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From Pastor Jay...
Several years ago, Marcia and I were on the road to visit
her brother in North Carolina. We had pulled off the
highway to get some gas. As we resumed our journey, I
once again entered the on ramp to continue to our
destination. I thought I knew that we were supposed to continue for a few
miles and then exit to another highway. When we came to the interchange,
the disembodied voice of my Global Positioning System was telling me to
continue on the same route. I had looked at the map before I left and my
instincts told me I should have jumped off on the other highway.
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Was the GPS wrong! I was faced with a difficult decision. Should I keep
going, keep following the guidance emanating from my dashboard? Should I
patiently listen to each direction, taking each turn as I was told, without
having to see four turns ahead? Or, should I decide that my instincts were
correct, pull over and recalculate the route on the G.P.S. Should I give up on
“the voice” and go it alone? Often this is the very question we ask, the very
situation we face in the life of faith!
How often do we go to God in prayer, asking for God’s guidance, seeking
God’s direction – and then decide that we undoubtedly know better, see
more clearly, and can choose more easily the best path to take? As our
patience wears thin, as our desire to see four turns ahead grows more
intense, we give up on God and decide to go it alone. It is not just about
global positioning. It is about trust. In our own lives and in the life of the
community, we all could get a little better at trust. Because spiritual maturity
does not guarantee the ability to see “four turns ahead.” But it does imply the
patience to hang in there with God, knowing we are not going to get to our
destination more quickly or easily by going it alone. If anything, we may only
get ourselves more deeply lost.
As we continue through the season of Epiphany toward Lent, this will be a
great time for us to consider the lessons of trust because what we will
encounter at the beginning of Lent is a call to follow and walk with Jesus
through some trying and anxious times.
Next month, beginning the six weeks before Easter I will offer a sermon
series titled “Walking with Jesus” that I hope will bless you and help you to
trust in the direction that the Lord is leading us as a people and the church
seeking to be faithful to God’s desire and purpose for our life and living.

Sunday, February 5
9:30 AM Adult Class*
11 AM Worship Service &
Children’s Sunday School
Greeters: Julie & Mike Waters
Communion Steward: Julie
Waters
Lay Reader: Marcia Roberts
AV: Peter Slotman
Coffee Hosts: Julie & Mike Waters
Sunday, February 12
9:30 AM Adult Class*
11 AM Worship Service &
Children’s Sunday School
Greeter: Candy Carberry
Lay Reader: Lurly Hunsberger
AV: Matt Morey
Coffee Host: Sunday, February 19
9:30 AM Adult Class*
1 AM Worship Service &
Children’s Sunday School
Greeters: The Spinelli Family
Lay Reader: Carol Brauer
AV: Peter Slotman
Coffee Host: Sunday, February 26
9:30 AM Adult Class*
1 AM Worship Service &
Children’s Sunday School
Greeter: Marcia Roberts
Lay Reader: Mike Waters
AV: Margot Ip
Coffee Host: -

*Child care is available for those
attending the Adult Sunday
School class, just call Carolyn
Wrinn (648-1179) and Sue
Stachewicz will come in early to
watch them.

BIRTHDAYS

Tia Waterhouse
Mary Jane Russell
Kristina Lutz
Kris Lutz
Charlene Marcus
Beth Kaforey
Debbie Schwabel

6
7
9
12
14
23
24

Family of Rev. Gordon
Bloomberg (Dianne Brent’s
father)
Family of Daisy Young (Bonnie
Bonavito’s mother)
Prudy Pugh
Nancy Kamm (Beth Stuart’s mom)
Katherine & Daniel Montanez
(US Marine & Daniel Airforce overseas –
Beth Stuart’s daughter & son-in-law)

Long-term care:
John Henning Phil Paglia
During the months of January
and February, we will meet at
the church at 1 PM for prayers
and fellowship. Come join us!
Pastor Jay will be presenting
a 6-week sermon series
titled, “Walking With Jesus”
during the season of Lent
beginning Thursday, March2,
at 10:30 AM.

The series will cover Jesus’ baptism and temptation,
healing ministries, sojourn in the mountains, experiences
at the seashore, encounters with friends and his final week
in Jerusalem. We will be guided to the locations where
Jesus walked that we might understand him more clearly
and grow deeper in our faith. You won’t want to miss any
of these messages.
If you’d like to honor or memorialize
someone, or a special occasion, why not do
it with altar flowers? Saville’s provides the
beautiful arrangements that adorn the altar
each week. All you have to do is pick the date that is
meaningful to you, sign up on the flower chart, follow the
instructions, and take them home following that Sunday’s
service. You may purchase an arrangement for $12. More
information is posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex,
along with the new 2017 calendar.

The Nicaragua Project
To attend school in Nicaragua (Central America), children MUST wear shoes.
The Missions Team is asking for your help to make a difference in the lives of
these children.
Now through February 12, we will be collecting new and gently used shoes,
sandals, sneakers and flip-flops We will also collect adult footwear. No Boots
please. It would be helpful to tie pairs of sneakers together and put no more
than 3 or 4 pairs of shoes in one bag. This will help to keep pairs together. A collection box is in the
Fellowship Hall.
If you have any questions, please call Candy Carberry (649-1654). Thank you!

Niagara Frontier District News
CATCH THE SPIRIT DISCIPLESHIP GATHERING
Catch the Spirit Discipleship Gathering 2017 is scheduled for Saturday, February 25, at Clarence
UMC, from 9am-3pm. This is our annual district workshop day, and there are a variety of
workshops available, lunch and a time of worship. Take a look at the workshops being offered and
fill out your registration form – both found on the counter in the office. You’ll need to register by
February 17.

Reminder for Committee Leaders: Please submit your Annual Conference statistics to the office
by February 10.
If you have any questions, please contact Michelle in the office or Pastor Jay. Thank you!

Marcia and I would like to
thank our church family for the
expression of love offered
through the gift we were
presented at Christmas. The
depth of appreciation that you
have shown for us overwhelms
us. We hope that you know that
we, too, carry within our hearts
the same expression of love and
appreciation for each of you.
Again, thank you for your
support and appreciation.

Thank you so much for the very
generous Christmas gift. It is my
pleasure to serve the congregation.
Blessings to all in the new year.
Sue Stachewicz
Dear OPUMC,
Thank you so much for
my Christmas gift.
Dear friends at OPUMC,
Tom Galley
I feel very blessed to work and serve
the Lord in this place, alongside such wonderful people.
Thank you for your generous Christmas gift. May God bless
you this day and in the year ahead. Michelle Kemp

Jay and Marcia Roberts
Page 3

Greetings Women of OPUMC!
As announced last month, the funds raised at our Auction for missions
held in December (plus a little extra), were distributed as follows: $200 to
Food Bank WNY for Central City Café, $200 to Redbird Mission (the group
UMW goes for 1 week in April), $100 to Harvest House Baby Ministry, $100 to
Family Justice Center, $100 to Jericho Road (Community Health Clinic
Buffalo), $100 to Clara’s Closet (Central Park UMC, Buffalo).
You will find a flyer below, and labeled boxes in the back entrance and the Fellowship Hall, asking
for items for Clara’s Closet. Right now we are focusing on bedding and pillows as well as women’s
hygiene products. Seasonal clothing for all can be placed in the barrel. Thanks for all your donations.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR: FISH DINNERS MARCH 10 AND 24. The job list will be posted very soon!!
We are part of a National organization “UMW, Inc.” Our pledge to mission that we send through the
district, then conference, helps support the many mission institutions around the world. The January
issue of “Response” (in the Narthex book rack) describes the Board of Directors and the Program
Advisory Group. You can also check out the website: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org.
District Event 2017 Dates:
Gift Day—March 11 at Warrens Corners UMC
Communion Breakfast—April 8 at Elma UMC
Morning Apart—May 6 at Lockport Emmanuel UMC
Annual Meeting—September 23 at Kenmore UMC
Overnight Retreat—October6-7 at Stella Niagara
Network of Leaders—November 4 location TBA

Next UMW Meeting
Thursday, February 2
New Time: 6:30 PM
Come hear what’s new
and fish dinner details.

Looking ahead to MAY (11?)!, it is time to plan for our MOTHERS/DAUGHTERS EVENT (dinner and
program). Do YOU have an idea?? Would YOU (with 1 or 2 others) take on this ONE project for a spring
fellowship gathering? Please see me.
Shalom, Carolyn Wrinn

New Opportunity to Help Those in Need
Organized by the United Methodist Women (UMW) of OPUMC

CLARA'S CLOSET
We are supporting the collection/distribution ministry at Central Park UMC* called “Clara’s
Closet” by gathering new, packaged underwear for the entire family as well as personal care
items for low-income and refugee women.
Please see the following website for details:
UNDERCOVER.LIFE
We will also be accepting gently used/new bedding (comforters/blankets); NEW standard size
pillows, and seasonal clothing for all ages/sizes
Collection bins are in the back entranceway and the Fellowship Hall.
If you have any questions, please contact Carolyn Wrinn (648-1179)
or Candy Carberry (649-1654).
*Central Park UMC, 216 Beard Ave., Buffalo ~ 716-833-3193 ~ centralparkcomplex.com
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FROM YOUR LAY MEMBER
New Conference Center to Open Soon!
Since its inception in the late spring of 2010, the offices of the Upper New York Annual
Conference have been housed in space rented from University United Methodist Church in Syracuse.
University Church has been a gracious host, but the rental space is on the third floor, offices are
cramped, meeting space is limited, access is less than optimal, and parking is scarce. (The first time I
attended a committee meeting there, one of the other attendees discovered, when we adjourned, that his
car had been towed because he had parked in the wrong part of the parking lot!) Early on, the need for
proper office space was identified and the Trustees began to look for a property that would be suitable.
Initial discussions led to a decision to stay in the greater Syracuse area, near the geographical midpoint
of the Conference, followed by the desires to find an existing property, if possible, that could house the
executive offices as well as a consolidated Resource Center, Conference Archives, and meeting space
for Conference committees.
In October of 2014, members of the Upper New York Annual Conference were summoned to
Syracuse for a special session to consider a proposal from the Conference Trustees to purchase a
property at 7481 Henry Clay Blvd. in Liverpool, a northern suburb of Syracuse. A proposal was made
and accepted, but subsequent close inspection revealed several problems that required remediation, and
the project was bogged down in stop-and-start negotiations until May, 2015, when the Trustees
returned to the Conference with a revised proposal that accounted for the necessary changes at an
acceptable price. The sale was subsequently finalized and remediation and planning for the use of the
new space swung into gear later in the year.
The new facility will have adequate office space for day-to-day Conference activities, as well as
meeting rooms and dedicated space to house the Conference Resource Center (source of most of our
study materials), currently housed in Endicott (near Binghamton), the Conference Archives and
Historical records (for predecessor conferences, as well as the extant Upper NY Conference), and
equipment and supplies for various work groups and mission groups.
The Resource Center expects to be in its new location in mid-February, a sure sign that other
functions will be moving into the new spaces in the near future. I anticipate that most Conference
operations will be relocated before we convene for the 2017 Annual Conference in May. I look forward
to the opportunity to tour the new facility in person.
Mary Jane Russell
Lay Member

Brownie Troop helps the homeless! Won’t you join them?

CHILDREN’S

Brownie Troop 30248 meets at our church and would like our assistance
in collecting children’s books for Harvest House and Viva La Casa. They
are collecting new or gently used children’s books.
These 7- & 8-year-old girls are working on a project to make a difference
in their world. As troop leader, Julie Mock, says, “They then reflect and
share what they've learned in the hope that others will keep it going.”
On behalf of Brownie Troop 30248, THANK YOU!
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St. Pauly’s Clothing
Shed Volunteers

Living in

Week of:
Feb. 5 Art Cooper
Feb. 12 Bob Laurie
Feb. 19 Ed Nuse
Feb. 26 George Slocum

Christ’s love,
serving God
and
neighbor.

Winter Storm Closings
To check if the
church is closed
or activities are
cancelled due to
weather, go to
Channel 2, or log on to
WGRZ.com for the most up-todate information.
Please make sure the doors to
the Sanctuary are closed when
you leave (to keep the heat in.)

Please bring in your empty ink
cartridges (bin at back
entrance). Funds are being
raised for the church.
OPUMC is also recycling
plastics (bin in Kitchen). If you
see this bin full, please take it
home with you to recycle.

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor:
Rev. Jay Roberts
716-909-3691
jay_r_14120@yahoo.com
Office Hrs: Tues. 9:00 AM-12:30 PM;
Thurs. 12 Noon-2:30 PM; Fri. 9:00 AM-12 Noon
Music Director:
Peter Van Scozza
716-662-3164
pvspsq@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant:
Michelle Kemp
716-245-1692
Tues. 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Thurs. 12:30-3:30 PM,
and Fri. 9:00 AM -12:00 noon
Sunday Morning Childcare:
Sue Stachewicz
Phone: 716-941-3146
Custodian:
Tom Galley
716-648-6136

Deadline for
March VISTA
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2017

Like us on
Facebook!
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February 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

2

3

Heritage Group
9 AM-1 PM

716 Fresh

Heritage Group
9:00 AM-2:00 PM

Daisy Troop
4:30-6:00

Choir 8 PM

6

9:30 AM Adult
Bible Study
11:00 AM
Worship &
Children’s SS

Prayer Group

Boy Scouts 7:00

Worship Team

UMYF 6:30 PM

12
9:30 AM Adult
Bible Study
11:00 AM
Worship &
Children’s SS

19

1:00 PM
Boy Scouts
7:00 PM

7Exercise 9:00 8
Pathways
Gathering
(Intro Session)
7:00 PM(FH)

Daisy Troop
6:15-8:00 PM

14Exercise 9 15
Heritage Group
9:00 AM-2:00 PM

9:30 AM-1:00 PM

Daisy Troop

Girls Scouts
5:30-7:00 PM

4:30-6:00 (FH)

Brownie Troop
6:00-7:30 PM

20

21Exercise 9 22
Heritage Group
9:00 AM-1:00 PM

716 Fresh
2:00-7:45 (K)

Choir 8:00 PM

UMYF 6:30

28Exercise 9

9:30 AM Adult Sewing Circle
9:30 AM-1:00 PM OWLS Lunch
Bible Study
12:00 Noon
(location: TBD)
11:00 AM
Worship &
Girl Scouts 5:30
Children’s SS
Brownies 5:00

Girl Scouts
9 AM-4 PM

716 Fresh
2:00-9:00 PM

9

10

716 Fresh

Central City
Café Outreach

2:00-9:00 PM
6:15-8:00 PM

16
716 Fresh
2:00-9:00 PM
Daisy Troop
6:15-8:00 PM

Choir 8:00 PM

VISTA deadline

27

4

UMW 6:30 PM

Daisy Troop

Choir 8 PM

Sat

Exercise 9

11

Heritage Group
9:00 AM-2:00 PM
716 Fresh
2:00-9:00 PM

Sewing Circle

9:30 AM Adult
Bible Study
11:00 AM
Worship &
Children’s SS

26

Heritage Group
9 AM-2 PM

2:00-6:00 PM

7:00 PM (H)

13

Fri

1
UMDF 1:00-430

5

Thu

17 Exercise 9 18
Heritage Group
9 AM-2 PM
716 Fresh
2-9 PM

Pathways
Gathering
7 PM (FH)

23

24 Exercise 9 25

716 Fresh

Exemplary
Needle Guild
9:00 AM-3:30 PM

2:00-9:00 PM

Catch the Spirit
(Clarence UMC)

Orchard Park United Methodist Church
3700 North Buffalo Road
Orchard Park, NY 14127
www.opumc.com
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