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Are you looking for another 
way to serve in the church?  
Are you looking for another way to make a difference in your church 
and community? The Albany Chapter of ABLBH (A Better Life – 
Brianna’s Hope) is in need of volunteers to provide the meal that is 
served before each meeting on Fridays. Throw something in the crock 
pot and drop it off during the day…bring in pizzas or sandwiches…the 
menu is completely up to you! Contact Linda Greene at 239-222-5200 
to get on the schedule. 

 
The deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter 

will be 2pm on the 3rd Friday of every month. Please submit 

any information for the newsletter to 

secretary@albanyumc.net or you can call Tricia at the 

Albany church office  

(765-789-4571).  

 

   AUMC Preschool Fundraiser 
Every year we strive to keep our registration and tuition costs to a minimum. In 
order to do this, we rely on our annual fundraiser to offset our expenses for 
supplies such as craft kits and books.  This year we have several options for 
you to choose from: 
Soapy Joe’s Laundry Detergent ($20-$45) 
Texas Roadhouse Peanuts ($5) 
Concannon’s Gourmet Popcorn and Pretzels (($7-$12) 
 

Please contact the AUMC Church Office at 765-789-4571 to place your order, or to get the answers 
to any questions that you may have. 

November 10: Joint Vision Team Mtg 2pm (Mt Tabor UMC) 

November 17: Charge Conference 6pm (Fairview UMC) 

November 26: Thanksgiving Service (7pm at Albany UMC) 

December 8: An Albany Christmas (5pm at Albany UMC) 

December 24: Christmas Eve Service 9pm (Mt Tabor UMC) 
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    NOV 2019     

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

  
    1 

ABLBH 6:30pm 

( AL Basement) 

2 
 

3 
Albany Service 

9am 

Mt Tabor Service 

9am 

Oak Grove 

Service 10:45am  

 

4 
 

5 
P/V Lessons 

1-7:30pm 

(AL) 

Food Pantry 

2:30-3:30pm 

Spaghetti 

Dinner (MT) 

6  
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

P/V Lessons 

4-6:30pm (AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

7 
P/V Lessons 

3-8pm (AL) 

 

 

8 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(AL Basement) 

9 
AUMC 

Volunteer 

Training 1pm 

10 
Albany Service 

9am 

Mt Tabor Service 

9am 

Oak Grove 

Service 10:45am 

Joint Vision Team 

Meeting 2-4pm 

(MT) 

11 

 

12 
Adult 

Ministries 

10am (AL) 

P/V Lessons 

12:30-7:30pm 

(AL) 

Game Day 

2:30-3:30pm 

13 
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

P/V Lessons 4-6:30pm 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

14  

P/V Lessons  

3-8pm (AL) 

 

Mt Tabor Council 

Mtg 6:30pm 

 

15 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(AL Basement) 

 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

2pm 

16 
AUMC 

Volunteer 

Training 10am  

17 
Albany Service 

9am 

Mt Tabor Service 

9am 

Oak Grove 

Service 10:45am 

Charge 

Conference 6pm 

(Fairview UMC) 

18 
AUMC Council 

Mtg 7pm 

 

AUMC Office 

Open  

8am-2pm 

19 
P/V Lessons 
1-7:30pm 

(AL) 

 

Food Pantry 

2:30-3:30pm 

(YCC) 

 

 

20 
AUMC Office Closed 

Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

P/V Lessons 4-6:30pm 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

21       
P/V Lessons  

3-8pm (AL) 

 

22 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(AL Basement) 

 

 

23 
  

 

24 
Albany Service 

9am 

Mt Tabor Service 

9am 

Oak Grove 

Service 10:45am 

25 

 

 

 26 
P/V Lessons 
1-7:30pm 

(AL) 

 

Thanksgiving 

Service 7pm 

(AS) 

 

27 
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

P/V Lessons 

4-6:30pm (AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

28 

 

Thanksgiving 

 

29 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(AL Basement) 

 

30 
Parents Night 

Out 5-9pm 

(AUMC) 
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FROM PASTOR JAKE….. 
 
Dear Albany, Mt. Tabor, and Oak Grove friends & family, 
 
Here’s a question I’ve been pondering: What is the most important part of our Sunday worship 
service? 
 
It’s not the sermon. Don’t get me wrong—without hearing the Word of God, we risk wandering off into 
lies and darkness. Proclaiming relevant, Gospel-centered messages every week is a life-or-death 
responsibility that John Retter and I are grateful to share. 
 
It’s not the Lord’s Supper. Without receiving the Body and Blood of Christ on a regular basis, we not 
only risk spiritual starvation, but we also violate our Savior’s plain command: “Do this in remembrance 
of me.”  But there’s still something more important. 
 
It’s not even in worshiping God through singing, prayer, and sharing our offerings. As the apostle Paul 
wrote in Romans 12:1, presenting our bodies as living sacrifices is our true spiritual worship. If we 
neglect this sacred duty, we are living only for ourselves, and throwing away the gift of eternal life. 
Every Sunday, however, one crucial moment still towers above everything else. 
 
It’s right at the end. When we are sent out into the mission field. Just as Christ told his disciples in 
John 20:21: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” Christians are a sent people—a people on a 
mission. 
 
What does this mean? 
 
Two of my favorite World War II movies, Memphis Belle and Twelve O’Clock High, feature tense 
scenes where anxious young bomber crews crowd into a smoke-filled assembly room to receive 
somber instructions for their missions over Germany. The commanding officers make certain 
everybody understands the location of the target, the route they will take, the weather they will 
encounter, and detailed threats of enemy fighter attacks. The men are then dismissed in a rush to 
board their planes, roar upward into the sky, and perform their death-defying jobs.  
 
Imagine something silly. What if, instead of obeying orders, each crewman wandered willy-nilly out of 
the briefing room, enjoyed a hearty meal down the street, and headed home for a long nap? What if 
they all spent the next six days going about their own personal business, barely remembering 
anything about the mission, and leaving the bombers to rust on the tarmac… but proudly telling 
anybody who asked them about their work, “Buddy, you bet I’m a U.S. Airman!” Until a whole week 
has passed, and if they aren’t too tired or too busy, maybe heading to the base again to catch another 
mission briefing. Hopefully a shorter one this time—kickoff is at noon! 
 
Outrageous, of course. But do you see the connection? Gathering in Jesus’ name on Sunday 
morning doesn’t mean anything unless we also carry out his orders, beginning with the moment we 
rise from our seats. When we are dismissed from worship, we are deployed into our mission field. A 
faithful disciple lives a missional life—taking risks, facing resistance, and making sacrifices for the 
sake of the Gospel. 
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We have clear objectives: Reaching the lost, lonely, and broken people in our communities, 
workplaces, schools, and families with the love of Jesus Christ. Welcoming sinners on the path to 
repentance and new life. Encouraging any fellow Christians we meet. As a missional people, will we 
stay on target? 
 
We have the very best equipment: Authority to forgive sins (John 20:23). Power to accomplish 
impossible things (Phil 4:13). Unique, God-given gifts for ministering to others (Eph 4:11-13). A shield 
that can defend our soul from every attack (Eph 6:16), and an inner peace that is so untouchable, 
even we can’t understand how it works (Phil 4:7). As a missional people, will we put these tools to 
faithful use? 
 
We face strong opposition: Friends and co-workers who would rather we keep our relationship with 
Jesus Christ private. Skeptics who will laugh at our testimony, argue us into silence, or reject us 
outright. Our own inner fear of failure. As a missional people, will we be strong and courageous in the 
Lord? 
 
When you finish reading this newsletter, give thanks and praise to God, and remember that wherever 
you go this week, Christ has sent you there on a mission. His mission. 
 
Your fellow witness to the Gospel— 

Pastor Jake 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This year’s Bountiful Bazaar was once again a success with almost $1,400 brought in 
from the sales of beautiful hand-crafted creations and 

delicious goodies. Mt. Tabor and Oak Grove were invited to 
take part in the bazaar and each church contributed items 
as well as sending help during the set-up and bazaar day. 

Some ladies also attended one of the workshops. Mt. Tabor 
and oak Grove will be receiving checks for the amount of 

money earned from the sale of their items. We are looking 
forward to more collaboration in the future! In total almost 
$1,00 for AUMC’s general fund and food pantry. Thank 

you to everyone who donated items to sell and thank you 
to all who came and shopped. 

A BIG thanks to all the people who helped out during the day, whether you signed up 

or not. Many folks came to shop and them stayed on to help with cashiering, bagging, and 
other jobs that came up. I can’t begin to name all who helped; just know your presence and 

willingness to help out was appreciated more than you will ever know. 
The luncheon that was served during much of the bazaar was a total success as well, 

at one time requiring extra tables to be set up to accommodate the crowd.  Linda Bowdell 

and her helpers stayed very busy until they ran out of food! Thanks to Linda and her 
kitchen help for all that they did. The free-will offering brought in almost $400 for the food 

pantry. 
Cheryl Wasson, Bountiful Bazaar Chairperson 
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OFFERING ENVELOPES 

At Albany UMC, it is time to order offering envelopes for 2020. If 
there is a change in your need (want/don’t want), please let 
Rebecca Kirby know (765-789-6062). 

 

Albany UMC Music Ministry 
Lots of special things will be happening in the music 
department during the next several weeks. The annual 

Thanksgiving Service will be held at AUMC this year, 
with our church providing the music. 

On Sunday evening, December 8th, Albany UMC will be hosting worship and music 

during “An Albany Christmas”. Our chimers will be playing traditional Christmas songs 
during one segment of the entertainment. Some of Cheryl’s piano and voice students from 
the Albany area will also be performing. During the 5:00pm worship service, local children 

and adults will be portraying the nativity during the reading and singing of the Christmas 
story. We still need to cast two wise men plus angels, maybe one or two more shepherds, 

and a technical engineer to operate the star. We think we already have Mary, Joseph, and 
Baby Jesus, and some shepherds. 

Our sanctuary choir and hand chimes will also be preparing beautiful music to be 

presented in the Sunday morning services during Advent. There is still time for you to 
participate in the choir for this holiday season. No try outs, no previous experience needed. 

We will be having rehearsals every Wednesday evening at 7:30pm until 8:15pm. Please join 
us at this special time of year. Help us to make a VERY joyful noise this Christmas at 
AUMC. 

  
 
 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 
At Albany UMC this year, we will not have an organized assembly of show 
boxes. However, if you want to pack a box or two yourself, Rebecca Kirby will 
see that the boxes are delivered to the collection spot. 
 
We do have some items in the basement to help fill your boxes (see Rebecca 
Kirby or Linda Greene) plus we have some donated money for the project that 
may be used for postage ($9 per box last year, assuming the same this year.) 
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Albany United Methodist Church 
125 N Broadway St    Sunday Worship: 9:00am 
PO Box 277     Sunday School: 10:15am 
Albany, IN  47320-0277   A Better Life: Brianna’s Hope: Fridays @ 6:30pm 
765-789-4571    Project Friend Food Pantry: 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 4-7:00pm 

 

Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church 
216 W Pleasant St    Sunday Worship: 9:00am 
Dunkirk, IN  47336    Shine Bright Young Adult Group: Wednesdays @ 7pm 
765-768-7273    Kids Disney Movie: On Summer Hiatus 
       

Oak Grove United Methodist Church 
829 South State Road 1   Sunday Worship: 10:45am 
Portland, IN  47371 
765-661-7045 
                                                     

 

 

     

 
 

Albany United Methodist Church 
PO Box 277 
Albany, IN  47320-0277 
            

 

 

 

                                        

Return Address Requested 


