Children’s SS 
11:00am 

UM Student Day—
special offering 

27 
Sewing Circle 
9:30-1:00 
 
Girl Scout Troop 
5:30-7:00pm 
 

Brownie Troop 
6:15-7:30pm 

28 

OWLS 
Lunch 
12 noon 
(Bravo Café) 

29 
 
Choir 
Rehearsal 8pm 

30 
Christmas 
Cookie Bake 
9:00 AM 
 

716 Fresh  
3-9pm 

 

  

November 2017 

Pastor Jay’s vacation 13-27 

Pastor Jay’s vacation 13-27 



Orchard Park United Methodist Church   
3700 North Buffalo Road 
Orchard Park, NY 14127 

www.opumc.com 
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