
 

ALL-CIRCUIT CHURCH NEWS: October 2019 

 
 

                                                                            
Are you looking for another way to serve in the church?  
Are you looking for another way to make a difference in your church 
and community? The Albany Chapter of ABLBH (A Better Life – 
Brianna’s Hope) is in need of volunteers to provide the meal that is 
served before each meeting on Fridays. Throw something in the crock 
pot and drop it off during the day…bring in pizzas or sandwiches…the 
menu is completely up to you! Contact Linda Greene at 239-222-5200 
to get on the schedule. 

 

 

The deadline to submit items for the 

monthly newsletter will be 2pm on the 3rd 

Friday of every month. Please submit any 

information for the newsletter to 

secretary@albanyumc.net or you can call 

Tricia at the Albany church office  

(765-789-4571).  
 

 

October 12: Bountiful Bazaar (Albany UMC) 9am-3:30pm 

October 19: Fall Party (Oak Grove UMC) 5pm 

October 27: First Responders Service & Meal (Albany UMC) 

November 10: Joint Vision Team Mtg 2pm (Mt Tabor UMC) 

November 26: Thanksgiving Service (7pm at Albany UMC) 

December 8: An Albany Christmas (5pm at Albany UMC) 
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    OCT 2019     

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

  
 1 

P/V Lessons 

1-7:30pm 

(AL) 

 

Food Pantry 

4-7pm (YCC) 

 

2 
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

P/V Lessons 

4-6:30pm (AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

3 
P/V Lessons 

3-8pm (AL) 

4 
AUMC Office 

Closed 

 

ABLBH 6:30pm 

( AL Basement) 

6 
 

6 
Albany Service 

9am 

Mt Tabor Service 

9am 

Oak Grove 

Service 10:45am  

 

7 
 

8 
AUMC Office 

Closed 

Adult 

Ministries 

10am (AL) 

P/V Lessons 

1-7:30pm 

(AL) 

Game Day 

2:30-3:30pm 

9  
AUMC Office Closed 

Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

P/V Lessons 

4-6:30pm (AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

10 
P/V Lessons 

3-8pm (AL) 

 

Mt Tabor Council 

Mtg 6pm 

 

11 
AUMC Office 

Closed 

 

AUMC Bountiful 

Bazaar Setup 

9am-6pm 

 

ABLBH 6:30pm 

(AL Basement) 

12 
AUMC 

Bountiful 

Bazaar 9am-

3pm 

13 
Albany Service 

9am 

Mt Tabor Service 

9am 

Oak Grove 

Service 10:45am 

14 

 

15 
Food Pantry 

4-7pm (YCC) 

16 
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

Staff Meeting 

11:30am (AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

17 

  

18 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(AL Basement) 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

2pm 

19 
Fall Party @ 

Oak Grove 

UMC  5pm 

 

20 
Albany Service 

9am 

Mt Tabor Service 

9am 

Oak Grove 

Service 10:45am 

21 
AUMC Council 

Mtg 7pm 

22 
  

 

  

 

23 
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

  

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

 

24       

  

25 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(AL Basement) 

 

 

26 
Albany 

Halloween 

Parade 

 

27 
First Responders 

Service @ Albany 

Meal 11am 

Mt Tabor Service 

9am 

Oak Grove 

Service 10:45am 

28 

 

 

 29 
AUMC Office 

Closed 

 

P/V Lessons 

1-7:30pm 

(AL) 

 

30 
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

P/V Lessons 

4-6:30pm (AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

31 
P/V Lessons 

3-8pm (AL) 
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FROM PASTOR JAKE….. 
 
Dear Mt. Tabor, Oak Grove, and Albany Friends and Family, 

 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

I am so thankful every day to be your pastor, and to have you as my brothers and sisters in service to 

the Gospel. By your love for one another and for our communities, you help me to grow in the 

knowledge and love of God. I pray that your faith in Christ is alive and well as you read this, and that 

you are made strong in the power of the Holy Spirit! 

 

A young couple recently moved into our Albany neighborhood who are often outside playing with their 

dogs, giving me plenty of chances to walk over and chat with them—one of my favorite perks of 

small-town life! In a recent conversation, I learned that these two have taken up a unique hobby 

together: restoring old cast iron skillets. 

 

If you’ve used a cast iron for cooking, or if you spend much time at rummage sales and antique 

stores, then you’ve seen how badly these useful kitchen tools can deteriorate over time. With a little 

water and neglect, even a high-quality cast iron skillet can wind up dry as a bone, caked with rust, 

and just all-around yucky. When this happens, many people pass them over, throw them out, or use 

them only as old-timey decorations. 

 

Yet, as the young couple explained to me, with the right kind of care and attention, even the roughest-

looking cast iron skillets can be returned to like-new condition in just a matter of hours! In their 

woodshed, our neighbors have built two small tanks. In one, a lye solution removes layers of old 

grease and grime. The other tank, filled with water, removes rust through clever use of a car battery 

and some electrodes (no scrubbing!). After a few rounds of coating with oil and baking in a hot oven, 

the skillets are seasoned and ready for action again.  

 

When our neighbors set a few of their finished projects out for a yard sale, I bought an antique 10” 

Griswold skillet—over 60 years old and made in Erie, PA—took it home, and fixed up the tastiest 

grilled-cheese sandwich I’ve ever had.  

 

So often, as congregations who were first established long ago during very different times, we wonder 

if the world is finished with us. Like cast iron skillets, we can feel old, rusty, and dried out. We wonder 

if anybody still needs us, with so many newer, shinier, and convenient (non-stick!) options out there. 

We are accustomed to being passed over, and can find ourselves feeling mopey and nostalgic, 

longing for bygone times when we had a place in just about everyone’s daily life. 

 

Some of the final recorded words of Christ in Scripture were given in the Revelation to John, chapter 

21, verse 5. Seated on a glorious throne, the Son of God says boldly—to John the Revelator and to 

us today—Behold, I am making all things new. 

 

We serve a God who is still making all things new. If my neighbors can get an old rusty skillet to 

become as fresh and useful as a new one, what can God’s grace do in our hearts and lives? He is 
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always ready to make us clean, seasoned, and ready to serve a hungry world, if we will only trust 

Him. All we have to lose is our rust. 

 

In witness to Jesus Christ, who loved me and gave himself for me— 

Pastor Jake 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Albany UMC  annual Bountiful Bazaar is 

just a few days away. Hopefully, you have been working 

on, or at least planning what you will be contributing to this 

event. All kinds of craft creations are needed. Fall, 

Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas decorations, 

year-round décor and general purpose items, homemade 

candies, canned or fresh baked goods, and any other 

things that you can think of to make and donate. 

Set-up time will be Friday, October 11th, at 9am in the Bayman Youth Community 

Center. (Volunteers would be greatly appreciated to help set up tables.) Your donated 

items may be brought to the building from 10am until 6pm. Please place price tags on items 

before bringing or get tags when you arrive and price your items before you leave. Make 

prices reasonable, we want to sell everything, not have to pack it up and store it. If you need 

to bring your items before the 11th, contact Cheryl Wasson for alternatives. 

Our Bountiful Bazaar will be Saturday, October 12th, from 9am until 3:30pm. Along with 

the sale, light lunch items will be offered from 10am to 3pm. Linda Bowdell is the Bazaar 

Lunch chairman. She will need donations of vegetable soup, chili, hot dogs and buns, as well 

as drinks. There are sheets posted in the Albany UMC sanctuary for people to sign up 

for times to help as clerks, baggers and floor supervisors during the bazaar.  

Remember, the proceeds from the Bazaar are donated 50%-50% between Project 

Friend Food Pantry and the Albany UMC general fund. Be sure to make time that day to 

come and shop! 
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ALBANY UMC OFFICE 

The church office at Albany UMC will be closed beginning 
Friday, October 4th, and will reopen on Tuesday, October 
15th. Please keep Tricia and her son Mason in your prayers as 
they will be traveling for Fall Break. The office will also be 
closed on Tuesday, October 29th, as Jake and Tricia will be 
attending a meeting in Zionsville for INUMC Clergy.  

 

Albany UMC Music Ministry 
As choir and chimes rehearsals continue for the next 
few months, there is still plenty of opportunity to join 
one or both of these groups to help “make a joyful 

noise.” Choir usually sings an anthem every other 
Sunday service, while Chimes usually play once every 4 

or 5 weeks. No previous experience is necessary nor is the ability to read music. We are 
volunteer musicians. It would be wonderful to have new participants in both groups. (We 
know there are lots of good singers in the congregation. We hear you every Sunday during 

church services!) Hand Chimes rehearse Wednesday evenings from 6:45pm to 7:30pm; 
Choir rehearsals immediately follow from 7:30pm to 8:15pm. Please come join us for music 
and fellowship. 
 
 

ALBANY UMC SECHLER'S PICKLE SALE 
It's that time of year again. Enclosed with your newsletter is a Pickle Order 
Form. Please read over it, and get your orders brought to the church or 
Donna Stephenson, on or before Sunday, November 10th. You can plan on 
picking your orders up the week of November 17th.  We will have extra 
copies, if you need them, at the church and the Church Bazaar.  Remember 
to order plenty, because we only take orders each November.   

 

FALL PARTY AT OAK GROVE: 
This year’s Fall Party is scheduled for Saturday, October 19, at 5:00 pm, at  

  Oak Grove UMC.  Oak Grove is just a few miles north of Redkey, on State  
   Road 1. 

 
There will be a bonfire, hayride, bingo and a Lil Debbie Cake Walk, and 
good food, for all to enjoy, plus having fun with all of your new and old 
Christian Friends.  The menu is hot dogs, brats, chips, mac & cheese, 

baked beans, cookies, hot and cold drinks.  Each church is asked to supply 
something towards the meal, plus each person is asked to bring some items, that they will need to 
make the occasion fun for them. Each church will let their congregation know what to bring for the 
meal. Each member, who is attending, is asked to bring: Lawn chairs, flashlights, blankets (when the 
sun goes down) and bug spray. 
 
Hope to see you all there! 
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Albany United Methodist Church 
125 N Broadway St    Sunday Worship: 9:00am 
PO Box 277     Sunday School: 10:15am 
Albany, IN  47320-0277   A Better Life: Brianna’s Hope: Fridays @ 6:30pm 
765-789-4571    Project Friend Food Pantry: 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 4-7:00pm 

 

Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church 
216 W Pleasant St    Sunday Worship: 9:00am 
Dunkirk, IN  47336    Shine Bright Young Adult Group: Wednesdays @ 7pm 
765-768-7273    Kids Disney Movie: On Summer Hiatus 
       

Oak Grove United Methodist Church 
829 South State Road 1   Sunday Worship: 10:45am 
Portland, IN  47371 
765-661-7045 
                                                     

 

 

     

 
 

Albany United Methodist Church 
PO Box 277 
Albany, IN  47320-0277 
            

 

 

 

                                        

Return Address Requested 


