
 

CHURCH NEWS: September 2019 

 
 

                                                                            
Are you looking for another way 
to serve in the church?  
Are you looking for another way to make a difference in your church 
and community? The Albany Chapter of ABLBH (A Better Life – 
Brianna’s Hope) is in need of volunteers to provide the meal that is 
served before each meeting on Fridays. Throw something in the crock 
pot and drop it off during the day…bring in pizzas or sandwiches…the 
menu is completely up to you! Contact Linda Greene at 239-222-5200 
to get on the schedule. 

 

The staff at Albany UMC would like to extend our gratitude to the 

Albany congregation for the generous loving offering. It was an 

unexpected gift and is much appreciated!  

Thank you again and may God bless all of you. 

  

 

Attention Salsa Lovers: 

We have a few jars of Sechler’s salsa remaining. Please help us sell these 

last jars. Each jar is 16 oz and sells for $3.70. 

Hot Chunky Salsa: 5 Jars Available 

Mild Chunky Salsa: 4 Jars Available 

 

Please see Donna Stephenson to purchase or stop by the church office.   

 

September 15: Albany UMC Sanctuary Rededication  
September 21 & 28: Lay Servant Ministries Academy  

(New Castle First UMC) 
September 29: 5th Sunday Fellowship (Albany UMC) 10am 

October 12: Bountiful Bazaar (Albany UMC) 

November 26: Thanksgiving Service (7pm at Albany UMC) 

December 8: An Albany Christmas (5pm at Albany UMC) 

 

 

http://blog.ncce.org/2013/12/10/put-javascript-into-google-sites/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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ALBANY UMC MUSIC MINISTRY 

As choir and chimes rehearsals continue for the next 
several months, there is still plenty of opportunity to join 
one or both of these groups to help “make a joyful 
noise.” Choir usually sings an anthem every other 
Sunday service, while Chimes usually plays once every 4 
or 5 weeks. No previous experience is necessary nor is the ability to read music. We are volunteer 
musicians. It would be wonderful to have new participants in both groups. (We know there are lots of 
good singers in the congregation. We hear you every Sunday during church services!) Hand Chimes 
rehearse Wednesday evenings from 6:45pm to 7:30pm. Choir rehearsals immediately follow from 
7:30pm to 8:15pm. Please come join us for music and fellowship. 

 

    SEPT 2019     

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 

Albany Service 

9am 

Mt Tabor Service 

9am 

Oak Grove 

Service 10:45am 

 

  

2 3 
Food Pantry 

4-7pm (YCC) 

 

4 
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

Staff Meeting 11:30 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

5 6 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

7 
 

8 
Albany Service 

9am 

Mt Tabor Service 

9am 

Oak Grove 

Service 10:45am  

CS Installation 

Service 7pm  

Daleville UMC 

9 
 

10 
Adult 

Ministries 

10am (AL) 

Game Day 

2:30-3:30pm 

 

11   
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

12 
Mt Tabor Council 

Mtg 6pm 

 

13 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

14 
 Fall Party 

Planning Mtg 

2pm  

Mt. Tabor 

 

15 
Albany Service 

9am 

Mt Tabor Service 

9am 

Oak Grove 

Service 10:45am 

16 
AUMC Church 

Council Mtg 

7pm 

17 
Food Pantry 

4-7pm (YCC) 

18 
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

19 

 

20 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

2pm 
 

21 
LSM Academy 

New Castle 

 

22 
Albany Service 

9am 

Mt Tabor Service 

9am 

Oak Grove 

Service 10:45am 

23 

 

24 
  

  

 

25 
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

26       

 

27 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

 

 

28 
LSM Academy 

New Castle 

 

29 
5th Sunday 

Fellowship @ 

Albany UMC 

30 
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FROM PASTOR JAKE….. 
 
Dear Friends, 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

While Janelle and I were traveling in Ireland in 2017, we came across this children’s prayer inscribed 

on a desk at a church in Waterford, which opened with these words: 

Lord, we built this house for you, not because you need it, you don’t… 

I’ve tried to keep this humble and honest prayer with me. In our Circuit, we are blessed to share three 

beautiful houses of worship. Our towering ceilings, stained glass windows, and carved altar furniture 

have been handed down from previous generations as reminders of God’s power and presence. Over 

the years, we have done our faithful best as stewards and caretakers. At Oak Grove, the sanctuary 

was restored in the 1990’s after a devastating fire. Last year at Albany, we completed a full 

renovation of our worship space and (mark your calendars!) will be welcoming Revs. Clive Hamlyn 

and Neil Butcher back on September 15 for a special rededication service. At Mt. Tabor, we are 

securing grant funding to protect one of Dunkirk’s last Gas Boom sanctuaries from weather damage.  

Scripture tells us that, like us, the leaders and people of Judah took great pride and comfort in their 

possession of God’s “house”, the Temple in Jerusalem. Although God did not ask for it to be built, He 

did bless King Solomon with the workers and materials to build the original Temple, where the Ark of 

the Covenant was permanently placed a Sanctuary so holy that only the High Priest could go inside. 

After that Temple was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC, God helped Ezra and Zerubbabel 

build a Second Temple in Jerusalem 70 years later. Shortly before the earthly life of Jesus, King 

Herod the Great rebuilt the Temple again, bigger and grander than ever.  

Herod’s Temple was an awesome sight. Standing 172 feet high (according to ancient Jewish historian 

Flavius Josephus) and constructed of enormous stones with gold ornaments, the structure and its 

surroundings had a “shock and awe” value on Jesus’ small-town followers. Mark 13:1 reports that one 

disciple couldn’t help but exclaim to Jesus, the Lord of Lords, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones 

and what wonderful buildings!” 

Rather than praising the Temple, as expected, Jesus replied with a warning: “Do you see these great 

buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” If he was 

impressed or concerned with the mighty house of worship, he did not show it. Elsewhere, John 2:19-

21 records Jesus telling his fellow Jews, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 

They assumed he was referring to the building—but he was talking instead about his own body.  

Jesus was crucified, died, and buried shortly after these events, and then raised again on the third 

day, as promised. Also as promised, the Jerusalem Temple was destroyed in 70 AD by the Roman 

army—and has never been rebuilt. Structures rise and they crumble; Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is 

alive forever.  

Beloved, be thankful for our magnificent houses of worship, inherited from those faithful servants who 

have come before us. Be committed to their care and preservation. Be dedicated in using them 

regularly for prayer, worship, and witness. But be also aware: They are not Jesus Christ. They are not 

our salvation. They are not the glory of God. And though they are built to last, they are not 

everlasting.  



4 | P a g e  
 

In 2019, God has one temple that matters: the Body of Christ, the Church, which is not brick-and-

mortar but flesh-and-blood. Take comfort in the words of Paul to the Corinthians (1 Cor 3:16): “Do you 

not know that you (all) are God’s temple, and that God’s spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys 

God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you (all) are that temple.” 

Know that you, personally, are infinitely precious to the God of the Universe, who gave His Son Jesus 

Christ that we might be protected from the destruction of sin and death. And whether you are at 

home, at work, on the road, at the McDonald’s, or in a pew, be the Church.  

In Christ’s love, 

Jake 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Albany UMC  annual church craft bazaar is 

less than two months away. Hopefully, you have been 

working on, or at least planning what you will be 

contributing to this event. All kinds of craft creations are 

needed: Fall, Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas 

decorations, year-round décor and general purpose items, 

homemade candies, canned or fresh basked goods, and any 

other things you can think of to make and donate. 

Set-up time will be Friday, October 11th, at 9am in the Youth Building. (Volunteers 

would be greatly appreciated to help set up tables.) Your donated items may be brought to 

the Youth Building from 10am until 6pm. Please place price tags on items before bringing or 

get tags when you arrive and price your items before you leave. Make prices reasonable, we 

want to sell everything, not have to pack it up and store it. If you need to bring your items 

before the 11th, contact Cheryl Wasson for alternatives. 

Our Bountiful Bazaar will be Saturday, October 12th, from 9am until 3:30pm. 

Along with the sale, light lunch items will be offered from 10am to 3pm. Linda Bowdell is the 

Bazaar Lunch chairman. She will need donations of vegetable soup, chili, hot dogs and 

buns, as well as drinks. There will be sheets posted in the church at a later date for people 

to sign up for clerks, baggers, floor supervision, food donations and workers in the kitchen 

during the Bazaar. Remember, the proceeds from the Bazaar are donated 50%-50% 

between the Food Pantry and the general fund. Be sure to make time that day to come and 

shop! 
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The Oak Grove Ladies will be hosting Randy Davis from A Better Life - 

Brianna’s Hope on September 18th at 2p.  All ladies, and really anyone, is 

invited to come hear an update on their work. Mark your calendars now and 

plan to be there! 

 

 

It is Albany UMC's turn to host our FIFTH 
SUNDAY service, and we want to do our best, 
like our partner churches have done. For those 
who forgot…there will be coffee and cookies to 
enjoy along with some friendly chit chat, in the 
sanctuary beginning at 9:00am until the 
service starts at 10:00am. 
 
Following the service, we will have a carry-in in the Youth Community Center.  Albany 
UMC will supply the meat and drinks; Mt. Tabor UMC will supply the desserts; and Oak 
Grove will supply the side dishes.  Everyone is to bring their own table service.  Let's 
all plan to sit with members of the other churches, so we can get better acquainted with 
our Christian brothers and sisters.  Hope to see you all there! 
 

 

 

The deadline to submit items for the monthly 

newsletter will be 2pm on the 3rd Friday of every 

month. Please submit any information for the 

newsletter to secretary@albanyumc.net or you 

can call Tricia at the Albany church office  

(765-789-4571). 
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Albany United Methodist Church 
125 N Broadway St    Sunday Worship: 9:00am 
PO Box 277     Sunday School: 10:15am 
Albany, IN  47320-0277   A Better Life: Brianna’s Hope: Fridays @ 6:30pm 
765-789-4571    Project Friend Food Pantry: 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 4-7:00pm 

 

Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church 
216 W Pleasant St    Sunday Worship: 9:00am 
Dunkirk, IN  47336    Shine Bright Young Adult Group: Wednesdays @ 7pm 
765-768-7273    Kids Disney Movie: On Summer Hiatus 
       

Oak Grove United Methodist Church 
829 South State Road 1   Sunday Worship: 10:45am 
Portland, IN  47371 
765-661-7045 
                                                     

 

 

     

 
 

Albany United Methodist Church 
PO Box 277 
Albany, IN  47320-0277 
            

 

 

 

                                        

Return Address Requested 


