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The 

Lawrence J.  Peter first introduced the “Peter Principle” in a 
book (of the same title) describing the pitfalls of bureaucratic 
organization. The original principle states that “in a 
hierarchically structured administration, people tend to be 
promoted up to their level of incompetence”. The principle is 

based on the observation that in such an organization new employees typically 
start in the lower ranks, but when they prove to be competent in the task to 
which they are assigned, they get promoted to a higher rank. 

 This process of climbing up the hierarchical ladder can go on indefinitely, until 
the employee reaches a position where he or she is no longer competent and 
failure results. Sometimes this is what happens to Christians. We get baptized and 
confirmed. We join the church and might serve in some ministry capacity or, as I 
heard it put by one layperson, "do the time". And that's as far as it goes in terms 
of what might be loosely referred to as the level of "spiritual" competency. We get 
to a place where we become complacent, even smug about where we are in our 
walk with God. The problem is we are all susceptible to going off the path. We're 
vulnerable to failure: moral, relational and spiritual. But failure is not inevitable. 

 I came across an article by Rick Warren that reminded me that as Christians we 
are subject to the “Peter Promise”. True, we may never reach a place where our 
spiritual gifts are fully employed, we might find ourselves struggling just to keep 
afloat, or we may feel as though our spiritual life is stagnating. However, the 
“Peter Promise” reminds us that . . . if we're staying in God's Word, if we're 
walking by the Spirit, if we're obeying Jesus Christ . . . "If you do these things," 2 
Peter 1:10 says, "you will never fall."  Warren writes, "God doesn't want us to 
shipwreck our faith, shatter our home, or destroy the ministry He has entrusted to 
us. Instead, He has given us His indwelling presence and designed the Christian 
life so that we'll succeed."  

 One of the tools God has given us to guard against the “Peter Principle” of 
spiritual life is the Body of Christ, the Church, and the means of grace by which we 
can strengthen our walk with God. Don’t allow your summer recess be a source of 
stagnation. By developing a discipline of daily devotion, reading the Bible or 
participating in “hands-on” mission and outreach opportunities as they are made 
available we are helped and encouraged to move forward in our walk with God. 
As John Wesley recognized, it is as Christians grow in grace and go on to maturity 
that they will be kept from falling. Conversely "to stand still is to be in danger of 
slipping back."  And of course celebrating and giving thanks for God’s transforming 
love, drawing closer to God as we hear and learn from scripture in the act of 
worship is also a great way to keep on the path. See you (in) Church! 

Pastor Jay 
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Orchard Park 

United Methodist Church 

3700 N. Buffalo Street 

Orchard Park, NY 14127 

716-662-7912 

Email: opumc@verizon.net 

Website: opumc.com 

Beginning Sunday, June 11 



The Prayer Group will meet on 

Monday, June 5, 1:00 PM, at the 

home of Dolly Errington. 

The group will not meet in the 

summer, but will resume in the fall. 

For more information or submit a prayer request, please 

call Deanna Laurie (667-7151). 

Debbie Schwabel 
Nancy Kamm (Beth Stuart’s mom) 

Katherine & Daniel Montanez 
(US Marine & Daniel Airforce overseas – 
Beth Stuart’s daughter & son-in-law) 

Senior Care: 
John Henning  Phil Paglia 
Millie Lohiser Prudy Pugh 
Ken Miller currently resides in 

Elderwood- 225 Bennett Rd,    
Cheektowaga -Room 132, 14227 
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Sunday, June 4 

9:30 AM Adult Class 

11 AM Children’s Day 

Greeter:  Marilyn Henning  

Lay Reader:  Carol Brauer 

AV:  Margot Ip 

Coffee Host: - 

Sunday, June 11 

 

 
 
 

10 AM Worship Service  

   Greeter:  Ed Nuse 

   Lay Reader:  Mary Jane Russell 

   AV:  Peter Slotman 

   Coffee Host:  - 
 

Sunday, June 18 

10AM Worship Service  

Greeters:  Carolyn & Tom Wrinn 

Lay Reader:  Linda Carroll 

AV:  Margot Ip 

Coffee Hosts - 
 

Sunday, June 25 

10 AM Worship Service  

Greeter:  Donna Kroh 

Lay Reader:  Marcia Roberts 

AV:  Peter Slotman 

Coffee Host: -  

Coffee Hour will continue through 

the summer. Lemonade is available 

in the cabinet to make. Please sign 

up outside the kitchen. Thank you. 

Mary Ann Shelton 6/5 

Marilyn Henning 6/20 

Weston Marcus 6/20 

Scott Pugh  6/29 

June 
in 

Sunday, June 4, 2017 

Children’s Day 

   Teacher’s Appreciation 

       Harlan Ball Scholarship Awards 

          College Graduation Recognition 

             

Sunday, June 11, 2017 

 

Jack Potter & Lynda Sawicki 
are getting married June 3rd. 

 

Congratulations! 
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Church Camp 2017 is coming soon…  

week of June 25–30, at Asbury Camp & Retreat Center  

We will be journeying to the Arctic to explore the “coolest book on earth” 

through bible studies, worship, crafts, games and even science!  

Please keep in your prayers the camp co-leaders and all the teachers, 

counselors and campers. 

If you need more information or would like to donate financially to the purchase of food, etc., 

please contact one of the co-leaders: 

Monica Restorff: (c) 716-491-6276; mrestorff@greatbatch.com 

Robyn Pugh: (h) 716-771-3635; (c) 716-796-4927;  emerald.gryphon@hotmail.com 

We’re looking forward to another wonderful week at church camp! 

CLARA'S CLOSET  

The volunteers at Clara’s Closet were very grateful and pleased to receive the many bags of 

clothing and small household items that were delivered from OPUMC in May. 

We will continue to collect gently used, seasonal clothing for all ages. Especially needed at this 

time is children’s clothing—sizes 7 and larger. 

Also needed: 

 Vases 

 Silk flowers 

 Children’s toys and games (in good condition) 

 Laundry baskets 

 Shoes, sneakers, flip flops & sandals 

Thank you again for supporting this project. Clara’s Closet, housed in the Central 

Park UMC, helps immigrants and low income families in Buffalo. 

Interested in helping? Call Candy Carberry (649-1654) or Carolyn Wrinn (648-1179). 

 

Thought to ponder - Sometimes the 
smallest step in the right direction 
ends up being the biggest step of 
your life. Tip toe if you must, but 
take the step. 

Thanks to everyone who helped 

at the Chicken BBQ (church 

fundraiser) on May 20.   

We sold over 400 dinners 

and have chicken in the 

freezer for camp!   

mailto:mrestorff@greatbatch.com
mailto:emerald.gryphon@hotmail.com
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UMW 

Mission u:   Learning Together for Transformation of the World 

July 20-22 at Asbury Camp & Retreat Center 

This is a Conference program for all!  This year’s study topics are:  

Spiritual Growth Study:  Living as a Covenant Community 

Issue Study:  Climate Justice 

Geographic Study:  Missionary Conferences of the US 

Mission u is an opportunity to study current issues impacting society based on current mission study 

topics with particular attention to the responsibilities of women in fulfilling the mission work of the 

church. Participants grow in understanding the mission of the church in the current world 

context; conference events are open to members and non-members of United Methodist Women.  

Mission u events also include: 

+  Worship & singing +  Audiovisual Presentations 

+  Interest Groups around current issues +  Fellowship Events 

 

UMW Retreat:  September 29-30…overnight at Stella Niagara is the Niagara Frontier District UMW 

retreat,  “The Lorax” led by Kristin Hromowyk.  Details about registration will be posted.   

 

Check out other retreats at Conference camp and retreat centers across the state.  A booklet is 

available for you to take, or it is posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall by the TV. 

Shalom,  

Carolyn Wrinn, UMW President 

All women are welcome on Wednesday JUNE 7, 6 PM at Vivian Slocum’s (45 Wallace Drive).  Please 

sign up and bring a dish to share. We will have Chiavetta’s chicken!  Join us for fellowship and fun! 

Many thanks to Julie Waters for heading up fundraising for Family Promise of   Western NY and our 

involvement as a support church. The Presbyterian Church is hosting a family for one week begin-

ning June 2. We will request help as needed. Thank you all for your contributions. 

IT’S A 

PICNIC!   

Mother-Child Banquet  

On May 11, nearly 60 women and children enjoyed a great meal and the magic of Paul 

Antonio.  Many thanks to the planning team Marcia, Sue, Julie, Carol and Candy for a 

delightful evening.  Jane is hearing that 
she will soon float! 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-studies
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-studies


FROM YOUR LAY MEMBER 

Run-up to Annual Conference 
 

The most recent session of the Judicial Council has brought the issue of homosexuality and 

ordination front and center once again. A decision (really, a non-decision) concerning the 

status of a Bishop in the Western Jurisdiction, who is a partner in a same-gender marriage, has 

been front and center in UM news for several weeks. The 2012 Book of Discipline, the 

principles that guide and govern the world-wide connection which is the United Methodist 

Church, states that the Church “does not condone the practice of homosexuality and considers 

this practice incompatible with Christian teaching” (¶161F).  Further, “self-avowed practicing 

homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to 

serve in The United Methodist Church” (¶304.3). 

Once again, some churches are threatening to leave the connection or, alternatively, to 

invite those who do not agree with them to exit. Others are seeking a path that will allow for 

differences on this issue within the existing structures of our Methodist connection. A (special) 

Commission on the Way Forward has been created and tasked with developing a plan to be 

brought before a Special Session of General (global) Conference in 2019. 

This issue has been on the back burner (when it has not been in the headlines) for over 

forty years and is still far from resolution. There is little doubt that it will be a concern at 

Annual Conference this year even as we struggle to find a middle path. 

In spite of the gloom and doom, I AM looking forward to seeing people whom I’ve come to 

know in the years I’ve been your Lay Member and I am cautiously optimistic that, with God’s 

help, our Conference and the General Church can and will survive this rough patch without too 

much damage to its integrity. 

That said, I have been perusing the pre-conference materials (my homework) in 

preparation for the days that lie ahead and praying for guidance regarding the decisions to be 

made. 

As always, I will be reporting the highlights in my post-Conference report.  I welcome your 

questions and/or concerns. 

 

Mary Jane Russell 

Lay Member 

Theme of this year’s Upper New York Annual Conference ~ June 1-3, 2017 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:   Rev. Jay Roberts 

716-909-3691; jay_r_14120@yahoo.com 

Office Hrs: Tues. 9:00 AM-12:30 PM;  

Thurs. 12 Noon-2:30 PM; Fri. 9:00 AM-12 Noon 

Music Director:   Peter Van Scozza  

716-662-3164; pvspsq@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant:  Michelle Kemp 

716-245-1692; Tues. 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Thurs. 

12:30-3:30 PM, and Fri. 9:00 AM -12:00 noon 

Sunday Morning Childcare:  Sue Stachewicz 

Phone:  716-941-3146 

Custodian: Tom Galley 

716-648-6136 

Like us on Facebook! 

Living in 

Christ’s love, 

serving God 

and  

neighbor. 
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St. Pauly’s Clothing  
Shed  Volunteers 

Week of:  
June 4 Bob Laurie 
June 11 George Slocum 
June 18 Mike Waters 
June 25 Linda Carroll 

Please be sure to arrange a 
replacement when you are 
unable to work your week. 
Thanks, 
Ed Nuse 

last Sunday of each month is 

"Food Pantry Sunday"  

You can place your donation of 
food items on the floor at the 
end of your pew. The children 
will take the food items to the 
altar when Pastor Jay calls them 
up for Children's Time. Other 
Sundays, you can place your 
donation in the baskets in the 
Narthex. 

monthly  

Deadline for  
July VISTA  
Tuesday, 

June 20, 2017 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
716 Fresh  
2-9 PM 
 
 
Daisy Troop 
6:15-8:00 PM 

2 

Heritage Group 
9 AM-1 PM 

716 Fresh 
2-9 PM 

3 
Wedding of Jack 
Potter & Lynda 
Sawicki  11 AM 

4 
9:30 AM Adult 
Bible Study 

11:00 AM 
Worship  

Children’s Day! 

UMYF 6:30 PM 

5 
Prayer Group 
1:00 PM  
(D. Errington’s) 
 
 

6 

Lay Leadership 
11:00 AM 
 
 
 
 

7 
Heritage   
9AM-1 PM 

UMDF   
1:00-4:30 PM 

UMW Picnic 
6 PM (Slocum’s) 

8 
 

716 Fresh  
2-9 PM 
 
 
 
Daisy Troop 
6:15-8:00 PM 

9 

Heritage Group 
9 AM-1 PM 

716 Fresh 
2-9 PM 
 
Central City 
Café outreach 

10 

11 
 

12 

Sewing Circle 
9:30-1:00 PM 
 
Worship Team 
7:00 PM 

13 14 
 
Heritage   
9AM-1 PM 

15 
 
716 Fresh  
2-9 PM 
 
 
 
Daisy Troop 
6:15-8:00 PM 

16 
Heritage Group 
9 AM-1 PM 

716 Fresh 
2-9 PM 

17 

18 19 20 

VISTA 
deadline  

21 
 
Heritage   
9AM-1 PM 

22 
 
716 Fresh  
2-9 PM 
 
 
 

23 

Exemplary   
Needle Guild 
9:30 AM-3:30 PM 

716 Fresh 
3:45-9:00 PM 
 
 

24 

25 26 

Sewing Circle 
9:30-1:00 PM 

27 28 
 
Heritage   
9AM-1 PM 

29 
 
716 Fresh  
2-9 PM 
 
 

30 

Heritage Group 
9 AM-1 PM 

716 Fresh 
2-9 PM 

 

June 2017June 2017June 2017   

Baptism 

10 AM Service 

10 AM Service 

10 AM Service 

Begins Sunday, June 11 - 10 AM Worship 

UNY Annual Conference  

Pentecost 



Orchard Park United Methodist Church   
3700 North Buffalo Road 
Orchard Park, NY 14127 

www.opumc.com 

 

 

   Newsletter of OPUMC 

Beginning Sunday, June 11th,  
worship will move to 10 AM. 


