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Remember Mutt and Jeff? For those of you who have long
memories, Mutt and Jeff was a long-popular American
newspaper comic strip created by cartoonist Bud Fisher in
1907 about "two mismatched braggarts." It is commonly
regarded as the first daily comic strip.
The following is a typical Mutt and Jeff joke:
Mutt and Jeff were out fishing one day and each time Mutt
caught a big fish, he took it off his hook and let it go and when
he caught a small one he would put it in the cooler. Jeff was
watching this and finally he could keep quiet no longer. So he
said, "Mutt, I don't understand. Why do you keep the small
fish and throw back the big ones? “Well,” Mutt said, “What
else can I do? I only have a little frying pan.”
How often we are like that! How often do we face life with only a little faith
because we feel too busy or too tired or too distracted to put in the time to
allow our faith to grow? Martin Luther once said that when he felt too busy to
pray, he knew he had to set aside more time for prayer.

10 AM

God has given us all the blessings we need. God has blessed us with a life filled
with comforts undreamed of by prior generations. God has given us family,
friends, and a community of faith. God has given us a Spirit fired call to share
our blessings. The more relaxed and affordable time of summer provides us
with a great opportunity to use these blessings to grow in our faith and help
others to grow.
Summer is not a time off nor intended to be a vacation from our faith! We are
to be a witness of God’s goodness in all seasons. Don’t forget about church this
summer! And if you find yourself on vacation this summer ‐‐ stop in for worship
wherever you are ‐‐ congregations love visitors!
May God bless you and keep you safe during these summer months!
Pastor Jay

Sunday, July 2
10AM Worship—Hymn Sing
Greeters: Julie & Mike Waters
Lay Readers: Linda Carroll, Julie
& Mike Waters
AV: Coffee Host: Host needed*
Sunday, July 9
10 AM Worship Service
Greeter: Deanna & Bob Laurie
Lay Reader: Marcia Roberts
AV: Margot Ip
Coffee Host: Host needed*
Sunday, July 16
10AM Worship Service
Greeter: Linda Carroll
Lay Reader: Vivian Slocum
AV: Peter Slotman
Coffee Host: Host needed*

Beth Stuart
Cassie Hoch
Merrill Porter
Jan & Ed Nuse
Kayla Hoch
George Slocum
John Hayman
Linda Carroll
Phyllis Cooper

7/7
7/7
7/8
7/11
7/18
7/21
7/22
7/24
7/25

Debbie Schwabel
Nancy Kamm (Beth Stuart’s mom)
Katherine & Daniel Montanez
(US Marine & Daniel Airforce overseas –
Beth Stuart’s daughter & son-in-law)

Senior Care:
John Henning
Millie Lohiser
Ken Miller

NEW ADDRESS Lurly Hunsberger
One Fox Run Lane, Apt. 215, OP

The Prayer Group will not meet
during the summer months of July
and August. The next get-together
will be on Monday, September 11,
1:00 PM, at the home of Ruth Scanlon.
For more information or submit a prayer request, please call
Deanna Laurie (667-7151).

Sunday, July 23
10AM Worship Service
Greeter: Lurly Hunsberger
Lay Reader: George Slocum
AV: Margot Ip
Coffee Hosts: Slocum’s
Sunday, July 30
10AM Worship Service
Greeters: Mary Jane & Bill
Russell
Lay Reader: Mary Jane Russell
AV: Peter Slotman
Coffee Host: Host needed*

Pat, Cooper & Ashley

Welcome
Kaleta
Family!
Cooper was
baptized on
June 25, and
Ashley became
a member.

Mark your Calendars…

AUGUST 6, 2017

*Sign-up sheet for hosting a Coffee Hour is
on the bulletin board outside the kitchen.

Pastor Jay will be away on vacation
the first week of July. In the event of
a family emergency requiring
pastoral care, please call Rev. Allyn
Foster (228-7921).

Phil Paglia
Prudy Pugh

Service & Church Picnic
at The Hillcrest Fire
Company– The Grove)
Service begins at 10am.
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CLARA'S CLOSET

You are invited to a
DINNER & THEATRE OUTING

Still collecting:
gently used, seasonal clothing
for all ages (especially children’s
clothing—sizes 7 and larger)

Saturday, July 15, 2017
Desiderio’s Dinner Theatre, now located in
Bobby J’s Italian American Grille
(204 Como Park Blvd, Cheektowaga)

Also needed:
 Vases / silk flowers
 Children’s toys and games (in
good condition)
 Laundry baskets
 Shoes, sneakers, flip flops &
sandals

Come enjoy a night out with
old and new friends! Dinner
and production, “Proposals”
by Neil Simon! Carpool to
theatre from church at 5:30;
dinner 6:00; show 7:30.

Thank you again for supporting
this project.

RSVP by July 9 to Vivian Slocum (662-7618).
Tickets $45/each; three dinner choices. All
meals include soup, bread, coffee and ice
cream for dessert.
For more information and to sign up, check
out the flyer (and sign-up sheet) posted
outside the kitchen.

OWLS
Older Wiser Livelier Seniors
Lunch at Pasquale’s Restaurant in West Seneca ~
July 25; 12 noon. All are welcome!
Contact Corley Gordon (949-9709) or Carolyn
Wrinn (648-1179) if you are interested in going.

Youth group meetings for the 2016-2017 school year have ended and we
had our "End of School Year" celebration on Sunday, June 4 th! We had a
super fun year with lots of inward growing, due to our mission experiences
and the lessons we've learned during our program time this year.
We have been the hands and feet of Jesus this past year in the following areas:







collecting hundreds and hundreds of pounds of food during our local Thanksgiving Food Drive
purchasing presents for many of our AOK (Acts of Kindness) family members at Christmas
preparing and serving meals two different times at Seneca Street Church and then attending their
worship service afterward
sharing the love of God to our families and friends
working at the Coke tent during the Taste of Buffalo
attending a mission experience at Camp Asbury during the month of July

We will resume meetings in September!
Friends of the OPUMC - Please keep all youth in your prayers. Life for teenagers, especially those who
love God and want to honor Him with their lives, is becoming increasingly more
difficult. Intercessory prayer on their behalf is warmly welcomed and greatly needed!
~ Bridget, George, Lisa
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Thank you,
Vivian Slocum
for hosting this
year’s picnic.

UMW

UMW Picnic

Women (& Pastor Jay)
enjoyed a delicious
picnic on June 7th!
While relaxing, they began to generate a list of program/
event ideas for the future. Check out the ideas...
movie night, family game night, father/child banquet,
children's program for parents' date night, family dinner.
Do you have an idea?? Let Carolyn or Vivian know.
If you want to see any of these take place, call Carolyn.
Let's work together and make it happen! 
Mission u - Learning Together for Transformation of the
World : July 27-29 at Asbury Camp & Retreat Center
Registration forms are posted on UMW bulletin board or
on the UMW website—
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-u
UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat: September 29-30, 2017
Overnight at Stella Niagara (Center of Renewal Retreat &
Conference Center). Come spend a relaxing overnight
with other women in our Niagara Frontier District in a
beautiful location near Lewiston. The program “I Speak
for the Trees” will be led by Kristin Hromowyk.
A flyer and registration form are on the UMW bulletin
board in the Fellowship Hall.
Shalom,
Carolyn Wrinn, UMW President

Come join us as we serve "Coke"
products at the Taste of Buffalo. We
need nine (9) people for each shift.
We have three shifts on Saturday and
two shifts on Sunday. We make
$1,500, and this money is split equally
between the UMW and the UMYF. It
is a great opportunity to get to know
each other better.
Our location is on the north side of
the traffic circle in front of City Hall
next to the Statler. Any questions,
please ask George Slocum at 9821467. The sign-up sheet is on the
bulletin board by the kitchen.

NOT ME
It has been brought to our attention
that “not me” has been using our
kitchen and forgetting to clean up
after use. Should you see “NOT ME”
using the kitchen and forgetting to
clean up spilled coffee, etc., or not
wiping counters or forgetting to wipe
tables after coffee hour, please
remind them. As I have never seen
“NOT ME”, we could use some help as
our Fellowship Hall is used often by
others and we want it to be clean
when they arrive. Thank you.
Trustees

The Mission Team is presently looking for volunteers to collect the monthly food
donations from the baskets and take them downstairs to the storage shelves behind
the Nursery. Linda Carroll has graciously agreed to help arrange them on the shelves
and periodically check expiration dates. She will also let us know what foods we are
in need of so we can let the congregation know.
Our food pantry is there to benefit not only our AOK families but also anyone from our OPUMC family
who has a need. If you or anyone you know fits that category, please contact either Pastor Jay (9093691) or Donna Kroh (823-6791), Mission Team Chairperson. All inquiries will be strictly confidential.
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FROM YOUR LAY MEMBER
Annual Conference Report (Part 1)
Annual Conference has been gaveled to a close and I am back home and still trying to catch my breath!
The following is an account of some of the highlights.
Although the official business of Annual Conference began on Thursday, June 1, Conference began for
me on Wednesday afternoon. As a member of the Conference Commission on the Status and Role of
Women (COSROW), I was asked to create a display of information about the work of Conference COSROW
as well as General COSROW (GCSRW). Using materials from GCSRW and my (somewhat tattered) trifold
display board, I went to the lower level ballroom and did the best I could with the space assigned to us. I
still have some of the materials and will gladly share with any who are interested.
That afternoon, we went from the OnCenter to the new Conference Center for their Open House.
Although I was initially ambivalent about the decision to purchase and renovate a new (to us) facility, I
have to commend the Trustees on their stewardship and thoughtfulness in creating this space for the
ongoing work of the Conference. I was delighted to learn that the Trustees were able to bring the project
in UNDER BUDGET — a major accomplishment!
We were able to tour the new facility and liked what we saw: comfortably roomy, well-lit work space
for offices and meeting rooms, a cafeteria, a new home for the Conference Resource Center (source of
most of the materials Bill and I use for Sunday School and Fellowship Group studies), a space that is in the
process of becoming the new home for the collective Conference Archives (from the four predecessor
conferences), and a space (complete with loading dock) that will be a (Mission Central) Hub for kits and
supplies destined for the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).
Annual Conference formally began with registration, a “pray-in” of the meeting spaces (both the
Exhibit Halls on the main floor, and the Ballrooms and Meeting rooms on the lower level). What’s a “prayin,” you ask? Attendees were invited to walk around the facility and pray for the work of the Conference
and for its participants. This was followed by Opening Worship led by Bishop Webb, including an offering
for the new Mission Central HUB, and concluding with Communion.
The first item of business was separate sessions for Laity and Clergy. The Laity Session featured
orientation, presentations by Mission of Peace youth and United Methodist Men, and information on
equipping laity. An offering was received for the Helping Hands Fund ($4,324) to be used by the Upper
New York Cabinet (Conference Leadership) to assist congregants in need of financial support.
Concurrently, the Clergy Session met to receive the recommendation from the Cabinet regarding those
seeking ordination. Also, a Clergy Care Offering ($4841) was received in support of active and retired
clergy who are in temporary need of financial assistance.
The bulk of the routine business of the Conference, including the budget, was relegated to the Consent
Calendar which was approved without issue. (Inclusion of the budget was a first, made possible by the
thorough, but very readable, Narrative Budget that was circulated prior to Annual Conference.) The Board
of Pensions successfully proposed a modest 2% increase in clergy pensions (funded by the Pension Fund).
Base compensation for active clergy was increased by 2% for each credential category with annual
increments of approximately 1% of the minimum base for each year of service up to 23 years.
Next month, the rest of the story…….
Mary Jane Russell
Lay Member
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monthly

Living in
Christ’s love,
serving God
last Sunday of each month is

and

"Food Pantry Sunday"

neighbor.
Deadline for
August VISTA
Tuesday,
July 22, 2017

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Jay Roberts
716-909-3691; jay_r_14120@yahoo.com
Office Hrs: Tues. 9:00 AM-12:30 PM;
Thurs. 12 Noon-2:30 PM; Fri. 9:00 AM-12 Noon
Music Director: Peter Van Scozza
716-662-3164; pvspsq@gmail.com

It’s new!

Administrative Assistant: Michelle Kemp
716-245-1692; Tues. 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Thurs.
12:30-3:30 PM, and Fri. 9:00 AM -12:00 noon
Sunday Morning Childcare: Sue Stachewicz
Phone: 716-941-3146

Like us on Facebook!

Custodian: Tom Galley
716-648-6136

St. Pauly’s Clothing
Shed Volunteers
Week of:
July 2 Ed Nuse
July 9 Waterhouse Family
July 16 Art Cooper
July 23 Ed Nuse
July 30 Bob Laurie
Please be sure to arrange a
replacement when you are
unable to work your week.
Thanks, Ed Nuse

FURNITURE AVAILABLE:
The storage cabinet in the church Nursery as been
removed in anticipation of a new cabinet that has been
ordered. The cabinet is now in the garage and is
available to anyone who may want it. It is 66” wide, 18”
deep and 33” high. Would be great for garage or
basement. Also available is a metal office desk.
If interested in taking either of these items, contact Art
Cooper (662-9125).
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July 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Heritage Group
9am-1pm

Heritage Group
9am-1pm

Heritage Group
9am-1pm

8

UMDF 1-4:30pm

10 AM Service
Pastor Jay—Vacation - Pastoral Care Minister: Rev. Allyn Foster (228-7921)

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Sewing Circle

Heritage Group
9am-1pm

Heritage Group
9am-1pm

Heritage Group
9am-1pm

Heritage Group
9am-1pm
716 Fresh
2-9pm

Desiderio’s
Dinner Theatre
5:30pm carpool

9:30-1:00 pm

716 Fresh
2-9pm

10 AM Service

16

Central City
Café Outreach

17

18

19

20

21

716 Fresh
10am

716 Fresh
10am

22

10 AM Service
Church Conference

23

24

25

26

27

28

Sewing Circle

Heritage Group
9am-1pm
716 Fresh 2-9pm

Heritage Group
9am-1pm
716 Fresh 2-9pm

Heritage Group
9am-1pm
716 Fresh 2-9pm

Heritage Group
9am-1pm
716 Fresh 2-9pm

9:30-1:00 pm

OWLS Lunch

10 AM Service

30

10 AM Service
Food Pantry Sunday

29

12 noon
(Pasquale’s-WS)

31

Mission u (Asbury Camp & Retreat Center)

Orchard Park United Methodist Church
3700 North Buffalo Road
Orchard Park, NY 14127
www.opumc.com

Newsletter of OPUMC

