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From Pastor Jay...
"If there is a God, and most days I do think there is, He or
She does not need us to bring hope and new life back into
our lives, but keeps letting us help. My young preacher
friend Anni pointed out to me that God could do anything
God wanted, . . . but instead chooses us to be the way, to help, to share, to draw
close. To me, that is a terrible idea. No offense, but look at us. Look at the dry
bones of the ruined people in Ezekiel. This prophet, who probably looked like a
complete nut, had a vision of these bones coming back to life, becoming people
again. His compassion and witness were the breeze that stirred them, the spirit
which is an infusion of energy, which is life. He roused them and got them back
to their feet. Again, if there is a God, He or She does not need Ezekiel, or any
other people, but chooses us anyway. What a crazy system."
- Anne Lamott, Stitches: A Handbook of Meaning, Hope, and Repair

What a beautiful line of prose, "His compassion and witness were the breeze
that stirred them, the spirit which is an infusion of energy, which is life." The
author is reminding us of the story of the prophet Ezekiel in the valley of dry
bones (Ezekiel 37:1-10). God asks Ezekiel if he believes the bones can live and
Ezekiel responds with his trust in God, "O Lord God, you know."
I believe through that act of faith, God is able to work through the prophet to
bring the winds of spirit and life back into what seems dry and lifeless. It takes a
great deal of authentic and compassionate caring to believe the world in which
we live is a place of hope and not destruction, a place of possibility and love.
To have the courage to care and believe in complex and difficult times takes
faith in a God who we know wants not only the best for us, but the best for
those around us, and the best for the world God created.
And I find it amazing that even in spite of those people who get in the way or
expend time and energy nitpicking and criticizing matters that are unessential
of life and faith that God even can use their meager efforts.
What are you doing to celebrate how God lives in you and loves you in this
summertime? How are you using the precious time of your life? Your pastor is
giving you permission (perhaps even directing you!) to find and spend time on
those things that lift your spirit and strengthen your soul!

Sunday, August 6
10 AM Church Service at the
Grove at Hillcrest Fire Co. (see
below), followed by Church
Picnic
Sunday, August 13
10 AM Worship Service
Greeter: Carol Brauer
Lay Reader: Linda Carroll
AV: Peter Slotman
Coffee Host: Host needed*
Sunday, August 20
10AM Worship Service
Greeter: Ed Nuse
Lay Reader: Carol Brauer
AV: Margot Ip
Coffee Host: Slocum’s
Sunday, August 27
10AM Worship Service
Greeter: Bea Hudson
Lay Reader: Marcia Roberts
AV: Peter Slotman
Coffee Hosts: Host needed*

Ben Slotman
Corley Gordon
George Henry
Shannon Liggett
Bobbie Jo Laurie

8/4
8/17
8/16
8/20
8/26

Nathan Roberts & Family
Debbie Schwabel
Nancy Kamm (Beth Stuart’s mom)
Katherine & Daniel Montanez
(US Marine & Daniel Airforce overseas –
Beth Stuart’s daughter & son-in-law)

Senior Care:
John Henning
Millie Lohiser

Phil Paglia
Prudy Pugh

The Prayer Group will not meet
during the summer months of July
and August. The next get-together
will be on Monday, September 11,
1:00 PM, at the home of Ruth Scanlon.
For more information or submit a prayer request, please call
Deanna Laurie (667-7151).
SUMMER OUTDOOR WORSH IP & PICNIC WITH EMMANUEL

CHURCH
IN THE GROVE
Sunday, August 6

Invite a
ne
family… ighbor…
friend

10 AM Service; 12 Noon Picnic
*Sign-up sheet for hosting a Coffee
Hour in August! The sign-up sheet is
on the bulletin board outside the
kitchen.

FUN for
KIDS!!

The Grove at the Hillcrest Fire Co.
7125 Ellicott Road

Following the service there will be a time
for games, with a bounce house, horse shoe
pits, volleyball, and other activities.
A picnic lunch will be served at noon, which will include
hamburgers, hot dogs, lemonade, water and paper products (will be provided). Church members are asked to
bring a dish to pass, along with lawn chairs.
SIGN UP ON SUNDAY, JULY 30.
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The latest (July/August) issue of Response is in the rack in the Narthex. This is
the official magazine of the United Methodist Women, filled with mission
efforts around the world. The President, Shannon Priddy, writes “Life is
choices. Where does your faith guide you? I choose to follow Christ and an all
loving God….I found my faith growing with a forgiving God who knows I will
make mistakes. I seek to be like Jesus Christ, accepting the grace that he gave with his life…. Be
intentional with your faith, your hope, your love and your action. Choose your faith and watch it grow.
Pray with God and be in relationship with others. The world needs women organized for mission.” (page 4)
I was really intrigued by “Our One Great Big Beautiful Biblical God” by Leigh Goodrich on page 38.
Expanding concepts of our names for God is an important step toward bringing us closer to one another
and to God. What do you think?
Three of us attended the Niagara Frontier District Women’s Retreat two years ago. We enjoyed the time
to reflect, discuss, and learn about the gift of grace. This year at the Center of Renewal Retreat &
Conference Center, Stella Niagara, September 29-30, a women’s retreat will be led by Kristin Hromowyk.
She is Communications Coordinator for the District UMW Board. Join other women at this spiritual
growth program “I speak for the Trees.” Please make plans to go….and take a friend! Registration forms
are on the UMW bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. The cost is $80 if you register by August 10, or $90
when you register from August 11-September 10.

OWLS...
Older Wiser
Livelier Seniors
Lunch at Mangia’s
Tuesday, August 29; 12 noon.
All are welcome!
Contact Corley Gordon
(949-9709) or Carolyn
Wrinn (648-1179) if you
are interested in going.

You can’t always choose what happens in your day. But you can
choose how you think about it and what you do about it.
Choose love. Love God and everything and everyone God loves.
Choose joy. Look for things to be happy about.
Choose peace. Forgive others because God forgives you.
Choose patience. Instead of being angry at having to wait,
thank God for a time to pray.
Choose kindness. Be kind to everyone around you because God
is kind to you.
Choose goodness. Do the right thing—even when it is not easy.
Choose faithfulness. Keep your promises. Be a true friend.

St. Pauly’s Clothing
Shed Volunteers

Choose gentleness. Let the things you say build others up, not
tear them down.

Week of:
8/6
George Slocum
8/13
Linda Carroll
8/20
Mike Waters
8/27
Ed Nuse

Choose self-control. When things don’t go your way, remember
God has a plan for your life.

Please be sure to arrange a
replacement when you are
unable to work your week.
Thanks, Ed Nuse

“Grace for the Moment” Daily devotional by Max Lucado

Shalom,
Carolyn Wrinn,
UMW President
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FROM YOUR LAY MEMBER
Annual Conference Report (Part 2)
I wrote about some of the routine (and some not-so-routine) elements of Annual Conference last
month. This month, I focus on some of the less routine happenings.
Five constitutional amendments were supported at the 2016 General Conference. However, in our
polity, that is not enough to change the constitution. Every amendment to the constitution must also be
supported in the aggregate by 2/3 of ALL the delegates to ALL of the Annual Conferences around the
world. As a result we voted, but will not know the outcome until later in the year. They are:
Amendment 1 would add a new paragraph to the Constitution eliminating gender discrimination and
male preference both within the church and in society at large.
Amendment 2 would modify Article IV (Inclusiveness of the Church) to read “All persons without
regard to race, color, national origin, [status,] ABILITY, or economic condition]” shall be eligible to
attend its worship services . . . . nor shall any member be denied access to an equal place in the life,
worship and governance of the Church because of race, color, gender, national origin, ability, age
marital status, or economic condition.”
Amendment 3 would modify the process of election of delegates to the General Conference by
allowing “open nominations from the floor by the annual conference” and election by “a simple
majority of the ballots cast.”
Amendment 4 would standardize the procedure for election of bishops in ALL conferences by
specifying that “episcopal elections in central conferences shall be held at a regular, not an extra,
session of the central conference, except in the case where an unexpected vacancy must be filled.”
Amendment 5 would open the door for General Conference to “adopt provisions for the Council of
Bishops to hold its individual members accountable for their work . . . .” In other words, even if an
Annual Conference was satisfied by (and supportive of) its bishop’s performance, the Council of
Bishops COULD be given an oversight function.
On the local (Conference) level, the Annual Conference supported a number of peace with justice issues:
1. a movement to divest from Hewlett Packard Enterprise because of its activity in Israel/Palestine
2. efforts to protect the use of boycotts, divestment and sanctions to exert economic pressure where
injustice is perceived.
3. criminal justice reform re: teens under 18 being tried in adult courts
4. encouraging UM’s to speak out for compassion in an effort to improve the climate of public
discourse
5. divestment from fossil fuel companies, and
6. universal health care
We continued to debate the fate of Camp Findlay, and sadly, as has been the pattern for several years,
we closed and/or decommissioned several churches across the conference.
If you would like to learn more, I encourage you to visit the Conference website where you can find
the daily conference news in print or video format as well as more information about the business of
Conference.
As always, worship and learning were a significant part of our time. Please do not hesitate to ask any
questions you may have. I will do my best to direct you to the appropriate resources.
Mary Jane Russell, Lay Member
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August 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

Thu

3

Fri

Sat

4

5

Michelle’s vacation

6 Church

7

8

9

10

11

12

15

16

17

18

19

22

23

24

25

26

in the Grove Church Council
Service 10am
Church Picnic

13

7:00 PM

14
Sewing Circle
9:30-1:00

10 AM Communion
Service

20

21

VISTA
Deadline

Exemplary
Needle Guild
9:30-3:30

10 AM Service

27 Food Pantry 28
Sunday

Sewing Circle
9:30-1:00

29

30

31

OWLS Lunch
12 noon
(Mangia’s)

10 AM Service

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Jay Roberts
716-909-3691; jay_r_14120@yahoo.com
Office Hrs: Tues. 9:00 AM-12:30 PM; Thurs. 12 PM-2:30 PM; Fri. 9:00 AM-12 PM
Music Director: Peter Van Scozza
716-662-3164; pvspsq@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant: Michelle Kemp
716-245-1692; Tues. 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Thurs. 12:30-3:30 PM, and Fri. 9:00 AM -12:00 noon
Sunday Childcare: Sue Stachewicz 716-941-3146
Custodian: Tom Galley 716-648-6136
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